Susday May 7, Mt. Carelens

Meet ot Frankfoed store a1 930

Geoll Dean will lend & walk up Mt Carless with
same steep climbing %o be expected.

Sendey Just 4, Cataract Gorge

Due to & neerher of people being away, we saggest
people heoking e an outeg should crpanise a
walk s the Gorge amongst thermoselves. There is &
likdibood that we will be involved in an seda of
this srow in the near future
Sanduy Juby 2, Weegens Hall 10am - Jim's 0.5

1 outdoor events if weather s suntable.
EVE;E

Totsdey May 2, Skemp Memorial Lecture
Prof Androw Onborne, af Launceston Field
Naturslivts Genernl Mesting st Scotch-Oskburn
Colloge. Comtact joff Campbedl on 6361 7269, or

7:30pm TAFE Lecture Theatre, Burnie campus
Mocevilie Ld., Bumde “Investing i Wikdlife™ by Dy
John Waentley. 11 comtroversisi approsch 10
“peactical comservation™ mmddens his critics with its
mcoess. Come hess the man himmell explain i
Ideas and asewer your guestions

Central North Field Naturalistis

March - April 2000

The Marine & Coastal
Community Network’s

Bass Strait
Forum

2000

Launceston Tasmania
30-11-2000 - 2-12-2000

For the fiest time poople of masy difierem
backgrounds have the opportunity (o cone together
and decuss the future of Bas Stran and ity nlands

The Foram b imended 10 be 2 celebention of the
rich cwttural hestory and natueal vabaes of the Haw
Sarnit regwm

11 v a chance for commumities 1o discuss the
phanning and managenent possibilites of the
regioe, and share m an understanding of the Strait's
cultuenl and hiologecs! sigmificance There will be
meach 10 explore

For additional information contact:
Christian Bell or Samira Heale

Marine & Coastal Community Network
GPO Box 567 Hobart 7001

Tasmania, Australia

Ph. (03) 62 343 665, Fax. 62 312 491
E-mail: mcontasi@ozemail com.nu



CNFN's NHT LEAPFROG PROJECT
By Karen Wikes, Coordinaror

The Leapirog Project, Relubitaation of Wetlands bas
beon » totastic inttimtive of the Tusmanan Deparmment
of Edacation and the Central North Field Natueshin.
Funded throagh NHT (well that is s story worth telling
1taedt) and in itz of this the progest had & very dynamic
fust yenr,

Sites have hoen estahlisted and week 8 underway at
Jericho, Dom Collepe grosmds, Mary SI Esst Devimport,
« Scottadale, Hagley and Cremy. To date this has invalved
0 schools droctly Involved with the peoject and in
Hagley's case, all grades from Prep 1o Year 6 plus all
schools visiting the Eavironmen! Contee

An Education kit has been produced which ncorpo-
rates curmicalum infbrmation, practical infivmation for
onground schabilitation asd the process for establishing a
masagernent plan Oder comemndy wronps sch ay local
Laadcard groups have also heen encouruged 0

v

A sigsificunt seount of sddmonal Funds and in&ind
swipport have boen soarced. Major finencial contribaton
heve been Comaloo, $2200 and Australan Geographic,
$1000. A broad range of pliblicity asd comimunity oventy
have alsa been onganised. Some of the highlights were
infhrmation sessions in the Edznbeth St Mall, » ficd duy
a1 e Syke's propedty # Scomudale, where nearly 50
peopic were preparod Ko gee wader dowh thew necks!
Brace Weeth stole the show by encouriging & butrowing
frestrwater crayfish, Engaeus marimer, 10 dungle olf the
pesk of lus cap. Some people will do anything whes they
251 2 little damp Frog Week was celehrutod nt Prospect
House w1 Richenond which was very well smended and
the school s competiton whiich wad run In conjunction
with this was sepported by over 200 sosdomts. Displays
were hebd at the Tasmassan Museurn and Art Gallery and
the Mimster for Educatnm, M Pasls Wrewdt launched
the peoject at Ontlande

The shies 10 date cover the whle spoctrum of urban
and rural bocatioes. The range w detentyned by cerreat
and bestorical sitmgs of the Gireen sad Gold Frog Lsor
ramjformiy, Many of these sses have high pablic
sccemibility in the hope that they will become focal
points in their respective cofmmuniton ss examples of
how and why 0 go shout restoring wetlands.

1 anyose should bie more detsil, reports on e
progect are held by CNFN

EDITOR'S NOTE: NHT Funding for this wortivwhils
project nas fAnally been spproved by Senstor HEl for
this year afinr an appesl against his suggested
changes that we nan LEAPFROG without &
coordinator 7 Karen Wilsoo has been Invaluatie

DISGRACEFUL Worma In water
Meadline, Western Herald § December 1999

Queenstown, on the West Cosst, & voe of sy small
Tasnasian lowes with an clean water
wpply and insufficient fands 10 closn up Be waler The
local Council Varioas water easment
options 1996, In 199798 1 began woek on
relutively inexpessive woaoncet method . chlorination by
direct mpoction into the water mains.

Throughout that year, the West Connt Councl seok
reguinr waler samples sad sent tham away for hacteno-
logical ssalysis, as di! alf Tasmuanias watsr suppliers. A
summary fior Tasmanis wes jrepared by the Sate
Director of Pubbic Headth and redeasod on 16 Septomber
1999, This Annsal Water Report said that in 199798
the West Const Council had gvovided clesn waier 10
Tullah, Sowhan wned Zockan, but that spplics S0
Rossbery snd parts of Quecossown had bees so polluted
that resadents should have boen advised o boil water
before unng it

Om 3 Sepeember 1999, West Coast Couscil sdvised
Queenstown and Romebiery residents bo boil their waser
for at least the next alx months,

On 1 Decomber, Councal was handod & worm by &
Queenstiws resdess who lund e Hiving animal in «
Sog's waker bowl, Council immedintely seat the woem %0
the Government Azalyst, who identitied it v & harmiess
netmatomorph (horehair worm of Gordian worny, see
Selow). Two more worma were reportad, one fom
another pet bowl The third find was first reported en
ABC madio. A Quesssiown roother was runsing « tath
fir her dnugheer when she noticed & worm
7o 8 inches loag’ swismmring frecly in the waler,

What happened next was remarkabile. After yours of
qQuictly putting up with water that cun actuslly make
poople sick, West Cosst residents were up in sems sbout
worma that everyone acceptod wese hardess. “This
may mot bo u health peobleny,” sid Promier Jine Bacon,
“bat no one dhould expect 10 encounter woen in their
drinking water "

The aditor of the lucal weekly, the Wesers Hernld,
was ouiraged “The health situstion o the West Coaxt
b dedued become acute with the ltest Siscovery of
honehair wormms entering people s homes through these
ap water '

Council's Omeral Manager responded gaickly by
onderog ihe Quosnsown wirley msine 16 be soourod.
Council officers mispected the Soath Quoessown supply
dam w0 be B source of the woems. The dam was
omptied and cleaned out, s operstion St required
constrectiog of & new socom track.

Al ihe end of Deceasber saother wonn was found in &



dog s bowd, this teme in Strahan, nnd o frog was found =
the Gormanston supply. By this time Couscil had learned
enoagh about aemammorpi 10 suspect tat wormes in
dog bowls might not necessarily be coming from the
water U (see bedow ). One frog wan enough for
Crormasston, bowever The Gonmmnson wpply dam will
be emptied and cleancd bater this yexr.

What hegpenad during (he Wesl Count “worm crisis’
hants ot & folk belief! What you cen't see 't us bad aa
what you tan, Bacterial poliation s apparently tolerble,
But worm pollutson Wnt

To the crodit of sl concermed, theye waa widespresd
wnd nccurste reporting of nemasomorph biodogy during
the ‘crinis”. What poople noticed were the long, thin,
adult worms, which mate i water or very wet soll in
spring nnd easly summer Femabes lay numesous eggs in
pelatisous sirings i the water, thes die. The eggs hatch
after u few weeks of months, releasing » shoet lived larval
sinpe which encysts om vegetation 5t or near the wates 'y
o

Terrestrial nemmsinmorphs ere pamsitic in imsects and
apparently not host-apecific. When & cyst is eaten by &
plant-eating grashopper, cricket, boetle, otz the larval
nemminmonph sscapes Bom the cyst and dores inlo the
host's body cavity. Here it dagests and absorbs the
surrounding tissses, Powing o s loog, tghtly carled
and leathery-bodied adull. In Tasmania, nomalomorphs
seem 0 overwimer with their hosts

The aduit worm boces out of its weakened host (and
killls 3t) when the insect is in wet conditions or near &
body of waitr. Some poople suspoct that emerpence-ready
worns can ‘drive their hosts to drink’. In any case,
nermaiomaonph sduls tem up regalacly in Tasmanian
fishponds, swimming pools sed - cccassonally - pec wwer

Nematomorph taxonomy is Siffioslt and it's not clese
Irow vy species ses i Tasmanis. Their Tife cycies also
noed further study. If you find » sematomonph,
particularly one sssocated with s desd froct host,
please seod it and the suspocied host 10 8 museum, not
the loca! Council o the Goversment Asalyst.

Reprinted from the March 2000 issus of
Inveriebeata Invertabrata & produced by the
Queen Victors Museum and Art Gallery and
comes out three times & yesr. For more Informa-
' tlon sbout Tasmania's best source of news, vews
- and who's doing what regarding invertobrates,
| contact the adiior
| Bob Mesbov

PO Box 101

Penguin, Tasmana 7318

mesRoviSsouthconn. com.aw

Vot Spols’ Could Stem Extinetion
by Pasd Beown < veprinied Som The Guardian
Weekly 2.8 March 2000

Huge susnbers of specees threatened wish
extinction could be saved i 25 catefily selectod
“hot spotx” coverimg just | 4% of the Emrth’s surface
were (weservod, say researchers fhom Oxfoed and

Washuagion

Wiiting in the solentific journal Nature, the
resenrchery sy that the mawber of ipocics Bcing
extmction fr outstrips the resources needed
preserve theny, sad the situation is likely 10 become
mpidly woose. By looking afer the “hot spota™ 44%
of the warld's plants and 39% of animal species
would he profected. giving the groniest possibie
Teturn on nvestmont @ comservation Normas
Myer. of Grees College, Ondund, descrides th as o
“wilver bullef” stralegy

O jresenn estimates betwees one-thind und rwo-
thirds of the world's plants and animals will
disappear 1 the forewcenble future. For $4%0m »
year, twice the cost of 8 mistion to Mary 10 search
for extraterrestrial life, mankind could aveod a huge
Impeveridement of the Earth that woulid tnke
millions of yesrs to recelfy. That i & longer period
than Homo sapiens Aar beos o0 the planet, the

Japer @y

Mot of the hot sposs sre in the tropics, five =
Maditerranean-type 2omes, and nine are made up of
Islands. They are slroady thressened with
environmental destruction, since 88% of their
eriginal vegemtion hus bees destroyed. The
Caribbean retaias only 11 3% of its primary
vegetation, Madsgascar 9 9% aod Rraril’s Atlantic
forest 7.5% Eleven of the arems proposed for
protection have Jost 909 of Seir prusary cover, and
theoe huve lost 95%. One of the richest arcas s the
eopical Andes whese there were once | 2 square
kilometres of primary vegetabon, but only 25%
rezraing. |s this sres theve are | 666 hird gecies,
414 mammals, 479 roptiles and £30 amphibism.
Nearly half of these specics appesr nowhers el om
B planet and would become extine endess the
Andes hot spot was sved

To qualify & 8 bot spot an ares must contan at
fetat 0 3% or 1,500 of e world's 300,000 plamt
species s native to that area. Of the aress idemified
13 comada 2,500 endemic platts and 10 of them af
Beast 5000, The bot spots contain 133, 149 species
of planiy aad 9,645 of vershraton. The report says
that 800,767 square kilomerses of the hat oty
(ahout FE%) are slready progectod in parky and



Bird Study Group Excursion fo Claude Road

by Row Nagorcha

A smadl group of enthusiestic field nats birders met
at Jim and Martames Humer's place on a besutifally
still and sunmy sutumn day for the first excursion by
e “Bind Study Groap™, The Husters house and
gandun are set = the shadow of the drammtic ¢l of
M Rodasd.

While the arus seenis well populwted, there are still o
wide variety of hahatats neartry, and 83 5000 44 we
amergod from the car, we ssried notiomg the sumber
wid vatiety of hirds in the vicinity. Exstera Spinebifly
were foeding on the Bochies i the ganden Boch
Spotted and Seriated Pardaletes could be heand (I
nol soa ) maviag deough the camopy af the wosderful
old Eucalypiss amyydaling trees srvund the howse -
by of which have develeped nestng hollows.

Sarah alerted us %0 the tnlling contact call of the
Striated a3 they muved taough the cxnopy. The
phantrve cadl of the Tasmastsan endemsc Durky Roble
alertod @y 10 Beir presonce - wnd wo sew masy of them
durmg the day Black beaded Huneyeatery (alo
endermic) were tmuk ing full use of o hasesb full of

Black-headed
Honeyeater

widder in the garden, aml & Sbhcusiion camsed us 10 the
hathing tabits of varsous hude Whdle mamy ke the
usual shatlow birdtuth, Fastern Spmchilly for instance
like 1o dive repeatndly iaso decper water fhom a Jow
bounch aod Dusky Robaxs had bocn odserved sitting &
wales

Thete were slso plenty of Saperh Fairy-wress and
he Sumibuar call of the Grey Shribe-thrush ofien rang
throwgh the air Jim Hunter commentad on the number
of Yellow Watthe-birds (another endemic) that wesy
wround, and sl in all it seemod hardly necessary %0
move om the garden 10 study bnds Howeves Jum had
difierent plaas for us, and we walkad slowly trough
the bush towands M Roland 1o sce what clse might be

4

around
Flocks of Strumg-billed Hostyraters (yet unother
eademic! ) kege monving thiough the trees above eating

invertstentes - theee birds must be crucisd in
maintaining the heaith of these trees. Thornbils were
soun noticed and determinsthons made as © which
wpecies hey were 3 Thombilis ocout in Tastmank - e
Brown, Tesmmnisn (endemic), and Yeilow-cumped.
The firgt two of these ase particularty defficalt 10 teil
apart - for me ssyway. | noticod et Sarsh and Jim
sgrood pratty quickly on winich they were booking ot
Both were 2round, s they oflen sre. Jim noted the
chestaut foathers oo e wings of the Tusmansmn, and
for the recoed Puzaey says that the Twemanian Thornbill
has “bill shorter [than @ Brown Thorabdl), forchesd
pade tan, wing feathers edged orange chestmt, breast
prover, lew streakod, sederpans whiter, tail longsr:
Hatwm bike Brown Thorbill, but habists denser,
wetter " Puzzey and Knight 1997) Our obsarvations
coadirmod most of this - incloding (he habitar prefened
by the Tasmandan, soch ss the spoctacular wet gully of
gt old Dickaomin Ansaroieg and Mekleswcs
whwre osr snsll pece came 10 & complete

halr for & while The compartive songs of the two
Thorubills were alwo discissed

When recordag hirds, | camol smultaneously use
hinoculars, so #1's asually dalficudt % know which
Thoenhill | bave on oy recondings - unless they are
from somewhere that Sarah has sssured me has cndy
one spocies prosent. The songs are very sumidar - und
scmcrivel Jim and Swrah reckoned they could usually
1ol the difference - in pwrticular & “turbly/warbly soet
of sound” made by the Testmmnies - but what if they ‘re
imitating ench other? Confirmation with bioculars
sooms nocessary (i the esd



As we walked on, Sarah - whose birding oars are
definitcly ns sharp o8 bt eyes - detectod Dusky
Waodswallows high in the sky by hearing theie high
coatuct calla Fven with biocsden they were bard o
202, bt ance you “tuned in”, By weose quite sudidle,
Aloog with the Black taced Curkoo-Shrikes ( the
“Sumemordand™ with its sofl distinctive call) and the
Stried Pardalotes moving through the troes, By
would be migrating north st this time of the year

A White Gushawk was soen dniefly high ovorhend
before it disappoared I & Goed We had been hearing
e "tick" and call of the Pisk Rebin befee seeing it
This beautiful bird prefers weter forest and gullies and
s was the hahitat we wers now moving Swough.

Hooh Gobdes and Olive Whiatlers wore observed

Golden Whistler

Gurng the day, The ssperficul similarity of the Golden
Whisther 10 the Dusky Robin was discassod 1T they
vocsine they ae exsily twid apart - If you fhel really
scery for # 00 b & Dusky! Sarb pointed out that the
genus name Pockycephals for Whistiers messs “thick
head” (Crook packy - thick and cephaile - head |
Cayley 1931) Jund thin was a good clue 10 visal
wdentsfication

As we emerged from the bush onto » back roed
opposie paddocks we saw & Seariet Robin - & bird
that secaned w) cominon om fence posts arvund the
countryside until quite coccotly Farming peactices have
not been good for mery bords. Jim told of consigent
sghtings of Lewias Rall in (he viceatty untll the recoot
cleating of @ remaining Jocal Sabitat. These local
extinctions are very worrying - afler all it bs lotx of
local extinctions (hat sdd wp to u universal
coe Introduced hinds ncladed Kookaburmn,
Blackbirds snd Startings | can't rememsber shout
Sparrows, bat e srca is generily dominated by
mative bards - masy of which are endemic 10 Taszania

ALl in ald, there was universal agroemest St Bid
Study excursions sty & Good Thing where you lsurn

Lewin's Rail

heaps and have o pood tene. Our tharks © the Hunton
v thee hospitadity. The scones snd chocolats caie
baked by (Seeeeee were magnificost!
Retersncen:

Pizzey Gand Wught F Eield Guide 1o 0w Segs of

Austimia (Sydney 1697)
Cayley N'W Yyhat Bird i Thal (Syoney 1031)

Dusky Woodswallow

New to CNFN Library
Tasania's Threstened Fauns Handbook What,
Where and How to Protee! Tasmania’s Threstened
Animals. by Jean Jackson & Sally Bryant 1999
Threatened Spocies Unet, Parks and Wilkdlife Service,
Hobart

This E0QOCIATE 1030urce Coutdims Mic Koations,
magn, dingrums and Infhrmation on habudat masage-
ment and protection for gvery (hreatesed animsl in
Tasmania Available o $40 by mail ceder from

MAILHOUSE

22Chestermman 54

Moceah TAS 7009

ph 6272 5526

faxt27) 3655

meilhose duak enterprmses Com au



Three Fungi

Amanita muscaria

Caudy - top

Straight out of a child's picture-book
Where's your falry?

A pert, young troll's umbrella.

A parachute to altered states.

Aifocybe

Pale - stemmed, reticent, anaemic
to0 thin 1o support yourself,
Almost,

Are you fair dinkum?

Or a leech with a hat on?

Ramaria

QOrange - thins prosper
In the wet - gloom gullles
A nice confection

Pelor Nantfbed

Book Review
by Jim Nebson

A Fleld Companion 10 Australinn Fungl, by
Bruce Fulver, 1993 tevised odition publishod by
The Field Natusalists Club of Vicseia, Melbourse
is 1 weful prodection with vory good colour phoson,
brief descriptions and spore colours e 1 38 speaies
of fangnl fruiting bodien. 1t i alsp one of the
standard works used for FUNCGIMAP. Wint in
FUNGIMAIT Keep repding of you are Interested is
flang) aned would like to contribute o the tody of
Kinrwlodge for Asstralia.

PUNGIMAP is 2 scheme 1o map the distribution
of 100 species of Australias mushrooms, tosdeooly
aad other fungi, using the information sent in by o
network of voluntesr recorders scross Ausiralis The
progect cgrrently has shoat 400 volumteers and a
datnbase of mate San SO00 records. Tasownia'y
regiomal cocmdinmter is Dr Duvid Rytkowsky. He
wats guoted in the SUNDAY TASMANIAN (Mar
19) a2 saying “Research, including conservalion
research, i hindered by ck of Lnowladge of the
duaritsarion of even the most well-koown and easiny

This is & peuject that weloomes ansieurs, s heso
i1 & chance %o gt o kaow your fungi sed contribute
10 the body of ksowledge in the proces

Comtact David on el ut
12 Ratkowskydutas oy, or by post st 20 York
St Sandy Bay, 7005, for moee demuily. He slst may
e able o spply Falwer's book 10 you



Tasmania's Nature Conservation Strategy
Am action plan so prosect Tasmania ¥ naneral
diversity and manvian ecological procexser
Comment by Jim Nedson

Tawmanies's Baodiversity Strastegy bas bees re-
ramed Tavmanm's Nature Comstvation Strategy
(TNCS). This wonderfully innovative start was
decided in onder w (1) mclude geo-diversity and (2)
dvord the term biodiversity, So, while we may tave
Nationa! and Internatioral Biadeversity Strasegies, sh
weil as & Buodiversity Uslt in the DIIWE, along with
8 Budiversity Commitice, Teswania coce agaim bay
e visioo W decand (he new-Gingled ‘B’ buzz word
und deliver the traly prossic wash TNCS.

Apparcatly the good mews |s that the “goodiversity”
people are very happry to now feel “included”, but we
dre Jeft 30 wonder why they ever actually flt
ecluded by a term (bicdiversity) that has come
symbolise our planet’s richness. Can cosservation of
the planet’s bving wtter really bo soparated from
supportang sl waderpining @ructures?

Okiny, these wid o sopgestion thal the word
“blodiversty ’ fielt o luzle o mew age and decatening
10 cestain segments of the comemumity. And of coune
the Baodivenity Conunuttee wants 1 be inclusive,
even 1 the point of disgulising our strategy so that it
founds ke something put o place = the 1950
Well, atter all, the 1950 were good tmes, night?

S0, let's define out tormm, i k- quibible -n 1 8 wse
ol sevdugnous, prevatiosting, o irtelevent language
of anguments o ovade & poitl uf isse. ~Syn. |,

which coatsina the guiding princighes alung with o
Kéy lusnes Paper. The ten Key luues identified are:
o Lowr of matve vegetation and remmanc

The tenadscale cleannce of native vegetation ooody
% beo addressod. Any clearsnce needs 10 be managad
W an ecologically sustainable way 10 protect land,
frashrwater and marne ecosystems. Protection shoakd
Be provided for reisnsdt nutive vogetation, especially
within heavidy cleared aress

¢ Lack of kniwdedye

We need 0 imgrove oo uoderstaading of cortain
proups, processes and other eloments of natural
diversity (mcluding Seir oer-relatiombips sad the
effects of hamran sctivity ) This information & vieal
for good caviromewraal mmnagement

and pests neod (0 be prevented, or st the very least

msmenned. The responuible management of native
wildliife is abwo an lmporunt isee o conmide

® Represensarive reservation

Whdle Tawmans has an excellent reserve system, there
wro cortain cloments of natural diversity that arg st
sdequately seserved For example, grassands, grassy
woodlunds, some wetlands, marine snd counstal regiom,
karst and other goodiversity feasares

* Dvserioration of mararol syrtems
Esxvironmental degradation ussally relates to hey nature
comservation issues, incleding poor caschment
manegoment practices (e g degradation of rivers,
estuaries and wates suppliex), sodl low, tree dockieo,
wlindy and ackdificatzon

* Overnse of resowces

We noed 1 mmanage our use of satural resources
(Inchading Kwess, wils, water and fisheries) in mors
wiatainabie wirys 10 avaid waste and shorterm
profiteering af the expense of fuvare generations

® Threatemed elements of mataral diversiry

Elements of nansral diversity that are under threal of
extinction o loas need special and timely siention to
rocover and, where possible, o theive Muny aced specisl
manageanent in addition o protection

© Trumong and awareness

Conwmumnsry understandang and swareness of the
importance of nataral diversity are erucial so the process
We need w lngrove the public wadenstanding of

itvvod vemnent @ and contriunos toweds sodving
eaviunmental and conservaton problem

o frestiuncomad arrangemants

With s much happening, it has bocome essential 1o
provide owernll direction and cocedinasion between the
My cxntieg comservation mochanisms This will stlow
us t0 identify gups between then snd wigges ways of
improsiny the ssangemsent and protection of netumi
diversty

o Who pays?

The costs and benefits 10 conserve nataral diversity need
10 he speoad oquitably scross the commreney, includey
Eiving due comsidemnion 10 iwues such s landhoider
tights, duty-of<care, user-pays, community wishes,
Tegulations and potostial Bcenlive shemes

What Do You Think?

Tha Commemes invites pour Toadback on Mhe & et b areaes of
e Dlrategy arct propossd mmpor lsesss Do pos cormite Tl
e Bl cavers B magor lsues T v any (riorites Seen
miased or oversistad? Do you Rave iy ofer COTeS Of
sagueetione } The Blodiyersity Ung s jrepanng more detedied
1amans Papers %0 B ocam dabate 05 Heee lasies a0d o
Masss send ptaur commasts, sarm and comact delele i De
Wy arainy Uit ey the et of Jure 2000 (GRO S4A, Motiart)
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Big Game
by Jim Nelson

| um about 10 take o trip 10 the U.S, and have
been comermplinting what it will be llke being hack
n n country where some of the wildiife can feel o
bit more ntimiduting than our gentle marsupials

For instunce, T was reading that in Alaska the
Grizzly Bears can present serious problems for the
unwary. The wildlife people there have been
atiemipting 10 eclucate {ishers and hunters, who are
often city dwellers, about the dangen of these
unpredictable animals, and what precaations might
be useflul. Essentially they are trying to get people
%0 be more aware snd obseryant when they go
bush

The most Emportanst thing with bears s (o not
surprise them, andd therefore # in important 10 be
slert 10 the possibility of their peosence. The

UNLEASH THE

R RS -

wildlife people are recommending that when
truvelling In boar country, one shoukd wear
small bells on the clothing o make noise
while walking slong. They should also carry o
non-lethinl perper speay with them as a last
reson

There ane sctually two species of bears o
look our for: the black bears, and the grizely
bears. The bisck bears do not usually present
the unpeedictable danger thst grizzlies are
known for, 50 & is important to know the
differences and to look for any indicstions of
the more dangerous species.

When bears are sround, there may be
frequent signs of fresh bear dung. Risck bears
have smaller dung that will mostly be full of
berrien. Grizzly dung will be much larger and
can contain many small bells und snell
strongly of pepper.
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