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Adventures in New Guinea: a dream fulfilled?

f'('h Inared {don:

I worked in Papua New Guinea as a
didiman’ (agriculoural extension officer) for
four vears from 1966-69 snd fedl {n love with
its people and land, especially the birds and
high mounmins. So when Camol and 1 began
studying the breeding behaviowur of Australaskan
robin at Gluepot, South Australia in 2000 and
2002 1 cherished the dream of returning w
New Guinea m study mbins

Lo of :'1.’;"..! New s

Thanks 1o David Attenborough's mavies,
mention of New Guinea conjures up images of
pectacular birds of paradise with exaggerated
plumes snd displays, and of bowerbirds that
build claborate huts decorated with brighely
coloured display objeces, Biologically New

g klechen haur and cabin, Kelii Lodi

Adelbery Hanges

Cattinea 1s parr of Australia and was connected
by # land bridge across Torres Stralt up to 10
D00 years ago. New Guinea has a diverse group
of mammals, especially mansupialy, and is the
centre of divensity for mee kangaroos, Today
the Jowhand rainforext of Cape York Peninsula
shans some extraondinary bird species with
New Guinea such as Southern Cassowary.
rwo species of birds of paradise (Magniticent
Riflcbird and Trumper Manucode), Fawn
breasted Bowerbind, Pulm Codkaton, Eclectn
Parrot, Red-checked Parroe, Red-bellled Pitea,
White-faced Robin, Yellow-legged-Flycatcher
and many othens. New Gainca and Auseralis
share similar bird families and borh Landmasses
dominated by
aggressive honeyeaters. Compared 10 Australia,
New Guinea has more speches of megapodes,
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berrypeckens and painted berrypecker
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ind nestling penods | waiched nests of  the
endemic White-winged Robin  Pemeorhells

nptliate. This was the first nesting blology study
of 2 New Guinea robin. | discovered that the
female alone incubutes the single et but ber
mate loeds her during the incubation petiod
and also while she broods the young Ihe dawn

i of the male is 2 rich a -L|.'l',A|!,‘- ol Dok
fur more complex than previously  described
and I sustained for 20-30 minutes. At one nest
| was very fortunate to be in the nde when the

it hatched in the mid-moming. The fermale

removed the two halt cgpe shells, returned o the

nest to brood the voung und then the male bune

forth with his dawn song. Male soang funcnor
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joy. The added bonus of staying at Kumul Lodge
was exquisite views of birds of paradise (BOP)
incloding the mule Ribbon-tailed Ascrapia with
whire ribbon-like tall feathers up to a4 metee
long that undulate in flight and the gorgeous
male Crested  Sarinbind with deep orange
upperparts and black underparts that apped
on the window of my room. Another visitor o
the Lodge was the legendary Brown Sickicbill
that makes an amazing call so like 4 machine
gun that on the Kokoda Track Japanese soldicrs
thought they were mitrounded by Australian
sipers,

Arfuk Mouttatn

In October-November of the following year
| decided to go the fabled Arfak Mountains, an
isolated range in the Vogelkop (Bird’s Head)
in the far west of West Papua, Indonesia. New
Guinea has 19 endemic species of robins and
of these, 16 oceur in the Arfaks, inchuding the
endemic Smoky Robin Mensethello cryprolemoe
and the pear endemic Green-backed Robin
Pachyopiualopsis hattamensiy, Rather than stay
home and work on the farm Carol decided 0
come so we, along with Hazel Britton, joined
Papuan Expeditions on a bird tour 10 West
Papua Province. In addition to robins another
artraction of distraction of the Arfaks was thiee
endemic BOP including the dancing ballerina
Western Parotia and the amazing Vogelkop
Bowerbird that builds a huge hut bower. Once
when we were cimbing a tidge searching for
Smoky Robins we sopped for lunch near
4 bower of the Vogelkop Bowerbird and
discarded the orange sking of pasionfruir. On
out return | looked at the bower and there were
our passsonfruit skiny in a neat pilke inside the
bower hut. What an aesthetic artistic sense, the
passionfruit were a prized ormament.

The wour finished in the Arfaks so Carol and |
stayed o0 in the mountaing for anather 16 days
studying robins. Accommodation was preery

basic, a bush hur with a rough floor, leaky roof
and a pit toller. Our stay was far 100 short for
robin research but | recorded the vocalisations
of many robins, describod the nest and egg
of the Green-backed Robin for the it time
and spent many hours watching nests of Black
Monarch and Black Fantail.

Wihery mevs?

It was by no mesns cerrain where to study
robins next, but it had 1o be in 2014 because time
was running out and it had 1 be PNG because
| could travel there on i woatist visa and stay up
to 60 days unlike West Papua where a visa only
lasts for 30 days. A few years ago David Bahop
and Professor Jared Diamond siggested a good
place w study low-mounin mbins might
be a village in the semote northern Adelbert
Mountains and in the Huon Peninsuls for mid-
montane robins absent from the Adelbers.
They accessed villages by helicopter bue without
i huge rescarch grane this was well beyond my
finances. Clearly 1o keep the dream alive 1 had
to organise an explocatory trip, walk up into
these mountains and then selecr a study ares
for future research. Early in 2014 2 request was
sent via university nerworks inviting volunteen
to join me on an explocatory trip for 6-weeks
in July-August. | received over 20 application
from mouly young men and women from
Australia and New Zealand. 1 sclected David
Bryden, a young New Zealander working
around Auckland on Kokake, an endangered
warthebind, and the ionic endangered Kakapo
and Black Robin further aficdd. The intsal plan
was first 1o go o the remote Keki Lodge in the
foothills of the northern Adelberts and try to
ascend the summit of the highent mountain
(1600 m asl). The next seage of the journey was
to fly from Madang to Lae and then Ry with
North Coast Aviation (NCA) to the village of
Wasu on the north coast of the Huon Peninsuls,
Then we would Hy to Tari, 2 gateway to Mt Sisa



the only known localizy in NG of the Green mannct hi was both x bless ng ind frustratior

hacked 1 since he wanted thouwsands of kioa i advance
to pay for hire of 2 4WD vehicle and repair ol
the road. In realicy it we wallane
tradl and we did per 1 1 the si

Compared to the comfors of Australia where birders go o set
beld ormithol n New Guinea, ‘the land Huoon Peninsula so | booked Hights to go ther
{ the 11 \|v..|-|! v daunuing,  physically By great fortune | emailed Lisa Dabeck of thy

Durning the moath Tree Kanguroo Cotservation Program (TKCP
journey. PN il she subd | should go o Sapmanga in o

YUS Comervation Ared (YUS CA) o acoes
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t prepamnion precading ou

tived up o i reputation with regand 10 kogiat

and communication. Internet and ensails ar the transect sites established by Bruce Bechler
unrchiable particadarly when trving 10 bool She alw Bggesced we stay lo than a week
strdines lke NCA so you need 1o contace people since we had 1o dimb ap w 2500 m and mak
directly by ¢ell pbone. Fortunately thanks to 2 many descenoof 1000 m, So | phooed/emailed
local ophthalmologist in the northwest coast the TKCP in Lac and asked them o book ou

who used 10 live In Madang | was ablc 1 Rights to and from Sapmunga, The M1t Sisa leyg
this Four journey was unknown and a gambl
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since | knew of no one who had gone there
since the Green-backed Robin was collected in
PNG in 1985,

David was doing volunteer field research on
Kirtland’s Warhler in Michigan USA before our
trip and 1 planned 1o meet him for the fint time
in Sydney. His luggage was lost in transiv bus
fortunately it turned up the day before | arrived
in Sydney. We flew from Sydney direct o Porr
Moreshy and then onto Madang, Our plane
skidded on landing at Madang during a stormy
evening with lightning fashes illuminating
dark skics and this brought back memories of
an air crash in October 2011 near Madang in
which 28 people dicd. Next morning Moyang
arrived in 4 AWD vehicle und after spending
hours digging vur the bogged vehicle we arrived
at his Lodge in the late evening,

Keki Lodge is ser in a clearing at 850 m asl
looking down on hill forest. For the next 8§
days we explored Moyung’s forest. Eventually
we had good views of the rare, Jovely Banded
Yellow Robin : placens, 3 new bird
for me and the robin | most wanted to obscrve.
It has a very parchy distribution and i only
known from xix localities in New Guinca
The nest, egg and nesting seson han't been
described but immatures have been seen in
June-July in southern PNG. Moyang didn't
know when they bred. The only other member
of the obin family we saw at Keki was the
Yellow-legged  Flycarcher, a hill forest bird,
also found in lowland rainforess of Cape York
Peninsula. One reason for the roricted and
patchy distribution of Banded Yellow Robin
may bo competitive exclusion by other thicket
robins such as Poecilodryas robing which were
absent at Keki. The Adelbert Mountains are
the only home of the legendary Fire-maned or
Adelbere Bawerbind only discovered in 1928 by
American Rollo Beck bur its remained a
mystery, The late Tom Gilllard, former Curator
of Birds at the American Museum of Narural
History, failed 10 find it on his first visie to the

0

Madang hinterfand but then managed o rack
down Beck's widow and she revealed thar it was
collected in the Adedbers Mountains, Tom and
his wife Margaret, an illustrator, rediscovered
the apecies on an expedition to the Adelberts
in 1959. The bower, similar o that of the
Regent Bowerbind of casern Auwstralia, wan
only discovered in Seprember 1986, Movang
searched for, but didn't find any bowers on our
visit. A farge spreading fig troe with spane ripe
fruit sawered over our cabin v we hoped thar ix
would attrace the fruit-cating bowerbird. While
| was in the forest looking for robins, Moyang’s
wife Ruth rushed in to tell me that the male
Fire-mancd Bowerbied was in the fig tree. The
porgeous male drew my breath away bur on
another occasion we saw three males foraging
in the fig tree at the same time as female
bowerhirds, Lesser BOP and other fruit-cating
birds such as fruic doves, impertial pigeons and
mynas. The Fire-maned Bowerbird, whose nest
and egg are undescribed, s surely the most
exquisite of all the male bowerbirds. While | was
sound recording a sheill mob of Grey Craws |
heard and then saw a magnificent New Guinea
Harpy-Eagle being putsued through the forese
by the crows, Wow! Since our stay at Keki was
cut shore we didnt have time to walk up to the
highest mountain,

Lav

After an enjoyable productive say ar Keki
Lodge we flew 10 Lac. It rained for two days

there so we were unable o fly 1w Sapmangs
until the third moening. Sapmanga (850 m aal)
is the gateway 1o altitodinal rransccrs set up
by Bruce Bechler and others 10 census hinds,
The YUS CA was established by Jocal YUS
communities In conjunction with the TKCP
(www.treckangamo.org) run by Lisa Dabeck,
since villuge elden wanted the endemic Huon

Tree Kangaroo protected for their children and
grand children. At Sapmanga we organised



guides and portens and planned our wrip for the
next 12 days, We soon found out that instead
of a single transect from 800 to 3000 m up a
ridge there are multiple camps with bush huts
oo different ridges and 1o access them requires
4 lot of going up and down on steep, slippery
raile. Our focus was mid-mountain robins,
mainly found from 15002500 m sl so we
wanted to visie different camps 3t varying
altitudes. From Sapmanga we climbed down
and up to the next village Gomdan then next
day walked more than 1000 m up, down and
up to camp 12 in a umall clearing at the fores
edge ut an altitude of 2300 m, We camped
here in tents for 4 days and explored the trails
mostly up to 2600 m but also down o 2200 m,
Common robim included Lesser Ground, Slary
ar Blue-grey, Ashy (alsor called Black-capped),
Camary Flyrobin and the uncommon Black-
throated bur nor the rarer Garnet Robin, Ao
at this altitude we found one of two endemic
honeyeaters, the Common Spangled, and the
endemic Huon Astrapia (0 BOP). We aw the
endemic Emperor BOD lower down, We then
wilked down to camp 11 for two nigho then
back up w0 camp 12. We decided 10 descend
1000 m 1o Sombom camp at 1500 m and camp
there for 3 nighn, Here we saw no new mobin
species but had good views of both male and
fermale endemic Wahnes's Parotia but it was
o carly for much coure display, We had a
Hight booked o Tarl on 30 July so reluctantly
climbed up 1000 m back 10 camp 12 then
descended 1000 m o Gomedan in a single day.
As it turned out we couldn’t fly 1o La¢ for 3
days so missed our fiight ro Tari, The YUS trip
wits special because we got 1o meer and wlk w
village communicy leaders and villagees.

Fieri
Tari is the premicr location in PNG to see

a varicty of BOP especially King of Saxony,
Blae Bird of Paradise and Black Sicklebill. At

Tan girpory 1'd arranged to meet Seephen Wari,
awner of Warili lodge, w0 when we arrived |
managed to wtack him down thanks w my
cell phone. Stephen smid his lodge was being
refurbished 10 be took s to Makara Birdview
Lodge up the road from Ambua, the most
expensive bodge in the Tari area. We planned to
stay 2-3 days ar Tarl 5o 4y w0 arrange transport
to Mt Sisa, One of the staff ar Makars said hin
facher was 4 priest near Sisa and this terrisory
was hostile o the Huls people of Tari, We
had a slim chance of getting transport but this
cvaporated when clan warfare crupted berween
Stephen Wars clan and another. Stephen
imsasted we camp in his foress wish his nephew
Luke for a few days, Every day we climbed up,
down and up 1o a besutiful forested ridge with
tall anclent conifers, Here we had excellent
views of special birds of paradise such ax Blue
BOP, Black Sicklebill and Lawes Parotia. When
we emerged from the forest we found out
thar Stephen’s son and sister had been killed
and Stephen’s mob relocated 10 Mendi so we
decided 1o camp at Tari Gap for theee night
before flying back to FPorr Moresby, In the
forests around Tar Gap ar 3000 m we observed
the uncommon Black-throated Robin and abo
the White-winged Robin and Canary Flyrobin,
While we were exploring the foreso ac Tari
with Luke he wok almost every oppormunicy
to hunt possums and ran and threw wicks ar
a tiny newly fledged honeyeater. Even though
Luke worked ar Makara Lodge 45 a bind guide
and in the kichen his namural instinee and
custom wan 10 huot animals for food, Back ar
the Lodge we warched 4 BOP, the Short-nailed
Paradigalla, cxtracting weds from the long
matute inflorescences of Schefflera,

et Marevby
We had a full day ar Port Moreshy before

Hying home = we went up w Vatira NP in
the foothills behind Moreshy, Hete we saw

-









displaying Raggians BOF, the national bird of
PNG, and had good views of many kinghshers
including the Brown-headed Paradise, Yellow-
billedd and Variable Kingfisher but no robins, We
abvo visited the werlands and fringing savanna
woodlands of Pacific Adventist University and
the Nature Park which howses binds of paradise
and tree kangaros,

Back home in Tasmania sfrer 6 wecks
exploring three mountain ranges and lows of
camping and cimbing up and down | had o
decide whether to retum 0 PNG and if s,
where 10 study robine. Although there wete
plenty of robins in the Tarl forests | decided
there was wo much human dissurbance and
it wasn't safe especially for women. The hill

Referencex:

forest around Keki Lodge in the northern
Adelberts was a very good site for stadying a
good population of Bunded Yellow Robin but
Its nesting season was unknown and it would
have been difficule studying other robin species
up to 1600 m. So | decided the YUS CA was
the best place by far w0 sudy mid-montane
species of mbins. The exploatory trip was a
dream come tue. Noe only did 1 warch binds
in three places | had never birded but | got
watch many beautiful birds, All 1 had w do
now was find 2 volunteer or two who would be
willing 10 spend two months over October 10
December camping in the bush and studying
robins every day.
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The Launceston Environment Centre

ey St

Recently a small plece in the Launceston
Examiner (July 22, 2015) marked the closure
of the Centre
(LEC) after 41 years of community service

Launceston  Environment
This was a sad reminder of when us President
| presenred my Gth Annual Report for 2002-
03, | recalled the small band of dedicated
volunweers, including  Secretary De John
Wibon and Brian O'Byrne as Treasurer, who
had been willing to ssaff the Charles Streer
office, to manage the many projects, seck
funds for new projects, make submissions on
State policies and new devedopments, support
individuals Broups

with heritage and environmental concerns,

local and  community
represent the LEC on numeroms committees
that dealt with the local environment, heritage
and local government planning issues, as well
a pravided inpur on the development aof the
then new Northern Regional Natural Resource
Management Asociation, Helen Jones was for
many years volunteer librarian at the LEC and
was dedicated 1o keeping the extensive Libeary
in order.

Funding from the Australian Government
Grants o Volunteer Envitonment and Heritage
Organisations (GVEHO), though never secure,
enabled the LEC to funcrion with a part-time
paid co-ordinator,

Even though the LEC gained tax deductable
status with the Awstralian Taxation Office,
thisn did not provide any additional donations
However, during the years 2002.03, $400,000
in grants was matched with inkind support
which enabled the engagement of specialists for
the completion of many projects,

Since 1997, the LEC had hosted the
Launcoton  Waterwarch program  but  this
ended when funding coused und the project
officers Ruth Mollison and Duane Richardson
became redundant. It was Ruth who discovered

a rogue fish Gamtbunsa balbrowkis during roatine
monitoring of water in the Tamar Island
Wetlands and Rodney Milner was funded 10
continued the eradication project. This fish
from Mexico has an appetite for eggs of frogs
and other aquatic life and had the porential o
wipe out many of our native threatened specics
including the Green and Gold Frog (Literia
napiforesi),

Project othicer Sandy Lelghton and volunteens
undertook studies of threatened invertebrare
species at Cararact Gorge (Plomley Trapdoor
spider Migas plomslert and a tand snail Peomadiese

Jrngermunnine). Subsequent funding enabled

this work 1o be progressed with the engagement
of roologist Simon Fearn. In partnership wich
the Launceston City Council, Queen Victoria
Museum and Arr Gallery, Hydro Tasmania and
Departmsent of Primuary Industry, Water and
Environment (DPIWE) Nature Conservation

Branch & management plan wax developed,

Crembanie  Dollrondss  wan

he introduced  fish
Tamsar Islasd Wedands disting

iscovered ar b
routine moaieoring. Bt cats the age of o and
other aguatic Hie and has the potential (o wipe o
mative threatenid species Inclisding the Green and

Caold Frog (Literte nessiformin



In the nearby Trevallyn Rescrve 2 team of
local experts (Sandy Lelghton, Jim Nelson,
Sarah Lloyd, Steve Cronin and Simon Fearn)
was eopged o undertake ficdd studies over 2
vears, Thin resulted inoa ropors “Trevallyn Scare
Reserve Management Guidelines of  Fauna
Species of Conservation Significance” thar was
completed for the Parks & Wildlife Service,

Another siccesstul profect was the education
ynd management for three endemic Enpaens
Burrowing Crayhwh that are natlonally liseed a
threatened species. The project was linked 1o a
species recovery project that had been awarded
o DPIWE Branch
Negotiations Australia

Narure Conservanon

with Enviromment
resuleed in combining the two projects with
the LEC adminisiening the combined gran:
Following on from Jim Nelson's work, Joanna
Lyall administered the Burnic species and
Susannah Kenny administered the Lilydale and
Scotdale species including the management
of fire on battongrass, the prime habitar for
species,  LEC

this local staff were involved

with landholdens and the community with
anground rehabilitation works, workshops, 3
web page and a video production During site
monitoring Jum located as least one new species
(yer 10 be described) which became a s
medka event and even made the pages of the
Launceston newspaper. Leigh Wilters, as Land
Covenant Cfficer with the Tasmanian Farmers
and Graziets Association, was contracted 1o
undertake discussions with local landowners
tor possible Covenanex and/or the purchasing
of kand, a project that ensured the comervation
of the critical habutat for the Scotndale species

Forestry issues were ever present particularly
with community concerns abour the guality
of Launcestons water supply in the upper
catchmenr with extemive dearance of  native

vegetation  in porth-castern Tasmania  for
plantations

Of grear concern to community health was
the burning of irewood in woodhearens within
the Launceston city. Linked o this was the

approval of plams by the Lannceston Council for

was bosin] uidey
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a replacement wood fired boller for the Gunns
tmber mills, located at Inveresk. Together
with the Taumanian Conservation  Trust
(TCT), the LEC was successful with an appeal
with a condition introduced by 2004 for the
reduced particulate emissions from the Gunns
wood-fired boiler to meet o new standard 100
microgram/cublic metre,

The LEC participated in the Air Quality
Working Group thar had satewide stakcholder
representation. This group succesfully lobbied
for the Launceston City Council to introduce
Backyard Bumning controls with a federally-
funded woodhearer buyback scheme, overseen
by project officer Rosemary Norwood. This was
soon followed by the introducrion of the Stare
Alr Qualiey Policy.

Through support from the Tamar Region
Nawral Resource  Management  Serategy
Reference Group Inc the LEC complesed a two
year Backyard Biodiversity Program o raised
community awareness and identify the stase
of knowledge on biodiversity in the Tamar
Region. A free bookler *Gardening for Native
Biodiversity” was published that promoted the
growing of native plane found in the region.

With support from the George Town Council
s well as support from the Australian Maritime
College, Univensity of Tasmania and the Queen
Victoria  Muscum, an  Envirofund  project
enabled the preparation of 4 photo-inventory
to document the marine values of the Tamar
esmuary in the significant Low Head/George
Town arca. Ben Brown was engaged to seeer this
project t identify and promote these values
the local community including schools.

Residents of Trevallyn affected by noise
emanating  from  Guonns  Led  industrial
operations at Inveresk, were supported with
their appeal w0 the Resource Management
and Appeals Tribunal against Launceston Ciry
Council’s decision to allow for an extension
of Gunns operations. With mediation, the
source of noise was located and Gunns agreed

o undertake measures w reduce the nose
levels. At thar time, the State Government then
produced a draft Noise Policy,

Jointly representing both the TCT and the
LEC as stakeholders, we artended meetings ut
Cradle Mountain to maintain 3 watching brief
on the upgrading of infrastructure and planned
ourism developments in this iconic area.

Mining and mineral exploration activities
applications in sensitive conservation  arcas
unracted our anention when as community
stakeholdery we joined with the TCT and were
involved in mediation that was arranged by
Mincral Rexources Tavmania. As a roult most
times special precautions were agreed 1o 5o as
to safeguard the natural and cultural values
of the arcax under investigation, We artended
meetings with iron ore minen and processors at
Savage River and Port Latma, Also gobd miners
at Henty needed 3 community environmental
organisation for then endonement of their
mine rehabiliation plans for the leach residue
dam. Utilising the expertise of Horticulturalist
John Duodley, be provided advice free-of-
charge, which resulted in an amended plan
for the implementation of more appropriate
restoration methods,

As 3 regional community  organisstion
the LEC was lavited o amend meetings,
workshops and discussion groups, make formal
submissions, arrend public hearings and m front
the media on many environmental sues.

In winding up the Launceston Environment
Centre, the Board decided o donate the
remaining funds of $10 000 to the Tasmanian
Conservation  Trust who plan o expand
their operations In the north. However, this
organisation is abo under severe financial
pressures to survive in this curent very
unhepful political climate,



A Creed for Nature Lovers (1936)
Ellis Troughton

| believe:
That, because the Australian continent fostered all the Bscinating furred animals, birds, and
Howers that awaited the coming of civilisstion, our kand must remain their everlasting sancruary.
That, because the forests and trees supply food and shelter for the birds, and unique
muarsupials like the Koals, such forests should not be destroyed without adequate reason and due

L
, Thut wild Rowers should be gathered only with thae appreciative care due to living things of
exquirite scent and beaury.

Thar the nests of birds, buile with such patient devotion, should never be destroyed in
thoughthess curiosity: thae their eggs should be left w0 bring forth lovely feathered songsserns; thar
the rifling of their homes is no less & crime than is theft from our own,

Thas enjoyment of living plants and animals will provide a more lastiog and universal source
of pleasure and education than collecting their remaing, save in the cause of sclence, and for
axhibitions which increase knowledge and the love of nature.

That we should not destroy living things that are harmless 0 us, as we hope to avoid harmful
things ourselves; that even harmful creatures should be controlled wirh due regard for their
roological heritage and right to survive.

That any wholesale sacrificing of native animals for monetary gain, in 3 country o rich in
resources of grain, stock, and minerale. s a confession of incompetence and wasteful greed,
unworthy of the Australian Commonwesleh.

That, because ancient Australian isolation evolved the gentlest and leaat harmful bost of furred
animals the world can ever know, they must be converved with benevolent care and receive adequase
wanceuary for their future survival, subject only to the vital economic needs of man.

Ellis Troughton (1893-1974) ER.Z.S., CM.Z.S. was curator of Mammals ar the Australian
Museum, Sydney: Hon. Secretary, Australian Fauna and Flora Conservation Committee of the
Auntralian and New Zealand Avociation for the Advancement of Science: and Member of the
Advisory Panel under the Faunas Protection Act of New South Walkes,

His creed for nature Jovers, prompeed by the evidence of the appalling waste of fauna and flora
during the bref period of sertlement in Australia, was first published in the Auseralian Museum
Magaxine in 1936, two yeans before the 150ch Anniversary of colonisation.

It was reprinted in his book Furred animals of Awralta (box published in 1941)

‘t epitamise the wrgent need for @ sympathetic. wnielfish and constructive approac tw the problem
of providing adequate protectian, sinctuaries and national parks 1o avert the appreaching extinction
of many moor of tise ancient inbabizants of sur adopred land.’

References:

Traughtoa, E 1957 The Farred animaby of Auscralis, Angos & Robermson, Sydney.

Vine, S 2015 “Swifi Exit" In Auscesdian Biedlife Vol 4 No. 2. Blsdlife Australia, Medboarne.

It fem wikcpreadia oo/ wikd/Sapar_glider (viewed 24 July 2015)

haepd idpipwe. cas govaniwildlife- mansgement/snimabs-ol- tasmania mammaby possums-angimos-and-
wombuaa/ possumw/sagan-ghider (viewed 24 July 2015)
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Sugar §|idcrs
Sarah Lioyd

I 2015 researchers wing remote camers
technology ‘captured” Sugar Gliders eating
females, eggs and chicks of Swift and Orange
bellied Parrots and filmed one at the nest of 2
Forty-spotted Pardalote. The small marsupials
(20 cm from nose o tip of tail) have also been
photographed feeding on other caviry nesters
including Blue-winged Parrot, Green Rosella,
Tree Martin and Seriated Pardalore

The Sugar Glider is widespread on mainkand
Auvralia with some debate us to i status in
Tasmania. In his book The Furmed animud
of Anstradea (1957) Ellis Troughton wrote
that It was introduced in 1835 bot its ‘wide
distribution [in Tasmania| suggests thar it
may have been indigenous. and possibly
overlooked because of its shy habits’. However,
the absence of skeletal remain in subfosil
deposits i Tasmania and lack of an Aboriginal
name is regarded as further evidence that it
was introduced.

Whether indigenous or introduced, the
nocrurnal Sugar Glider is now widospread
in Tasmania. s common name comes
from the abundance of boney, sugar and
jam caten by captive animals and its abilicy
to glide distances of up 10 90 metens wing
the membrane that joins its front and back
limbs. In its natural habitat it s omnivorous
and opportunistic and has been recorded
feeding on invertebrates, acacia gum, the
sap of cucalypes, lizands, small birds, noctar,
scacia seeds, bird eggy, pollen, fungi and
native fruits. I long front incisors may be
for tearing young branches 1o ger at the juicy
wood, as suggested by Troughton, or they
may be for cutring bark 1o initiate a sap flow
Wild Sugar Gliders exhibic a 'spit-fire temper’
with biting and scrarching—cerainly not the
temperament of the ‘excellent pets’ they are
reputed 1o be.

Troughron's book (see references p, 14)
describes the antics of several pet animals,
one with an unusal dict. It repected inseces
and hoaey bur favoured cauliflower, chokoes,
pumpkin, baked pomtoes and arrowroat
biscuits dipped in tea — amongst other things.
It was often observed killing young mice,
‘pouncing with great speed and excitement
and nipping them ax the back of the head’, an
aggressive ability he thought enshles it to resist
arracks from kirge sggressors in the wild.

Sugar Gliders live in family groups
consisting of an adult pair plus several
offspring thar might stay around for several
seasons. They reerear during the day o wee
bollows in which they make 4 nest of Jeaves.
Many generations use the same nest which can
develop 2 strong musky odour.

The Sugar Glider s now implicated in
sending threatened specics ever closer o the
brink of extincrion, Bur should the blame be
apportioned instead 1o those responsible for
land management pracrices that have caused
such a reduction in old growth hollow-bearing
wrees char all cavity nesters are being forced

into ever smaller patches of torest?

Sayar Cillider (Phoenx Lesley Nicklason)
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CNFN Walks and other events

October 4th - Ulverstone: Goat Island & Reid Street Reserves, Meet ar 10.00 aim ar the Goat
bland Reserve, opposite the Blue Wren Tea Room on the coast road between Ulverstone und
Penguin, We will spend the morning observing sea birds and looking ar the ruck pools und the
afternoon in the Reid Screer Reserve (voe article The Narural News, December 2014),

November | Badger Head. Philip Milner will Jead o walk at ane of his favourite places along the
Badger Head track, Wildfowers and orchids should be close 10 their bese. Meet ar 10,00 at the
carpark at the end of Badger Head Road.

December 6 AGM at John and Lynn Hayward’s property at Hawleys' Rd.

Meet at 10.00 for 4 walk followed by 3 BECQ lunch ar 12,00 (being food 10 share). The AGM will
start at 1.30. As in previous years we will be voting on an audit exemption.

Hawley's Rdl is the 2nd turm 1o the left after Kelly's Cage Rd. Jim whl put tape ax the turnolf and ac
the gate into the properey (chird turnoff 1w the right). Drive through the peoperty until you come
to the cabin. There i a toilet, running warer, cutlery e ar the cabin,

January 3 Rat's Castle A great place to see alpine plants, especially cushion plants. Meet at 10.00
at the small carpark st the start of the walking track to Rar’s Castle. The tumoff 1o Rar's Castle i
12 km south of the Mine Lake car park.

Australian Naturalists’ Network Get-together October 2016

The next Australian Naturalists’ Network Gee-together will be held in Perth,
L Western Auseralia from Saturday | Ocrober until Sunday 9 October 2016

| The cvent will cither be held ar 2 venue on the Swan River, 1 2km south-west of
" Perth and 7km cast of Fremantle o on the Indian Ocean coast 10 km south of
Fremantle.

A provisional program for the 2016 event is available but is subject to change,
If you are interested in attending please contact the ANN 2016 Commitree and
the seceetary Masgarer Larke by email:
ANNI6@wanaturalisss ongau and  mlarkegiine.ner.au

(This should be done ASAP as expressions of interest were requested by
August 1 2015)

Prevident: Phil Collles/ 0438122110 / philgersblcon, ung s
Seuretary; oo Nagiwcka 7 6396 1380 / rongermnagoncha. &l an
Tieasurer sl Fdivar: Sarah Llowd / 6396 ) 380 / sarallloydeiprimus com.au
Passont Dr Porer McQuillan

www dispunconaauralise com/
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