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November 7, AGM ut Frankford walk
December 5, Weegena at 9:30 am,
Walk 1o Grama Pools Gog Range.
Meet at Jim Nelson's, 68 Dyoans
Bridge Rd. Travel 1o the Gog Range
by car (20 min.) and then climb about
1 br. tw the top. Walk ncross top to
Granta Pools to investigate an unusual
cucalypt of unknown species and an
unidentified Shoemus species. We will
also sentify frog species in the pooks,
Jook for freshwater crayfish signs, lint
hirds, plants and various elceteras.
Jumuary 16, Cradle Mountain 10 am
A look at the Epacridacese fumily
Meet st Middlesex Plains on the Link
Road tuenoll to the National Park.
Park fees apply, 0 organise to be in a
car with a Nutional Parks pass or pay
at the entranoe gate.
February The annual tidepool
excursion at a time and place 10 be
announced in the next newsleter.

Central North Field
(xt - Nov
999

Threatend Species Strategy
by Jim Nelson

What might be expected from o draft
Threatened Species Strategy (T5S)
produced by a Parks & Wildlife
Service that resides within the
Department of Pnmary Industries?
That such s document should pay
craven obeisance 0 the politically
powerful exploiters that largely
threaten species might be the logical
expectation, and unfortunutely this s
largely the case.

A "strutegy” should be a plon aimed
to obtain a specific result, such o
removing the threats from threstened
species. Instend we appenr to have o
*stratagem’ which is a scheme de-
signed to deceive the enemy - con-
serviiomists, We should not be sor-
prised, but we definitely should be
bitterly disappointed.

Conservationists are a very
marginalised group in the theeatened
species areng. For instance, the
TDhweatened Specics Protection Act
1995 (TSP ) establishes the Commu-
nity Review Commities (CRC) with »
membership of nine, The amogance is



such that a token conservation
orginisation in the CRC need not be
comsidered. So, where does this leave
threatened species?
Basically, the TSS promotes & phi-
losophy that if the key players (agen-
ixhustry) all accept their responsibili-
ties under the 75P( and enter mto
proper consultation, everything should
be able to fall into place. All that is
then needed is to follow the objectives,
actions and performance indicators
scattered through this document and
Eurcka!, oo more threstened specics.
This is such an incredibly obvious and
efficient way of working, that we
should inform the police force imme-
diately, All the police really need to do
Is consult properly with speeders and
drink drivers, und they can do away
with speed cameras, breathalysers and
Mmoying court sppeamnces, plus our
roads will be wonderfully safer.
Okay, ket's face the facts that the
political masters are not sbout to take

islation 1o stop the degradation of our
waterways, the end of wetlands drain-
age and strengthening the 75924

So, where does this legve gy?
Our main comment must be that the
TSS does as Iimtle as possible for
threatenod species while making sure
that the threateming species will not be
particularly inconvenienced. Mean-
while, many fellow species continue 10
struggle at our hands.

Birds and Fire

by Sammh Lioyd

“The moxt serious factor of all ix the
destruction of both food supply and
shelter and, of course. hrevding
hannts, by bush fires. | convider that
these. . foctors. especially. . bush-fires,
accown for more that mine-fenthy of
the disappearance of certain forms.. |
am confidons that the indiscriminate
burning of bush, which is concomitant
af all farming and grazing operationy,
iy by a long way the major cause of
the dizappearance of many of owr
raver species”. Ashby (1924)

The above statement is taken from an
article that appeared in The Emu in
1924 by E. Ashby tithed ‘Notes on
extinct or rare Australian birds, with
Slestions s 1o some causes of their
disappearance.” (Emy 23:178-83)
Despite this early recognition that fire
could be u significant threat 1w birdy,
there have been few long term studies
to determine its full impact.

There is no doubt that fire Is a fre-
quent and important ecological event
in cucalypt forests und woodlands
throughout Australia and it plays a
mujor role in shaping the structure aml
species composition of the vegetstion
which in turn influences the
distribution and abundance of forest
und woodland birds (Recher 1985)

However, the effects of both wildfire
und repeated Jowsintensity control
burns, coupled with the extensive
fragmentation of mative vegetation that
has occurred throughout the country
may lead to species, now perceived us
common, suffering an almost imper-



ceptibly gradual, but inexorable, de-
cline. (Woinarski & Recher 1997) This
can only be exacerbated if practices
continue 1o be planmed from o local
rather than a landscape-scale perspec-
tive and while more comideration s
given to social and economic rather
than ecological factors.

The aboriginal use of fire is some-
timmes used as justification for current

spective — aboriginal people were not
concurrently clearing vast tracks of
land for farming, nor were they
clearfelling native forest on 8 massive
scale. Nor is it likely thut they burmt
any wet forests,

Fire as & management ol in Na-
tional Parks and reserves is used to
retain @ diversity of vegetation types,
or to ‘manage’ for a purticular species
and seems 10 be driven largely by the
predominance of botanical (as com-
pared with zoological, omithological
and entomological) expertise in the
bureaucracy. The overadl ecology of an
area is often ignored with the possibil-
ity that there will be undesimble ou-
comes for muty other species.

With the arrival of warm spring
weather and the looming threst of
hot dry summer, people may be eyeing
ofl detse scrub and piles of logs on
their properties with the intention of
carryiog out hezard redoction e

I don't pretend to have all the an-
swers in this highly vexed issue, but
before you do drop that mutch, please
remember that for birds and many
other life forms, the “hazards’ we are
s0 keen to get rid of are the very things

they require for food, shelter, nesting
material und nest sites.

With particulur regard to birds, there
are many things that need to be con-
sidered by those so ready with the
maiches:

() Breeding

In rempernte climates birds tradition-
ally breed in spring and early summer
with the major factoe determining the
breeding season being the availability
of food. As pest-building, egg forma-
tion, egg-laying and incubation take =t
least a month, birds need 1o anticipate
the period of food abundance ofien by
u couple of months. It is advantageous
for hirds to time their breeding so that
when their young are in the nest or are
recently fledged there is a pesk in the
abundance of food. Food shortage and
other disruptions such as fire early in
the season may delay breeding so
much that birds miss the peak in abun-
dance in their food.

Binds that breed earlier give their
young a longer period in which to
learn how to feed themselves before
food becomes scurce. Early breeding
gives adults other advantages - the
chance of # successful second broed-
ing attempt if the first fails, or u
chance to rear a secand brood of
young

Even the most experienced breeders
mst overcome mumerous difficulties
in rearing thelr offspring to indepernd-
ence -~ these include:

spredatons such Gs curmawongs,
mvens, kookaburras, reptiles, and
mamimals;

+heood parasites such as the Pallid,
Fantuiled and Shining-bronze Cuckoos



that parasitise the nest of saall bards
such as thombills, scrubwrens, Eastern
Spirebills and other honeyeaters

Young Palid Cockoo (left) & toster paront

sextreme westher conditions such ax
sudden cold periods in spring thal
may chill eggs o Kill chicks. Hot
weather cun cause mortility, and
beavy rain and strong winds may
swamp or dislodge cgpes

{b) Moulting

ANl birds need 1o mowdt st least once
a year as birds with wom feathers may
be incthclent wt fying a! feeding
Rencwal of feathers is essential for the
muintenunce of health, temperature
regulation, protection of the body und
in moat species, Night, New leuthers,
like breeding, require protein snd
energy, Consequently breading and
moulting rarely cointide. Moulting
sually follows breedmg in late sum-
mer and mutomn, and, as birds are
partscularly valnerable st this time
they need i safe place 10 go
{c) Availability of foox!

Many birds need to store fat 10 fuel

migratory flights and sedemtury specices
reyuiire o reserve lor winter when food
bocomes scarce

Many species of
bush birds such as the
Bassian Thrah, Tas
manan Scrubwren and
robins feed almost
exclusively on inverne-
brates i the litter
layer. This is com
pietely obliterated
most fires, and is of
course the desired
outcome ol fuel reduc-
ton bams

Rotting logs represent
hot spaots of insect
biodivessity m forested
habitats with hundreds of species ol
insects in Taamania being dependent
on log-dwelling fungs as a food
source. (McQuillan 1996)

As most hurds are insectivorous at
some stage in their breeding cycle the
contimusal depletion by fire of ongamic
mutter such =5 leaf litter and decom
posing logs — und the invertebrate
founm that this material supports

| mist be compromising the chances ol

long term survival of many of our bird
SPECIcA
(1) Invenertyales

A policy of buming in short cycles
gives few inversebrate specics o
Studies hay
undertaken in the dry sclerophydl foe

chance 10 recover ¢ been
ests in Northeast Tasmanm 10 deter-
mune the impact of repoated fires. On
only one site did the authors observe
an active and diverse mvenicbrate
T, und thiis wos an sres that had



not been burnt for at Jeast 15 years,
(Neyland 1996)

An can be seen from the nccompany-
ing chart, many birds use spidens” web
in the construction of their nests. The
intricate architecture of fallen twigs
and leaves in the understorey is impos-
tant for small web-building spiders
thut rely on this three dimensional
structure 10 build and maintain their
snares. (McQuillan 1996)
Conclusion

Past research has concentrated on the
have always been perceived as the
most senous threat to bird conserva-
tion. However, the more frequent use
of low intensity fire s a management
wol may be affecting all birds and
especially those with restricted disiri
poor dispersal ability muxl/or narrow
habitat requirements,

When it comes to buming, it seems
that 10 & large extent, myth, anecdote
nod cusual observation substitute for
detailed knowledge when it comes to
( Woinmrski & Recher 1997)

“Mosaic burning” s oflen said to be
the answer. However, the size of the
mosaic ts rarely, if ever, mentioned
and presumably this would vary con-
siderably depending on the vegetation
type being managed. Priority s gener-
ally given to maintaining vegetation
communitics rather than looking at the
overal! ecological picture, It is not
simply the foristios but rather the
structure of an ares that deteemines the
presence of species in o bied commu-
nity. (Gilmore 1985)

In Austrlia, the most detailed long-
term studies suggest that frequent,
low-intensity fires may kead to the
decline and loss of some bird species
which are presently percetved as com-
mon and fittle affected by mild fires.
(Womnarski & Recher 1997) Ths alone
should give pause 1o our view that we
know what we are doing with fire.
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ded for nestng of some common forest birds.

DRSS, m&gs@me“

bark, spiders’ web, grass, down, har and feathers

- = |wigs.grass sioms, spiders web and piant down

moss, har, spiders’ web and loathers

= o moss grass spiders’ web. hair, fur and festhers

= %‘:‘%MM& , moss, ichen, R, har, plant down
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o lbark sinps, grass and fooiets
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. twigs, grass and rookots
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mud pellets bound with grass, lined with fur, hair, grass
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0 the Birds of Australia. Angus and Robertson. Sydney



Conservation on the NORTH Island

by John Hayward

Ever doubled the advantages of own-
ing your own government? Then take o
look, as | recently did, at the instru-
ment for creating conservation cove
enunts on private band 2s part of the
Comprehensive, Adequate and Repre-
semtative (C.AR.) reserve system
under the RFA. Not content with
achieving de facto title to about two
thirds of our public land at the appar-
ent cost of no more of » few well-
aimed politicsl donations, the chippers
have ngged up & system here which
appears 1o have the potential 10 pro-
vide them with taxpayers money for
warchousing their privately owned
areas of high conservation value until
such time as they decide 1o call in the
skidders.

A covenant i a common law device
for creating 4 noo-possessory inlerest
in land, most commonly by restricting
the owner from specified activities. It
is generally not ironclad; it may be
extinguished on the basis that the
purpose, in this case conservation, is
no longer compolling, or that it im-
poses undue cconomic hardship on the
proprictor. In the covenants created for
C.AR. reserves, however, the loop-
holes have been increased in size and
number 10 the extent that o log truck
may paan through without slowing
down

Prospective C.AR. reserves on pri-
vate land contnining trees are to bo
wentified by the Timber Harvesting
Plans (THP) submitied by the
woodchip companies to Private Foe-

)

ests Tasmara, In this manner the
potential for abuse or mismanagement
in eliminated — it becomes a certainty,
If priceless conservation values are
noted, the owner may be invited (there
is no compulsion) to enter into a con-
servation covenant with the Crown.
The public have no legal interest in the
reserve thereby created and may not
take legal action to enforce the cove
cnand,

In the “Genernl Covenants™ in the
instrument, the owner agrees to abide
by the Management Plan drawn up by
the Crown, in consultation with the
owner, which sets out restrictions as 10
such activities as tree harvesting, vog-
ctation clearance, herbicide use, skash-
ing and buming, grazing, removal of
soil, gravel or other natural resources
ete.. Curiously, there & o second set of
“Genernl Covenants' (but with the
same section number as the first) for
“more sensitive ancas”™. In this one
there s an unqualified prohibition on
just three activities: tree harvesting,
prazing, and mining. 1f you imagine
that timber harvesting is utterly incom-
patible with any notion of a conservi-
tion reserve, have a Jook at 5.9 of the
imstrvement which requires the approval
of the PEW minister for any THP.
While there, you may us well enjoy
5 10, which prescribes that any dispute
between owner and Crown shall be
finally be determined imder the Com.
mercial Arbitration Act 1986,

Compensation for the owner will be
determined by the usual committes of
very interestod partics and paid directly.
The quantum will be determined on &
commercial basts, most promanently on



the market value of the timber being
spared. Scemingly, this would be paid
as an snnuity, as the valoe of the tim-
ber is subject to change over time. I the
market rises, 4 corporste owner would
seem to need only wait for the next
statutory five-yearly review of the
management plan, at which time a
stratospheric demand for increased
compensation can be made for rejec-
tion by the minister, st which point the
original THP can be resubmitted.
Amazingly cnough, the National Parks
& Wildlite Act expressly forbids the
Forest Practices Board from refusing
to approve the THP or applyving sy con.
ditions to protect the conservation
vilues for winch the covenant was made.
You may usk why the government
doesn't simply buy these reserves the
same way Forestry Tasmanin and
Private Foeests Tasmania is using
public funds to buy farms and
bushland for clearfelling and pulp-
wood plantations for its private sector
partners? Or, why don't they create
some statutory deovice like the Private
Timber Reserve, created in 1985,
which lasts forever? While an owner
hus the right 1o ask for revacation of o
TR, he/she appears to have no legal
grounsds 1o demand i, even if two
rotations of pines have lefl the place
suitnble for nothing but 8 parking lot,
The FPB, however, can refuse revoca-
tiom (1) if any other party his rendered
fmancial assistance i the development
or maintermance of the PTR or (2) if the
PTR hay been recognised ms such by a
planning scheme or sy other act. In
short, the Bourd can secmingly refuse
revocution in any case it chooses and

prevent the owner from using the land
for sny other purpose. These provi-
sions could prove very handy 1o plan-
tation managers if the riches verbally
promised the owners from the harvest
of the first rotation fail 1o matenalise.
You might put these questions to David
Llewellyn, if you are serious about
Killing some time,

All criticism aside, permitting karge
commercial intereats to draft their own
legnlation is imtegral 1 the central
furphy of our times, the “trickle-
down" theory of wealth distribution. It
both provides our corporations with a
rival public interest, and greatly re-
duces cormuptioe, by legalising it

In the Footsteps of Garibaldi!

by Tony Alisno

On October 18th some of us were
fortunate 10 visit Three Hummock
Island. Prior to that | was provided
with a paper of an extensive work on
the flors of the ishand by Steven Harris
and Jayne Balmer®, which included a
small account of the island’s history.
To my bewilderment, [ leasned thst
Giuseppe Garibaldi had landed bricfly
on this island in 1852 for fresh water.

CGuribakdi s regarded as the father of
modern-day Ttaly, responsible for its
liberation and unification. He Is known
10 Ialinns as the Hero of Two Worlds,
since he also fought extensively in
South America.

You can visit ancient cities and won-
ders such s the pyromids, and be
filled with the history of the place an
those who made it - standing in the
very spot where they must have lived




und played. For me, it was with great
clation that | stood on Chimney Cor-
ner, on a remote iskand knowng this
was where my childhood hero landed
My trip to the islund nlso helped me
gain & new perception of this man of
action. He was a man who muost have
also loved solitude, remotness and
nature, as recorded in the scanty few
writings he lefl. Hurrs and Balmer
include this intriguing quote from him
recalling his visit to the island: “How
often has that lonely island in Bass y
Strait delictously excited my imagina-

tion, when, sich of this civilized socivty

so well yupyplivd with priesty and po
lice agents, | returned in thought to
that pleasant bay, where wey first lamd

ing yiartled a fine covey of pariridees,
ard whrere, amid lofty treey of a centy-
ry ¥ growth, mumered (vic) the clear
ext. the most poetical of brooks, where
we guenched owr thirxt with delight,
and found an abundant xupply of water
for the voyvage

Stunding on Chimney Comer, 1 un
derstood what millions of Ialiany fil
1o comprehend — how the Hero of Two
Worlds who could have had honours
and riches, asked for nought, and
retired on a modest property on i
small iskand 10 spend the rost of his
lite

“Hoerls, 5 & Bamer, J 1997 The Vegetaton and
Floen af Theee Mumnock lslend. Wesksm Bass St

Pagers and Moceedegs of he Royel Socety of
Tussranda Vol 131, pp X758

Tony at Chimney Corner on Three Hummock Island
Contemplating Garibaldi's Aura
(Cape Barren Geese and Hunder Island in background. )
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5 Duys on an Istand

by Jim Netson

The destination wis Three Hummock
Island, one of the larger of the Hunter
Group off northwestern Tusmania. The
light plane oot of Smithton could carry
3 people, and so made two fights to
deliver Samh, Ron, Tony, Steve, Zocy,
and myself 1o the iskand. The half hour
trip gave spectaculer views of the
islands - Perkins, Robbins, Walker and
the east coast of Hunter, We setthed
lightly on the grass runway ot Three
Hummock and were met by Rob
Alliston, who ferried us 10 our accom-
modation. We had prepared oursclves
with maps and lists 30 that we would
have u feel for the nitural values, the
geology und the landforms, and now
we eagerly scanned our surroundings
while Rob pointed out landmarks.
Our accommixdation wus a large
cottage with comfortable beds and
rooms, and everything we needed
except the food and personal belong-
ings we brought. The sitting room
contained a sunny coener with i table
(where Torty immedistely installed his
microscope ) and bookcases full of
intriguing books, Zoey soon found
Escape To An [sland (Rob's mother's
book ) and had her nose in it for most
spare moments the rest of the woek.
The plan for the tnp was for Steve
and Zoey 10 assess the nimbers and
health of the Forester Kangaroos on
the island, and 1o design repeatable
count areas. The CNFN four members
planned 1o list plants, birds, reptiles,
frogs, cruyfish and anything else we
noted. The fiest full doy was 1o be an

excutyion 1o the top of South Hum-
mock for the four of us while Steve

Steven Harris the senior botanist for
P&W had provided us with his and
Jayne Balmer's paper “The Vegetation
And Flom Of Three Hummock Island,
Western Bass Strait™. This excellent
work provided us with & wealth of
information on the island inchuding a
plant list we planned 1o use s o check
list 10 see what we could add. In the
historical references in this paper, we
discovered that the Italian revolution-
ary, Garibaldi, briefly visited the is-
land to take on fresh water in 1852,
Since this was Tony's chikihood bero
in lialy, nothing was going to stop him
from getting 1o this island.

One of the most unusual planty we
noted was (Mearia plutinosa which i
restiicted in distribution in Tasmania.
This is the dominant Neario on the
mland, but unfortanately was not in
flower. Margaret Kinsey hod informed
us that a blue flowered form was to be
found on the island.

We only managed to add a couple
dozen plants to the list, and seven of
these were orchids thut we were able
to catch in flower. We passed the
orchid locations on to Peter Tonelly
who was 10 visit the island soon to
survey for orchids,

Thursday moming dawned foggy
with a prediction of min. The plane
was unable to take ofl from Smithton
1o get us (hoe, hee), Steve und |
decided an sdventure wax in order, so
we bormowed the two mountain bikes
with a plan to get W Emerald Swamp
in the middle of the istund,




We conterred with Rob on finding
the swamp which we knew to be ko-
cuted in the middle of thick vegetation
We were told 10 wade the oreek
until we came 10 open water, and
then cirche around this by sticking
to the cutting grass, Steve and |
looked at each other -~ “Stick w
the cutting grasy ™!

By the time we reached the top
of the pass between South Humn-
mock and Bronzewing Hill, we
were sopked in the rin and our
own swent. We stopped in the it
and had a hot drink, then looked at
cuch other and began laughing.
From there on it was just great
fun. Some of the track was now
completely underwaler, and we
whooped through it while | tried 10
nore the fact that | was a bit rusty
afier 40 years off a bike,

Then we waded in water 50 black
with tannin that you couldn’t see into
I 1 looked for fresh Engoens burrows
a5 an excuse, and | saw a few, bt they
were burrowing into root masses
impossible 10 dig into. The surround-
ing Melalewea became so thick we
actually fonnd out why we hod to stick
10 the cutling grass — Unfortunately!

Wading almost constamly in water up
10 knee doep, we finally stopped in an
arca of large Ewcalypius brookeriama
and ate lunch. We decided we needed
10 tum hock, and atter agreeing where
East lny, we heuded straight for the
track that way. Most of an hour later
we hit some very thick scrub with
Steve beenking track. He exhaustedly
tumed this job 10 me, ad 10 metres
later | broke onto the track with a

laugh. Then we squelchingly rode back
arriving expended and exhilurated.

Book Review by Jim Nelson
Auxtrulia’s heathlands are enor.
maoussly rich in species. The ecological
study of this richness that almost rivals
tropical minforests gives fascinating
maights smio how plants fill niches and
develop commumities in impoverished
environments. The  Disappearing
Henth Revisited by ) B, Kirkpatrick
and S. Harnis provides easy to under-
stand explanations of the history, ecol-
ogy and community types in the first
four chapters. Chapter five sddresses
the flora and covers both rare wnd
common species and is sccompaniod
by Georgina Davis' line drawings
Chapter six gets down to the problem
survival. Conservation and manoge
ment probletns wre aired. There are
lour large appendices with maps of
heath arcas slong with freguencies of
species occurrences within 74 heath
communitics. Publisher: the Toamanian

Environment Centre, Hobarn, $235
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