The Natural News

Central North Field Naturalists Inc.

No. 58 - August 2014

IHE SEARCH FOR THE GOLDEN FAGUS PART 1 - Fund Fdund

A SUBTERRANEAN LIVERWORT -

FUNGI SEASON ~ Soh Loyt '

PLATYPUS HEALTH AND CONSERVATION RESEARCH UPDATE -

NEW BOOKS: A Firld Gudde 1o Tpmantan Fongs by Genetiese Cutly
.‘H""n wf w3 fwreals in s / Iiid .{\‘. IJ'..’J.‘Af‘ l"'."...’ -.". Letrery
v Pareick I

' A ' 2
madritiiesy Sudtrogpsical




[he Search for the Gaolden Fagus (Part 1)

Whtew the antwmn wearher
trms the leiaves 1o flame .

Sepmettibey Song Ky Welll & Mz Andorson

Increasing numbers of wurists and residents
venture into Tesmanias national parks afrer
Artac Day (25 April) cach year in search of
the golden Fagus, the spectacular annual show
of sutumn colours by the endemic deciduous
southern beoch, Notbofingus gunmer, | joined the
scarch last year in Cradle Me. Natlonal Park,
and again this year in Mt Fleld Nadonal Park
Those expeditions aroused my [nterest In the
Fagns and led me o write this two parr arricle
In Pare 2 (nexx aoe) | skeech some of the basic
physics and chemistry undedying the Tuming
of the Fagus - no longer the sole province of
dedicared tashwalkers and fellow members of
the Auwstralian PMlant Sociery and field naouralise
chabs

Digital images of the autumnal Fagus are

now kegion, gready extending the photographic
leicon pioncered by Olegas Teochanas and
Perer  Dombrowkis operators  and
mative plant nurseries  actively marker the

Touris

Fagus and this year marked an inaugural Fagus
Festival with a (somewhat premumire) dinnes
on Apell 26 ac Mr Field NP 10 celebrate The
Turning. What is it about this scraggy lirde
bonsi-candidare shrub, otherwise known as
“tangieloot”, that appears to be raising it to the
starus of 3 Tasmanian icon?

lles of course In it

Part of the answer

uniqueness, It s Tasmani’s, although nos
Australiay, sole native deciduous tree, despite
an enthuniastic ascrtion 1o ther effect on the
webs by Tourtun Tasmanla. Faguy commumnities
provide unexpected exotic splashes of yellow,
orange and (occastonally) red amidsy the browns
and greens of the castern-facing dopes sround
the alpine lakex, tams and In the sheliered
gollies of the Tasmanian highlands in late April
and carly May.

Early Fagus colouts, Robert Tarn (western share), Tam Shelfl Me. Fidd NP 27 April 2014,
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N, pooemid belongs to an ancient genus, The
fossil evidence shows that
popsila the temper
¢ Cretaceous period. B0 mya (million yean

ago) when the planet was wetter and warmcr,

the concentration of an’rn-.;‘hx.'n. CO; wa

aver 1000 ppm (2.5 cmes the 2014 fevel) and
Antarctic temperatiares must have been ae Jeast
10 degrees hotter
The geographic distribution of the 34 extant
members of Nosh r, widely dispersed as
they are over Australasla, Oceania and South
Amcrica, Is be - ) the ancient
super continent Gondwana in the Cretaceous
and led historically to the orginal Gondwaa
hypothesis, The Fagus ix one of four memben
of the ancient Fuscospore subgenus and o
clogest relative s acrually N, alecandrid, a
magive of Chile. South America separated trom
Antarctica and Australia ar the beginning of the
Oligocenc era, about 45 mya, and Australia and
Tasmania rafred away with their consdgniment
of Nathefagus spocics other Gondwana  Early Nothafagwe gumnii foliage, Robert Tarn, Tam
plants (K. Corbett, 2001 Shelf, Mt Bdd Nathonal Park, 27 Apell 2014

Late Fagux codourns, Robert Tamn (wesreen shorr), Tarn Shelf, Mr Ficdd NIU 10 May 2014 (Fhoto: M Ziegeler)




The comparative rarity of the species |
undoubeedly 2 major factor in the rise of
“Fapusmania”, Stands of the \!«-’-\'-'7!~'t\'i:‘.£ Fire

sensitive shrub are estimated o have 3 total arcs

now of no more than 100 square km, much less
the mvrile beech,

than s maore prolifsc relative,
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According to the Tasmanian Parks & Wildlile

(TPSW)
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W days shortew, ohloropdyll srarts o break

chotionr aned anotder pigovent called anthocyenin
takes over. It iy vhiy pigmeens which gives astumn

y )
MRy Ity cione

However moved on

currcot thinking  has
and it & doubsful whether the ubiguitous aned
oxidant anthocyanin plamt pigments play any

the nor

signibicant part in mal turning of the

it is the carotencid pigments, the

yellow xanthophylls and orange carotenes d

Fagus, Rather
Lt

gild the autumn Fagus leaves by abworbing bghi

i the blue end of the specorum, masked carlier

in the scason by the green chlomophyll

Although the TPWS websites muincain that
the decidvwns beach norm @ pectacular yenge of

anrwwmm colowrs, from rus v.-..r':lu.n,;v;v-'v o brilliant
this seemis to be the exception rather than
the nle. The yellow calouns of lare surumn
presumably due o the carotenoids unmasked
by the departing chlorophylh, wsually give way
to the brown mannins of dead follage, not the

mlk-x-, snthocvanin-hased reds of the northern

o

ihe claim thas

nisphere maples and oaka
]

anthocvanin gives sutumn leaves their colour
therefore seems unlikely i northern hemisphere

(UUS  National
Acrually it

known that in the northern hemisphere the

deciduom  leaf  chemiery

Atboretum) Is any guide s well

mast brifliant reds generally follow cool, sunny,

andd dry autumn weather, [nterestingly,  the

Patagonian and Chilcant deciduous relatives,

retrcat, und N, alpima, normally divplay

auramn follage, unlike V. oo

2014

intense rod

0. Ziegeler

Yellow, gold, red & purple pigments in the Fagus. Innes Falls, Cradle Me. Narional Tk
© Dennis Har

fing, 1984. (used with permimion)
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Plant pigments fend thelr colours w0 fungi
and to the lower, fruit, roots, bark, stems and
follage of 4 wide varicty of plants, sending signals
o pollinaton, seed dispersers and prodaton.
Although not synthesksed by animals, they
also serve important commatnication funcrions
when consumed and displayed by binds and
animals, and are evidently vital componenes of
the namiral wodld

OF course ranglefoot foliage is not the only
splash of autumn colour by the Tasmanian
highlands, The trunks of the Tasmanian wnow
gum £, coccifens, and the alpine yellow gum £
unberemubaza (right), like the mainland wmow
gam £ pewciflors on the NSW cross counstry ski
hclda, also display striking carotenoid yellow
snd (probably) anthocyanin red colours like
these found in Fagus Jcaves

To returm 1w the present: in summary, as
the duily inpur of solar enetgy o their foliage
declines ar the end of summer, decidumus trees
like the Fagus prepare for winrer by chosing
down normal  photsynthetic  production
ind shedding their Jeaves. As they do so they
display 4 range of beilliane yellow, arange, and
(occasionally) red colours. Although the benefin

t the wees, of these swan-song colour changes
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A Subterranean Liverwort

In May 2014 CNFN president, Phil Colller

liscovered what sppeared 10 be fiverwon
sporophytes growing out of newly barmnt sediy

]

beathland and senr images 10 3 couple of

contacts for their opinlon, He stated that they

e T ‘.J.r.'J' {I‘n/r...'!‘ IJ‘.H e ."vv,-‘-o" ."-l‘ |."~|'-'J(

10 mm inen the prownd otheriise T wmigit

be tempte

o think they are feretle pare of ¢

liverwore, Thesw have [l(!"'hni for swvveral day

J J : e
BRI 3TeY pak tws im revently burn Lo mud

seared ar the images for some time and

“ul:.! OT ITagine any Iu.,.l |. nown liverwiort
o exhibir this bebaviour and decided it was

worth making a trip to the siic to observe the
plenoImnena At nrar hand
'\n.'!;] day I.I'l | I.I“l-’ Jal !iu- ‘(.‘-\II'.

and sure cnough there were masses of ‘theeads

n strong conrast 1o the burmt ground. My
snitial opinion wus thar this was some form of
fungus, Patches of groand up 10 300 mm across
were neur white with the 'threads’. | collecred
4 couple of soll cores and ook them howme for

closer study

Under th wax obvioas thas

:Iu-["'w“‘ﬂ i
the sporophytes were those of a liverworr bur
with notable differences from what | have been
accuntommed ro:
1} Sporoplivies scemed to persdst over several
i |
dayw while in other lealy Hiverworrs they dehisce
and collapgee in 2 matter of houn
" )
Colliers observation as well as mine of the

ample we collected and pocted up

salk) had no -,..!ulv»uf several «
capsules had not ‘opened’. This may acco
||ll' L’l'.'l'”'l ol "l” (l"‘ll'l cs on "..h j_:rlifl!‘. | Yy
comprise of several davs growth

) Cagsules do nor dihisce by splining open

into quadranes and releasi

Wores/
clurers, Rather they appear w0 have 4 pair of

¢ )
‘.!"‘ df e Lae wineh Al['n.’l 0 FERCIAE PO

Newly bum sedgy hearhland at Rubicon Sanceuary

with the whize threads' of the liverwan

Spotes are relessed through 2 palr of vertical alits a

the sides of the caprules



much in the same way as the moss Andreans, |
speculare this could go on for days depending
upon weather condithons, A wet capsule placed
under the dissecror microscope looked ' intoct
when placed on the dide bur within 10 minutes
slits had opened on both sides and clarers and
spores weee being ejected over several minures

Examination of underground parts showed
club-like vertical growth with  sporophyies
emanating from the top. | was able 1o remove
part of the gynoecial braces (guard leaves
protecting the female organ) which were heavily
toothed. The cells seemed to contain oil bodies,
capsule walls had the cypical parrern, and both
spores and carers were typical of liverworts,

As far as 1 koew chere are only wo
subtetrancan liverworts, Cryptochallis meirabilts
from western Europe and € fimwewn from
Costa Rica. This could be & new species,

| powed a note on Beyonet (a lsoserver for
bryophyte enthusiasts) about my observation
and provided some images. A few hours fater
it was suggested that this was probably the
marsupia  (endesground  female ongan) and
sporophytes of Lethocnlew pamsa where the

sterile gametophyte dics back each vear. In this
case they had been burot to the ground

L. parss s unisial in thar fruiting is rare and
0o herbarium seems 1o hold fruiting marerial
Not surprisingly there were several requests for
specimens

Ihis called for a scoond trip 1o the site and this
sime | ook a closer look ar the unburnt ground
nearby, There were pale purches (obviously dead
from heat of fire and bleached) thar murned our
o be Croebelodryum ungwiculatum, the frulting
of which is not as rare as L. pansa

Cleaning the soll vores yielded numerous
marsupla as well 2 fragmenes of vegerative
grow, all of which were wothed and belonged
w G M"xl(ll'fdd"lm

This proved o be 3 major disappolatment
- from what | thought was an extremely
rare Cryprothallus, 1o a rather rare fruiting
Lethocodea, 1o the more common Govbelobryum.
However it provided an opportunity o record
an event that moat people would never see

This arricle Is on the disjunctnaturalint website
Hhuseraved with Tom's micrographs.

Mouses of dry forests in wowth exstern Awreralia by Cassia

Read and Bernard Shantery. Friends of the Box-ironbark
forests (Mount Alexander Region) (2014) PO Box 322
Castlernaine 3450, rrp $10 + $2 postage.

This smull book describes the ecological roles of momes.
their Jife cyde, sructure and impormane identifying
features

The mosses depicted are “aw-carching specier thar may
Intve i foarwre distincrive emough 10 be identified without
the weed for 4 bigh power micracope’. Eacht species has
a drawing of a letf and 3 or 4 phocographs Blustrating
capsules, green or desiceared leaves and groweh habis

Heres u glimpse of this livcde known pare of the plians
kingdom, Written fur seudents and abuwolnte beginners, iti
tecimicitlly accurate but free of technical kangnage And it
generowsly ilwirated. (From the back cover)




On May 4 2014 2 large conringent of held
I

naturalists converged on ‘Feathert

', the Lower

i

':1."!"1}1 M) “U'“.”H\ ol r'.'ulv" “: !‘|\' fn

||n_ "_l'lg,.l ey l,llfh‘ l\:-_-_1 I'. I" Gene VIesy

Cares and D David Rarkowsky

E"‘_|'|" ‘vln‘nl'.) I_|||VIIV|"I.I. £ A Dea !.'lll
garden of narive "l.l WA, OPCEh ZTassy arcas o d
.‘~l|'l‘l L"l-'~ n llu ’u adwarers of |'.|_‘ Lon

River. The pully has ascaped recent disturbanc

and is dominated by magnificent giam ash

ynam) with a mid storey o

( Encalypria
I

Sopw |-|.1 Pomaders .ll I'lni m I.‘.

”l:fl IS [.Hi‘. gr and layer

| CAearyg argopiniid)

vegeration but numerou cattered logs and
other coarse woody debris

I's casv to forper just how formanate we arc

have two of the country s leading r:v'.nv]|:|'1-"
in our midse. Geneviey and David are not

only willing to travel 1o artend and lead fungal

foravs fust about anywhere, but they have jum

;"nu‘-r.l" AN CXTremSly Inlormanve f’nl:i Rae

| Ficld Guide to Tasmurrian Fumer is a long

based on over 1000 tunga

!‘-‘l"'l! FesOuTGe ' i

foravs made by the authors, Many sirveys wery

undertaken during Genevieves work on the

fungl assochated with coarse woody debris for
her PhD thests. It was this group thar scemed
o be mogt abundant dur N our oy at Lower
Bartington
Some of us made an atengd Lo
hook ournscives burt

spocics lrom  the W

mostly we handed them o the authoes who

weic Il'-l"l"L 1"4' o .1“!‘ Iy

11"."1',1 H'- i

speics wWits o |.'||. Jd

" r,l.'_--?l’u !n s lis

s IS i 3 i A
2 FIsd Owiae 1o Jasmuasian runs UCRINS W uf‘

fesenhing

:|--.~.!1._:.v1« ;-,|';_'|‘;:'|. fung and

thair e modes. It conrinues with an outline of

the fearures w look for when identiiying hungl

(spore colour, § sbsence of vells, mill

s

‘||f ‘:| { the

s oo

_fhl ."U.l'l'l" I €t}

MTRICTL

A Field Guide to |
Tasmanian Fungi ‘

Getewwet Lowi A Cov g Rrtomiby

genera of gilled fungl in Tavmania based fiesely
\ table

wures of the mrajor genera of gilled fung)

n spare colous that summaries th

key Ic

found in Tasmania ks abo included

The majority of the book Is devored 10 species
doseriptions  arranged  in alphabetical  order
by genera, The main features of the geners

are outlined at the start of cach section with

X A
additional Information sach as Gondwanas

raxonomai sLarus  orc :'n' peLic

descriprions induding siee, colour, odour (if
; . 3
habitat where it s Hkely 10 be

!

any ."||l l}n

encountered. Each species has a photograph

and Magran vllni Cating the month ot montls

graphs are

whes [t i likely 1o be scen, The phot
excellent and those of Michael Pilkington are
m.t‘."rul'rl;~ indced they are works of art

The authors use the latess peh ished mames
and indicare where specics have been incorrectly
Id gabdes r thoss

named in other h HpCLCs



Y ;vunl J".';*'-'p."m aursradiensis on very odd \...IJ:!.'\ < J"p:l.’ Fungis Inwacybe meridionalls growang
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oy w ag on gilled fangus Canlering frppuarum v fiornciewdare VAL armrsid:

growing amongst moss ot 2 hevophyte-<overed log wihvie.covered log




ot ver saentibcally described and named
o in still the case for hundreds of species in
Australia; the suthons give their tag name’, Le
s name they lave used in the fiedd o describx
{requently seen species. The tag names describxe
¢ {eature of the fungus (e Amanise ‘marzipan
refers 1o a strong odour of almond essence:

Cortinaris ‘green gills' i self explanarory) and

Is a good idea tor one’s own fidd work.

Back st home | Hicked through the pages and
was immediatdy able to pot 4 name to 4 fow
species 1'd been unable 10 identify, The next day
came the big test - how useful is the book a5 3
fiekd guide? It cermainly passed west number one:
It Biex into 4 jacker pockes

The firse fungus | encountered was a wll
specics not kar from the house. It could have been
cither a2 Mycenax or an Exzoloma so | collected
the specimen and ook a spore print. The whise
wores indicated Mycema and my  specimen
resembled the "hnhv of M. marangania and the
litrer habitar was the same

I then found two species thar looked similar
to the Mywena bur with the salmon-pink gills
characreristic of Entplewns spp. This Genu s
well represented in the book v Genevieve also
has to bher credit 8 monograph covering the
Entolomataceae family

| bypassed & few Cartimaring species (of which
there are many) on the way 1o the ssamp and
noticed a2 pute whire fungus. Just as [ was
checking the book and wrying o decide if it
wits 4 Lescowparions on white Leplota some slime
moulds caughs my eye. Stalked white sporangia
of Didymrism spsarmulorure had developed on
moss, the dead and live leaves of cuming grass
(Galmia gramdls), and o blackwood (Aoecia
.'nn'.l'r.'-'\‘\l'n.'!' deal. In one istance, a sporangia
was sandwiched berween two fruit bodies ol
Torendseila ewcalypti, 3 distinctive cup fungus
that grows only on blackwood Jeaves

After using the book to identify Prasza thezers
wowlng near the cloches line, | headed down

to the gully where | found 3 small Srerewm,

Myzomycero Didymium sguamudmam with cup
fungus Torendiells vacatrpri on a blackwood leaf

- . - -
Cup fungus Fezize theseii and pilled Fungus
Conacyde filaris on buried wood in LIAWY ares.

Myxomycete Camatricha sp. (with fungal Rlaments)

on fenile surface of Seerrnm sp. o0 dead wringyhark



8 ochracesflarum, and numetows species of
myxomyceres onh a dead aringybark (Ewcelyprn
wbligpua) that fell in early April,

At this stage | bad to make 2 decision about
whether 0 continue my st of the book
wsefulness or 1o devote myself 1o collecting
the abundant myxomycetes thar were ahwo in
the field. | chose the latet course for several
reasons: | know from previows experience that
idenrifying fungi s no cay task no matter
how many excellent field guides are ar hand. It
requires a lot more than smply ficking throagh
the pages of o book. It rakes time to collect the
specimens and get spore prine, and a lot of
space in the house. Furthetmore, dime moulds
are ephemeral, unpredicrable organisms thae
need 10 be collecced as soon as they marure
far fear they will getr washed away by rain or
covered in white fungal filaments.

One can only imagine the counthess hours
that go imo compiling a ficld guide of this
nature, Decislons must be made abour the

e i R e UE———

species 1o include and whar photographs best
illastrare the species.

One of the things that | found confusing when
| starved my explosation of fung about ten yeurs
ago was that most species change considerably
as they mature. Some stary an intense colour
that slowly fades with age and some are covered
in scales or spots that disappear after rain or as
the fruit bodies marure, This is something thac
o one field gulde could be expecred to cover.

A Field Guide so Tiomanian Fungi s full of
information that should allow ukers 1o identify
many common and not s common specles. It
Ix published by the Tasmanian Field Nararaliss
Club and is available from their website and

We sncercly thank Philip Milner for
allawleg us to vist his property and Genevieve
and David for compiling the species list from
Lower Bartington ~ and for producing this
excellent gnide.

Fungi and myxomycetes at Lower Barrington May 4 2014

Armitlaria wovaceelandiar Lesicogloea campresa Prevdolydmum gelatinorum
Bispovella citring . Prilocybe hepatochrous
Clicopibo lateritiv Mycena cyridima Sclerwderma cepa
Collybia eucalypanrum Myvena interrupta Skeletocutss nivea
Crepideatus nephrodes Mycena mulewaeitris Tremedla frciformic
Crepidors sariahilts Mycena nargan
Datranis brunnevlenca Mycena rosenflarw Myxomycetes
Glovaporus taxicoli Mycema wubgalericulata Ceratiomyxa fruticaloa
Gymanupilues anssropicrens Mycena vimacea Lycogela epidendrum
Junghubmia rhinacephale Mycema viscidocruemta Seemaoniris sp.
Laccaria sp, Mycoacia beenaces Trichia verrucosa

' ovina Ormphsdineus widiformis Trichia 1p.
Lentinellws pubvisulus Ohwddemarisella gigaspora
Lepiota ‘blne’ Phellinw wabibergit

Lepiota catrmine brouwn'

Prathryrella echinata

il
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[‘!.‘1[\'}‘!:'- Health and Conservation Research in the Inglis River

Carchment updarte

I have previously wrinten amicles for the

Narural

and conservation rescarch in the Inglis River

News about my platypus  health
Carchment In northwest Tasmands which has
been kindly supporred by the Central North
Ficld Naturalists, The fieldwork for the project
has been complesad and | am now putting
the resules together. 1 am planning o updaze
the Natural News an the findings as differens
parts of the analysis are completed and they

are accepred for publication in pees-reviewed

powrnals,  The st paper thar we have written
relatey to the developenent of # novel methud of
monitaring wild playpuses (Macgregor et al
i press), The 2im of this part of the project was
to develop a placypus monitoring technique
that didn't refy on repeated caprure of animals
or the application of refatively large tracking
devices. that was relatively non labout-intensive
and thar could be used in the long rerm

Ay | bave described in my las artidde for

the Namural News, placypuses that have been

Flat paoel and rannel anvennas in place in emall crecks



caprured during the

bodwork have boen
individually identificd with a microchip before
release (a roatine procedure in many plarypies
and other wildlife studies), and that we hawe
monitored the movements of microchipped
platypuses pase certain sites in small crecks using
inestream amennas. We have used two diffesent
Antenng types: a Hat p.mci 45 cm square vhat is
placed on the creck floor for plarypstses 1o move
over, and u short 60 cm diameter tunnel thar
platypuses can move through. The flar pancls
are ahle to detect one type of microchip; the
tunnel is able 10 detecr two different types of
microchip., Antenna were conmected 10 4
decoder on the creck bank, from which ssored
data could be downloaded perindically, and each
whole system wax pawered by 3 solar pancl. As
2 result, the systems continued to gather data
cven il unattended for dayw/'weeks.

Duting the 13 month devdopment phase
of this pare of the projece, we recorded a toral

of 528 platypus movements (consisting of 18

o

individual platypuses) past nine fixed Jocations
during 264 days of maonitoning.  Sites were
monitored onc or two times for durations of 8
39 days, W detected 13 of 18 (72%) plarypuses
captured a1 the nine monioring sites within
the previous 16 months. Two platypuses that
had been caprured ar different sites were abwo
detected, Importandy, three of seven (43%)
plarypases microchipped ar these sires 3-5 yeans
previoualy were also. detecred, indicating the
spplicability of this rechnique for monieoring
survivoship.  Behaviour

long-term pattetns

and  frequency of detection varied between
plarypuses. Although we werent able 1o rule
out the possibility thar at least some platypuses
beft the water 1o avoid the antenmas on some
oe all of the occasions they passed them, we
considered that the variation In derection
frequency and PATTEIT Was like ly o result from
ditfering positions of the moniraring site within
cach platypuxs home range

Durting three monitoring periods when we

Maryvpus afier release in the umall creek whiers it had been captured ('hota: Helen Robertson)
' ¥



placed 1two antennas in the same creek as each
other and within 3 m of cach other, we were
sble o determine the direction of platypuses
and compared the performance of the unies
This llowed determine  that
individual antennas failed ro detect plarypuscs
on 7% of occasions and that on one occasion

sl us ot

- lenpm tarned aronnd after enoountenng a
tunned antenna. There was also evidence from
the results of all the monitoring perlods that
on a small percentage of occasions, plarypuses
remained near the monitoring site for Jonger
than expecied, presumably investigating the
anrenm for a shore time. Howeyer, statistical
analysis showed no sign that the number ol
platypus detections decreased over time while
the antenta was in place at each slte, Indicating

This projecy Is being performed with the generous

that any effect on platypus behaviour was
minimal

[his part of the project has shown that the
use of instream antennas used ar appropriase
sites v an effective method of monitoring the
movements and survivorship of wild plarypases
We hope that this will be an impormant ool for
research into plarypus ecology and for assessing
the conservation impacts of the various threacs
plarypus populations face

Reference:
S

Maocgregor JW, Holyouke C, Munks
Connolly |H, Roberson 1D, Fleming PA and
Warren K (in press). Novel use of in-strcam
microchip readers 1w monitor wild plaryposes
Pacibie Comservation Biology.
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have formal collaborations with Asoc Prof Kathy Belox, Austrabien Wildlife Genomicx Group., Universiry of

Swdney, and Dy Rebecca Lanadale. Diagnosic Veterinary Imaging, Wesern Awsrralia

On June 1 2014 CNFN members braved the
cold and wet and started to comptle & list of fungi
w1 the Bush Heritage Block at Liffey. Bush FHleritage
owns several blocks in the Liffey Valley and ks
collating information about the culeural, sixcial and
natural hiwory of the arca, ONFN will visit the
aread periodically and forward our observations.

Comidering the weather we were pleased to list
so many fungal species (p. 15) and 1 was delighted
to collect the myxomycete Elvenmyxa reticulospors
More information on this ‘very rare’ species will be
S. Lloyd

included in Imue £59.
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Fungi and myxomycetes recorded ar Bush Heritage block, Liffey, June 1 2014
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Autradian Suitropic i by Sapphire McMullan-Fsher,

Parnck Leonard and Frances Guard. Suncoast Fungt (2014
LoD pp ISBN 978 0 646 91552 4 (paperback), trp $30

1
es '\\\ll,.

The introductory secrions cover ecological

comcrvation o, BEach ftungus feamured b one or more

photographs and descriprions of the fruiting body, substrase

hahitat. froquency, notes ubour confusing specics and
"1\'71'-\l’n,;\‘
Although this book is about fungl from the subtropics, «

surpaising number of specics inclu ling the 5 "'.‘.'H‘,"'llf.‘u'f'
comemmne depicted on the cover) are alw found i Tasmania
And it b interesting w lewrn thar Queenstand is a howspor
re array of stinkboms and has some

lor boletes, hax 1 biz

beautifully coloured speciex thar are never seen in Tasmania

including 2 maraaminus (M. Aermataceshalin) and 4

[RLLIES
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Walks and other events

September 7 Tasmanian Arboretum 46 Old Tramway Rd, Eugenana. Meer ar 10,00 a1 the
carpark.

October 5 Birralee. Sue Gebicki’s property. Meet at 10.00 a1 369 Priestley’s Rd/Lane, Birralee.
Pricstleys Rd/Ln links the Frankford H'way with Birralee Rd (B72). Sue's phone 63961 348 Mob:
(400860651

November 2 Julic and Michael Serafin’s property at 152 Echo Valley Road, Licna.

Meet ac 10,00 outside the public tollets in the main street at Mole Creek where we will car pool
before heading west. For late comets the directiony are as follows: Head to King Solomon’s Caves;
go down the hill 1o Licna and cross the bridge over the Mersey River. Stay kefr heading up the
Mency valley and through the gate to the Hexagon Shack. There will be a notice on the gate.
December 7 AGM at John and Lynn Hayward's property at Hawleys' Rd.

Meet at 10,00 for a walk followed by 4 BBQ lunch at 1200 (bring food to share). The AGM will
wtare at 1.30. As In previous years we will be voting on an sudit exemption.

Hawley's Rd is the 2nd turn to the left after Kelly's Cage Rd. Jim will put tape at the tamnoff and at
the gate into the property (third turnoff w the tight). Drive through the property until you come
ta the cabin, There i a toiler, running water, cutlery ete ar the cabin

January 4 Vale of Belvolr Mcer ar 10.00 oa Cradle Mountain Road about 100 m suth of the
junction with the “Link Road™, now called Belvoir Road. There is a Telstra shed on the beft hand
side with places so pull off the roud. The Tasmanian Land Conservancy may seck our help with
some survey work and we willl see some of the highlight of this magnibicent sub-alpine valley. Any

walking is off-rrack in open grassband/sedgeland.

February 1 Februury Plains Meet at O'Neils Phenic Ground, Gowrle Park (clearly marked on the
Mt Roland side of Claude Rd, with toilen) at 9.00 am where we will pool transpore. A 4 ke return
walk (with 200 m gende climb) to the edge of Febeuary Plainy und the recently restored Basdl Seeers
trappers hut ar 1050 m. This is wese of the Mersey River and south of Borradaile Plains. The road
Is steep In places but OK for 4 2WD with care.

October 23-26 Bruny Ialand Bird Festival heeps//www.bien.org.an/

Friday November 7 - Sunday November 9 2014 Federation Gathering hosted by the Burnic
Field Naturalist Club.

Friday ¢vening meal ar Two Ouks Café; wlk by David Cooper about Wynyard ares geology.
Saturday cxcursions 1o geological sives e.g, Table Cape. Fossil Bluff and Docrors Rodks, or 10 elther
Rocky Cape or Fernglade—depending on the archids. Dinner at Seabrook Hotel. Sunday Drive
o Margaret Kinsey's famous garden of Australian native plants, BYO lunch.

Accommodation options include the Beschalde Caravan Park (Somerset) or tearby motels. Please
notify the Burnie FN (hekayee@gmall.com) if you plan o attend the Friday cvening meal & k.

PMesse accepe our spologies for the ted loes on the newslerter, The printer will be serviced when several
strang people are amund o get It into the car 1o take 1 Launceston - and the rrack dries out.

rersioeNy: Phil Collier 7/ 0438122110 / philgrubicon; ong.as
scurrany: Ron Nagorcks / 6396 1380 / tong@eonnagorcka.id.au
THEASURER & 500k Sarah Llowd / 6396 1380 / sanahlloyd@iprimmas com.au
Patros: D Preer MeQuilban

www.disjuncinaturalises.com/



