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| read the article on nesting Yellow-throared

Honeycarers with interest. Not many people pet

to witness avian nest predation or the parents
resporse to a nest predator. The high mest failure

ol Australian passerines §s caused mostly by

predatons. Birds respond 1o porential predaton
with alarm calls and other behaviour such as
tistraction displays, Recing or attacking, Foe the
past 12 years my partoer Carol and 1 have spent
thousands of hours observing pareneal care m
active nests of Aostralasian robvins and ather
passerines. We've been fortunate 1o observe nest
predation and predators on many occasions, I
an observer iy familiar wich 2 bind’s voaalisations
then he or she can cue bsto akarms calls o ocher
calls one hasn't heard before. Some birds haw
specific calls for differemt rypes of predasons
For example, the Hightless endemic Tasmanian
Narive-} Sanme
birds have speciic alarm calls for reptiles such
.!'J..
and young. In resporse o srakes Superb Fainy

haas a specihc ‘car alarm’ call

s anakes and llzards thar prey an binds
wrens twitter constantly. | don’t know iF these

twitters are specihic o snakes but cach tim

I hear them | see 2 snake. Some birds antack

snakes nesr thelr nests or P‘(J;‘,hny_\ COnce we

warched 4 pale of Little Wattlebirds atracking
a Tiger Snake on the ground 2 m from their
recently Hedged young perched nearby, Several
tancs ohe -A.lll[('l‘l!\i I.nuf the '!l:‘.( while A
mate darted in behind the snake and pecked it
behind the head, On this occasion the anake

slithered away with the two wattlebirds In

Marsaiit
|

Once | saw o Southerny Scrub-robin, a

ground-foraging/nesting  passerine,  utter 3
specific alarm call In the prosence of 2 Sand
Goanna and walk/run away from the goanna
in 4n cfforr to lure it away from s nest. Once
in lowland rainforest at Iron Range NP, Cape
|

York Peninsuls, 1 was extremely fortunate to

hear the alarm calls of two White-faced Robins

perched abvove 2 colled python on the ground

Ihe dependent Bedgling robim also perched
above the python so perhaps the parents were
teaching their young to recognise pythons as
}‘ILLJJ'HF\

Ralph and Bec's observations on the role of
Yellow

the wxes of l":x theoated Honcvearer



in nest budding and parental care are alwo
interesting. Volume § of HANZAB (Handbook
of Awstralian, New Zealand and Antarcric Birdy)
reveals that enly the female Yellow-throat builds
the nest, incubares and feeds the nestlings
whereas the male helps to feed the Sedglings.
In the mainlind White-esred Honeyeater, the
stster species of the Yellow-theoat, both male and
female feed the neslings so one might predict
the same pattern for the Yellow-throat. Male
and female Yellow-throats have very similar
plumage. Ooe way to recognise individuals
is 0 pur 3 unique combination of colous-
bands on their Jegs, Becaise | watched o nest
of a Yellow-throated Honeyeater in which the
male was colour-banded | know for a facr that
both male and fermale feed the nestlings and
the male definitely feeds the Aedglings 3 has
been reported before. Ralph and Bee wondered
if the female Yellowtheour is fed by the male
during incubation. This 1ype of behaviour
is known as iocubation feeding. In over 20
species of Auszalasian  robins  throughou
Australia and New Guines we have obsetved
males feeding their mares ar and away from the

Mare Yellow-throared Honeyeater observations
from Mole Creek

22 Dec 2013 The second nest had three
nestlings,

24 Dec Parents and theee young birds were
observed Hying from bush o plum tree. Adult
Yellow-throat was collecting long strands of
grass and building another nest in another bush
by the entrance o the house.

29 Dec The Yellow-throat was sitting on three
eggs in the new nest. As nasal, the male su
guard on top of the plum woe. Both birds Bew
off now and again and the female rerurned in a
circuitous route.

31 Dec The Hedglings (from the second ness)
have keft although one is saill about now and

nest before egg laying, throughout incubation
and while females are brooding young bar 10
my knowledge this behaviour has never been
recorded in honeyeaters. Renesting, following
boss of egiy or young. is probably widespread

among  Austrafian nes  bur  rarely

quantified. The Yellow-throars | waiched raised
two broods in a2 season. Sometimes observers
mistake breeding Later in @ seavon as evidence of
double broods when it may have been renesting
or simply nesting laze for the fin time.

Vel thrramd Hoseraar o Sl oo Wahice
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again with the adule chasing ir away. Saw theee
yellow-throats on 30 Dec and a few days before
but one was being chased away. kit possible that
the parents have given up their respoasibilities
to the Hedglings to concentrate on the cggy
One of the yellow-throats is still keeping wacch
over the nest ares,

12 Jan 2014 The third nest was ansacked and
the three eggs were gone. The good news is that
the family of four is will around this morning!
They managed to have one hrood alive and well
out of their three nesting attempes.

30 Mar 2014 Ralph emailed:

"o+ [they) are seill with us and susprisingly tame.
They forage under the bark of cucalyptus trees
a couple of feer from us, | find “rrust™ in fellow
creaturex one of the most rewarding things in

nature.’



. - 3
{ )lvun_l‘..lilt.lll‘- ol |IIA. l‘lhu]llui

Greater Roadrunnes

Continental Ausralia has
.n'

mound-building Maltechow!

lyrebirds, the

iy extraordinary

wealth of

Ll ich o Emu, the

WO spedics o

artistic bowerbirds, three species

of tiflebirds (birds—<« colourtul tairy

' {iee
I-paradis

wrens with fascinating mating  systems and

patental care and the most gorgeous diverse
array of parrons and coclaoos 1n the world w0
name {ust a few birds. So why would you travel
to North America to see birds there? Well Carol
and | lived and worked in Canada tor hve vean
n the 1970s and have & clan of [).nu-,_".x\

rexident in Canada so it seemed like 2 :;....1

o relam

We began

reason

Jomonth viale

at oul 1w USA and
Canasds In carlv May 2013 In the descris
anyore and “sky sdand” mountainy of south
cast Atbeonta. | Best beard about this amazing

place tram a Nationad Audubon film when we

ved Iin damonton

\,'IU'I ALE L = S8 0 TUN .LI

|l'f l!_',i');' [ ll.i‘.iuill atl the 1coni

part of Arizona features Sonoran deserts with
owering Sapguaro cacrus, high mountains with
an alticudinal gradient of different conifers, and
broad-lcaved decidueous trees such as

W<

It borders Mexico and harbours many birds
found nowhere else in the USA, Only one
wpecies of hummingbied, the Ruby«hroared

Hummingbird, occurs in castern North America

Avl.l}l <

but | ast Arizona, a hummingbicd
hotspot, we saw nine species ar hummingbird
feeders, South-easr Armzoms » alwo rich in

many |vlful b i‘.l\ -l“lA an owls ‘.‘.:uni;'u‘,l‘_(!‘

rvrane fhvaarchers, wrems, New World wood
warblers and sparrowe. and mach moec
The iconic bird | most waned 10 see was the

Groater Roadrunner Geocovorx californianns, a

rerresarial, IMODOEAMOou pair hreeding member

f the cuckoo family, Cuculidac. The large S0

m Lreater Rosdminner af south-west USA and

Mexico lives up to iox reputation as a chariamatic
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ground-dwelling, fast running bird like the
carroons characrer. On cold desert mornings it
sits an 2 perch with fes back facing the sun and
crectn its back feathers expoting the black «kin
and feathers to absoth the sun’s radiaton. It
feeds almost entirely on animal food including
arthropods, lizards, small snakes und rodenss
Pairs have been known o woperaie in killing
ruttlesnakes, We saw our first rartlesnake, 5 1.5
meter Diamondback Rartlesnake Crotafus arrox,
gliding smoothly across & path with its tall rantle
held at 45%away from the bead ata wetland near
Tucson, Awesome!

We saw our first roadrunner as It ran acros
the road and perched tear the top of desent
shrub and preened. In the cardy morning of 17
May at the Rio Rica Resort near the Mexican
border we had an excellent view of a male with
a lizard I fex bill running along the edge of the

=
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car park. This male continued running seraight
across the car park for 60 mcters or more then
veered off and bounded up the stepn of the
roort. The male disappeared out of sight on
the steps w0 1 quickly walked over and saw the
male with the lizard sill in its bill copulating
the female. The male dismounted, passed the
tizard ro len mate then bounded back down the
steps, Alter copulation the female must have
swallowed the lizasd quickly because when |
focussed on her she had no lizard in the bill
and her belly and flank feathers were mffled.
She then ran 1o the base of a fan palm beside
the szops, bounded up the palm und settled
on 4 pest 34 m up well concealed bedow the
palin canopy. | walked sround to the top of
the stepn overlooking the palm and ww the
female sitting on the nest. At the time of this
copulatory behaviour | wondeted whether the
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iadon period. Both sexe

Roadrunner incubate but interestingly females
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the dav and emals it 1|,;§;v which |

encrpeticatly more ¢ Females have less

time o longe duting the day than males so
)

high protein Hzard pron {ded by males inl; !
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cif mares wethout copulation
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watched one roadrunnes
loraging on the ground a1 the entrance

our rerurn o luowon

' :
This roadrunner thicked out boch wings ropethes
while toraging on 2 bare som IbsTrac

Presumably

L 1LY

this behaviour fushes out

nsect

ey atter wing-Hashing ir cang

Ihe ground-foraging Northern Mockingbird

Mimwe polypioons (Mimidae), a bBne

oty and

Ongstes

) | -
Wi caompicx i TCOOWTICG  Iiamag,
has an exageerated Wing -Hash Display thar

has been considered to be a sexu

revealed that it & mosely

Vatson

wsockarod with loraging and nor performed

| 4
rown .' ‘.luu!,.,- mockingbind

We  hay pent many houry warching the
two  ground-foraging  Drymnsd sCruty-robins
in Austeabia. Wing-Hashing of botd wings

performed duting foraging by both  the
Southemn Scoub-robin Drymodes brusne npprI
of semb-arid woodlands and muallee and the




Northern  Scrubvrobin D, superciliaris  of
rainforeses in Cape York Peninsula and New
Guinea,
The ten species of African scrub robins in
the Old World flycatcher, chats and robin-
chats  family Muscicapidae  have  similar
morphology, ecology and behaviour w the
Petroicidac scrub-robins of Australasia. Only
ane apecies, the Rufousailed Scrub Robin
Erythropygia gulacivtes, sanges out of Alfrica
and into southern Spain. So when we birded
in the Extremadura in weswtesn Spain in May
2012 we made a special effort 10 observe this
bird and compare its foraging behaviour with
that of the Australasian scrub-robins, The first
Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin we saw sang from
the inner upper branch of an olive tree in an
olive grove and vineyard at Villafranca, south
of Merida on 17 May., It Aew down 1o the bare
ground, cocked its mil up and furaged. It Bew
back up o an upper branch of an olive tree,
cocked ity tail up 4560 degrees and fanned it
10 expose the white and black tips. Afrer a shore
bout of singing it flew down o the ground

References:

with zall spread. 1 Jost sight of this bisd but
then warched the same or anocher bind foraging
on the ground with both wings rapidly flicked
open and dosed from time o dme. No other
scrubs robin was present so this behaviour was
associated with foraging and not an agonistic or
sexua] display directed ar another bied. While
foraging it stabbed (pecked) ar the ground with
irs bill as if preying on ames, | was delighted
o have 2 very good view of my fine Rufous-
talled Scrub Robin and was very fortunate to
such s tall pumping and spreading, und wing
opening that is sloose identical wo dhar of the
Southern Scrub-robin in semi-arid habitats in
southern Australia. All the above birds with
sbmilas convergent wing-flashing  behavious
are tesrestrial  round-foraging  birds  mainly
breeding in semi-arid and arid habitats. One of
the joys and fascination of studying a family of
birds, in my case the Australasian robins, and
travelling o different continents i that you
miay discover birds unrelated 1o robins that have
similar behaviour and vocalisations.
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Reptiles at (€ ape Tourville

Ibe walk around the shorr track st Cape
lourville va Tasmanias specracular east coast
is 2 popular ourise destination in the Freycine
National Park.

Unlike some aress in the park that ase
being loved to death by overuse and creeping
campsites, this walk is a joy, The barriers prevent
damage to the vegetation and, n mid summer
when we were there, the witabilicy of the site
tot l(plllc\ was c\'iulz‘tl( ”u'lr WEIS Dumcrons
Whice's skink, lots of very young ocetlated skink
and a large immobile lowland copperhead. All
reprides seemed remarkably relaxed abour the
comstant stream of pwp‘('. N conuast Lo some
of the visitors who were particularly disturbed,
but netietheless fascinated, by the close presence
of 3 ;'uluuu| killer

Whett we visited nearby  bush Foolbeowing
our short walk a3t the Cape, the reptiles
were conspicuous by thelr absence. And the
Kookaburras were very conspicuous by their
presence. Which led me 1o conjecture, do
visiton in some arcas of national parks acrually
beneht cersin elemens of the fauna’




Recent editions of the Narmural News hawe

included aricles from new cotstributors
§£56

Hazel

Brisrore. Hazel has had o lifedong interest in

lssue tearured two  artiches by

birds and since moving 1o Tasmania she and her
late ushand. Peter, have made 3 considerable
contribution 0 our knowledge of Tasmanias

bieds, particulardy shorebinds, It was Peter and

Hazel's work that lesd to the tiring of Rubicon
Sancouary as an Important Bied Area

Ralph and Bes
obsetvations

: {’. noyearcns

Bradvhaw's  backvard

about nesting  Yellow-throated

have been of great interest to
Tasmanian omichologist, Richard Donaghey, 2
..'(‘ul'.!u.i imn llx'. |l rrer to the \11|f|n| ,\1.1.'5\' ;V_H;‘.’(
such vbservations

(e in a posizion o minks

which, however inconmequentlal they may
veern, are always worth reporting

Richard’s article abour the Roadrunner gives
1 more realistic account of this species than we
get from the cartoon chatacrer. Richard and his
wife, Carol, have travelled the world 1o stisdy
birds

john Campbell, one of CNFN’s Victorian
members, is an old fricnd of CNFN Sccrerary
Ron Nagorcka. John's article describes the stony
rises country around Lake Candah in wesrern
Vicroria, irs important Aborkginal heritage, andd
the rehabilitation work being done there

In laze February | referred Hazel Britton 10
the insectsoftasmania webwite afrer she emmailed

me & photo of s beetle. Hazel was delighted with

the famt and informative response she received
trom Tony Daley, who jointly runs the site

A few days later | used the website to identily
the stotiefly in the photo by Phil Colller (rght
s Eanrhescia spectabilss

Ewstbenia spectabilis in in the Ewstheniichae
family that inctudes some of the most colourful
1nd Laryrest seoncflies in Auseralia

Stoneflies (Ploctoprera) are a amall group of

squatic inseers abundant in alpine streams

Bocause stonefly nymphs are sensitive to low
levels of dissolved oxygen und reguire cool wares
temperatures they are restricted to fase flowing
pebbly, alpine wreams. They are voracious
feedens and predate odher aquatic invertehrates

StoneHies firm appeared in the fossil record
in the carly Permian period, approximately 290
million yeurs ago. Modern sonefies from the
Northern Hemisphere have been identified
from the 38-54 mva Baltic amber

syrlin, £ 2002

Goodetham, | &

The Witerbwyg book, CSIRO Publishing

Referonce



In November 2001 | was lucky enoueh 1o tag

with a group of South Austratian Muwseum

saff being shown signibcant Gunditiamara
sites by Darvl Rose, from the Winda Mara
Aboriginal  Corporation &t Heywood i

wuthwestern Yictoria
the Vic/SA border we

\‘.l'-lll‘{' .dnu VADIOUS INants worx

Starting In Nelson on
visited hell VI.I-“‘I . 4
cAnoe free

tarmed for roots and tub

d for

s .||u’ S OFF irass
making nets; the old Condahy

in 1868; and

Was ¢ "\‘ Ay

Mission which was establ

LA} A1 B Lannces
ake Condah (Ta hannels

and weirs once supported the aquaculture which

In large part was responsible |

Of pertnanent
ln”fli.l” Ill!!l mecne
hen, 've rerurned to walk and

near the lake and in the adjacent Budj Bin

Jince

.4I1',|'

Mot Eccles National Park many rirmses. The

KM

. : ' 4
Lake™ of which hald atmoxt

Condah

W0 water because it was druined in the 19504

1431

¢ hlled fol owing a2 2ol v.\‘l»“tl\’lu'_

Das sl

peoject and some reasonable rainfall in recen

AT L

As csewhere in Ausiralia -.-_r(f_pn‘]u.u,lu |

!|.|.! turn ' v.-ll:l.lI WALETWay no Lrains
ripped out vegeration for pasture, and imported
weoeds, rabbits,cte. Untll 4 few years ugo, catl
il tras |}~'ni signihcant siresand had ¢ ily

destroved reed beds, But no more, as the weis

project is jusr onc part of a bigger project. I

Is sl voo carly 10 say how the revitallsed lake

ey affece the Condah habitae. Ir will Al g bahly
be many decades before substantial change
occurs. However the listing of 10 000 bhecrares

of thi
'

ancdacape i A wa

srea ias the Bud) Bim Nathonal Heritage
eoagnition of ity grear
ortance and has given imperus 1o further

echabilitation

Wik oo




Ihe history of the land and the people

v well as the potential of both sow that
Europeans are loosening their grip on it iv well
documented in Zhe people of Budf Bim, by the
Gunditamara  people with Gib Westenhall
Em PRESS 2010, The book &

subtitled Engineers of aguaculiare, buildery of

Publishing

rtovte bowtie sestlemenss and warriary deferdmy

ounery, indicating the range of topics it covers

Clearty

il topics are inter-related so Far us life

cxperience concerned, but the aquaculiure

COMPOREnT may De e on ol most interest Lo

CNFN momben

The ook e !

gins with » Jdi HPOONn of UK

YOMANIC Crupnons that commenced . 27 (i)

BP which tormed Mt Eccles. Myriads of stony
rises andd depressions were created when the lava
‘ll‘:h’:':/:ni ”u LY s '.\h‘n,:'- -'n‘.ll"ll qu’u\.l.l sancs
were then used for housing and sguaculural
rructures. which have bee 1 the u!u-_n! ""'i‘:l"

1970

“\\"vll_ wIe

archacodomical srudies since the

Commumines of indigenous

(o rexide permanently here due to the reliahific

of tood

Hecent research indicates thar eel and

fish cragw in thy region may be unong the oldest

known sich o AP in the workd, ar ¢ 6600 BP

Ihe books fimal chapter

mphasiss “the
- 2 :l by RN ) ! ' ,
tnseparable fink berween the cultural anc

marural values in the Bodj Bim landscape thar

were crucial to bt gaining navional berltage

Bim

initially of being a bushwalker who has grea

listing.™ My inerest in Bod s 2 resuli

13

reard for natural values: 've also wanted o

explore the land to Gnd what | can of resnaining

stone strocrures.  [hese arouse a fecling about

the country that | can't ex

out that 1've not scen many that 1'd be confidem

I.cll. | siw I.In' l,‘n.v |

|
» docribing as debhnicely being pre-conrace

Ondy 3 fow, and there are several remons for

: :
my uncertainty. Fia, it can be quirte diffcule 1
negotiate the stony rises and troughs, slong with
M ot

vORCLAL various densities and pricklines

the presence of some relatively

and secondly

recenit  European-built  stone  strictures  In




yarious stares of collapse. Ann Clark has cloxely

studied this in her article Romencing the mones

the cultaral construction of an archacological

lundbcape in the western districe of Victoria,

Archacology in Oceania, 29/1, A 1994

It 1 could widen the scope of this bricily,
can | say that | do belicye that most of the

which

i can only be sitisfactorily resolved from

problems beser  the contemporary

wor

an ecological position: “ese wlich fauds the

vasex for a mew ethicy and politics in the matural

J » '} R A
Lmty wee face &5 fnsie, valnerable crvarures in 4

watural workd, the very beanty of which peaks o
iy ltrger .'m{':_.'-.- ndence from buman domination

(Matthew Sharpe, Brimging them the plagwr
Dec2013

lan 2014,) Stodies of indigenows practices

Camur ar 1N, Arena Magazine, 127

suggrest that this ecological posislon was a given
during the pre-invasion period. So pethaps we
can Jearm something IF we try to find our more
sbour how and why this was o

Indigenous management of the land s

ceetainly returning o0 Bodi Bim, It cant b
known yet whether oraditional  aquaculture
will have any significant role in the furure bor

it i o posibility, What & lumuumu is tha

revegeration projects are in place, fonces are
being built, baiting of pest animals and weed
control are alvo underway, all in long neglecred
areas. The Gunditjmara are welcoming othen
onto their land o show them what can be done
leaching respect for country

In The ;u'u,'-.'.- -v_.‘- Bwd) Him, Gib Wetrenhall

WTIIES

) t ) . ) A
Lvndisymarg man Ay l“l' ¢ finds  tiv

Nnler ".‘r‘l and ;‘l‘i’l’l"_l.l' nn

exfule ran oy

What a novel response 1o 4 natural thing tha
typhcally annoys or depredses ws! Yes, more water

going into the lake has to be a joytul thing




Armchair loraving

{acellular »

|

d

Ficld surveys of myxomyceres

noukds) are almost alwavs augpoes

culturing of myxomyceres in the lsboratory, 2

technique that in some lstances can add 20

60% of wpecies depending on the habinar The

technique was discovered inadverrently in 1933

when botany cachers s Ip i hambers

to demonstrate 10 thelr students the algae that
Much

RITW O !."1 l‘.‘ll\ of lving 1recs 4 'll('ll

urpeise they found numerous frultng bodies

of an undewribed myxomycere on the bark

[he peocess is requeires 1o spechalist

sumnpic and

equipmens

cpt for a 220 or x 40 microscope

foe scarching for frulting bodies. The method

) )
HEDPLY tAavoives col CCling organic material |

poistencd tissoe in

rvophyres, wood, leaf Hecer oSung

Wet muaterial is placed an
shallow plawis

t covered Petrl dish or skmilar

Jould be kept moist and the ¢
it toom femperamie out
|

) )
should be checked

"
Y

[hey

irm few days and then once 2 week
This Is » ;'.n“.wl..!!. UM

COrLamn groups of myxomycs

species that live on the bark of living tress an

.’.H(H‘l‘l\ Al Jl -Hl'

hiy

!:\ll.l“'u IDCONSMICLOLS

and have probubly evolved o withstand the

|

pralonged dry

penods of frex

rrunk habitacs

and to respond rapidly when it raine Numerous

uch species are reported o furn up In Moist

4

MY

chambers within «
In bte November 2013 1 sex up six

chamben

meust
: 1
angd Oy

{ December several apecies
sppeared including very cormon Pipserum
} g

viride and Echinostedium

MUREIN, 4 1DCw

addition o my Black Sugarios! spocies lin

dung can be prodoctive o

Herhivare

myxomyceses but it can ke several months

sppear. In the meantime Pilobwiio

creraidimm hat thrower or dung cannon

ADYVYOnNe can l.i" i

hangus and 2 very small Caoprinus specics

sppeared on some pademclon dung
aked 1o collect

”Il Y

.“( LCs
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Marsupials and monotremes

Tassania hay 18 native marsupial species,
one introduced species, the sagar glides, and
one extinet species, the thylocine, All the
marsuplals have evolved specialized digestive
systems to deal with Australiahs predominandy
hard, dry and leathery (lec. sclesophyllons)
vegesation, They also have varous breeding
strategies 1o cope with changing clrcumstances
such as drouglt

In 1816 the hndamental difference in the
reproductive systems of female mammals was
discovered. Whar are now called marsupiaks
(Gk marsupion pouch) were originally named
Didelphia (Gk di two; delphis wreri), a word
that alludes 10 mansupialy’ two vaginae, two
uterl und wo oviducr: (Placental mammals
have a single vagina, ceevix and uterus and only
the oviducty are paired.) This is whae really sers
marsupials spart from che placental mammals
Jlld RODOLICIne.,

Mowt manupial species have a volky egg with
a thin shell fram which the embryo is born afier
10-12 dayx. The embeyo crawls to the pouch
and araches to the rear. Its lips grow around the
teat and che structure of is mouth allows it 1o
wuck and breathe imultancously,

The milk of manupials changes considerably
through the extended period of lactation,
While ir Is supporiing the Initial growth of
the tiny bean-sized young the milk & a diluse
fluid with more sugars than fats, By the time
the young become independent animals ar the
end of lactation, the milk is tich in protwin
and fars with very lirtle sugar. The constituent
stagar, fats, proteing, salos and minerals change
during the bctation in relation o the needs of
the developing young, The sequence of chunges
scems to be conscant for different species.

When there are several young In the pouch,
as is often the case, the more advanced offspring
will receive high-far low=-protein milk from one

teat and the younger offspring will ger high.
protein low-fat milk from another reat

}"l\fL'lY\'l fcasiern gfcf\'l' L’J!ll,:lllhl
(sor front cover)

Kangaroos are 3 remarkably successful group
of animals, something that has been sttriboted
to three things: foregur fermentation; hopping:
and their method of reproduction known
embryonic diapause.

Having an enlarged forestomach meam
they can more easily access the biproducns
of the bacerial fermentation of grass (the
main component of their diet) than hind
gut fermentens wuch as wombats and ringrail
possums

Bipedal hopping gives them the ubility
w cover long distances withour the energy
expenditure required for more conventional
mesns of locomotion

Embryonic diapause occuns in a vatiety of
placental mammals and marsuplals including
wallabics, most kangaroos and pygmy possums
Ihe tiny embryo enters a state of dormancy:
cell division und groweh cither stop or slow




considerably, The embrvo is stimulated to (10w

when the mother chooses, possibly by che rele

of & specihc hormone
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Two of the three extant (ie. still living

monotremes, the plasypus and shor-beaked

echidna, are among Tasmanka’s most distinerive

animale. (The third monotreme is the Jong
beaked echidna that occurs in Papua and New
Guinea.)

Monotremes (G monos = alone, mremie

hole) are egp-laying mammals thar suckle

thelr young, They are anclent animals thas

retaln some reptilian wraitn, including having 4
cloaca, a single opening used for excrenion and

reproduction, They lay wolt, laatheryahelled

e shimllar vo those of repeiles

"aryy

Plarypuses are found oedy in the castern pant

of Australia where they live in burrows in the

.'.ll|l‘ ol I‘I'F.l," Ovem, sircams Jlll’ barm Ll.l'll\

L nally they venture into salt water at the

Luavi

mouths ol estearies. They have a atreamlined

fur-covered waterpeool body, strongly websbed
front feet and the charmcterisic duck-like bill
Males grow lasger than females and hawe

[
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capable of inflicting 3 very painful wound

Platypuses can spend up to 18 hours a day

teedis catch a wvariety of mainly

g They
undeswater  Invertebrares, including worm,
shritmgw and inseces, and come to the surface to

breathe and chew their food

They dive when
alarmed and will afren rerrear to thick vegsration
They Tack a pouch, and lay

their eps (usually rwo) and raise thelr younsg
2 ) B

.8
or their ITTOWS

n |'Urfu"n\'\ “I]IL:’: l-d\‘( cOtrances ll;lf .Ill‘l\'k
the water lewed often concealed by vegeration
weeks to harch and voung

:]u' CRES f.l‘lk‘ -2

plarypuses are weaned ot 4-5 months

Shart b ed echid

Echidnas are solitary animals with a2 lange

home ramge of about 40 o 70 ha. They are
'

powertul diggers and wse their shorn, sorong
limba with Earge claws to tear a1 roming wood of
soll in thelr search for ants and other soildwelling
invertebrares, They have tiny mouths and
mathiess jaws and, like placypuses, have electro
semars a1 the tip of their snout. They use theis
:l'ﬂ[_l sticky fangue Mfud‘ ;'(-’(llldn from the
snvout, o collect dhelr prey

Ihe Echidna lays a single egge thar it deposies
directly into the pouch. The egy hasches after
10 days and the young echidna sucks milk from
the pores (monotremes lakk tears). The young
remalng in the poach unal it stars 10 develop
ipines ar about 45 to S5 davs. The mother
places the young in a nursery burrow and
recurs every five days to suckle it The young
are weaned ar seven monthy Echidnas have a

lifespan of approximately 45-50 yean



Walks and other events

Sunday 4 May Lower Barrington: A fungi foray ar the property of Philip Milaer with Dr Genevieve
Gares. Meer at 10:00 am at Philips property ar the end of Allisons Road, Lower Barringron
Allisons Road toen off is sbout Lk south of the Lower Barrington wownship on Shefficld Muin
Road. Genevieve will bring copies of her book “A hidd guide 10 Tasmandan Fungi® for sale ar the
special price of $35

Sunday | June Bush Heritage Block, Liffey: An outing to document the natural values und
provide a species list to the Bush Heritage Organisation. Meet o1 the LOWER Liffey Falls car park
it 10.00. (Most easily accessed via Liffey.)

Sunday 6 July Winter get-together at Jim Nelsoo's place at 68 Dynan’s Beidge Road Weegena.

Jiers will Bire up the pizza oven and prepare the pastry. Please bring toppings o share

Sunday 3 August Hagley Farm School Meander Valley Rd, (Old Bass Highway) just east of
Hagley. DPIPWE botanisr, Dr Wendy Pottx, will present a hands-on introduction o the Natural
Values Atlas INVA). The NVA ixan on-line atlax thar holds records abour observations of Tasmania’
ptants and animals. Reld Nax or individuals can provide thelr own observationy o the NVA
Martha McQucen, school librarian, will open the school ar 10,00 and we will have the uso of the
computens. {The school is locared berween the castern edge of town and St, Marys Charch,)

Sunday 7 September Tasmanian Arboretum at Eogenana. Meet ut the car park ar 10.00

Deadline for next newsletter July 2014




