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An Aberrant Australian Wood Duck Chenonerta jubata

For the past two years Allwon Parks and |
have been conducting monthly bied surveys in
northwest Tasmania, We fiest saw the ‘whire'
Australian Wood Duck on 26ch Seprember
2002 at a small dam on o dairy fanm ar Gawler,
south of Ulverstone

As an be seens rom the photograph, the

phumage of this bied is entirely white, bue the
eye, bill and legs are the nonmal colours for this
species. The bird is therofore nor an albine, but
a leucistic bind.

Since the fine sighting we have swen it on
several occasions on the same farm, slways with
a small group of ypical Australian Wood Duck,
and sometimes ar a larger dam close by, On
one occasion we saw single white wood ducks at
differenr dams within 30 minues. We believe
thar two differenit binds were involved, as we
had poc seen any duck in flight and the Bt
bird sccit was still present when we returned to
the first dam visited

At the small dam there are several tall white
gum Ewcadyptws siminalis, both alive and dead,
some of which can be in the water, depending
on the water level of the dam. There are several
boles which appear w be suitable nest sites for
Australiary Wood Duck, as well & for other

wpeckor auch as Chesrnur Tead, Galahs and
Sulphutcrested Cockatoos. On 17th Augus
2013 both Australian Wood Ducks (including
the white bird) Teals
et flying in amongss the trees and landing
on branches close to holes. Some appeared

and  Chestoant were

to disappesr Into holes our of
stghr.  Four weeks later, on 15th
Seprember, the Australian Wood
Ducks were still flying into the trees
and siring on branches. The whire
bird, which was obscrved feeding
on the ground, had 5 distiner mane
making it o male bird
outside

It was ahwo
seen the entmance to a
cavity where it performed a shorr
head-pumping display. When seen
on 22nd Scptember, there was no
activity noticed In the trees although
one hole was suained indicating
recenmt use, Four Australian Wood Ducks (2
pairs incduding the white male) were resting
and later feeding nearby, We were hoping to see
some ducklings, but this now seems anlikely.

| have with

plumage in North West Tasmania in recent

seen other  birds aberrant
years including a Blue-winged Purror Neaphema
chryostoma with endrely pale yellow plumage
(presumably an example of santhochroism)
and a Superh Fairy-wren Malwrwr opanens with

s white rail
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A Nore on Aberrant Plumages in Binds
Abervant plumages (changss in pigmentation
and melanin composition) can be the result
of many factons, incuding genetics, die,
disease, age cic and can be enhanced by fading
caused by sunlight or even sale. Birds wich
aberrant plumage usually fall into the following
CULEGOIIES:-
Albinism: The completse lack of plgment even
from soft parts and irides.
Leucism resulting from varying
degrees of dilution of normal pigmentation,
Melanism: due o an excess of the dark plgment
melanin.
Erythrism (ceddishness) This sometimes ocouns
is an abnoemal colour variant in same species,
Xanthochroism

colour varfants

(paleness)

the occurrence of yellow

However, these are many other terms ased o
describe abnortnal plumage such as ‘cinnamon’,
Recem
in Auscralian Field Omichology suggests that
there is mill confusion, that colour abermtions

isabella’ erc articles and discussion

e pootly known amongst ornithologists and
thust terms are inconsistendy applicd

Anyone - intevested  In better

lning A
understanding of the subject can comult the

tollowing books and references:

HANZAB Aberrant Plumages scctlon under
individual specics

Campbell, B, & Lack, E (Eds) (1985), A
Dictionary of Bind. T. & D. Poyser lad,
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My thanks to Dr Richard Domaghey for
checking a draft of this article

Australia’s favourite bird - Superb Fairy-wren wins by a rictal bristle!

burcherbirds and rapeors,

Birdlife Australla recendy can 3 competition 1o
determine Australia’s favourite bird, The winner, the
Superh Fairy-wren, is one of the most common bush
hirds in southeastern Australia because It copes with
the changes In the landscape. Pasture or lawn for
foraging next 1o dense shrubs for shelser and nesting
sines are all this bisd needs to breed and maintain stable
populations. In early spring onc or more bright blue
males with an entourage of hrown birds (young males
and females) forage on the ground for inversebranes,
They build 3 mesy side-entrance nest in undetstorey
vegetation (even in por plants!) and raise two or three
chicks. Young birds are vulnerable to artack by can,
wakes and predasory birds such as shrike-thrush,

{Continued on p.13)



In Praise of Silvereyes

Many people are aware of the wondroos
mimicry of the Superb Lyrebird whose repertoire
can include sounds ranging from the songs of
other birds to the mechanical clicks and whirm
of cameras and chalnsaws. But few people know
that this skill is shared Ivy other, less \p(uzcuhl
Dlechs,

Stivercyes  (Zosterops  Latertlts),  much
maligned because of their propensity for raking
ot damaging fruir, are accomplished mimics
In carly spring ax they prepare 1o breed they
will altcrnate their own distincrive song with
snatches of sounds of ocher birds incuding
those of the Swift Parrot, Grey Goshawk, Green
Rosella and Tasmanian Scrubwren — 10 name
s few. In suoumn recently Hodged hirds sing
s whisper song, alwo known as sulwong. This
quict warbling, sung from the cover of dense
sheubbery, s a practice song akin o 2 baby's
bubbling: It is 2 continuous stream of imitation
interspersed with silvercye notes

Silvereyes bdong 10 a  large  family
{(Zostetopidae) of approximately 90 species
that are found throughour Africa, Asia and the
ilands of the Indian and Pacibe Oceans, Many

are called ‘white eve’, 3 name thar alludes o the

diszinctive ring of white feathen thar encircles

the cyes of most members of the family, Some
species are widespread, highly mobile and have
the ability 10 colonise distant kands, but some
are endangered because they are restricted 10
small ishinds. For example, the extinct robust
whitc-eye (Z mrennons) of Lord Howe Island
befedl the fate of many island endemics by
swccumbing to predation by introduced rars

The wbspecies of slvercye that occurs in
Tasmania, leveralis, s parc of a large complex
of several distinct races that occum in the
well vegetared areas thar fringe the Australinn
continent. Some of the Taarmanian silvereves arc
year round residents in warmer coavial regions;
others undertake regular migratons and spend
winter in southern Queensland. In the early
1900% the Tasmanian subspecies colonised New
Zealand. The Maon name for silvereye tauhou
means sranger .

While vigneromy and orchardisss may think
New

Zesland wax cause for concern, the opposite

that the appearance of this ‘pest’” In

ocourred. Stivereyes were prected warmly and
won the positive appeflation ‘blighthinds” for
almost diminating the woolly aphids thar
caused American Blight on apple crops
Silvereyes are  beaurifully camouflaged in




sonibee tones of browns and greens,
colours that enable them to hide and
nest where trees and shrubs provide
dense cover. In Tusmania small Aocks
return o cheir brooding arcas just a5
plants begin to flower in spring. Pollen
from understorey trees und shrubs
supplemented  with  protein  from
riny insects gleuned from foliage or
hawked from the sir provide enough
nutrients o gee beeeding underway.
They lay rwo 1o four blue green eggs
in a loosely woven cup-shaped nest
placed in dense shrubbery

In late
fowering has cemed, silvereyes lick

summer, when  spring
the necur ofbanksias with their beush
tipped tongues. They also consume
voraciously the fruits of native cherty
(Exovcapor cupreveforneis) and native
aurrant (Coprosmd gueaelrifide) and in
so dolng spread soeds away from parent plants
they are among the few frugivorous (Le. fruit
cating) blirds {n Tasmania

Belore they begin thelr miagration north,
silvereyes rid many plantsof the countless aphids
thut have proliferated In the warm summes
weather. Then they rum their atrention 1o
grapes and other cultivated fruits; surcly a well
deserved reward for providing rhe importans

ecological services of controlling  Insects,

pollisrating plants and dispersing seeds

Reference:

Higains, B, Peter, .M. & Cowling, S.). (eds),
2006 Handbowk of Awseralian, New Zealandd and
Amsarctic Birds. Vilume 7 Parr B: Dunnock to
Seurlings. Oxford Univensity Press, Mdboume.




Resules of a2 Coordinated Count of Australian Pied Ovstercarchers

Haematopus longirestris at the Rubicon Estuary IBA in Tasmania

Pled

POC) ook ;'.'1,. on 26 I‘I:_\

A coordinated count of Australian

Oystercarchers
2013 i

It Is the second count thur has wken
place in the Rubicon Estuary since the arca was
proposed as an Importane Bird Area (IBA) in

2007, (TBAs arc sites of inrernational M POTTANGe

for bird conservation. The Rubicon Estuary fits

’

f')‘.’ ATCIa DcLaune i MIDOOTTA more |}'-.1H 1™

(110) of the world population of Australian Pled

Ovsrercatchen and smaller numbers of other

witder species. Derails of all Australian IBAs can
be found on BiedLife Australiay website

the hoe count, which ok place on 19

Seprember 2012, wm very successful and

resuleed In o togad of 261 POC noted within the
IBA it thae

However, it wa by Seprember

wine of the birds would alecady be i\:n.’.l.g[
ind therefose in mitaide

IBA

OIS BCCurs

(eIt the mapped
A count earlier in the yvear would gise a

picture of the moamum number

of birds wusing the area

Method
High Tide was 3.54 metres at 1424 hours

s
Nine wvolunteers were involved, seven of

whom covered the three roost sites. The other

mosnitor birds that did nos

g0 10 the rooss arcas along the main channel

WO nu,\l 2 DMt 1o

of the Rubicon Estuary from the southem
boundary to the northern boundary of the 1BA
This included birds yeen on Rabbit Esland in the
north. Thay, the whole of the desipnated 1BA

was coverod. Counters remained st the roosn
from 1345 o 1445 hi and dhe boar was on the
witer from 1330 o 1500 Js
.\nlri

We chos

would be pushed up 1o the roosts; and a week

1 high dde so that mast POX

day 1o minimire on recreational dissurbance
We believe thar v holding the count at thi
timne of vear we wil) have the maximum numbes
within the 1BA area

2007 Pon

of birds

2. Since Sorell o the west sidde of




! |

-

the extuary has expetiented considerable residential
development rowlting in increased  recreational
activity and wse of the boat ramp adjacent 1o Roos
2. Because of the disturbance counes at this roost vary
comsiderably. However, numbers seem 1o be highest
when the high dde Is partcularly high. On this
occasion $0 (karer 108) birds were ar the uadidonal
site, another 34 were approximately 50 m porth of
the boat ramp,

3. At Roost 3 there were 122 birds untll 1415 bas,
when the very high tide covered most of the rooss site,
pushityg birds right up to the tea trees. 69 bieds Bew
off in a Aock 10 the north, These were not seen again,
but as the birds at Roost 2 Incressed between 1400
and 1445 hes by 28 individuals (arriving in small
numbers) these have not been included in the total 1o
avoid possible double counting,

4. This time the whole of NE Arm was surveyed s
well a5 the aroz between Bakers Poine and Griffichs
Puint.

5. 40 birds were seen outside the roosts from the
boat and § birds were seen Hying from paddocks near
Roost 3 afrer the count,

It i recommended that any counus In future
should be undertaken in June/July when we would
expect the maximum number of birds o be udng
the extuary; and also for comparison with this year's
conint,

Volunteers participating were: Peter Atkinson, John
Bowden, Hazel Britton, Tony Britz, Patricia Ellison,
Jim Humer, Alison Parks and Julic and Michael
Sceafin,

Mg of Rackeieom Estrary showiay oo st ssd
oot of [IA

Resulrs

Roost | Spthghw.

At thé roost: 90"

Extra birds in NE Arm (mmaly pairs) 30 Pt Oysrersascdior i € Lol
Roost 2 - Boat Ramp

At teaditional Roost Sire (note 2) 80 (108 ar 1420 hes)

Extra birds in vicinity 34

Roost 3 - South of Sqesking Point 122 (69 flew off 2t 1415 hes)

Extra birds in vicinity (note 5) 5

Birds within IBA that did not go to the roosts 40 (note 5) TOTAL 40



The Federation Weekend

Once or twice each year ane of the five
held naruralises woups in Tasmania (North
East, Tasmanian, Burnie. Launceston, Central
North and King Island) take it in turms 10 host
t Federution Weckend, when members from
odier groups gathee for ficdd trips, alks and
socialising. At the Federation Weckend ar Me
Cameron, stroog interest was shown in o held
trip to Rubicon Sanctuary, the property of Phil
Collier and Robin Garnett and, although not
strdcrly CONFENY tuen, Phil and Robin kindly
offered to Organise the event with a focus on
the threatened plants in the Port Sorell region

Our firmt wop was at Rubicon Sanctuan
located on busy Patkers Ford Road, one of the
main roads leadiag 1o the townships of Pore
Sorell annd Hawley. Most of the land in the
i for Grming, and the

vicinity has been cleare
remalning native yegetation, especially closer
to the towms, continues to be deared for new
developmenta,

Rubicon Sanctuary & well oamed. It has 50
orchid species making it one of the richest sires
tor orchids in Taxmania, Many of the species are
ture or threatened and In some cases. Rubdoon
Sanctuary is the only place in Tasmania where
they occur

Phil and Robin described thelr use of fire ax
a management tool o stimulate the growth of
the mdm]x We .Aim l( ant .||\u||( th‘ cxienaine
moanitoring regimes they undermake o 2scsy
the impact of the fires on threatened orchids
and other species and 1o determine the optimal
intérval betwoen successive fifes. This explained
the reason for the mulrivade of different coloured
ribbons acattered through the wetlands - they
miark the locathon of the threatened planes

Qur second outing was 10 Hawley Nature
there are several rare and

Heserve where

threatened  plants  including  Spyricfium

. y )
oturddtum and l’r}‘N{."h"l'"T..' virciafun

In 2011
monos '}!( .\f"'r.'f/lh m .','l"\'tlf;f.[fhf” 141 l{l'f(”:IIH('
After

serting support from the Latrobe Coundl, Phil
K (et ¥

Phil proposed an cxperiment 10

reason{s) for their apparemt dedine
enlisted several CNFN membets to assist with
the caging and monicoring of sdecred seedling
plants in a paired experiment. Since the project
began there has been evidence of a significant
reduction in size und ﬂ.mrilug of uncaged
planes and an overall decline in pepulation of
mature plangs. As we learnt during the weckend
when Phil wok advantage of the large group
of fiedd nars and had s on hands and knees
counzing planis of all ages, there Is currendy 2
very I.}l.;r population of tiny seedlings

Plants growing In the Lepridosperma micidum
wem 1o pet some patural protection from the
tussocks and ase d-,n;n_u, much better than those
r-:y-m‘d on the rock ;Iljlc.

(For  tull

experiment see ~latest additions” ar heepe/fwww

details of the rewin of the

\flﬂllj.‘l\' natut Jllﬂ s.com/ari l(‘\ )



Sruail
When  we

malicologist (le, snall expert) Kevin Bonham

wrrived at the rock plate,
started sesrching for a species of snail thar was
collecred around Porr Sorell In the 19th century
He describes his find:

The Hawley smail i o member of a
genues  called  Seelidoropyt  (thin Includes
mwst of the Tasmanian species thar were
once called Permagera). It is very similar

o S temarensis, which ‘was originally
described brom Launceston {where it is now
apparently extinet) but also occurs on King
A few
specimensof the Hawley susil were collected
around Porr Sorell in the 19th century

Ont looking ar the specimens very closely

Island and in southern Vicroria

it Is not clear 10 me whether they are §

exmarenis of not - there are dight but quire

consistent differences, So for now 1 am jus

calling them Seelidorope sp. “Hawley”

Ihe arger of our Sunday outing was the
sun orchid Thelymirne anteniifers, & threarened

*

orchitd found st nearby Natawntapu Natdonal
Park

numerons spring Howers kepe the photographers

[his involved an uphill walk where

well occupied,

Narawntapu NP has # range of different
habitaes induding extensive deared arcas where
wonbats and forester kangaroo browse, a large
lagoon with plenty of waserbirds, and beaches
for resident and migraory shorebirds,

The extensive area of wll paperbark on the
way to Springlawn Lagoon was ficoded afier
exceptionally high winter and spring min and
the water surface had tumed green - possibly
caused by Azollie sp. (see photo page 10)

The other important aspecr of Federation
woekends i the chance 10 carch up with
members from other groups. Knowing thar
several Gerrman speakers would be arrending,
I ok along Volume 3 of Die Myxamyceren,
in the hope thar someone would be able
translate a pasage about Lamprwderma species,
2 particularly beautiful group of iridescent slime
moside




Muny thanks to Robin and or organisin
the weekend, Mariamma Hunte i
hushand Jim) for providing the sumpruous
Indian PFeast, and 1 fellow held naturalists

from other groups for helping o ensure that
an enjovable time was had by all. Thanks abo

to Kevin Bonham for supplying information

sbout the snail and 10 Ellen Nael for trumlating

|
3 passaze in the German slinse mould book
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Wynyard Landcare

by Peter Launence ¢ Graeme Stetenian

The 1979 "big flood” raised concerns among
residents along Big Creek (2 small creck that
Rows through Wynyard) thae willow infestation
caused the Inglis River 1o flood much higher
than would normally be

In 1989 the residents took action and sarted
remaving the willows, So strted the Wynyand
Landcare - a bottom up initiative. Incerestingly,
the national Landcare movement officially began
in 1989 with the National Farmers Federation
and the Australian Conservation Foundation
sucooafully lobbying the Federal Government
to comimit $320 million 1o« National Landcare
Program 1o support the many local groups
emerging all round Australia.

Odber  Jocal  groups including  Olding
Landcare, Sisters Creek Rural Youth, Tayates
(freshwarer Jobster), Elfior Landcare, NW
Water Watch, Friends of Frenchs Road Reserve,
Calder Bush snd Rivercare, Friends of Sisters
Creck soon emerged. They initiated  their
own profects and became affilisted under the
Wynyard Landcare Group umbreella. Together,
these projects have successfully rehuabilitated
riparian 2ones along crecks and rivers, restored
stream water quality, subilized wil slumps
through re-vegetation, and controlled invasive
weeds. These successer are best seen by » wlf
drive ecotour  with a guide bookler available
from Wynyard Landcare.

Willow removal from streams

Prior to 1998 the lower sections of the
Mmdthemklndomoﬁhclndk
Rivers were totally dominated by crack willow.
Wilkows choke small streams by slowing stream
flow and depositing excess sediment on the
stream bed which reduces native micro-fauna
— the food source for platypus, fresh-water
lobsters, crayfish and other native aquaric
atimals, In addition water quality i reduced

affecting domestic water supplics 1o resident.
Rehabilitation of the riparian 200¢ was & major
task involving, () injection of the herbicde
Glyphosate into the tree, (i) after 6 mondm
removal of top-part of tree, leaving stump in
ground w reduce bank erosion, (i) burning
dried piles of tree tops, (iv) fencing off stream
bank vo prevent livestock entering stream, (v)
replanting with native species, (vi) fallow-
up spraying for at Jeast ewo years. The Group
planted over 100,000 native trees in the riparian
rones along the banks of the Flowerdale and

Inglis Rivens.

Conservation of flora and fapna
Thanks to the foresight of local rexidents,
2 unique ploce of rempant yegetation in the
fervile agricultural north-west region has boen
conserved st Frenchs Road Nature Reserve
This 34 ha area is home o a wide range of
fora and fauna including vulnerable species
« ghane freshwater lobster, burtowing crayfish,
and swift parrot. Ten of Tasmania’s 12 endemic
birds are found in the reserve, Over the past two
decades “friends” of the reserve have removed
willows, pine trees, blackberries and other
invasive weedss re-vegetated the rparian zone
and degraded arcas; erected boundary fences 1o
keep our stock; and comtructed teacks, bridges
and amenity facilities for recreation visitors,
Ironically, removing blackberries along the
creek has made it casler for crayfish poachers.
Wynyadundcxc.lnmnwldt%mb
Wynyard Council, are currently developing
Plan to outline strategies 1o ensure
indigenous fora and fauna are conserved.
weeds and feral animals are controlled, and
the reserve s open for recreational use without
compromising biodiversity conservation. Farare
activities could focus on monitoring changes in
flora and fauna,

11



In recent vears Governmemt

shrunk

and volunteer numbers have dwindled as the

rmn]‘n,‘ bor

landcare activitkes has omiderably

tounding members age and less young people
d

ke | P the challenge. Whilst weed control
iy activities need to continue, climate

W

revegcrat

Change proscrts  ew \ll.l“kllf'.',- and ofters

citizen scicntiats DWW \‘l""l“l}ll'”(\ Lanzens

Gan  now Al'l‘(\l inlormation on :‘l“;l:\'(‘lul.

events (presence ol species, nesting datex of

bieds, Bowering times of

plants) and record

this informration via the web on large darabase
(Al

bowertird

of Living Australia, Climate Watcl

e
Fungimap, frog log. FeralScan
et Many sman phooe applications are now
svailable 10 I I;' hikn'l'j. VPOCie
Wildfowers, bird in the hand

reconding observations at particulardy places

(Australian
frog |ny_., or
"‘l.;fl!a'l:,:L Lave this !w.u.h l"r,,; |.~.q Bird in
the hund, presence of invasive weeds)

Fiedd naruralisis and landcare valunieers share

LY COMIMmOn INtercsia

. " o ) 4
Giant Centipede Ethmostigmus rubripes

This Giant Centlpede Etbmuactigmus rubripes, was found under tin by Rod McQueen ar Cook

Soath Australia, on the Nullubor Plain. It is the lasgest centipede in Australia The lanzest centipede

in the workd i found in Peru and cun grow to more than 30 cm long

Centipedes lave onc pair of legs per body
cgmenit; the hst pair behind the head s
modilied into fangs which coneiln a poison
gland. They always have an uneven number
of pairs of legs, the number ranges from 15
w19

‘:'.!lli.;‘l‘li(- prey on insects and othes
inversehrates, They are preyed on by small
mammals, birds and repeiles

Hl" l'(vlh ,"1-, Facr Shex




Superb Fairy-wren - the least faithful bird

Univenstty campus grounds provide plenty
of suitable habitat for superh falry-wrens and
consequendly their habits are well documented.
During long term studics some inrigulng ficts
have come o light,

About one-third of Australian land birds,
including the Superb  Fairy-wren, breed
coopetatively. Typically, one or more males
share their farthers territory and help rear the
voung, But superh Giry-wrens are becoming us
well known for their adulecrous lifestyle as they
are for their cooperarive breeding effor

In the beeeding season family groups occupy
defined territories, bor malex often visit females
from adioining tervitodies.  During  these
encounters, courting males display their bright
plumage and somctimes even presemn gifts of
brightly coloured fower petals. However, these
visits never resule in copulasion.

DNA testing and radio tracking have shown

that in the hours before sunrise fertile fermales

leave their cerritaries to mate with the bluewt
bird in the naghbourbood. They have good
reaon for their philandering! The male they

- s -

(Continued from page 3)

Superh Fairy wren fesgale

sock Is the most brightly coloured bind whe
hus moulsed ino his beeeding plumage months
before the beginning of the beeeding season and
bedore mose of the other males have acquired
their bright plumage.

Male faity-wrena thar amain ther bluc
plumage carlier than other males tisk being
taken by predarors because their brighe colour
muakes them more compicuous. In addition,
carly blue plumage indicaes high levels of
testosterong, which suppress the  immune
system and make them more macepeible o
infection. Males that become blue caddy and
survive winter (the harshess time of the year) in
robast health must have better penetic material
than other males. Therefore, they are the mos
desirable birds to fathes offspring.

Reference:
Perers, A (2002) The burden of beaury, In
Nazure Australia, Spring 2002



Everything’s habitat - fauna from northeast Tasmania




A-Sorry Tail (sic) -
by /r'.ff/'f‘ and Bee Bredshiriv

It carly October, Ralph and | noticed a pair
of Yellow-throated Honcyeaters flying about in
the garden. They Hew back and fortly with full
beaks and we realised they were building a nest
inn the branches of the Hydrangea bush. 1 was
well camouflaged but only about half & metre
above the ground. We did not know if it was
juse the male who buile the nest or bodh male
and female as we could not differentiate the
birds. It took two or three days o complete the
cup-shaped nest.

Despite our mowing and weeding acrivities,
they continued w fir in and out of the
Hydranges. We kept an eye on the nest and
lo and behold, about a week later, we found
three speckled eggs. The female would vacate
the nest for a short while to carch insects from
the Caanothus tree above the H The
male would keep watch from the plum tree and
chase away other birds; they were determined
not to share the garden. We don’t know if
they wok rums 1o sit on the eggs or I just
the female sat while the male did the hunter-
gathering to supply the female with food. We
had such a wonderful time warching the birds
and they provided us with many hours of
entertainment.

Two weeks later, Bee noticed that bath birds
were flying back and forth with food in their
beaks. While they were away, we peered into
the nest and saw an upturned yellow mouth
agape. We hurriedly retreated. Both parents
mkmmfedhgdumowc'nmm
such dedicated pareniting. All wenr well until
one lunchtime we heard the parents having
what we thought was 2 domestic! They were
Airting abour the nest and makiog a lot of sheill
noises, Whereus before when they approsched
the nest they took 1 circuitous route o as not w
draw artention to the nests location, now they
darted about in cdose proximity. We wondered

what was going on but didn’t want 1o frighten
the birds by investigating too closely. We kepe
our distance but they seemed oblivious w us.
We had a closer look and 10 ous dismay found a

snake over the nest. Bee Instrucred
me to " Podky the make with a stick"and, as 1 always
abey my wife, the snake was poked gendy. Is
muned and Jooked at me questioningly before
retuming to it lunch of nestlings, The poor
parents showed litde concern for themselves
bus tried 10 scare the smake away with frintic
calls.

It was really sad w see thar all the hard wock
the birds had put in 10 sise their family was
being wiped our in minutes, On reflection we
wondered why we hada't felr compassion for the
insects the birds had been feeding on bur feh
upset about the snake feeding on the nestlings.

Qune of the birds stayed for a while calling and
darting about by the nest but cvenmally both
birds few away. By this time Bee was ln tears.

The next day, one of the pair returned 0
look at the scene of the crime. While we were
will gricving, we realised that the bird, being
far more sensible than we were, was building
a second nest. This was accomplished in 2 day
and most importantly high enough above the
ground to thwart the snake. Despite being built
with such frenctic activity it was beautifully

formed and several days later an egy appeared.
Although this seened 2 hopeful sight, we haven

seens much evidence of the birds.
There are many thoughss that this incidemt
has raised in our Fot cxample; how

the life of one creature depends on the death
of another and how the survival instiner can
overcome fear. But the greatest lesson we have
taken from this lictle episode is the poindessness
of living in the past.
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Walks und other events
For more details see hrepi/fwww. diguncinanuralists com/eveno hom,

Sunday S January February Plains: Meet at O'Neil's Picnic Ground, Gowrie Park (clearly sign
posted on the Mt Roland side of Clande Rd, with wilets) st 9.00am 1o pool trunsport. A 4 km
return walk (with 200 m gentle climb) to the edge of Febeuary Plains and the recently restored Basil
Steer’s tzappers hut a1 1050 m adtivude, This is west of the Mersey River and south of Borradaile
Plains, The road is steep in places but OK for 2WD drive with care.

Sunday 2 February Surrey Hills Estate: A presentation/workshop on “Grasdand ecology and
management” ar Guildfoed Lodge, followed by a fickd trip to sub-alpine grassland. The covenanted
rasshands arc owned by Gunns and ate actively managed for the Prunarma brown bumerfly and
threatened plant species incloding the crowded leck orchid. Meet at Guildford Lodge ar 10:00 am
for moming tea. Access is via Guildford Rd. off the Ridgey Highway. See website for map,

Sunday 2 March North Motton: A visit 1o the property of Matt and Karina Roses 20 Ha of
bush on the banks of the Leven River. Bring bathers If you wish 1o swim! Take the B17 from the
Bass Highway and head rowards Gunns Plains. Meet ar the North Morton Hall at 10:00 am 1o

pool transport as there Is limiced parking at the property. Sce website for map and specics list.

Sunday 6 April Quoiba and Spreyton: Meet ar the carpark a1 the wp end of Durkine Road,
"Quoiba for s walk t the Allison Track, Kelcey Tier led by Peter Sims. After lunch we will meet Phil

Murray, Devonport Ciry Council’s Biodiversity Officer, who will show us the project 1o translocare
u population of the north-coast barrowing crayfish, Emgaess granulatns, from Shefficld Road o an
offses site at Clayron Drive, Spreyton.

Sanday 4 May Barrington: A fungl foray at the property of Philip Milner with Dr Genevieve

Gares with the alm of providing a list of fungl species on the properry. Meer ar 10:00 am ar Philip’s
. propercy at the end of Allisons Road, Lower Barrington. Allisons Road tumn off is about 1 km
*south of the Lower Barrington wwnship oa Shefficld Main Road. Genevieve will bring copies of
" the forthcoming book “A field guide o Tasmanian Fungi® for sale at the special price of $35. See

horp:/fwww.disjuncrnauralises com/events hum for more details aboat the book.

The Australian Naturaliss’ Nerwork get cogether is on 17% — 27 Ocrober 2014 hosted by the
Tasmanian Ficld Nawraliss, Accommodation will be ar The Lea, 7 km south of Hobart.
For mote information please send your email address (o the TENC events emall address:

ANN20 1 d@saficldoatsorgau or postal addeess; GPO Box 68, Hobart 7001

At the ONFN AGM it was decided o increase membership fees. A membenship renewal form is
enclosed with this newsletter. Prompe payment is appreciated. We thank Lynn and John Hayward
for providing the venue for the AGM and wish all members all the best for 2014,

purmoenn Phil Callier Molx 0438122110 philercubicon.omg.au

sirarmasy: Ron Nagorcka M 6396 1380 tonéroamguorchaid.au

ThrastRes & tanrrok: Saesh Lloyd Ph: 6396 1380 sacahllovdarlpeimus.som.a
Paron: Dr. Peter McQuilllan

www.disjuncinaruralists.com



