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Dickins' Bush Flowers

Browsing at the Latrobe Sunday market
receritly, | chanced upon 4 linde wessure of a
book with 2 beautiful, brightdy coloured plate of
native ground oechids glued 10 its dusty, worn
cover, The artist’s name was dearly printed on
the base of the plate - Herbert Dicking, and
the date of the work was 1914, The book was
entitled The Native Flowers of Victoria.

As | wan standing there, savouring one of
those clamic collectors moments and shsorbing
the beaury of this postcard-aized pictorograph
of ‘servestrial erchid’ that had been bunched
together in the wild style of Tasmaniss late
great colonial water colouris Louisa Meredich,
I was struck by how many of these linde narive
ground orchids | have seen on my walks here in
Tasmania in the Tarkine, Keleey Tier, Se. Helens

and Shexrwater, such v the yellow donkey
orchids with their funny fappsble can, duck
orchids that rise like Mountain Ducks frozen In
flighe, rruly goegeous bluc and pink sun orchids
and amazingly delicate spider orchids that ook
ar fiest glance like real spidess,

The book | was holding was published by
Australian publishing house George Roberson
& Co. and undated: hard-covered, and
comprised of the familiar thick pulpy paper
of most pre-World War One publications.
The author Edward Edgar Pescotr FLS, FRHS
fram the School of Horticulture was elegantly
introduced by Professor Alfred |, Ewarr, 4 man
who had so muany initials afeer his name that
the printers put 'erveters” after the first theee, the
Vicorian Government Botanist and Professor of
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Plant Pachology ar the University of Melbourne.
All of the black and white photographs used, a
well as the common plant names were selected
by the Plant Names Committee of the Victorian
Field Naturalists Club (VENC), for which due

My interest however was keenly focused
on the plate, for which there was only a brief
mention that ‘Mr. Dickine & alo respomsible
for the colowred Uiniorations which fuithfully
reproduce the mazural colowrs and form of ihe
nypical flmwers depicted (p.13).

1 wasintrigued, and then delighted 1o find that
there were four more of Mr. Dickina' coloured
plates of native Bowers (one a duplicate of the
cover) contained inside, all signed and dared
1914, As | parred with my $6. | was already
wsking myself ‘who war Herbert Dickine

Dickina is listed a5 an illustrator by the
Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria, He
was bom Herbert Peabody Dickins (Vicrorian
Birch Register #15736) in 1872 to parenms
Frederick Dickins and Harrier (nee Freel who
lived in the working class subarh of Richmond,
Mclbourne. He was the youngest of seven
childeen, with 2 sistens (Helen and Agnes)
and 4 brothers (George. Chadles, William and
Frederick). There were also Aunts, Uncles and
cousins by the name of Free living in Gedong
and Ballarar.

Dicking was 42, and a member of the VFNC
when Pescoer’sy book was published. The VENC
was an active social group, being the province
of learmed geandefolk and academica interested
in the natural sciences. [ndeed, one had to be
nominated into the membership. So obviausly
only those persons with the right anribures
could ke parr in the Clubs excundons,
exhibitions and mectings.

One of our local Tasmankans, Forthside’s
Kate Cowle (a gentlewoman, later to become
M. Gustay Weindorfer of Cradle Mountain)
was 4 member of VENC for 3 years from

1902 Acconding to her biographer, Sally
Schnackenberg, it was a paper called “Notes
of 4 Visit to Mount Roland™ that she read to a
meeting of Club members in Auguse 1903 and
later pablished in the Club’s jowrnal The Vicsaedan
Nazuncltsr, as well as her botanical experrise, tha
aroused the interest of Weindorfer, a graduate
of the Framisco-Josephinum agriculiural high
school nedr Vienna and fellow field naouralise,
in visiting the alpine regions of Tasmania,

The 1914 publication was situated at the cusp
of a profound change in Anglo-Auseraliam’ ideas
abour their gardens, which were hitherto mostly
designed to remind folk of far away England,
Yet there were few books on Australia’y wild
Howers and plane, despite an increasing interest
I cultivating and showing nadve planes.

As Pescoet himself observed:
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The reaching of Narure Study in swhooly, the
holding of Nature Studdy Exhibitions, the
increced attention being given in our Botanic
and Public Gardens te the cultivating and
segregating in groupt of sur natve florw, the
propayenda work of Forest Leagues and Wantle
Duy Lestguer are all helping w popularice wur
native Sowers. It is thesefore pleasing to mose, uy
@ revwle, thar many aurserymen dve imceeting

. their stock wnd variety of these plants, und thuy
by their caralogue and in other ways, making
many desrable plants avsilable to the public
thar were previowsly quite unprocwrable. (p.12)

Dickins continued 10 panue his interest
in painting marive Howers, and he geperously
supported a number of popular books abour
Auseralian native plants with his dlustracions
He also became President of the prestiglous
Royal Vicrorian Horticultural Society (RHSV).
an organisation which helped the State of
Victoria o become widely recognized as “The
Garden Stare’ and which greatly assisted the
development of the Sociery for Growing
Australlan Plants

The RHSV had been established in 1848 wich
Charles La Trobe, the Colony's Supetimtendent,
as Parron and the Mayor of Melbourne, Henry
Moor, as the inaugural President. In 1885, it
was granted a Royal Charcer by Queen Vicroria
I 1956, the sociecy published a comprehensive
collection of Dicking' wildflower paintings,
entitled Owe Hundred Asscralian Wilkdflowers
with Betamcal and Vernicular Names Collectesd
and Painted by H.P* Dickins. It waa the greatest
compliment it members could give.

Dickins died In Camberwell In 1963, aged
91, 1 suspect his paintings of bush flowers will
live on, cherished by those who discover his
wark, as | have done, on some second-hand
book stall a the Sunday markets
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A Return to King's Run

in the speing of 1998 Jour members of the
CNFN (then the Deloraine Fiekd Naturallses
Group) visited Geoff Kings property on the
Wese coast noeth of the Arthur River. The
objective wan o document natural values a»
part of Geoffs plans to manage the property as 4
conservation area, We put together lives of flora
and Funa lncluding 115 species of plane, 43
bird species, 2 butterflies, one seal, three frogy,
three freshwarer cravfish and vne unidentified
female dung bectle), and in the process we were
sitnply stunned not only by the property’s shees
natutal besury, but also by its importance to
Aboriginal history. Thus, when 4 return visit
wan offered 1o see how Geofl's dreams for the
ared have progressed, it was an opportunity not
to be missed. Sarah, Ron and | (who were part
of the original visit) Jumped at the opportunity,
and seven others decided o make the long ek
o the West Coase with assurances that e would

be worth it. Fingers were crosed for good
weather, which is never guaranteed in the ares

The property (known & King's Run) has been
in the King family’s hands since 1850, The 800
acres consisn of heath, grasslands and shrubby
woodlands, along with the cosstal vegetation
verge, 1he property has a  comervation
covenant put in plice by Geoff for protecting
its wonderful natural values along with it very
significant archacological sites

We met Geoff near Arthur River and were
led onto the property ¥ia 2 new entry road.
The land Inoked wilder than | rernembsered, the
result of the removal of cattle, with the native
berbivores now solely allowed to keep the grassy
arcas under control. The extensive shrubby arcus
were expandding and could eventually cover the
graslands without some intervention. The
Aboriginal people used fire to keep arcas open,
and Geolf sces this as 3 wol to be used with cure
along with obscrvations of the results. Certainly,
the mix of shrobby cover ony with the grassy,
sedgy arcan allows the current tich mixture of
animal and bied life to Hourish, and it seems
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most desirable o maineain this divensity. Coal
burns are pethaps the only viable alternative
not only for maintaining diversity, but also for
svoiding & conflagrarion. Fire i never preny,
selective nor without consequences, and s
always something of a double-edged sword
when used for conservation management.

lwas particularly keen to see how the freshwarer
crayfish 1 had identified on our st visit were
getring along. Ewgaens fengamat is 3 west coast
chdemic burrowing crayfish with a distribution
that extends south of Macquarie Harbour: it Is
sbso found on Hunter Island. I was quite excited
the fiest time | found this ceayfish ae Birchs Inlet,
because [ hadn't realised uny Emguess extended
s far south, But of course when 1 looked u
D Pierre Howiee's distribution map, be had dhe
species recorded ar Birchs Inlet and even further
south, Nevertheless, £, lengana’ stronghold is
the north-west, with Rocky Cape belng the
furthest exxension to the ease that
has been recorded, | suspect they
may extend to Sisters Creek but |
have yet w ser eyes vn the elusive
Engaess there. It is not a priority
o extend their distribution » few
kilometres easrward where they
are in a safe place, so untl | find
some carapace parts, or find one
under a log, theiridentity remim
an inrriguing mysery.

Ir was good w sce thar the
E lewguna wt Kings Run were
showing recent activity in the
arca where [ had previoualy found
thetn. Theothet freshwater crayhuh
in the ares bs one 1 identified as
Creochanex caxigredt, This crayfish s
found in the Baws Strait Baskn, and its taxonomy
has recently been revised (Hanson 2006), [
uccupies ephemeral bodies of fresh warer only
on the northwest coass in Tasmania. It Is quire
dceive in the springime, with burrows having
pellets of soil loasedy found around them. It ks

-

quite wsual ro find cither dead crayfish, or parns
of them, sround the cdges of the water. Since
these ephemeral ponds dey up by summer. the
crayfish prowmably burrow down o the water
table, and appear to remuain theee untll the next
spring.

Orher wikdlife we saw included two species
of wallaby, a huge, quire dark-furred wombar,
a2 well as u lacge echidna, The bied life was rich,
with bath bush birds and coastal bisds, As well,
4 pair of Wedge- railed Eagles came for a look
at ux

A pardculady intriguing frog with strange,
arange colouring was discovered by Saruh while
pitching their cene. From the photos [ believe it
tor be 3 brown tree frog. Ie has the characteristlc
dark sripe extending through i cyes, and
tiny pacds can Just be discerned on e toes. The
brown teee frog was the only frog 1 beard calling

at riigghs,

Lrown tree g (Lo ewing) .

The history of the original inhabitanes ks
written large in the landscape beyond the arcas
kept open through the use of hire for hunting
and movement. There are many middens near

the shore of huge size and significance, with
swone tools still lying where they were last wsed
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There are abso hut depressions
still visible in the ground a licde
further back from the shore.
George  Augusrus  Robinson
described in his journaly the
huts builtover these depressions
uslng sticks and hides, along
with the people living In
them. He abo described the
depressions in the rocks close
w0 the sea in which they used
o hide while hunting seals.
Amazingly, thess depeessions
wo are sull visible. Surcly this
arca mast be one of the richest
sites in Tasmania, and Geoff is
serious in his efforos to maintain
its significance.

For many vean, off road
vehicles have wavelled this coastline with
impunity, beedlesly trashing middens and
coastal vegeradion, Efforts are now in place w
bring dhis ‘tradivionul sbuse’ to o balr, and the
authorities are finally beginning to participare in
provocting this imporetant area, Geolf vigorously
discourages the vandalism which consists of
driving over the middens, and gradually the
message i gerring across thar Kings Run b off
limies.

We were privileged 0 have a demonstration
by Geoff of his Tawmanian Devil viewing
program, which is a pare of Kings Run Wikdlife
Tours (see www.kingsrun.com.au). The Devil
viewing takes place in a dedicazed building near
the shore. It has a large window for viewing the
sensitively lir area conraining a road kill carcas
that has bheen dragged through the grasland
to leave a scenr trail for the Devils o follow
o the site. We didn’t manage 1o see 4 Devil,
but Geolf kepr s well entertained with food
and wine and stodies of how the business was
established through the advice and sssissance of
Nick Mooncy. He keeps deniled records and Is
careful not to habituate the Devils

Geoff's vision and efforn a1 Kings Run are
admirable, and his commirment to conserving
this important area needs  recognition and
support. 'When visitors to Tasmania want w0
see something special in the way of our namiral
history, Kings Run has much ro offer them.
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Case Moths

There is something fscinaring aboar snimals
that make their own sheloees

I the wet forest ar Black Sugarioal, Birralee,
the dender conical cases {approximarcly 20 mm
long) made of incly woven silk doteed with ciny
fragments of bark and lichen are often observed
suached 1o the trunis of dogwood (Fomaderm
apecals) where the animals graze on algae or
crustose  lichena: the micro-epiphymes  chat
create parterns on the dogwood rrunks. In other
higher rainfall arcas In Tasmania a group of
relared specios graze on the smooth-barked wet
forese species Including sassafras (Atheroperma
marcharem), sibver wartle (Acacis dealbata) and
musk [ Olaeria argophylla)

The spocics responsible are case mochs
currently in the genus Narpois (sublamily

2umm long case moth | Mavycs »
shal

Wit amangng pupal

three o 1he pprsamatsy 100 tity case mrotts | < Hamm)
sean on Jond Oara Arets in Wach 2012

Taleporiinae). There are at least cight and
possibly up 10 25 species of Taleporiinae specics
in Tasmania, Unlike some case moths that have
wingless females thar never leave their larval
cases female Naryeia case moths are fully winged
Many are vet o be sclentifically described and
pamed. a process made diffbicolt because the
simall adult moths are rarely artracted o lighe
maps and becawse many of the adults emerge
in late winter and thus uvoid detecrion. Many
Naryvia species are weak fiyers and are on the
wing in the lace afternoon especially on relarively
mild, wind-free evenings in the winter months
berween May and August; other species fly in
late spring When at cest most Narycia species
roll their wings around their body and appear
very twig-like

[ eisid sumaner many of the 20mm long cases
wete attached o the rough bark of banksiax,
dead understorey plangs and even some sty
wire on an old fence post, Some did not appeas
to be alive, (atound 50% of case moth cases
are parasitised by brachaonid ot ichneumonid
wasps) while othees had the pupal shell visibe
at the posterior end indicating the succewful
emergence of the adule moth

11 lage latuary two tiny anienals basely 1(hmm



lomg were seen moving along the leaves ol curting
grass (Gabwia grondis) and during 3 CNFN wip
o Black Sugarloal in early February numerous
of these tiny cases were seen on the bark of the
dogwoods. This lead to some discussion as 1o
whesher the small cases were young animals
ver o armain their full length or whethes they
were a different smaller species, (Mow aduls
Nigryeia species have a wingspan of between 12
and 20mm. A amaller species with 3 wingspan
of ondy 9mm has been collected in Tasmania m
hax a karger species with a 25mm wingypun.) A
different species (phoro on front cover) with a
similar but longer case of approximately 30mm
decorated at the anterior end with tiny ywigs
was observed on a banksia onc cvening bat has
not beent seen again.

Whar
not only what specics chey are, but how they

make these animuls incrdguing s
comstruct their cases and what goes on inside
thet

The cases have owo openmings, [n the tiny case
moths seen on the cutring grass the head of the
farva could be seen protruding from the anterior
end as |t made in way down the leafl. Another
small animal seen a few weeles lager caughe in a
spider’s web was making desperate attempes 1w
escape ls fate and it wo was visible, Once the
snimals find # suitable location they use silk to
sccure the anterior end of their case to a branch
or trunk where they feod or collece marerial
o attach to their case. When they are abow
to move to another Jocation the larvae cut the
silken thrcads, Faccal pellers are expelled from a
small opening at the posterior end of the case.

Somie species of case moths lay large numben
of egan (n West Indian spocies Oubetion &rriry
lays about 13 000 eggs). When the cggs are
laid (nslde the cue the fisse lnstar larvac we
sifleen theeads to lower themselves through the
posterior opening. They spin allk and probably
wse some of it like 2 balloon to be carried by a
breese to a new plant, The larvac then Fahion

1 conical silken case 1o which they attuch

e Cane MOth (ASrycat 80 | wih aMerng pugsa st
ks an untiy case of tiry hegs

fragments of plant, lichen or detritus. As the
larvac grow they enlarge the anterior end of the
case by attaching various materials characreristic
of the species

Just
exakeleton) the larvae secure the cise to a twig

before codysls  (Le, shedding  of
or athet object and dose the aperture with slk
How many tinves the larvae undergo ccdynis
is dithicult to determine because they et theis
dhed sldna, But based on how many times the
larvae close their case for ecdysis, ohservations
of the shoremendoned species Qikericur kirbyl
suggests that they undergo 12-14 instars

When the Llarvae mature they tie the antetior
end to 3 twig or similar object. dose the
antetior aperture and spin o dense  cocoon
within the case, Before pupation the larvae
reverse themselves in the cocoon to direct the
head towards the posterior opening

Before the final ccdysis (known as eclosion)
the pupa (in both sexes of the Taleporiinee and
the males of Psychinae) procrudes from the
posterior opening of the barval case. The females
of some species sit on the ounide of the case
awaiting copulation

Unlike the Taleporiinac species thar feed
momly oo lichens, Pyychinae case moths are
often polyphagous and foed on herbs, shrubs

and fruit, ornamental and forest trees. Sorne of



the more common and visible species belong o
the genus Clomia. C tenuir makes a cylindrical
case to which it artaches ewigs of a similar lengeh
cut from i bost plano including Eucalyptn,
Callizemon and Lepeospermum species. Another
Clemia species use twigs of a simidar fength
except for one longer twig, Hyeliercta nigricans
makes a silken case with prominent longicudinal
ribs.

We thank Peeer McQuillun for providing
information about the  Nryoia specics and
identifving the species on the orchid Howers as

234
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/r/wmu. serrudata - A new liverwort for Tasmania

Lepiducia serrwiata ix a fairly recemt
additon 1o the genus as it was only
described in 2004 from Stewurt lsland
in New Zealand and consldered endemic
to that country, More recently it has
beens Identihed from New South Wales
and now from Tasmania

Enged & Glenoy (2008) provide »
description of the species w these notes
are additional 1o thas

Both  specimems  were  colbecred
above 700m altitude ar the Blue Tiet
The fimst specimen was sterile, and
growing on usually damp soil beside »
roadside stzeam in the open although
It was shaded partially by overhanging
Leptoipermum trees. It was semi-orect LayNOOZIS SBPUAITA Growing wih &, pviown
and growing in i,

The second ferride specimen was peostrace, growing over rotting logs under protected permanent
shade mainly of Nethofugwr conmingbamii. Engel & Glenny sate thar no androecia or gynoecia
had been sighied without mentioning if fruiting had been observed, We saw several populations
Irulting around mid-November.

Leaves were 4-fid with lobes entire on some specimens buz the others bad teeth off the lobes
Likewise the undetleves were 4-fid with minimal branching on some and splic into 3 spinose teeth

in others

L sl lsoves L serulnty coly



We rerurmed to the sitex in mid-February and collected a few vhoows with gvnoecia from o

shaded site. The A.A:x‘ilh inclicled some periantha from the previous seasor

androecia on distal paros of Hagellare branches almost devoid of leaves & w

A palr of ventral androecia
A collection trom the open site yielded andeoecia on Ragellate branches, Antheridia had uniseriate
arranged in one row) stalks and spermarozolds weree free swimming when the image was caken
Ihis constirutes a4 pew record for Tasmania fomile pecimens have been lr'd!;..! with he
asmanian Herbarium

{ like 10 thank E Brown for confirming identificarion of the sample. References page 15
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parophivie. (Dehaitions froen Malcotm 2004



Opvipositing fly

This Hy (-Smm long) was photographed on
3 farming property south of Cresy. It belongs
o the Platystomaridae family and is powsibly a
Rivellsa sp. Members of this genus are similar in
appearanice to Lamprogater species (vee Wings
page 76) but they have long transverse bands
on their wings rather than the usually thicker,
triangular shaped bands of Lamprogaster.

Adulr flies are often seen on or near the dung
of mammals on which they feed. Bat the biology
of these Hies—as with many invertebrates—is not
well known.

The habitats of the larval stage of
Platystomatids are varied. They occut (n living
and dead vegerable matter and in Ewrope have
beer found in graves. Some live in plant trunks

by other insects ot fungi, o in the
runnels made in fallen logs by beedles. Rivellia
species are almost cosmopolitan and  some
Rivellia \arvae live in bacterial roor nodules on
leguminous plants, probably including Acscis
specien. Larvae of another platystomarid species
Elaviogarter linearis have been found consuming
the eggs of a locuw; they also live in decaying
vegerbles, Larvac of Lewophile species have
been found In damaged rrunks of Xanthorrboes
species and aduls are commonly found on the

folliage.

14

There don't appear o be any records of
plarystomarids ovipositing nto grass sems.
The grass may be the host for the larvae, but It
also may be 1 safe place for the larvae w hatch
before they move to their host. Many fly larvae
actively seck our their hosts so the females only

need to deposit egges in the general area

We thank Tony Daley who identified the fly
from the photographs snd supplied information
about its lology. He alwo identified the seile fly
Metwpocherus (Seww) bivistarus (Microperidae)
on the back cover.

References page 15,
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