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I'WO EXTRAORDINARY
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Painted Button-quail ( Tarmix purin

I you live in a place long enough and you
exercise your powens ot observation you're
likely tamifiar with the daily

O Decume

routines and scasonal patterns of arrivals
und departures of most of the resident
and migratory birds. Bur the cryptic or
noctumal, though not oecessarlly rare. are
infrequently encountered

[ Bt aw a Painted Buron-geail ar
Birralee about rwenty vears ago when a
sisall bird way momentarily srunoed afrer
fiying into a window of our newly-built
howuse, Because of it quall-like appearance |
misidentibed it as an “ordinary” quail

A tew weeks larer while washing up one
morning, | watched a bind walk along the
track in frone of the house. It plrouctred
pecked the ground, then vanished. Between
the hrst and second xighrings 1 had read
ubout button-quails and their characterlstic
circular,  saucer-sized

“plareless”.  These

wrapes - their way of exposing the seedy

s1kDS by Sarah Llovd

| " s hiee
and tnsects they

consume are PJ[?HHIA{"
noticeable slong bush tracks after the birds
have foraged In the sccumulation of leaves

and ucher lircer

0 many aspecn of their lives burton-
quails (Family Turnicidae) are extraondinary
birds. Although similar in appearance to true
quails {Coturnix spp. Family: Phasianidac)
they lack a crop and & hind toe and an
ll.'l.'\".l“;q ”v.l: gln\-; lL'n.'nlllu._q_ to .‘uu}n
3 case ot l‘ull-h___’lx.l. CONVErgenNee whereby
speches with similar life styles and feeding

niches evolve similar characieristics

For many years button-qualls were placed

the order Gruitormes with the families

e
Ctuldae (cranes and  Brolgas), Rallidac
(wamphen, native-hens, rails, crakes, coors
erc) und Ovididie (Bustards) but thelr

.':!.mulnhl;'« remmainn a4 muarcer of debare
Nowsdays some tixonomists retaln them

n the order Gruitormes, wh

ic othens place

them in thelr own order, Turniciformes,

the order Chanadrdiformes with

A Mainted Button-quail at Black Sugarloal



the families Burhinidae (stone-curiews)
Haematopodidac (oystercarchers)
Recurvisomtridae  (stilts  and  avocen)
Charadriidae  (plovers,  domereds  and
lapwings) and Scolopacidac  (godwits,

sandpipers, e e and Laridae (e
and gulls) - among others.

An unusual feamee of button-quails &
their polyandrous breeding, whereby
female will mate with two or more males
in one breeding season and uke no pan
in the care of the offspring. This is an
extremely tare strategy in birds, known
only to occur in a few species including the
Spotted Sandpiper, most jacanas and some

phalaropes.

Female button-guails are larger and
more colourful than the males. They have
a speclalised vocal organ - an inflacable
bulb of the oesophagus and enlargement
of the wachea - that the males lack. They
emit 1 Joud booming call in the beeeding
scason that is apparently indistinguishable
from that of a bromewing (M. McGarvie
pers com), Both parents build the nest
but after laying her eggs the female leaves
the incubation and rearing of young to the
male. Incubatbon takoes just 12 = 15 days and
the male provides food for the downy chicks
which Jeave the nest won afier harching,
Although the chicks are independent when
they are two weeks old, they stay with the
male for several weeks and are fully grown
by the time they are 6 - 7 weeks old.

Despite their shoet breeding cyde and
polyandry, which theotetically allows the
females to find 4 new territory and another
male 10 rear a second dutch, none of the
fifteen species of burton-quail char occur
worldwide are common. The Small Button-
quail Is one of Europe’s least known species,

and three of the seven species of buron-
quail that occur in Auseralia are “of concern”
because of their rarity

Their  secretive  lifessyle  and
colouring means thar the Painted Burron

crypnc

quall ks rarcly seen in Tasmania and i stanus
Is difficult 10 sssest.  However, given thelt
preference for closed canopy torests with
some understorey and abundant liveer ic s
likely thaz, like many of our native bieds,
they are declining.
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Brolgas (Family Gruidae)
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The ruxonomic debate

Same taxopomiss place burron-qualls in the order Grulformes which includes the tamilics

Gruidae (cranes and By '!.;.l‘ Rallidae (yw .xur' ens. tulls, coors, native-hens) and Orididac

Bustard), Other taxonomists place button-guails in their own order, Tumiciformes

Tasmanian Narive-hen (Rallidae)




Sometimes they're places in dhe order Charadriitormes along with the Barhinidac (sone-curlews),

Haemaropodidae {oystercacchers), Recurvirosridae (stiloy, avocens), Charadriidae (plovers, dortercls,

Lapwings), Scolopacidac (godwin, sandpipers, tardens etc) & Laridae (termy, gulls) - among others

Bash Stone

Aviwet | Rex \ll‘«,(n\”ni.u. | .\1uhlcd l,n.ih it l\';.in[u. idae




The Australian Owlet-nightjar (Aegotheles cristatus)

The of  the Australian
Owler-nightjar, like that of the Painted

Button-quall, Is a marrer of debate, Most

CANOIOM Y

taxonomisss now agree that they are more
closely related to the swifts and needlerails
than to the nightjxrs and frogmouths, which
they superficially resemble. (Christidis &
Boles 2008)

Australian  Owlet-nightjars
{20-24¢m) birds abour the size of a Yellow-
throated Honeyeater. Thelr forwand facing
cyes amd diny, barely vigible bill give dhem
an uncannily mammalian appearance. They
occur throughour the country and alchough

arc  small

parcly seen they are believed to be the
most common nocearmal bird in Awstradia
Thelr ability to live In a range of habitats is
artributed to several adapaations induding
the yest-round use of cavity roosts, their
variouws modes of foraging and their shiliey
1o underzo perlods of wrpae

Torpor (also called hibernation) s a
straregy used by many mammals to conserve
encrgy during cold weather, When in torpoe
an animals body temperature drops und all
metabolic processes slow down,

Torpoe & not common in birds but is
known 10 occur in small species such as
hummingbirds and swifts  Binds usually
enter torpor at night when the remperature
drops, or during the day when food suppiy
o limited. The Tawny Frogmouth, az 500
grams, is the largest hird known o undergo
toepor, although it may be more widespread
than currently thought.

Recent rescarch has found thar owler-
nightfars can reduce thelr body temperniture
trom 38-41% in the dayxime w 15* during
petiods of tarpor. They usually stay rorpid
for sbout 4 hours, but on very cold nighes
or when food is scarce they can remain in s
torpid state for 11 hours

Rictal bristles surround the diny il of the
Austrafian Owlet-nightjar.

| have scen owlet-nightjars ot Black
Sugatioaf abour five times in the paat twenty
years. Mosdly | see them sitting modonless
on the mck when driving home ar nighs
Several months ago | found a dead one in
3 room we rarely visic, While it is always
sad to find a dead bird, especially one tha
is believed o be declining in Vicroria,
Western Australia and Tasmania, | rook the
opportunity to inspect its tiny bill and ricral
bristles. These are seiff, hair-like feathers thas
surround the beaks of insectivorous birds,
They aze thought to protect the cyes of birds
from fying insects and other debris. They
may also help birds detecr the tnovement of

prey held in their beak.

My recent
owle-nightjsr way during & camping
trip o Birdsville and Insamincks in
lune 2009, Soon after asriving ar the
Caullyamurea waterhole on Cooper Creek
late in the afternoon Ron and | heard the
unmistakeable cll of an ewlet-nightjar,
2 sound reminiscent of a Brown Falcon's
cackling. We are familiar with this sound
having heard it ac just abour evety place we
have camped on the mainland

most encounter with an



Small  binds, bike Alleny Hummuenghird
(Selagpborws wuind from the US, undergo
periods ol tospoc 1 coaserve energy when
foud becomes scarce.

During the might it was particularly vocal
~ & was another bied from an adjoining
tertitory. On one occasion [ saw is flurrering
berween the foliage of the trees aa it chased
flying insects. Owlet-nightjars also  take
ground dwelling arthropods so our campsice,
close 1 4 massive ane’ nest, provided rich
pickings, (Ants are kaown o be important
food for awler-nightjars but are rarcly
taken by other nocrurnal bieds,)

This owlet-nightjar did not restrice
is calling to after dark but alw
caclded Intermittendy throughout the
day. This could have been aggressive
calling which would alerr other owlet-
nightjan in the area that the territory
Was m‘(uplcll

To my delight | eventually saw the
tiny bird sitting in the entrance of in
wree hollow (see picrure fone page). This
was probaldy onc of several cavities it
had in los wretitory. A territory with
several roosting sites has a number of
advantages: it allows birds 10 escape
from predators by quickly moving from

one to another should they feed threatened:
and it reduces the distance between a o
and 2 good foraging site. thus saving energy.
Several roosting stres can veduce the chance
of Infestarion by parmites, and different
coouting sites may have different thermal
properties s that at least one will be suitable
depending on the time of day or year

Despite our presence the owlet-nightjar
stayed put for the four dayy we shared ity
territory, It spent most of the day sunning
irsedf but If I goe 100 close it would guickly
rerrear 10 the safery of les hollow,

Referencen:
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The Tawny Frogmouth, at 500 grama, is currently the
Lisgest bied known to undergo tarpor,
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Larry Polansky is & compaser, theorbst, performee, professor and member of CNFN
He has been collecting and writing rounds for some years. Checke
hep:leamusic.darrmoath.edu/ -larryfscotes/other_peoples_scores/rounds/index, html

Copiex of the leafler “Leave Logs for frogs"are available from Sarah.
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A new resource for Tasmania: www.tmag.tas.gov.au/FloraTasmania
Marco Duretto, Tasmanian Herbarium

The Fort of Tasmania Online (FTO) is a publicly available web-based resource for the
identification of plants and the dissemination of modem txonomic information. FTO was
launched on 9 June 2009 by Michelle O'Byrne MHA (Minister, Department Environment
Parks Heritage and the Asts). Ir will be published in purts, each covering 1 family. FTO containg
I::y' descriptions, synonymy, dhtdbuﬁmalmdhnbimdmmﬁwallunvmhwm
referencing. For now, the focus of the FTO will be on the Angiospermy (Flowering Plants; 139
families), especially the Dicoryledons (100 families). The first 45 accounts (all Dicoryledons) have
now been published. These include families, eg, Griseliniacese, that have never had rrearments
for Tasmania (or indeed Australial) published before. Other families have had major changes
since the Seudents Flora of Tanmania was published and the FTO accounts outline new concept,
specics and genera, Families thar will be published latet in 2009 include Amaranthacese (includes
Chenopodiaceae), Elucocarpaceae (indudes Tremandraceac - Tetmethend), Ericaceae (includes
Epacridaceac), Malvaceae (indludes Sterculiacese) and Myreacene ( Encalyprr).

FTO combines the sclentific value of ctable and permanently svailable documents with the
speed and accessability of the internet. FTO is notable in thac
1. family accounts are peovided free of charge (web pages & PDF files);
2. cach account is a sand slone, citable, scientific document with unique version and
ISBN;
3. all accounts will remain publicly availsble even when superseded by new & revised
accounts;
4. public feedback is encouraged:
S, there is commirment w continuously update and improve the FTO by assimilating public
focdbrack, new research and new discoveriex;
6. for the finst thme the flora for the entire State of Tasmania (including Macquarie 1) will be
covered;
7, all documents will also be decrranically archived (and publidly available) ur the Seate
Libseary of Tasmania.

To asstst workers with the new classification system wsed in the FTO there is an interface o
determine what family a genus b placed In. In addition, there are mechanisma for feedback
Istrongly encouraged a1 this will help improve and refine the FTO] and adding your name
o a notification system. This last system will be used to notify wers when new sccounts are
published and of any other changes to the websire.

AR L L R L L L L L L L R R I

Can you help?
Lisa Clarkson is collecting information from anyone who has, In recent years, scen or heard
Green and Gold frogs (Lituria raniformis) in cheir area. Any information would be appreciated.
Please email Lisa with deails.  [clrkan@bigpmendsesay

lelowksow € hue, O™
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Wl Echidnes save the Prunarrs Brown? by lohn Wilson; photographs by Peter Sims

On the subject of wasps (hurther o Sarah's
great atory "What wasp?” in the Wineer
e of The Narural News), there was an
article In the Forest Practices Authority's
newslerter Forest Practions News (June 2009)
reporting  that our sub-alpine Peunarra
brown bunerfly, which &s primarily being
threatened by habitat loss duc to forestry
operations, is also being predated by ferl
European Wasps

Hereat leis Farm Private
Nature Roserve  near
Dalsy Dell, we continue
to see the Prunarrs beown
butterfliies  occasionally,
Humering low o the
ground, chicfly in and
around the sedgelands we
wall Australis’ (because
from the air, they look
rerariably like a map of you know what),
burterfiy’s
favoured vegetation, poa. grows alongide

where the Prunarmma  brown
the buttongras, pincapple grass (Aselic
alping) and a myriad of dny Rowering
sedges bordering the woolly tea-tree swamp,
There are also lots of leral European Wasps
hereabouts, Although we haven’s a5 yer
witnewsed them predating the butterfly
or its pupae, we suspect it could be likely,
given that they are extremely vicious feeders
once they've identibied 3 food wurce.

What we have noticed rocently s thas
there seems to be markedly fewer European
Wasps in or around lhke's Hut, If's been a
pleasant change not being pestered by these
lrrlf]flng. invasive “"nr:ﬁ’ creamres “hll‘
cating lunch on the verandah. So we've
been wondering whas might have caused
our relative scarcity of feral wasps, as it can'
be entirely due to us Jocating and polsoning
a few mandom nesss. It's been another one
of ey linde mysteries
that has teased us over
the long hoc summer
months, until  one
day recently, we came
upon the remains of
an  underground  nest
{pictured), dug oot
and ransacked by none
other than an Echidna,
and we think we've found our why

A few yeans ago, we were basking in
the sun on a Jog, when 4 big old Echidna
waddbed right up ro us, Fearlessly and with
apparent relish, It proceeded 1o lick our
boots, leaving tzails of jws long, sticky pink
wongue on the leather surface (we'ld recenty
polished our walking boots with beey’
wax)! Now suppose that Echidnas do find
bees” wax shoe polish uuerdy “ieresistible™
Could they have begun to scquire a taste for
European Wasps' neses?
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lerra Prittacorum

During a wrip 1o the US & few veary ago |

Met seyer l"-:w;-n who had visited Australia
[hey commented an this country’s colourful
birdlife and bemoaned the fact that their birds
ere dull and uninteresting by comparison. (1
had to dusagree: hummuinghbinds, for sturters
wonderful and colourhsl 25 far

scerned, ler alone woodpeckers

quality as
o I'm ¢

WIXWInNngs, menansces ana l""ll- = {0 DAmc

but a few,) ”lc) were undoubredly referring

to our cockatoos and parrots) those raucous

)

and coloarhul characiens of the busl

Australis wio relerred w0 oo Jerme

Pirzacoram (1

wnd of Parrors) on 2 workd
drawns by Flemish

\':ll-.l’n' "

111 \xn.-j:l;'h:-l

And

would have encountersd

1569 carty

(rl" l.'-'xl-
ull|| 2] A'u-

leasz some species just about anywhere they

travelled, referred o Australia us “parron
land”
Of the 54 pecies of the Order

Sirtacitormes that ocour in Australia, six are
pative in Dasmania; che 1\1-1[%“(C.h! endemic
Green Rosella, two breeding endemics, the
Qrange-bellied Parroc and Swift Parrot; the
Musk Lorikeet, Salphur-crested Cockaroo
and  Yellow-tailed

species, the Galah, Rainbow Lorkeet, and

i\ll k-cockatoo ’.ln’

Corella are cither aviary excapes or they have
musde thelr own way here

OF the

Hourishing in the human

SO

consiicred oy

ENVIrOnment ang  ar
o De s IMNISADCES, n(h\’- AlE SO .i'l}l.Ai‘..-T‘
in th
1":1.L ot

that Is hap

cul lu(xnh‘l!‘\'l.l\ Ifl,l.‘ ”n". are aon lln(

extinction, This refleces a wrend

;hlnj-. thire J.:'llll)l l'lL

penlog
\\"fllj

One of the most successful of the Ordee in
Tasmania & the Sulphur<rested Cocleatos

) f‘.hh QOOHLIEY 1o i““ll].l' wliel, occurred

land of parrots by Samah Lloyd

here marurally, As firsr sestdement they wese

shaent from che drier cast coast region and

were patchily distribated in the remote

and wet torests

raintorests, sedgeland pl
in the wear. There were occasional Hodks in
the midlands including ar Ouse and Epping
Poreat.

In March 1823 a journal entry describes

Lake Echo

Great Luke and Arvhars Lake in

a large Bock w south
of the

the Cemral

Mighlands) conhrming their

FESASCNCY Alarys

) ) )
N spaan reached the vevdant plaim, and

omething appeared before W, dezziing wi in

the sumiline swhich we first took 1o be & 1bevt of

' '
water.. ¢ turmed ont to be an immense flock
4

of cockiatows whe, . rase with & piercing screech

like u grear wbite sheet, and Ughted on the

branches of the trees, . and hung on them ke

we fakes of mow. Never before had [ seen

y ;
these beautsfsul brrd

v greas an

A‘-"'r”.’ minst "4.'1 r n‘v‘(.’ll muamy f’v v J"ul’.‘

\.AAI[Vh ir-crested Cockatos



Sulphur-crested cockatoos have beneolired
from human activities, = the consplouos
Ihe first
time | ever passed through Epping Forest

fock ar Epping Forest atreses

the “forest™ was piled in heaps. In the forry
years since then more clearing created ideal
foraging habitar for the cockies and the
cattle feedlor ar nearby Powranna has a
ready supply of water and a year round meal
of grain. No wonder they've increased! Theis
breeding strazegy of laying three v five
cpgs and rearing several chicks per brood,
which evolved o overcome the boom and
busz cycles of continental Australia, resules
in 3 build up of birds in Tasmanias more
equable climate

Yellow-tailed Black Coclaroos are also
indisparably native. Nomadic flocks of up
to 100 birds roam widely In search of food
The seeds of banksias are an imporean
component of thelr dice as are the weds
of introduced pines. [nverichrares arc also
caten and Aocks will descend on an area 1o
tip apary old logy or rear the bark off saplings

atad tall erees to get ac hidden invertebrates

Bur the conspicuous nature of the flocks
may be giving 4 false impression of dheir
sbundance. Black Cockatoos usually nest in
remote locations and need large tree cavities
in which to breed. There is grear concern
that s roads are pushed inw more remote
arcas and aging hollow-bearing trees are
felled during forestry operations more Hocks
will be displaced. The Rocks we see are made
up of mainly older birds with very linde
recruitment, Unlike the sucoesstul breeding
strategy of sulphur crested cockatoos, black
cockatoos lay ane or two egges, and only one
chick ever survives, As umal in Tasmania
there is litthe or no monitoring to derermine
if the population is sable oe declining.
Given the scale of industrial lorestry in
Tasensania, It s unlikely to be increasing

Galahs were restriceed to the centre of
Australla ut the vime of European sertlemen
wd did not occur In Tasmania. In the hot
sandy desert regions limited food limired

Gialahy feed on seeds ar Coongie Lakes NT in the sandy desert segion of inland Australia



their PH[‘[;I ITI0n sxc ‘l.l'." expransion of \\"'HXC

vCllIC.'l)L'II'. meant mose water .\luj more

grain, Their numbers gradually increase and

they have spread far and wide. |t is possible
that they reached Tasmania of their own
accord, but they could be aviary escapes that

have established a viable population here

Rainbow Lorikeets were hrt reported

in Tasmania in the carly 1960y, cither as

single hirds but more trequently 2 pales o
flocks. Whether they were aviary escapes or
self introduced |s imposible 1w determine
What is cerrain is thae that they, like other
cockatoos and parrots, ate cavity nesters
and they posc 3 serdous theeat 1w Tasmanias

resident hollow-dependent fauna
Order Psittaciformes

For decades cockaroos and parrots were
bath placed in a single family (Psitracidac)
it the order Psimaciformes. Moce rocent
taxonomic work, however, has dentibed
dganificint differences and they are now
phaced in separate families: cockatoos are in
the Cacatuidac family and parrots remain in

the Lamily Paloacidace

Parroos and cockatoos have strongly-
curved bills thas are powerful enough to crack

seods, dig for Insect larvae and bulbs, and

L.u:;_ SHilked Covrells

\u.'rhllr-\.rrv',r-;l Cocdkson

tear at wood. Their grasping zygodactylous
feet (1. with two toes pointing forward and
two back) arc wsed like hands Jor feeding

andd climbing

Coskatoos (including galahs and corellas
differ from parroos in several respecos: thels
heads are adorned with moveable, erectile
crests thar are raised and lowered to indicare
wlarm or excirement. Some parrors have
crests, bur they are not moveable and are
simply mufs of fearhers.

Cockatoos have gall bladdetx parron
don't, {Gall bladders are a reservolr foe the
storage and concentration of bile secreted
by the liver. Many birds, including cuckoos,
hummingbierds, some woodpeckens and

passetines lack gall bladders,)

The powdet downs of cockatoos occur In
patchex ruther than being scattered chrough
the plumage as in parrors. Powder downs are

down feathers that grow continually rather



than being lost through the normal moulting
process. The dps of powder downs bresk
off to produce a hine, wloum powder-like
substance with which the birds preen and
waterprood their feathers. Powder downs
only occur in some axonomic groups such
s h(nu'l\ .odd pgcons

Cockatoos are not colourful lke parrots
because their feathers lack “dyck-texture” a
structural dement (rather than a pigment)
thar gives parrots their chamcreristic colours
of blucs and groens, Instead cockaroos are
predaominantly black or white, Some of the
black cockatoos have patches of white, red
or yellow; the white birds are suffused wish
shades of pink or pale lemon. Galahs are
pink and grey

Parcots are ancient birds. A fate Cretaceons
tosail (74-65 mya) of a putative parror (some
people consider it a dinosaur with a bird-
like beuk) is known from Wyoming In the
Utited Seates and early Eocene fossils (37-52
miya) were found in Bricain, Though parcots
no longet occur naturally in Europe or the
United States (some species are flourishing
in placex like Hampstcad Heath, London
and the arboretum in LA, with a predicrable

beated debate as 1o thelr ultimate fate) they

have 2 wackdwide distssbution centred on
the :m;\i.'-.

In contrasz, the earliest known fossil of a
cockutoo waa tound In the early Miocene
deposies (23 mya) st Rivenleigh in noeth-
west Queenaland reinforcing Australia as
the cenrre of cockatoo evolution. Australis
is alwo the cenmre of coclaroo distribution:
fourteen of the cighteen known specics
occur in Aastralia with the remainder found
in nearby countries including Indonesia, the
Philippines and Papua New Guinea

Given that parroes  occur  throoghout
the southetn hemisphere and there are
more specics in Brazil than Auseralia, and
cockatoos are solely Australasian, perhaps
Australis could have been better named
Terrat cacatna.
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This edidon of The Natural News 18 dedicared to the memory of
Peter L. Brirton (1943 - 2009)

One of my favourite and much corsulted bird books is the beautitully ilhatrated The Encyclopedia
of Birde: A Comprebenstve Hbateated Guide by International Experts (UNSW Press, 1991), Peter
Brizton was one of the experts and in dhe book be is describyed thue formedy Honorary Asoclate
Nacional Museum of Kenys and Editor: Checldist of the birds of East Africa

| first met Peter and his wite, Hazel, at 3 meeting of the Birds Tasmania executive in 2001
Although they had only been in Tasmania for a short time, they were aleeady well-versed in the
conservation issues facing our birds and keen to contribute to the on-going effores to erware thelt
long teem sucvival v

| ance came across them, purdy by chunce, st Goorgetown, where they gave me some pointens
on how w identify the migratory waders thar visit the srea each summer. Scveral vears later we
srranged to meet ar Four Springs Lake where | wried 1o assase then in the identificason, by calls
of some of our teerestrlul passerines. From memory, the weather was unfavourable and the bieds
mastly quict

Peter und Hazel made regular aips to the Arm River o assist Geoff Shannon wheo was continuing
the long-term studies initiased by Dr Bob Green, | joined them for 1 weekend und had my first
experience of mist netting and bird banding - something Peter and Hazel had been doing since
their teenage days in the UK. We discussed the passibility of a project to collect distribution
data and raise awareness about Tasmania's bush bisds, particulasly robins, Subsequently Peter and
Hazel sent me hundreds of recaeds from their regular bied warching sives

For the past several years Peter and Hazel have organised the northwest wader counte. This
was o mean feat as it involved checking ride times, organising vehidles, liaising with laindownen
and dealing with reluctant - or demanding - volunteers. And their work was not over when the
count waz fiinished. Within days Peter emailed the resules of the survey to each participant, with
information about what hirds were seen, where they were seen
and by whom. As president of the Friends of Lillico Beach,
Peter belped to coordimase an army of people to count Lirde
Penguins in 2008, For several years he edired the Tasmanian
Bird Reporr, published annually by Birds Tasmanis and evecy
maonth he sent countless records of sightings for inclusion in
Birds Tasmania's database,

Peter had s life-long passion for birds. For Peter, it was
just as important to do all he could for the specracularly
rich avifauna of east Africa, where he spent much of his
working life teaching mathemarics, as It was for the birds of
Tasmania,

Scatler Robin
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