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Fare, Cravrvism axo Srose Teurres

by Jim Nelson

This past Auguse Steve Cronin and [ visited
a property near Bellingham 1o look at the
impacts of a severe fire that went through the
arch last summer (January 2008}, There were
some signs of animal Hfe, with wombars
devils,

providing a few tracks and scats in arcas

wallabies  and  small  mammals
with sandy soil. Frogs were in full chorus in
an ephemeral wedand and a few bieds were
starting to make theirway back wo the property

The

fire were the burrowing crayfish which

most impressive survivors of the
ocoupled numerous nichies at the lower
end of the property which slopes down
The
wmed out 10 be Engerns teyates, which

The

Property  carries the finest population ol

to the Linle Pipers River specios

is endemic to northeas Tasmania

the species | have seen, and occurs in the

NE

comer of the known distribution.




While looking at 3 runway being used by
mammals, we came acrom some digglngs
and the remains of some strange truffles.
Presumably the animal had found the
truffles. consumed the insides while leaving
the hard, shell-like exterior. We bagged up
these remains w0 seck further information,

Satah provided me with the contacts for
mycologist, Dr Teresa Lebel, President of
the Australasian  Mycological  Sociery,
who works ar the Natonal Herharium
of Victoria ar the Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne, Since | was about to trip off
to the mainland 10 see the wonders of SW
West Australia, and would have a couple of
days in Melboume, 1 made arrangements to
take my linde bag of rrutfle “shells™ o her
and see what 1 could find out abour them,

Dr Lebel was able o inform me that
my samples were commonly called “stone
truffles” in the genus Mephellia, with the
specics likely 1o be M. glesuca, This truffie-
like fungl group can be found below the
soll surface or under ltter. They can be
an important food for animals, especially
afier 4 fire. The ones we found had all been
dug up and were lying on the surface with
their interiors eaten beaving a hard exterlor
shell. She said that they most likely had a
fungal association with the Eucalypes at
the site (which were black pepperminty, £

ampdaling). She thought a likely suspecr

for the digging and eating the insides
might be a swamp st (Ressso ferenlia),

Steve Cronin decided to set up 4 camers
mip 10 try and photograph the animal
digging the truffles. He has now succeeded
in idendfying the culprit as a berong,

Bruce Fuhrers book, A ficld guide to
Awstralian fungi (2005), has a picrure
and  description  of Mespbellia  glauca
in the Basidiomycota section. Being
basddiomycota, they produce rtheir spores
on the microwopic cdubshaped cells
called basidia. These basidia can be on
gills, in pores or on the outer surface of the
fruiting body depending upon the genus.
A spore print is abuined by cutting a ripe
tuffle in half and putting it on paper

/ Lefe: Basidium (plural
hasidia) are the spore-

bearing wnactures of
baidiomycetes
(Deawing by K. Syme)

Mesophellia glawca is described by Fuhrer
as growing w 30 mm in diamerer, and
occurring in custers below the soil surface
where they are associaved with tree roots
The brictde outer layer is cemented with sand
grains and encases the spore-bearlng tisue
mass called the gleba, The firm Inner coee
has a strong gadic-like odour which attraces
small animals. After ingesting the spores
they are cartled 10 new arcay and deponited.
The spores can be found in their facces, and
presumably they would carry them also on
their fur.



Dr Lebel is always keen to get fresh
specimens of  cruffles. In collecting such
specimens, she specihes the more munature
ones are the best for her purposes. None
of the many Australian species of truffies
are known for dheir colinary qualities, and

sampling them could prove quite dangerous.

Right: The betrong was ‘caughe’ by # laser triggered

digital camera trap sex up by Steve Cronin
sasessssssesasssesenan

Steve has been using  cameras  for

1984, The
carly cameras he used were Smm movie

identifying  wildlife alnee
cameras tun by car batreries and trigpered
by pressure mats. [n the pass year or w0
commercial camerus have become available
at a reasonable peice. These new cameras

References:

have u wide range of funcrions making
them an casy and comprehensive ool o use
for moaitocing animal

For more on the use of the latest

rechnology for wildlife monitoring see ‘A
Sound idea’ p. 10,

Fuhres, B, (2005) A field guide to Australian Fungl. Blooming Books, Mcibourne
Drawings by Katrina Syme from: Bougher, N. & Syme, K. (1998) Fungt of scthern
Asatrafie, UWA Press, Nedlands. (Used with permisnsion)

Orchids in flower afrey the Bellingham fize

Abwe: Leprocreds menziess (hares zan)

Letr: Pyremviur migricans (Rire archid or red beaks)
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Reviscovemne Hibbertia rufa by Roy Skabo

One of my favourite places for botanising
(e, having a nice walk and looking 2
flowens) Is a wet buttongrass heath s few
kilometres west of The Gardens and abous
2 km emt of the Ansons Bay Rd, nordh of
St Helens. This wet buttongrass heathland is
part of the Doctoes Peak Forest Reserve.

It is rather like an archipelago with the
"sea” being the low-lying swampy areas and
" the “islands” being very low riscs covered in
dry sclerophyll woodland. The whole arca is
dissected by small crecks which drain into
cither the Ansom Bay River or the Georges
River.

My wife, Louise, and | first stopped
there about elght or nine years agn when
we noticed & wonderful display of white
paper daistes (Argemeipallium  dealbarum)
as we drove past. The area had been burnt
off perhaps 4 year before this visit and we
could wander around the arca quite casily,
marvelling at the vatied and abundant flora
which included a number of orchids, lilies,
sevenal pea-flower spocion and Drosent binata
in full flower slong the creck banks.

Since then we have boen back several times
per year and each time i is hardes 1o cross
the crecks because of the beavy regrowth
of woolly tea tree and acher shrubs, There
are still open arcas but they arc fewer and
Fuerther berween, Smaller plants struggle w
compere with the taller sedges and shruby,
0 the floral display Is dominated by the
shrubs., Seill, it is a very Interessing place to
visit and almost every time | go there | find
something | have not seen before. Because
It s wer, the owers last longer than they do
in other arcas and many of the specics are
not found in drier heaths,

On December 12008, during yet another
visit o the arca, | noticed a tiny-fowered
(lam diameter) prostrate Hibbdertia which |
could not put & name ro. Becaase 3 storm

4

was approaching, | wok s small sample and
4 GPS reading and did not bother with any
other details.

On retuming w Launceston | tried w
key our the Hibbertia, and found that the
only species 1o march my specimen was
the “exvinct” Hibbertia rufa (brown guinea
flower). Not quite believing my tentative
identification, | sent the specimen o Alex
Buchanan at the Tasmanian Herbarium and
swaited his verdice. Within 24 bours | had
an enuail from Alex saying that he thought
I was correct, By coincidence, however,
the oaly Tasmanian Herbarium record for
H. rufe (from the collection of Leonard
Rodway and daring from §892) was on loan
w the South Ausralian Herbarium where
Dr Hellmut Toelken is making & study of
Hibbertin species, including some found in
Tasmania. | sent Hellmut a specimen of my
plant and within a couple of days he emailed
thar he agreed with the identification too.

The next step was to register my find on
the Natural Values Adas, the Tawmanian
daabase for Information on all species
(flora and faana) which have been found in
Tasmania, Wichin a few bours | had an enail
from the Threarened Specien Unit in Hoban
{the custodians of the NVA) congratulating
me and alerting other intcrested poople
to the “resurrecthon” of the brown guines
flower.

Ower the next couple of weeks a number
of people mked 1o sec the brown guinea
fower. With their help we have found many
more planes and derermined that they are
growing in patches over an area of abour
tkn by a couple of hundred metres. This
sounds like a pretty healthy siruation, but
if it is the only population ity the state then
the plant is very much ar risk. Furthermore,
it is difficult to count populations of this
species because it suckens extemively and



what appeans to be 3 patch of several plants

may turmn out to be just the one plam
To find a species which had not beet soet

in Tasmania lor nearly 120 veans and wu

thought to be exrinee in this stute (alchoud
it occurs near the NSW/ Victoria border) has
been a huge plesure for me. I was also nice

to be the finst to photograph it in Tasmania

| wonder exactly where Leonard Roxdway

tound his specimen, which he annotated us

beitig it the Georges Bay arca, This was in
the days belore GPS and botanises ar than
time did not seem 1o worsy oo much abour
providing detalls tor the locations of thelr

-““Vll'l\.'](\

The area around the Bav of Fres and

Georges Bay contains a large number of

rare and threatened plant specics. The moss

notable of these is the Davies waxBower
Phebalivm daviesii) which grows only In
Tasmania, With only thiny or so plants in
the wild and all of these on the banks of the
Georges River, it must be one of the rarest
plants in the world {although it is casy 1o
propagate and grows wedl in the garden). |

am pleased 1o have added o the number of

these precious species known to exist in this
wonderhal part of Tasmania

brown

Bower reminds us of the need to protect our

I]n‘ .‘(li.wu\'rr\' ol (Ill‘ SuULneS

natural heritage do not have a complete
knowledge of what &s out-there and it would
be u grear shame i we lost something before
we even know it existed
Guinea Flower

Tasmania has fourteen species of guines
tame for membens

Howers, the common

the genus Hibbertie. They are cmy to
Idenrily as & group because all but one of the
Tasmanian species have five showy yellow
petals which are slighdy indemied ar the
rounded tps, Some species have large Rowers
ind make very good garden planes. They are
not 50 suitable for the vase as they lose their
petals quite readily. Many of the species are
very common and several of them, Including
1 number of rare species, grow in the Break O

Day municipaliry

Hibberria rufay common name comes from
the reddish-brown colour of its branches [rs
petals, though small, are similar o those of

other Tasmanian species

Wet heath habitat of A, rvfe (Mhoto

J. Skabo) lnses: Hibdertid rufls (Photo: R

$




LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In her response (Spring 2008) to my article
on value of pine plintations for native lirer
inverteheates (Winter 2008), Saruh Loyd
has taken liberties with both what | wiote
and what Lindenmayer and Hobbs (2007}
wrote, Here is Lloyd's texu
I have not condocted bird surveys in pine
plantations, but as Mesibov does not name
_ any species ocher than licter invertebrates,

1 doubt his asserrion that ‘they (pine
plantations) provide good.quality forest
habitat for many bink, mammals and
insects In an othcrwise open landscape.”
Quite the comrary, In the summary by
Lindenmayer and Hobbs (2007) cited by
Mesibov It ks stated that: "Particular sors of
verrebrates such as hollow-using birds and
arboreal marsuplals as well 4s nectivorous,
frugivorous, foliage-gleaning and canopy-
foeding bieds were found to be absent or
greatly reduced in abundance from radiata
pine plantations.™

In the quote from my article, Lloyd has

delered the introducrory clause. Here s the
full sentence:
“While pine plantations dont support the
diversity of wildlife found in native forest,
they provide good-qualicy forest habicac
for many birds, mammals and Issects in
otherwise open, farmed landscapes.”

Lloyds quote from Lindenmayer and
Hobbs Is also selective. Later in the same
chaprer Lindenmayer and Hobbs write:
“In summary, key outcomes of the work
undertaken on  the biota of conlfer
plantations §s that some sorts of species
are uncommon or absent from these areas
{eg the majority of species of arboreal
marsupial)). Neverthelew, while the biota
of conifer plantations is depauperate, these
areas are not “biclogical desern” because
they provide foraging habicar, nesting habitat
or both for a range of birds (Friend. 1982b;

4

Smith, 1982 Lindenmayer ¢ al., 2002a),
unall mammals (Suckiing and Heislers,
1978) and inverceheates (Neumann, 1978)."

It's unfortutate that Lloyd has allowed
her blases to get the betrer of her otherwise
sdmirable judgement us a writer and edivor.
Ifs also unfortunate char she favoun
wildly unrealistic strategy for blodiversicy
conservation:

“If the money invested in plantation
establishment was instead expended on
meaningful conservation activities such as
the rehabilication of ‘scrappy bush remnants’,
s Mesibov calls thems, the outcome for our
native ccosystems might Jook more

Leaving aside the imuc of why people
invest money, let me restare what | advocased

in my anicle. If you plant pines on deared
ground next o a resnnant, you will not only
get 3 financial benefir, you will also greatly
reduce the tisk of local extinction of litter
invertchrares in dhat remmant. These arc
posicive Ananclal and conservation outcomes
for land curcently carrying grass.

And in case Lloyd has forgotten, | remind
her that there is a very important difference
berween birds and  spore-bearing  fungi
on the onc hand, and litter inverrchrares
such as millipedes, snails and vedvet worms
on the other Birds and fungi are highly
moblle and can pick and choose habitats
acrom @ landscape. Forest and woodland
litter inverrebrares don’t have thar option,
In a fragmented landscape, they're stuck on
remnant islands surounded by uncrossable
barriess of pasture. They need all the help

they can get.
Dr Roberr Mestboy
Honoraty Research Assoclate
Queen Victaria Muscum & Are Gallery &
School of Zoology, University of Tasmania



EOITOR'S MEAPONIL:

| did not imend w miscepresent Dr
Mesibov, nor am 1 inwending 1o get into
clalms and counter claims about who
is quoting selecrively, Lindenmeyer and
Hobbs's journal s avazilable online and
people can make thelr own judgements.
(Lindensayer, DB, & Hobbs, R.J. 2007 hagpe//
wwrinke govan/rpoay AFT/RS- 128 pdf}

I will simply comment on several points
made in Mesiboy's Jetrer.

I am well aware thar birds are mobile
species. Bur they are nor as randomly
occurring as their high mobillyy might
suggest, Although 10 most people It may
scem thar they can “pick and choose habitats
across a landscape”, they don't. To survive
and breed most birds have very partcular
foraging and breeding  requirements,
Many are sedentary and spend thelr lives
in a parvicalar location; most (if noc all)
migratory specics rerurn to the same location
year after year. Take Dusky Woodswallows
and Seriated Pardalotes, for cxample.

Dusky Woodswallows are and
thus extremely mohile, The binds char breod
in Tasmandan spend winter on the Auseralian
mainland where they move in response (o
the uvailabilicy of food. They tetcumn to their
breeding sites in Tasmania in cady spring.
But they don't pick just any habitar. They
retum to exactly the same Jocation year after
year; that's if it hasn't been removed in the
inseeim.

Dusky Woodswallow numbers  have
decreased markedly in the last sevenal
decudes, Habitat destructlon (they have a
particular fondness for nessing in w0 called
‘degraded’ trees) and fragmentation and the
increase in invasive species are the likely
causes of their decline, as they are for many
other serrestrial birds in Tasmania, Auseralla,

indeed throughout the world.

Striated Pardalotes are sl fGithful w
3 particular breeding location. Soon after
atriving 2t Black Sugarloaf in 1988 1 shed
was buile. Striared Pardalotes started nesting
in the celling cavity (their nesting e
presumably having been cut down during
the forestry operations dhat preceded our
purchase of the land) and they or subsequent
generations have retumed o the some
ceiling caviry for the twenty years we have
been here.

As for fungi: my point about pine
plantations was not only that they are
depanperate in mative fungi but thar they
are 2 continuing source of ‘infection’ of
an intmduced species Amunita muscarise. |
have spoken m several mycologists about
Mesibov's suggestion to plant more pines.
Not  supeisingly they were  hortibad
that anyone could advocare not only the
planting of 3 non native species bur one
that is a constant source of re-invasion by
an extremely vigorous fungal weed.

Dr Mesibov is probubly right when he
sates that I'm being ‘wildly unsealistic’
to suggest that moncy lovested in pine
plantations should be spent on the
rehabilitation of ‘scrappy bush cemnants’,
Sadly, it would scem thar most investors
are more passionate about making moncy
than the restoration of the environment and
Governments scem reductant to find really
worthwhile projects,  Unfortunately most
people are blisfully unaware of the tragic
decline in biodivernsity (whether plancs,
millipedes, velver worms, snails or birds - 0
name but a few), the parlous starc of our
environment and its viral importance to the
long term future of humanity.

All native species need as much help as
they can get, but not to the detriment of
the whole bioea.



Coot CHICKS..

Crestent Honeyeszers

Eastern Spinehill Shining Bronze-cuckoo

fost yoang binds leave their nests before they are comperent Byers. ‘This leaves them valnemble 10
predation by snakes. cans or binds wach as Geey Shelkethrsbes. They wsuadly hide quiedy in dense
shrubbery and only emit soft chirping sounds when theit food-bearing parents approach.

Nestlings and receendy fedged passerines, cuckoos and woodpecken have beightly coloured oral langes
on both sides of their mouths, The youngsters’ gaping mouths are 2 highly visilde target thar aiamilave
the pazens binds to feed. The Hanges are equipped with senirive nerve codings that, when touched. spring
open 1o accepe parencil offering

In the case of Crescent Honeyesters, food may be cither regusgitated liquids or insects.




HAND OTHER SEAUTIES

Young cuckoos are miuch more vociferous than their passerine counterparty. This young Fan-tailed
Cuckoo cheeped repeatedly while walting for its Tasmanian Scrulvwren foster parent to bring food
Ihe Shining Beomzecuckoo (page §) was also demanding and, like the Fan-tatled, war rwice the size

of ity Tasmanian Tharbill surrogate parents

The November feld outing o Black  Sugardoal
was & memonable ccoadon. Insect ecologist, Dy Peter
McQuillan, shared with ws his exeensive knowledge and
we thank both Peter and his son, David, for increasing
out undersandiog of Tasntania's invenebrace funa

‘-\‘l‘ wore v witnes i a !:I_' ni "Hni'nilg { ‘ O'N' l,ll-‘!v

seen faley Lantemns Thviseia rodary

Thapssia reduseys

Macdeay's Swallowrall Conaplrizem
mackwyanym) can be trusratingly difhiculs 10
phovograph, They Burter high in the cimopy
of sassafras, the food plant of their farvae, or
only momentarily aligh to feed

The lnvece (right) war feeding on Riches
acerme duning & wockend stay at Iris Farm in

carly January 2009, Many thaaks 1o Perer Sima

and John Wilson far their kind hoapitaliny



A sound idea:

acoustic bird monitoring

The tropical rainforests of South America
have more bird species than anywhere clse
in the world. They are remore, cover vast
arcas and any one location may bave more
bird species than Tasmania’s entire bird
fauna, Not only do these factors make bird
monitoring difficule but there are very few
rescarchers with the necessary skills (Le. the
ability w0 identify birds by their calls) 1o

conduct meaningful surveys.

Ametican ornithologist, the late Theodore
(Ted) A. Parker 11 was a legend! He was able
to idenrify 4,000 wopical bird species by
their calls and, based on their vocalisation,
be discovered several species new o science
and recognised numerous species proviously
comidered subspecies. He pioncered the
use of wpe recorders to survey birds in
tropical foresss and concluded that not only
is acoustic monitoring 3 more cffective way
to monitor birds in some cises but that the
use of recording devices should be reguired
when surveying birds,

Tasmania doos not have the species
richness of wopical nainforests, nor does
ir cover a vast urea. Nevertheless, there are
difficulties in monitoring bied populations

here. There are relatively few people with
the necessary skills 1w monltor bush and
forest birds cffectively and goveenments
seemn refuctant (o fund monitoring projeces
If funding is reccived much of it goes on
travelling t0 and from the survey sites
In these days of rhaing petrol costs and a
growing awateness of catbon footprints,
making the most of the latest rechnology is
a way 1o overcome these difficulties,

A sound Mdea Is a project that uses the
lacest in digital sound recording devices 10
monitoring bush and forest birds These
devices {eg. Zoom H2) are 10 sound
recordists what compact digital cameras are
to home photographers. They are refatively
Inexpensive, small, robust and have good
quality inbuilt microphones, They require
very little rechnical expertise to operate.

With a network of willing panticipanes 1
have begun w compile an aural archive of
different habitats in Tasmania. Birdx, frogs,
crickets, cicadas and a very loud Tasmanian
Devil < amongst other things - have been
recorded thus far.

Anyone wanting to participate in the
project will receive by registered post the

10



Zoom H2 recorder and sheet of instructions
(Binds Tasmania has purchased 3 Zoom H2
recorders and rwo exrernal hard drives w0
store the sound flex.) The recorder should
be placed ounide away from mechanical

l(.g.

water and wind chimes and left o record

sounds mowery,  chainsawa), noksy

lor 20 minuces.

Formunately, lor people inrerested In
helping with dthe project but who have
an aversion to very early momings | have
decided, ufier Hsiening to several sound
fles, that the penk of the spring duwn
chorus (which starts ut around 0330 eistern
standard time) is not the bese time to tecord
for a number of reasons

Fintly, the simultancous
many different  bieds -
chons - means that differendating the

singing ol
e the dawn
species at a particularly rdch site can be
extremely difhicult. Secondly, the presence
of some birds, most nombly Siivereyes
and Blackbirds, exacerbates the problem

Silvercyes sing relentessly w dawn and

Silverewe

The endemic Yellow-throated Honeyeater

have a t(‘n-i(m’)' 1O mitare mh"t specics
Blackbirds can also dominate the dawn
singing and are alw accomplished mimics
With this in mind the recordings should be
done berween 0600 and 1000 depending

on prevailing weather conditiona.

Back at ‘the lab' (Le. my home at Black
Sugarloaf) | listen w the recordings, and
miake an andio CD and locality list for eaxch
participant

Acoustic has  several
advantages over conventional bird surveys

manitoring

Firstly, there is a permanent necoed of the
survey site. IF needs be the recording can
be listened to repeatedly; this s vahable if
there’s a quiet bird or one that only vocalises
once. Secondly, more than one person can
lissen to the recordings 1w verify speties
identification and thirdly there Is no nesd
for skilled observers o be in the field
Anyone cun be involved

Another advantage s that with no human

presenice the binds go about their wsual
activities undistiarhed
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be available to
who wants o do further studies on

Alrcady

| v fnl.ru, i inIeresnng m heas [' "o .!1

ANy

bird diszribution or vocalisations

of birds from different Jocations
Yellow-throated Honeyeater ar St Helers
for example, sounds quite different to thy
ane ar i'urmlu: :.’:« \'l:ii‘v of t{xi‘u!\ or
reglonal variations in somgy) & litde studied

i Auseralia, but is 2 gro

WIng arca of interest
overscis

Several trial rec V'-[I.’Ir:\ have been don
Blue Tier In

and ar Bagdad in the southern midlands

C

at the ortheast Tasmanta

Vocal species {eg. Grey Shiike-thrushes
and Golden Whistiers) can dominare the
recordings but bisds with
Black-faced

Beautthul Firetails are also detecred. Apant

guletes

SO

such as Cuckoo-shrikes and
. -

from some very distant sounds, the Zoom

H2 will record everything that we can bear

This is a really exciting new project that
has the porential o involve many people
keen to hind our what birds occt
bird

ndscate

e

area and o assist in
Alrcudy

montorng

several stories that this

project ix about much more than juse birds

When ewo women were moving the recorder

sway [rom dogs and mowers (0 a2 quicter
i

location they found a colony of the exquisite

Gunn’s tree orchid {Sercochileer  anetrniis)
growing on a blanketdeat (Be

untortunarely iust imvide the boundary of an

il )

srea destined for logging, Another woman
who apparently never gers our of bed belore
9 arm, has at last discovered thar dawn Is the
best time of the day — she was up 2t 6 am 10
place the recorder outside!

his project will result fn an aeral record
of Tasmaniss environment. Now that it
has started | lament the fact char it didn'

happen yeans ago. How wonderful it would

; :
Cann'’s teee orchid Sarcachitar @uarmalts

be (o have an aural recond of Tasmania

trom years, decades of even centurics ago

Unfortunately the technology was noe

ow that it &, let’s make the

avallable then, !
most of it!
Anyone wishing to panicipate plouse
114 i I b
contact Sarah Liovd

Phone: (03) 6396 1380

Email: sarahlloyd@iprimizs.com ay
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Winter Sojouny on Dear [stano, Keny Mamive Group, Bass Strarr by Allson Moore

Angus and | agreed to be the volunteer
carcrakens for wineer 2008 and suggested 1o
the Parks & Wildlife service thar we rebaild
the vegetable garden as our project over the
three months, With alacrity Parks agreed o

|

Angus’ comprehensively drawn plans and

w0 on June lst we few our of Launceston
Whiternark

laden with a brand new laprop,

and headed for (Flinders
Island)
actials o connect w the ounside world,
a sparse but praciical wardrobe and the
wetsuit,

L -

beld
guides, beandes and

cssentials

Cameras

sheepskin lined
decveless  jackens
(without which

we would noe have

survived!)

We were greeted
Wayne Dick,

the Ranger on

Flinden

who lelt

by

Island,
s “’”h
his wvehide shtcr
showing us 1o our
sccommodation
with the brict
itstruction, “Enjoy
the lskand, see you
romorrow and if the weather is good we will
be leaving for Deal Island around 1 1um”

The weather was brilllant the nexe day
pertect for my kind of 'sailing” — far dead
calm, like 3 mirror. After loading our gear
on board the Senir Lady we headed out
acroms a2 plasy bay, the only difference
berween our experience on One Tree Island,
on the Teopic of Capricorn, was the air
remperatuee, the cean, dear waters looked

very '.I.'llll.l!

Deal lsle loomed up out of the dissance,

abour 3 bours afier leaving Whitemark

Firt impressions were; "its quite big”
“cant wait to explore” and “thank goodness
we've arrived”, Angus s an "old sea dog”,
a merchant seaman since 15 years of age
and had visited Deal Isdand many tirmes as
Skipper of the M.V Blwehin (the Awstralian
Maritime College’s tralning vessel). 1 am
the original "landlobber” henoe my relief as

the calm conditions

Angus Moore on Deal [sland, Baw Serait

We were introduced o Dave and Mary,
the carctakers,
the all
workshop, water tank pumps, batteries

aursmn who showed us

ropes:  the Hnportant  Eeneraror,
house radiox, keys etc, and then it was time
for a BBQ down at the Jetry, a rraditdonal
first meal for the changeover of carcrakers
The night was glotiously bright and calm,
A possum jumped up onto the BBQ plate
and helped him/herself o & sausage and the
stars filled the sky — an excellent start for the

next 3 moaths,



The next day saw us facewelling Wayne,
Richard Koch, Jim Luddingron { it Lady),
Dave & Mary und then we drove "Herbie'
{our yellow 6 wheeler Cub Cader) back up
the road w our new home and thought, OK,
weather's grear, lec's explore.....and so we s
off to Garden Cove, a besuriful mamdy beach

on the north east of the istand and site of

A former pump station to bring freshwater
= 1o the Lighthouse superinrendent’s house,
which is now a Museum,

our fiest week, the wind was around 56kmh
(force 6/7) and bailding in these winds was
exceedingly trying ar times and required
u veey healthy sense of humour, On one
occasion | had my arms full of old fence
palings and was tramsporting them to the
fire pile when the wind caught one end and
twirled me around several wras of 3607 -
what can you do but Liugh and roar into the
wind - very good stress buster | find

The lighthouse swperinteadant’s house & now s museum open to the pubdic

Expecrations:

An adventure, hard wodk (building 3
vege garden after demolishing the old one
which had scen better days), new plants to
see and photograph, my firs “lighthouse”
iland, los of bushwalking, o bring 2
personal  profect to frultion and  enjoy
this wonderful opportanity, 4 "once in a
lifetime™ experience.

Surprises:

The ferocity and duration of the wind und
the continual noise in the house during these
stormmey was hard to beur, It was & very windy
winter and we experienced Gale Force 12
or hutricane winds (102-120 kmh) on two
to three occasions. Quite often. apart from

Good things to temember;

The opportunity to observe the wildlife at
close quarters — Cape Barren Geeso chicks
hatching, Benneet'’s wallabies with their pink
new botn joeys peeting out of the pouch,
seeing the Sea Eagle on bushwalks flying
above us, slmost accompanying us 2 we set
out on yer another track, traversing forested
gullics, full of ferns and small crecks, before
climbing anothee gende slope of granire, or
not %o gentle(]), o be delighted by the vista
unfolding before us of wild scas, Australasian
gannets and pacific gulls whedling and diving
for fish and steep cliffs covered in bonsied
coastal ground covers and shrubs, amazed at
the tenuous hold on life they have on these



Cape Barren Geese with newty harched chicks

wild idands. Warching sunsets of course,
through the swashway, looking through
to the mainland of Oz, and the oudine of
Wilson's Promontory.

The of
sheltering from the fierce storms in Murray

oCcurrence visitors:  fishermen
Passage of wcked Into Wese Cove of Erich
Island; the AMC vessel, Bluefin, called in
twice with relicved students who were happy
1o get off the boar and have a quick guided
wur of the museum or Barn Hill before
revarning to the ship and their marine

studles. A yach called In from Eden for

the night and invited us
to join them lor dinner
onboard — a night out! It
wils great, someone clee’s
cooking, fine wine and
gl“"d Cilmpdn\'

The best thmes on the
island were sctting out
for o bushwalk, pack
filled with tasty cheeses
fruit and cake and the
obligatory theemos  of
PEppeETIIRInG tea, cameras
hanging off our belts o ensute thar quick
photo could be raken and coming back at
the end of the day; tired, happy and with a
full photo cand of inages of orchids, birds,
plangs, views 1o tansfer o the computer
that night

L would encounige anvone who is thinking
about being a volunreer on 2 remote island
to do ir, wials and tribulations excepting
it was @ fantmtic experience which we will
remember 3 long time after our retuen o

‘civilisagion’,

Le Jandin fins
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Looking noeth from Ded Island to the Aastrallan mainland and the outdine of

Wilson's Promontory, Photograph: Alison Moore
cesscinssssssessasatessesas

In eardy December members of the Central North Fleld Naturalises gathered ar Weegena
for the annual general mecting, The president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer were
re-elocted unopposed. Many thanks to John and Lynn Hayward for hosting us ar thele
beautiful property

Members and non members are invited to submis articles and photographs for Inclusion
in the newsletter, The articles should be submitted electronically as unformatted word
documents and preferably less chan 1,000 words, Langer articles are consldered,

CNFN membership Is due in March, A subscription form is included with this edition
of “The Natural News”. Prompt payment s appreciated.

We wish all members and friends a wonderful and fulfilling 2009

CNIN CONTACTS:

PREALTYY Jien Nelwa 68 Chymans Bridge 04, Weegena 734 1% (031 6368 1513 nlotarstanic.octes

PR AL Liss Clahsen N Andres PMlacz, Riverside 7250 Pl 003) 6527 2945 Klouus bizpeaulneral

pcartany: Roo Negorcia 999 Digsssans R, Deralee, 7303 T'he (00) 659 1380 _inesioomageskea.id.an
. RLS op lJowd ! Daeni Rd B U sl erion " Ay



