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VEGETATION O
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by Nick Firagerald

Last summer | was fortunate o spend
two weeks on the remote south-west coast
north of the Spero River, This region is
rarely visited on account of the solation
and difficulty of access, although traces
of the modern world are apparent in cthe
(legal ATV (All Terrain Vehicle) wracks in
the northern part and the countless rubbish
wushied ashore from boats.

[he trip was something of a working
holiday, with the purpose of removing
weeds from this remore wilderness coastline.
An Envirofund grant and suppost from the
local Parks and Wildlife Service provided
the boat, floar plane and belicopter
transpory for several groups of volunteer
beach-weeders, cach tackling a differens

section of the southwest coast.

Samddy beaches, oxternive dunes and
brackish lagoons are Interspersed with sea
cliffs, rogged headlands and cobble beaches,
The coastal vegetation, including wetlands,
contains a large diversity of edible plants
which are often abundant, for example
glasswort Sercecormin guingueflons, watct
ribbons  Triglochin procerwm and  native
pigface Carpobrotus rossii.

The major sand-binding species on
the primary dunes are native piglace and

pale biddy-biddy Actena palllle, with
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Tiny imectivorous sundew Drwiers grpmuses

Apars from very Isolated wands of swamp
gum Fucalypruy ovatsie, other cucalype apecics
appear to be absent from the lowlands
berween Port Daveyand Macquarie Harbour
The dampest and maost shelterad coastal
forest patches support a scrubby rinforess
of cdery-top pine Plyllockds aplenitfolina,
manuka Leptospermmum roperivm, dogwood
J/‘fhuld.
Bilectmum nxadum and,

Pomaderris fishbone  waterfern
somerimes, native

)
latised Anopterse glamdlos

Like many coastal aseas, scrub |s the

dominant yogetation ype ll)i! Ulir\

from tall tea-tree scrub with open sedgey
] A

understorey  to  almost-impenctrable low
thickets of coastad shrubs such s white

corres Correa albu

Two very common shrubs, the doscly
relared  seaspray pinkberry  Lepeeraphylla
and pinkberry L

abietina common

junipering, grow in close proximity to
each other but rarely occur together. This
apparent exatnple of ‘niche partitioning’
likely reflects differences In competitive
ability,. Comsidering thar L abfeting
appears to be the mose salt-tolerant woody
plant on the coast it scems able o survive
where other shrubs cannoe, but ar the
expetise of competitive ability in less harsh
cuvironments. Lepeecoplylla abieting forms
bow dense bushes in the spray zone, while its
larger cousin grows slightly further inland
and can reach remarkable heights on the
southwest coast compared o elsewhere

~ around 12 metres in shedtered sites
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Rounded shirubs of seapray pinkberry Leprecoplonile abletine amongst cosstal grasses on rocky coast
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GROW MORE GORSE?

by Sarah Lloyd

[Editor’s nove: Aricles published in The
Natural News do not necessarily reflect
the views of our members. | seldom get
feedback about the newsletter but Plans
More Pine? by Bob Mesibov (The Natural
News Autumn 2008) dicited a Hurry of
comuments, This s my response.]

In 1995 the Royal Australasien
Omithologists Union (now Birds Auseralia)
initiated the Birds on Farms projoct, The
project simed to derermine the success of
revegetation programs in beinging  bieds
back into rural arcas, 1o asess the value
of remnant bush on farms and 1o identify
species likely 10 be adversely affocred by
farming practices.

From 1995 - 1998 | surveyed three farms
in the Meander Valley area. One was a sheep
and carde grazing property near Carrlck
where | established ewo survey slres:

Site one was within a 32 boecuare
remnant. The dominant cucalype was black
peppermint Ewcalyptus ampypdaling with 3
mid-layer of silver watde Aawie declbara
prickly box Bursaria epimons and native cherry
Exocarpas cupreniformis. Although - gorse
Ulex: esrapacus was the main component of
the undetscorey, there was alwo a varicty of
native shrubs, herbs and grasses,

During the course of the two year project |
recorded sedearary insectivorous birds such
w Golden Whistlers, Grey Shrike-thrushes,
Scarler Robins, Yellow-rumped Thoenbills,
Grey Fantails and Spotted Pardalotes and
migratory species  Incdluding  Fan-tailed
Cuckoos, Striated Pardalotes, Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrikes and Dusky Woodswallows.
Numerous Superb Falry-wrens and Brown
Thornbills were observed using the gorse for
nesting and/or shelter and on one occasion

u Sllvereye was scen foraging on the gorse

Noisy Miners, Australian Magpies, Eastern
Roscllas and Common Starlings,

In 2006 I was asked to write a case study
for the gorse best practice manual so |
revisited both sites in January of that year,

The spread of gore made it impossible
to access my study area ac site 1. However,
after several hours of observing and listening
from the edge of the bush remnant it was
clear that all the species that | had recorded
during the Birds on Farms project were
present.

A grant from Greening Australia had
enabled the landowner to fence Site 2 since
the Initlal surveys, However there had been
virtually no regeneration of the understorey
and Noisy Miners still dominated the site.
Ausiralian Magpies, Eastern Roscllas and
Grey Burcherbinds were also present,

Between the two study sites there s an
extensive area of unfenced bush with a thick
goowe understorey. This provides suirable
habicat for the same range of insectivorous
birds as seen ar site one. Nolsy Miners,
which shun arcas with dense undenstorey,
do not occur here,

Nolsy Miners Mansring melanscepbala
are native honeyeaters that live colonially

in family groups. They prefer open country
with scartered eucalypos or areas of bush
with lirtle or no understorey and they have
been favoured by management regimes
that involve the dearing and fragmentacion
of the bwh and/or buming and grazing
that climinates the understorey. They

b



Noixy Miner

aggressively exclude other birds from their

territory. The birds that can 1oderate their

goressive advances and are  predicrably
found in their company indude lurger

species:  Grey  Butcherbieds,  Australian
Maggpies, Eastern  Rosclla, Laughing
Kookaburras and Forest Ravens

Noisyv Mincrs are unlike most other

bush birds in that they are generalist rather
than specialist feeders. They forage on the
ground, crunks, branches and in the canopy,
In } birds

contrast, the exclude
usually smaller species such as fairy-wrens,

they are

thornbills, pardalotes and imsectivorous
hotseycaters that have more specialied
feeding niches; they consume mumerous
imvertcheates that i lefr unchecked can
cause the defoliation and declining health
of trees. Noc only do Noisy Miners colonise
degraded farmdand but they cause furthes
ol

excluding these insectivorous birds

deteriomation in the healds troes Iy

ol

Size 1 haa a diversity of bird species with

Despite a4 serlous  infestation RO

ground, mid layer and canopy loragers
present, Gome provides progecrive covering
from predaton and foraging opportunities
tor smaller birds such as Brown Thombills
Superb Fairyewrens and Stlvereyes. How
long this remains the case is difficule 10
determine. The area stlll has some native
undermorey of prickly box, native cherty,
".t.'l!u llld

native heath Epacris improvw

grasses, However, without an amempe 10
stop its spread gone may eventually outgrow
and smother these planos and the bird Fauna

may sulfer as 3 resule

By contrast Site two has no significant
It

habitat for birds other than the langer

understorey. provides lietle sultable

ARPrCBIVE spocics Like »0 many arcas in
castern Australla, fragrented bush without
understorey soon becomes dominated by
Noisy Minen and several associated specics
ind there Is 3 concomitant deterioration In
the health of cucalyprs. There Is no donbs
thut gonse displaces matlve plant species
however, ar the bush near Carrick It s not
yet so rampatst that it has had 3 detelmental
cffect on the bind fauma, Furthermare, it
scenss that the presence of amy understotey,
whether native or gorse, rencders an area
urrtractive to Nodsy Miners, In ecologically
degraded arcas dominated by Noisy Minets,
clearing gorse by mechanical means rather

than poisoning and leaving v atw may
¥ |

exacerbate the Noisy Miner problem,

It

activities in Tasmania to base any remedial

scemns  typical  of  Landcare-type
revegeration work on cither the presence of
s dominant cucalype species or threarened
plunts. Rarely, If cver, Is 2 comprehensive
fauma survey condocred belore careying
out weed contral or removal, Hence, ut the

properry near Carrick, o degraded arca that



supports very few bird species was deemnsed
worthy of inancial expenditare while goese-
Infested remumant bush with a diverse hird
fatensa has been allowed ro deteriotate further.
Long Polnt on the case coast, purchased
by the Tamanian Land Conscrvancy, a
group one would bope would have 2 more
enlightened  appeoach,  has  conducred
similar gorse enadication work without 4
comprehensive faunas survey, | conducted o
bird survey at Long Point and found that
in the absence of native undenstorey gooe is
providing valuable habicat for birds,

So far it may seem thar I'm agrecing with
Bob Mesibov’s provocative articde  Plems
more Pinest (The Namural News, Wineer
2008) by suating thar gorse, like pines Pinw
raadiaza, has some ecologicl value. In some
sltuations it does have some value but I'm
cerainly not advocating  growing more
of lt. Gorse, like pines (and shining gum
Ewoalypews nivens), i a vigorous weed that
should be climinated, albseir slowly and
carcfully, from the landscape.

| have not conducted bird surveys in
pine plntations, bur ax Mesiboy  does
not mame any specles other than the liver

Scarker Robin

invertebeates, I doubr his ssseetion thas ‘they
(pine plantgons) provide good-quality
forest habitar for many binds, mammals
and insects in an otherwise npen landscape.’
Quite the contrary. I the summary by
Lindenmayer and Hobbe (2007) cited by
Mesibov le Is stated than

Perticular trts of vertebmates rnch as bollor-
wiing bivds und arboreal manupiak a well @
nectivoress, frugiverons, foliage-gleaning and
ctnepy-feeding binds were found to be absent
wr grearly reduced in abundance from radiata
pine plantations.

Furthermore  the research cied i
Lindenmayer and  Hobbs’s sepont was
conducted in Vicroria and New South
Wiales. Tasmanias aviliuna b depauperate
compared to those of mainland saten.
{Tasmania has about 409 of the species of
equivalent arcas in Victoria) OF the 6 bird
specics that were found In pine plantations,
only three (Goldens Whistler, Grey Fantail
and Scarlet Robin) occur in Tasmania.

Any monocultuse (whether of pines or
cucalypes) I a simplified ecosyseem without
the sructural complexity that supporn
a range of species, As stated in Mesibov’s
article, one of the rewmom  dhat
pines do support a diversity of litter
invereheates is  because ‘predatons
such @ lyrebirds” (and in Tavmanis
Tasmanian Scrubwrers &  Bassian
Thrush) avoid such areas.

The occurrence of birds (and other
fauna) in an area Is closely correlated
with the wsructuml  complexity
(Le. layers) of wegetation, Dense
understorey and  rotting logs and
litter are essential for many forest
birdx for feeding, nesting, shelter and
mosting  sites. Midstorey  shrubs,
small trees and canopy foliage also
provide nesting sites and foraging
oppormunities for ditferent bird guilda.



Golden Whistler
Endemic species induding Yellow-throated
and Strong-billed Honeycaters are cdosely

associated with  cucalypts  where  they

forage on the shedding bark on trunks and

branches; Black-headed Honcyeaten forage
on eucalypt follage. Pardalotes, one of the
maost specialised feeders in cucalypr foreses,
forage on psyllid Insects
and an asociared exudate
called lerp that are found

on the leaves of cucalypts

Despite  the growing
swarchess of  the  vinal

functons
L
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ot their
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nutrient  reovelen)
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Fly agaric Anuwite muncaria in the Tarkioe rsnfoees

My surveys of the fungi growing in
the cucalypt forest 31 Black Sugarloal
2I0)

have so far documented over

species - and thar Includes only the
named macro fungl. Plae planmgions

do

fungal diversity. They do have some

in Ausiralia not sipport such
highly desirable edible (Ewropean)
varictics auch as saffron milk cp
Lactarius deliciome and slippery jack
Suillny lutews but the other species
thae live in association with pines arc
weedy and unwelcome. For example
poisan pic Hebeloma  crusruliforme
Ia an Introduced polsonous species;

mycorrhizal species Introduced Inw

aganc Amarita muscarid s a4

Australia because pine plantanions

falled o Hourish without cheir

fungal parmers, This vigorous fungal

4

woea !

i now known to be invading
soirthern beoch Novdwfupo torests of

As
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Tasmania, Victoria and New Zaaland
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WILH any invasve

shining gums} it is disrupeing ccological
processes, A puoceria is displacing native

fungi. {Lebel 2006)




The landscape of Tasmania is changing at
an accelerating and alarming rate. Native
bush is being converted 10 monocultures
of shining gum and farmlind s being
whjected to management regimes thar are
having & derdimental impact on native flora
and fauna. In some arcas the incenalfication
of agriculture sees the loss of small remnant
patchesofnative vegetation or single paddock
trees that are cleared to accommodate pivot
irrigators and all that they entail (chemical
fertilizers and pesticides). Where land &
deemed unuitable for agricultuce, bush
remnants and paddock trees are removed
and covered with plantations of pines and
cucalypts.

For those of us passionate sbour the
maintenance and regencration of vegetation
communities and  the  conscrvation
of blodiversity for s own sake, this
exploitation of the land bs 3 tagedy. If the
money Invested In plantation establishment
was imtead expended on  meaningful
conservation  activides  sach  a  the
rehabilitation of ‘scrappy bush remnane’,
as Mesibov clls them, the outrcome for
our native ccosysterns might look more
hopeful, These ‘scrappy bush remnane’
are becoming incremingly Important as
refuges for a range of native species and w
advacate the planting of ‘a gift’ of 'a new
pine plantation next door’ risks thele further
detcrioration. Wildlings (i.c. pine scedlings)
fram plantations are knawn in some cases to
eventually overwhelm eucalypes and shade
oat much of the understorey.

Pinns radiate and Ulex ewropaens are
vigorous species thar invade native forests.
thus contributing o the degradation of
NALIVE CCOXYRCITIA.

I would never advocate planting more
gone or noc controlling the spread of this
persistent weed. My paper 'Gane as babitas
for birds; a cawe yrudy from Tasmania® was not

included In the gome best practice manal.
| can only conclude that the committes
deliberating the contents of the manual was
not prepared to accepe that goose can have
any value. It can - but that does not mean
we should not make a concered effort o
get tid of it and all ocher invasive weeds,

espectally monoculture plantations of pines
and shining gams
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MORE ON WEEDS
Cobbler’s pegs Bidders pilimsa

by Sarah Lloyd
During a tecent trip o Queensland’
sandstone belt, Ron and 1 spent some
time at Lonesome Natlonal Park st the
wouthern end of the Arcadia Valley, case of
Carnarvon Gorge. The area was formerly a
cattle property and despire being declared
o Natiogal Park In 1972 to preserve i
scientific and aesthetic values, catde are suill

aglsted there; Nolsy Miners dominare.

Most of the park is inaccessible so |
explored the camping arca,
When in =

eaviranment it is difficult 10 know jum

completely  foreign
which species are native and which ase
introduced and weedy,

Cobbler's pegs Bidens pulosa, 1 lases
found out, is an introduced species that is
spreading like wildfire in New South Wiles
andd Queensand.

Ith no wonder ity spreading fast. Like
other members of the Asterscoae family,

Cobbler’s pegs with maanciy #y

Cobbler's pegy Hideres pilose

(thiatles, ragworr etc) it seeds prolibcally,
Just brushing against the plant results in a
covering of sceds.

Maybe if I'd known its weedy status
| would have ignored it or regarded it
with prejudice. But there was something
abour
close inspecrion of its sced heads, called

photogenic the plans and on

spder awain prey



pitchforks’ for obwious reasons, |
found un assortment of dead insecrs
including a mantis fly, several moths
and a headless grasshopper. At least
four different spocies of spider, very
much alive, were lying in wait for this
quarry.

[ty 2 relatively short period of time
a mini-ecosystem has evolved around
this introduced specien.

Cabbler's pegs with moth

VOLUNTEERS NEQUINED FOM PLATYIUS SURVEY
oy Josh Griffiths DPI'W

The plarypus b one of the most unique
and widely recognised animals in the world
Despite being widespread in Tavouanks it s
subject 10 a oumber of potentinl threars
including degradation of freshwater systems
due to adverse land-use pracrices and alrered
flow regimes. illegal nering, pollutants, and the
fungal disease, mucormycosis.

Theze is currently no wide-spread monitoring
of platypus  populations in  Tasmania.
Monitoring is necded 1 determine the impace of these threars and to provide baseline data
for assessing any furure impacts. The Platypus Pantneeship Program ar DPIW is exploring
methods and options for extablishing 3 rigorous state-wide platypus moniroring program
using observations by community groups and the general public

To determine the feasibility of such 4 survey we need 1o conducr a pilor study o tess our
methods and we are looking for volunteers to assist with observations, Briefly, the piloc
srudy would involve establishing a number of surveillance polnts ac water bodies around the
state where placypus are known to occur. Volunteers ar each polnt will sie quietly observing
the river, lake, or stream for an hour prior 1o sunset in order o record the presence or
shsence of plarypus. Observations ar the same location teed to be repeated on five nighes,
spread over a two week period. The survey is likedy to be conducred in October when
weather and day length are suitable. The exact locations and extent of the sutvey will be
dependent on the number of volunteers available.

If you would like to be involved or would like further information, please register your
interest, Conract derails:

Josh Griffichs  Email: josh griffiths@dpiw.tas. govay

Ph: 6233 7811
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FROTOUNRAPMS ROM FIELD TRIF TO POINT SORELL BY SARAH 1A0YD

Crastose lichen

Casemonh Chenia ap. on Mekelenca Whire-froneed Chaes with food Sor nestiings

kot ONFN members Rod McQueen, Peter Sims, David Leicestor & Ron Nagoecka
CONIN CONTACTS:
rannneery Jise Neluns 68 Dyrane Bridge Bl Weogena 7304 1% (8)) 6560 1513 nlestciamic o
srcnrrary: Ron Nag serante W, PNierales, 7308 Pl (000 GY96 1580  ondvunumagoncidilay

tanasssen & borrese Sanals Ehepd 999 Diennsass R, Nieralee, 7308 grbberd ipritnuacon i
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