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THE, WIELANGTA DECISION ~ WHERE YO NOw?
by Jim Nelson
Senator Bob Browns federal court case
1o hale logging in the Wiclangta fotest
because of inadequate protection for three
threatened species has been succenful. The
summary by Justice ]. Marshall reads in past
s follows “The Federal Court has found
that the forestry operations and proposed
forcatry operations of Forestry Tasmania
in the Wiclangts area are likely 10 have
3 significant impact oo all three species,
having regard to theis endangered status and
all other threats to them, The Court has abwo
found that the Regional Foress Agreement
('RFA) between the Commonwealth and
the State of Tasmania is an "RFA’ within the
wermy of the Regiomal Forest Agreemenn: Act
2002 (Cxh) ('RFA Act’), However, the Court
has found that Forestry Taxmania does not
have an exemprion from relevant provisions
of the EPBC Acx by virrue of exemption
provisions ln s 38 of that Acr and 5 6(4) of
the RFA Acx. This is because the Court has
formed the view that the relevam forestry
operations will be, and have been, carried
out otherwise than in accordance with the
RFA."
Thix important decision probably means
ane of two things: either Forestry Tasmania
(FT) will now have to stare taking theeatened
species serioualy, or the



EPBC Acx will have to be altered by the
tederal governmens o give exemptions 1o
FT under the Regional Foress Agreement
(RFA). FT wsoems confdent enough ro
contitue with theit pormal practices at the
moment, and therefore leaves insedf open to
further challenges under the EPBC Act over
threatened species issues. Liberal Senaroc
Eric Abetz favours changing the law o give
* FT exempdons from threatened species.
Les'’s hope that it doesn’t happen.

The decision for the case can be viewed at
www.fedcourr.govau and is worth a read.
The decixion scems
well agued and
hard 1o challenge,
so i will be
Interesting 1o see if
FT decides to risk
rking the <o
further ot simply
try to change the
law, What scems
mast unlikely
Is that they will
finally seatt 1o take
threatened species
seriousdy, and
begin 10 change
their logging practices to ensure the survival
and recovery of the threatened species found

in oar foresex.

Members of the Central North Fidld
Nats working with threstened  species
issucs have Jong been frustrated by the
lack of proper protection not only within
Forestry operations, but also ar the local
level where Councils view development as
over-riding threatened species issues. In a
communication with a person within the
state government, | have been wld thar
threatened species officens “can only work
within the limintons of the Tasmanian

e

Threatened Species Protoction Acx (TSPA),
which has the core intent of protecting the
viability of specics as 3 whole, not every last
individusl specimen of a species.” When
there is a decision to be made as 10 whether
# development permic will be issued, “the
Act requires thae social and economic costs
are balanced against this requisement™.
Apparently the Threatened Species Unic
feels bound wo adhere 1o balancing economic
pressures with theesrened species under the
TSP Acr. However, when the specles s
listed under the EPBC Acx, | cannoe sec
where what | refer to
n Taimaniat precend
threstened species
legislation needs 1o be
taken into account.

The EPBC Act should
be soen a8 3 device “for
restoring  populations
of threatened species
so thar they ooase
to be threatened”
acording to  Justice
Marshall.  He points
out that “Sccton
32)(e)() sayw ir all
when It stresses the
promotion of the recovery (1ny emphasis)
of threatened species.”

The approach to threatened specics in
Tasmtania has been scen as one of not
warrying about every single individual of a
listed threatened species, or even every single
colony when it comes o development. So
why i the approach completely different
when it comes to dealing with an individual
who might ke, kill or in other ways
intentbonally Interfere with a theearened
species? Then apparendy the full weight of
the law can be brought to bear because the
restrictions cussed by “development”



do not come into play. IF you think this is
a bit schizophrenic, consider the vigorous
protection of feral species such a4 deer and
wout by government depattmcnes. These
unimals  obviously bring in money, and
therefore are a sacred us devdlopment,

What has occurred with threatened species
in Tasmania within forestry operations
well as at the local Council level is their
activities have openly caused cumulative
diminishment, That is, threatened species
have been subjected 10 decline through 4
policy of myopic malfeasance that keeps
chipping (oops!) away a few individuals ar
u tme. It is of the utmost importance that
species are listed under the EPBC Ace, and
not just the Tasmanian Act if you are looking
for the possibilicy of grearer protection from
the Wiclangta decision.

While the stated objective of listing
threatened species Is ro bring them Into
recovery, the actual actions of the agency
responsible can result in inevitable dedine.
The Wiclangea decision has the porential
to change this sbysmal course, bur it will
veey much depend on whether the Fedenl
Government  succumbs 1o pressure o
change the EPBC Act. | guess they could
always wse the Tasmanian Theeatened
Species Procection Act as 4 model of how
10 sound like you ate protecting species
without really dolng so.

[Photox: Wedge-tailed Eagle and Simsons
Stag Beetle, two species currently listed on
Tastnaniay TSPA.|

NOTES FEOM A ROADSIDE NATURALIST 2

by Paul Hydes
On the mormning of our Nutbush departure,
driving et towards Porr  Augusta,

altbush strerched w0 the northern horizon
apparently covered in sheens of tissuc paper
as if blown from a nearby tip. Rather
than being an eyssore, the reality was one
of the visual highlights of the trip as early
moming dew had revealed thousands of
spider webs suspended between the bushies
as if millions of micro fairy lights were in
operation.  Ocher insect life en route was
also evident in the form of termite mounds
of all shapes, sizes and colours depending
on the rermite species and soil type
concerned,  However, two other notable
insect structures were seen (n the southern
half of the Seuart Highway. Many trees and
stirubs, notably Mulga (Acacie anesn) and
Ironwood (Acscia eszrephiolata) were loaded
with the woven homes of the Bag Modh
of Procession Caterpillar  (Orehrogaster
comeraria), The hairs from these critters are
potent leritass and therefore best avoided,
the second common nume describing the
way these caterpillars move.

Having  seen Wreath  Lechenaultias
(Lechemanitia macrantha) in WA on a
previows trip e was a sutprise (o see similar
sructures on bare soil rdgex beside the
highway noeth of Alice Springs.  About
3cm across, what looks like 2 giant fibrous
Lifesaver sweet was not a plant but the
work of Mulga ant (Polyrbechur macropus)
bullding a levee wall before approaching
rain, We never found a ‘work in progress’
but most of the fibees and small twigs have 2
remarkably consistent radial alignment. The
other insec highlighe of dhe erip was found
on the coastal cliffs around Elliston on the
Eyre Peninsular. Graders used to form the
dirr road had formed bunds of



sand and limestone fragments at each side,
Closer inspection of the lump bits revealed
several regular lozenge shaped ones, 60mm
long and 35mm diamcrer, often with a hole
on the side at one end. Gende tpping
on a nearhy rock resulied in a loose filling
draining out to leave 4 hollow core « the
net result resembling Durch Clogs, the local
name for these specimens.  They are the
* fossilised remainy of cocoons belonging
the weevll Leptapiows diuponrii, which fod on
the local acactas 40000+ years ago.

Road kills and anendant scavengers are all
wo frequent on the Porr Augusta — Alice
Springsstresch and In small secrors elsewhere
en route, notably Sandstone o Kalgoordie.
Fortunately the generally dry conditions
rewlted in foew ightings of mobile
macropods so Auseralian Bustards, domestic
stock and the odd donkey and borse were
the main live hazards to navigation, While
road kills give good viewing opportunities
for cagles, kites and one immaculate Black
breasted Buzzard, Wedge wils can often
only be awoided by carly braking and
driving st crawling speed around the carcass
if the Wedgic cant/won’t fly. Given thelt
weight, gorged on roud kill and preferring
1o take off into the wind, these jumbo fets
of the bird wodd take an age 10 ger going
and obviously aren't always successful, We
counted 14 dead Wedgics between Pore
Augusta and Allce Springs on the west side
of the highway alone and doubrless missed
many more. While abundant food supplies

In arid condidomn It might ke several
months for an eagle carcase o become
unrecognisable s thete Is no way of
knowing what time period relates to the 14
corpses above but two were obwiously fresh

kills, Pare of the problem Is thar carcases
are often only dragged off the road onto the
hard shoulder 10 a5 not be impede traffic.
However, a Wadgie in aake-off mode is sl
ar risk unles carcases are dragged several
metres away into the bush. Stopping safely
(and legally) to do this is not always possible,
especially when towing a crailes, but a pair
of waterproof heavy duty gloves in a plastic
bag under the driver’s seat minimises the
time required to play Good Samaritan. You
obviously can't do them all o | was more
sclective as the trip went on, only moving
corpses where eagles were around,  limit of
four 2 day and definitely resolved o leave
any dead donkey aficr one almost proved
too much for me. While it bs obwiowly a

bit gruesome, inspecting road kills can have
ios upside. One turned out to be a feral cat,
sadly alongside an owl, bur the most cutious
was a case of mistaken identity. A pre-dusk
drive on the mads around Douglas Duly
made us familiar with the local Beahmin
and Angus cartle so whar Jooked 1w be @
pacticuladly messy Fricsian road kill was
obviously unusual. As we drified dowly
up 10 the scene of the crime, the "Friesian’
turned Into a mixed flock of 50 Red tailed
Black and Sulphur Crested Cockatoos all
belly down an the rarmac, We subsequently
found other birds doing this (Crested
Pigeons) but ar thar latinade it scems odd
that binds would need to warm themselves
thisway. Given it had been 30°C during the
day, the bitumen binder In the tarmac could
will have a volarile component, enough
give the binds ectoparasites 4 hard time
perhaps?
Descriptive geology on a trip like this could
warrant a book in its own right and would
be beyond me anyway but some uspects arc
worthy of comment.

{Continued on page 9)



SUMMEN OBSERVATIONS:

Velver worms and pumped-up insects
by Sarah Lloyd
The dry conditions had well and truly sec in
before the CNFN outing to Reedy Marsh in
December. Nevertheless, there were plenty
of leeches in an area of open grassfand and
many small herbaccous plants were still In
fower.

Once we reached the area of dry sclerophyll
forest one member  (Wade
Clarkson) who spends a grear deal of rime
scarching in the bark und leaf liter for
millipedes, found not one but two velver
worms giving us the opportunity to cosely
discuss some of their bizarre mating habits.

Virver Womnes

Velver worms are considered by some

0 be an cvoludonary “missing
link” an they have Ffeamures of boch annelid
worms  (beeches and  earthworms)  and
arthropods (“jointed-limbed” inverichrates
e.g, crustaceans, arachnids & insects).
They wsually live in moist forested arcas
with abundanc leaf litrer and roring logs
where they feed on inverteheates such a
worms and lnseces, capruring their prey by
squirting glue from tutrets located on cither
side of their heads.

Velver worms  have varioms  wayps  of
reproducing. Some lay thick-shelled cpgs
in which the young develop ounide the
mother’s body. Some are barn live sfter

ing in thin-shelled eggs which hatch
inside the mother, yer others are born live
maocher’s placenta (like humany).
Fertilization of cggs i jus as varied with
cach group of wvelvet worm employing
different mechods:

Males of some specics have orsamented

entry to the sperm which swim in her body
cavity unul they reach their destination,
cither (usually) the ovary, where the eggs are
fertilized or into the sperm storage organs,
where sperm can be stored for yeaes,

References:
Harvey, M.S. munm Wovemr to Witspe,

OToole, C. (Ed) (2002) The New Encyclopedia of
Insecer and Their Alltec Ondford Universiey Pres.
Onxdoed.

Sunnocks, B & Tale, N, Tales of the Uexpected.
In Nesor Awsrmalia, Winter 2001 Australisn
Musersin Trust, Sydney.

SPDERS AND STABILIMENTA
During the December walk we also
ohserved many spidens’ webs suspended in
the vegetation. This prompeing the curious
w enquite about the zigrag threads that
adocn same webs,

Some spiders consume thelr webs daring
the day, reconstructing them at night for
capturing nocturnal imecrs. Many doar,
however, and some of the spiders that
capture day Hying inseces incorporate bands
of zigeay threads known as stabilimenta into
their webs,

The name suggests thar sabilimenta
function to smbilise the webs, but the
removal of these threads withour the web
collapsing indicaces that this &s not the case.
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A suggestion thar  stabilimene e
wltraviolet fight and thus anracr Inseces
which mistake the webs for Howers (some of
which also emit wltraviolet light) and become
entangled, scems plausible, However, rathet
than attracting lnsects, experiments have
shown that thelr conspicuous nature may
deter binds from flying into the webs and
becoming covered in sticky threads, The
spider avoids the time consuming task of

rebutlding it snare

In his ook For Love of lnsecrs, Thomas
Eisner describes his experiments to establish
just why some apiders incorporate these
very visible threads. Wich an omithologiss
colleague he adorns webs with strips of
paper, wually in the form of an X (similas
1o the St Andrew’s Cross spicers)

Before dawn (before the time when birds are
acrive) both adoened and unadorned webs
remained undamaged. By 8.00am 30% of
the unmarked webs were gone and by noon
all but 5% had been destroyed. 60% of the
marked webn weee stifl intact ut noon

Further evidence thar stabilimenta acr 23

visual deterrents comses from Guam whers
spiders now incorporase stabilimenca less
The

there of the

37(!['11"“:) HRIOCTUILIE it llllllﬁflllll

Australian Brown Snake has
il bue wiped our the wland’s foren birds
and spiders po longer need such 4 warning
wystem

Het: Edsner, |

Univesity Py, Massachuseres

2003) Far fove of Jaseen, Harvand

A DANDELION DILEMMA
“‘.".h‘L
Sugarloaf is osually fuwsh and prodoctive
Not  this

cxceptionally dry wpelng (with the hitherto

The wvegerable ganden here ar

it carly January year. [he
reliable strearn already down to a late

toickie)

dry and our planned absenice during peak
i L

Febeuary predicted  prodonged
production In April saw lewer vegetables
planced and a large pant of the garden leh
w seeding plans and Bowering dandelions
i"a‘l’“ my |l\-ll: l'"’l'(!! L l'll:l'l' "'C ")[']l
well clipped (ro ensure it actually resembles
uther

a warden) were thwarned because of

commitments.  Furmhermore, the alght

of many invertchoes  including  several
butterfly species foraging on the "weeds”
and a news item abour the lmspact of the
drought on Tesmanias Buns mude me
think wice abour giving the garden i

regudar manicure

All productive gardens in bush sestings
must be securely fenced 1o prevent possums
snd wallabies caring the vegetables - and the
Becuuse ol
non native plants outsde the fonced arcas

have been chewed so thoroughly thar Bowers

weeds the drought tlative and

for nectar and pollen cuters are virtually
non existant. [n my vegetable garden many
bees and at lease three different species of
butterfly, two skippers and the Australian
Painted Lady, have been feeding on the
dandddions and numerous other insects have

been feeding an seeding vegetbles



The Donnyss Skipper (Heperille
donmysz) scems o have a1 favourite
landing site either on the garden
fence or on a native iris just osside
the \ugcuh:l patch .‘nghri From
this vantage point it futters to the

garden to forage on the Howers

Below: The Auscralian Painted Lady
(Vitmessa ershaurd) also forages on
the dandclion Howers, opening
and closing iy wings depending on

whether in's in full sun or shade

Lefu The Tasmanica Skipper (Sarmu
parmanicd was recorded ar  Black
Sugarloaf for the hrst teme this year

This record probably reflecs a rebuctance
on my part to caprure Aying insects (For
fcar of humi:ng !}‘-('l!l' .th HI:. llxa.it‘-;u)h'
butterfly identification skills rather than

it previous abserice

The acquisiton of a digital camera with
telephoto lens has meant char amall
animals can be photographed withour
heing dissurbed, The animals depicted in
the downloaded photos can be identified
with relative ease with the aid of ficld
guides.




A CASE OF MISTAKEN [DENTITY

The January beld outing to Birralee fllowed a day und night of geotly soaking rain, Wade

once sgain searching for millipedes, approached the group with cupped hands exclaiming
“even bemer than a velver worm!”  An exquisite, newly emerged insece was duly carried
home w be photographed by which time s wings had expanded fully

Thesight ofissgrasping or raprocial forelegs
(L. rapere to seize) lead to an immediare
mividentification Subsequently  we
besrnt thar the insect was not 2 praying
mantis, but 2 manty fly (Mantispidac)
in the order Neuroprers, which includes
oewings and andions.

Adult mantis flies are active predstors
Their larvae, depending on the species
are parasitic either on the ege sacs of
spiders or the barvae of social wasps.
(Zborownki, I' & Scoecy, K (1995 A
Field Guide to insectr in Awsralis, Reed

Mdibourme)
EMPERON RENYALED

Those who left while we were s2ill examining the harvestrman and burrowing crayhish
[ Emgreens .'Ju.'l';",!'uruul in the swamp missed the specracular aight of 3 newly emerging
Emperor Moth (Opadiphthers belens) (below)

When an adult moth fine emerges from its pupal case itx body @ soft and pliable and it
wings are crumpled sacy, fe will usually cdimb on 1o an objece thar allows irs wings to hang
free from its body. Pulsating organs in its thorax and normal circulation of blood causes
blood o be pumped into the Raccid wing veins, Eventually the wings expand Rdly and theie
membranes rapidly harden enabling the insect 1o hold it wings in the normal position for
that species. (Commuon: LEB, (1990) Matk of Australia, Melbourne Unleerity Pross)




(Continued from page 4)

Many of the big rock formations were less
than impressive when compared 1 some
Tasmanian landforme, notable exceprions
being the East Bungle Bungles and also
the Devils Marbles north of Wyclitfe
Wells. The laer are the most graphic
lustration of frost shattering 1 have ever
seen with the original muld metre diameter
spheres deaved as neady as you would cut 2
pumpkin with 2 heavy blade. Dusk is the
best time foe viewing the Marbles which are
surrounded by low grasses and some bad »
fringe of blue lotama petraes Rowers at their
base.

Several mincrals were also evident from
the car even discounting the big pies at
Newman and Kalgoodlic. On the Moon
Plain ouwmide Coober Pedy, fragments of
thick sheet gypsum lsy around a pile of
perrified wood s we drove across o the
Breakaways, # visually stunning aresy of
brightly coloured weathered rock outcrops,
Side trips st Gem Tree abso ok us near the
only vermiculite prodocer in Australia, the
turn off marked effectively by 4 pile of mica
rich boulders. Our goal at Gem Tree wis
a couple of days fossicking for garnets and
zircons, The term “gamet” actually refers to
a group of minerals with # range of chemical
compositions, usually sluminosilicazes but
In two cases the aluminium is replaced with
iron or chromium. Gem grade colours vary
accordingly from yellow through green o
red and purple but as we only knew of the
red ones ar the time we could have dhrown
some yellow and green ones on the dross
heap inignorance. Finding sircons (ZeSIO
gzircopium sllicate) i harder but more
interesting as their high specific gravity (4.7)
means they are undernearh 3 mass of other
minerals so we sieved out several hundred

kgs of bright green apatite (1 complex

calcium phosphate) and magnetite (Fe,O,
iron oxide). The latter wus in the form
of large glassy lumps very different from
the microcrysralline  Brockman  hemarice
{Fe,O ) ar Mt Whalehack outside Newman
but at least that minimised the dust. The
hematites run at 68.8% lron whereas the
Goethite limonite (hydrated iron oxide) ar
Newman is 61% {ron. The latter is formed
by oxidation of iron sulphide and hay a
much lower density, it's yellow colour being
familiar to anyone wing ochre pigments
Like the gatnets, zircons come in # range of
to brown, the name apparently derived from
a Persian word “golden colour”,
Elsewhere In WA, minetal sands are mined
for zircon as a source of the clement which ix
used in applications as diverse as magnesium
alloys, refractorics, glazes and deodorants
Scanniog roadside vegeration, usually on
the left hand side only is necessary 1o avoid
collision with local wildlife and on long
sectares is an aid ro concentration, provided
the seering wheel emprarion o rubber
neck i avoided.  Frequenr rest stops ar
imprompen and official sices then allows
dloser inspection of the long paddock Bora.
Leaving Port Augusta in mid-May, very
few of the Senna and Acacla shrubs were In
Bower bur the odd Cratolaria cumminghamil
provided some welcome relief to kilomerres
of low mallee scrub, Further north, even a
blade of grass would have come In handy as
we cromed the Gibber plains so the presence
af white Cypress Pine (Callitris glawcoplylla)
and Desert Ouks (Allocamaring dectimenna)
near the NT border provided 2 useful vertical
perspective. The mature Desert Ouks have &
conventional branch seructure as their long
ap roots give sccess o water in the strats
below bur the juvenile trees are effectively
stunted at 3-4m in heighe with



few if any branches evident. They look like
masses of giane loofahy dotted acroms the
dunes (Loofah ‘Aesh brushes' are actually
the seed pods from Luffa segpypriaca).
Around Alice Springs variows grevilleas
and hakess weee in flower with the Holly
Grevilles (G, wickhoms) along  wetter
roadside all the way north, Our fiest mulla
 mulla (Prilorss exalesrns) was also found
#t Alice and we subsequently identified
another 4 of the 40 or s Prilotus species
as our journcy progressed. Swathes of
White Indigo {(/ndigafene lemcotricha) wese
found in some of the gorges around Alice
while various bush tomaro planes (Seleanum
ellipticum) provided some welcome colour
on the verges.

North of Dunmara we  encountered
hundreds of kilometres of road lined with
Tudey Bush (Calptrix cotipulesa), any
foliage on which was loat In the mas of
pink-purple flowers. While using botanical
names Is 2 bit of & pain, especially when the
taxonomisty change your favourites (exit
Bauhinis, enter Lysiphyllum) the value was
illustrated ax we journeyed south in WA on
roads lined with Common Turkey Bush
= ity thix case Eremaplrile letrobeii. Trees in
Kakadu were notable for their horizontal
habit, a relic of Cyclone Monica, On the
Arshem Land Plateau most of them have
been flattened apparcodly, while az Jablru
20% were bt grading to zero 100km
further west.  The gaps in the trec canopy
will presumably pose new challenges for
invasive weed matagement while the high
fuel load on the forest floor will pose some

the other major roadside colour addition
in the NT but who needs colour when you
an marvel at the endless tunk variations
of Boab trees (Ademonia gregoril) especially

around Kununurea and  up  towards
Wyndham. This arca was also notable for
the Cockroach Bush (Semna motahilis) and
the statice like Red Kimberly Evetlasting
(Polycarpea longifiora).

Heading inland from Port Hedland 1o
Newnan gave us access to Karajini National
Park ~ one of the two botanic highlighes of
the trip — and our best displays of roadside
Seurt Desert Pea (the rese acea noeth of Auskd
moadhouse).  Further south we were too
carly/far west for the majoe everlusting type
wildflower displays bur & few white Pom
Pom heads (Cephalipterum drummondii)
were our and there was a mass flowering of
pink Schoenia cassiniana along part of the
Mt Magner-Sandstone road.

The aullee country within 3 200km radius
of Kalgooric Is a tree lover's paradine
with specracular variations in bark colour
from white through yellow and green w a
glorious copper. The eucalypts concerned,
such as the Salmon gum (£ selmonphioia)
and Gimlews (E selobrir and campaspe)
uppear to be the ultimare ‘bronzed aussiey’
and arc displayed to perfection in Kartkurls
Park ar Kalgooriie and the Helm Arboretum
outside Esperance where more than one
trunk was given 4 furrive hug,

Cape Le Grande National Park cawt of
Esperance was another botanic highlight,
aided by stunning coastal scenery and more
than made up for the relative sterility of
the Nullabor Plain. However one rest stop
on the plain had the bonus acmacrion of
a cdose eychall view of @ Ground Cuckoo
Shrike, peeviously only presumed 1o be the
bird flying across my line of vision on the
Lake Argyle road. Time and again, bieds
‘appeared’ when we stopped; proof positive
that drivees should do it more often.



Boox Review ny Jise Neison

The Silenr Cicada & Other Natural Sounds
A collection of natural history stories

By Sarah Lloyd

Sarah Lloyd ventured into self publishing
with this linde gem of 3 book which is 2
collection of some of ber natural history
writings. Since its arrival in August 2006,
she has produced two more books going

from suength w srengeh. Boch of those
books have been abour the natural history
of specific places, namely Quamby Biuff
and the Blue Tier. The Silent Cicada is in
A5 formar while the other two ase in A4

The AS format of The Silent Cicada sults
its intinate nature of a collection of Sarah's
natural history writings and

Maost are articles which fine appeared In
publications such the CNFN's Naural
News, and the newsleteees of other groups
w which she bdongs. An introductory
section “Life on Black scIves
give the reader an insight o the sources of
her inspirations, and sets the rone for the
intimate way she is able to deliver the storles
from a personad point of view,

The fact thar she calls them nagural history
‘stoties’ gives you some immediate clue that
there is more 1o be expecred than simply dry
facts and obscrvations. What |s delivered Is
Sarah herself in full Bight, with rales from
her experiences Howing upon you like a
gentle breeze, both rd'rdung and mood
changing. There are wonderful observations,
always delivered with a super keen eye (and
car) and joyful enchusiasm.

You can learn mose natural history from this
book, and have more fun doing so than any
other publication [ can think of chis side of
David Awenborough. Like Arcenborough,
Sarah can pull you lnro things you didn't
even know were interesting. She is on a

journey to uncover the delights of the
marural wordd around her, and we have the
privilege of sharing some of her discoveries
and passion. May you also find Ir as | did
~ an infectious delight. N

[The Silent Cicada Is awailable from Sarah
{contact details page 1) or from Fullers
boakstore. |
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A NEW CNFN LIBRARY BOOK  Jim Nelwon

On 22 of January, T mer with 29 membery
of the Queensand Reld Naruralists Club ac
the site of a habitat area for the endungered
burrowing crayfish (Engaeens gramulatus),
where 1 gave them a ralk on the species
and Ity peoblems, Then we moved to the
Lillico Beach Penguin Plarform where |
gave 4 talk on the communiry effort thar
went into establishing the Lillico Beach as a
sustainable penguin viewing ares, followed
by 2 talk on the natural history of the linle
penguin. Todd Walsh then atrived afier a
tea break, and brought along a glant crayfish
(Astacopsis gouldi) and gave a tlk on s
natural history and conservation problems.
They were grateful for the Information
we delivered, and concermed over Tassic's
conservation problesms,

They presented our group with a book called
Selected Nature Notes from QNC News
(1957-2004), which contains observations
divided into 10 sections on mammals,
birds, amphibians and repriles, plants, fungi
exc. with the 10® section on "‘Other’. It can
be borrowed from our libeary, which i
currently housed ac my place.
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Natural Bridge, south-east Queensland

Forays. 1aiks and workshops covanng @ wide range of tapics
Beginnars o Advanced welcoms

Pleasa visil lungimap rbg vic gov. au for huthar detais

Fungrmag inc. Prowate Bag 2000 Soun Tame Vi 301
P (0 RE2 T4 Fox QDR YT Bmel Srpmipeg #C o

Following the success of our pamphler “Leave Jogs for frogs” and requests for more coples
from wvarious osganisations, the CNFN successfully applied 1o The Norman Wertenhall
Foandation for 2 small grant o cover the cost of
reprinting. We now have plenty in stock

I anyone would like to assise with i diseribution
or know of 4 school or organisation that may find
Ir usciul, please contact Sarah.




