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Walks Program (sce insert for more details)
December did  Reedy Macsh

Nedl Hoffmann's property, 450 Larcombe's
Road, Roedy Marsh, Meet a1 10.00 wm.

Plants and ants at Birralee
A walk up the truck 1o Sarnh and Ron's
place. Meet at the bottom of the track at
10,00 am.

January 28th  Penguin Shelf tide pools
N.B. The date of a smable low nde dicrates
the nming of the annual visht 10 Pengumn
Shelf 10 check out the tide poals.

Walk starts ar LOO pom.

This outing will replace the usual first
Sunday walk in February.
March Jrd & 4th  Federation Weekend

The ONFN b hostiog 2 weckend of activities
More deesils in the sext bullean.

Leichhardt's Grasshopper
By Helen Jones

Last Febeuary T speat two weeks travelling m
Kakadu National Park in the company of a
small “Go Bush™ group.

One of the objects of the mp was 1o find
populanons of the boghdy coloured bur
clusive gras t Petusida e that
was observed by Ludwig Leichhardt on his
1844-5 expediton from Morcton Bay 10
Porr Esmngton, We located the preferred
food plant of this grasshopper at vanous
tmes but no grasshoppee We weee montly
looking just before a min shower and
pechaps they hude when it ruans.

A late aftemnoon tp 10 4 swimming hole
aear the upper edge of the escarpment took
us mto some quite thick scrub and there they
were — Leschbardt's Goashoppers — just as
Lechhandt had descnbed them, They ase
endemc to the sandstone escarpment us are
the Pitvrodss shrubs (Piyrada jemess) on
which they were feeding when we found
them.

In the dry weather the eggs of Lewchhardr's
Grasthopper  hatch  after being  dormant
dunng the wet season. The young aymphe
chmb oato their host plant, the aromarte
Pityrodaa Bush, and by the tme the next wet
scason arnves they have progressed through
their vanous growth stages then moalt into

Special colour centrefold




thesr adult colours of bock red, blue and
black. Then the adults begm mating and the
PrOCESs STAItS A2Ak.

It » thought that these boghthy coloured
mnsects, which 2te so obvious from a
dstance, are 10xic to would be predatars us
they do not seem 10 have uny enemmses. They
occur in Jow numbers and form sporadic
colomes throughout the stone country. It 1
bebeved fire may be the major facror in
* bminng their occurtence.

When home | did a bar of research mro when
and where Leichbardt came across these
grasshoppers. | teacked down a copy of
“Ludwig Leichhardt Joumal of un Oveddand
Expedition m Australis from Moreton Bay
to Port Esingron 1844457 on the Tntemer.
I also found » paragnaph m “Grasshopper
Country™ by David Rents suggesting that a
paper by Calaby and Key would give some
interesting history of its early discovery, 70
vear sbsence, sabsequont redmcovery and
identification of its host plant .

I spent ages reading Leschhardts Journal
Eventually | came across one sentence, dated
November 17, 1545 -

“Wihilst an this expedition, we abserved a groat
wanvler of pracchoppers of & bright brick colowr
dotted with biwe: the postersor part of the corvelet
and the wings werr hiwe; it was pwo inches lony,
and its antennar three quarters of an inch. "

Next | scquited 4 copy of the puper wotien
by Calaby and Key tithed "Rediscovery of the
Spectacular Grasshopper Prtasidie sphippigern”
in the Joumal of the Australun
Entomological Society in 1973,

According 1o this paper, the fust specimen
was collected by the punser of the HMS.
Beagle dunng 3 1837 1843 survey
expedition which travelled 260 kms along
the Victona River, Northem Termtory.

The second spocimen was tecorded 1845
when Leichhardr's expedinon was on the
o above the South Allgator River
N.T. looking for a way down into the forest
2od A third was recorded in
1835-6 and snother was menniooed in 1904
s being 0 the Mascum d"Hissolee Narurelle
in Geneva,

Then thete was u gap of sbout 70 years antl
JHCalaby found a single in the
genersl vianity' of the South Allgator River
NT.
The discovery was followed by many others
and the next puzzle was to find the
down to the sheubs Pryrodia and Dampicra.
Ar noted before Pityrodia 0 endemic o
Ambem Land, Dampiers is not but o found
m Keep River National Park a5 s
Letchhardt’s Grasshopper.
Beferences
Ludvag Leschhandt Journal of an Ovesland
Expedinon i Australia from Moreton Bay
10 Port Essingron 1844 - 45
Stanley Breedon and Belinda Wright -
Looking sfree the Country the Gagudiu
Way" 201,
Calaby and Key 1973 “Rediscovery of the
Grasshopper Petanida sphipp
WHITE™, Joumnal of the Avstralian
Entomological Society 12. 161-164.

Reatz David “Grasshopper Country™
CSTRO/UUNSW Press

Brock John “Natve Plants of Northern
Awstralia"1988,

Morrs lan “Kakada Natonal Pack
Auserabis™ 1996,

See Centreefold for Helen's beautiful

photograph of the baghtly coloured
Leichhandt's Grasshopper.



Hard Rock
By Ron Nagorcka

Not long after Sarah and 1 moved 10 Black
Sugadloal, we came across g specially
designed rock-splitting sledge hammer 2
hardware store. While my immediate vison
wuoflllthoucimguofhudhbomm
photos of prison camps tn Amenca, | also
surmased that this obpecr might be the yery
thing to ussist in the crestion of a smoother
track 10 our new propenty. Those who have
visitod us will no doubt be grinning broadly -
this was obviously not my most successful
enterpnse. Indeed, 1 made only ooe attempt
to split the rock on our track. Exther the
Bamanes ssmply bounced off violendy jarmng
my hands, or chips of rock flew dangerously
luther snd thither and the rescltant sharp
edges on the rock looked conmdenbly more
baznrdous to car tyres thun before, 1 decided
me! The sledpe-bamumer has been useful, but
it has split no rock snce!

This was not oar only unsuccessful purchase
however. Equally useless 1o our sinmnbon
was the wee compass we picked up at
Allgoods in order to stop getting lost i the
conuderable aress of bush that surrounded
us, and that we were determined to explore,
Tt tuens our thut oue Brele moustan bad vety
strange magnetic properties (see below) - we
had 1o use other means w0 find our way
home.

We had encountered Dolerite, the sock that
has been koown = “curse of Tasmania™,
Swce then Sarah and 1 have don¢ many
things with this rock < the bouse has dolente
walls, the garden beds are edged with i,
there are steps of doletise, loots of dolerte,
mmovable lage bits of it reman m the
centre of Sarsh's studio and the buthroom. It
holds down bits of roof and stops the teailer
rolling awxy. Recently 1 have cven made
musc with it - its hardness and quabities of
fracture are wuch that thin peeces of it nog
lowdly when hir. So | have recorded it and

tumed those noging sounds W0 an
clectronic nstrument,

“Ihe Bock whach makes Taansania™

This amicle m ¢ combmaton of my own
observations of dolente and  mformation
from the most authonmnve book on the
subject with the sbove nde by Tasmanian
geologst David Leaman, who has spent a
lifenme explorng the natuce of this rock for
which be has a passionate affection. It is o
personal, somewhar idioayncratic book - 4
strange  mixture of personal  accounts,
soence, and the demobton of previous
mucooceptons. It could have been s great
deal more teadable with betier editing and
the employment of a good Husrator
However I'd recommend it haghly to anvone
intesested in leaming about dolenise - it 1 full
of fsscmnng information and the index
very comprehensive and helpful

{There & also 3 fscnanog chaprer ("Up
from below™ page 105) which discusses Prof
SW, Carey’s theory that the earth has
expanded markedly since the |umssic and
that the oceans have only appeared 10 that
time. This s not as coney as you mught think.
For instance “no part of any ocean is older
than Jumssc”, and it does provade a credible
theary ax to how the continents dnfled
apart. Bur | digress )

Whatus doleore?

“Dolente 15 an igneous rock (meaniag it has
cooled und  ceysuallized from  high
temperature  magma) which s whally
crystalline and whose mineral crystals ase ke
than | - 2 mm across or long... The rock
muy Jook Ike a dark lava (basale) but &t has
s unususl texture (ophitic) in whach well
formed feldspar crystals ase suerounded by a
fater formed crystal mush of pyroxene and
trace yminerals. The rock crystallized at 2
moderate depth below the surface (500 1o
3000 metres, hence “hypabyssal™) m masses
of hnated sire which were mected (intruded)
mto pre-cxisting rocks.” (Leaman, page 13)



When it was first descnbed in Ewtope, it was
dificult 10 descabe s constitvents and the
greck and latin roots of the name mean
“deceptive” or “decestful”,

Dolenite appedrs on the earth’s surface only
well after the intrusive event, due to farther

uplifting activity and us the lavens above it
are weathered away.

Where does it occuc
.\lont'aumiomoldolw'tcamnndduwndd
are semall There are large ones in Antarciics

and South Afoca, but Tasmanta bas the
honour of contuming the lasgest aress of
exposed, accessible dolente m the word. It
does not occur on manliod Australin While
thete are  outcropy  of  Precambrian
(750malbon years BP) doleme in northwess
Tasmants, and some Devonmn (350mallon
years 6P} i the northeast, the vast bulk of 1t
- from Black Sugarloaf 10 Ben Lomond,
Queamnby Blutt and the Great Westem Thers,
Cradle Mountain, Mt Wellington snd many
other wonderful places - i Jurmaic (175
milbon years BP). Tt gives the istand a specual
lnk 1o this ez of great deama in the great
southerm continent of Goodwana, Ar this
ume Tosmams way st the ceate of

important global goings-on ax Gondwana
began to aplt apart. The crust of the carth
thmned and magma swelled up from below.
Hydeology

One of the mun sttrachions of the block of
land we bought was the presenco of o
permanent spring - and this despite the fact
that we were only 100 metres from the top
of & small mountain. It was maybe just as
well that we &d not know that histoncally
dolerite has been known us & dey rock as it s
hard and vimally impervious 10 water.
However it turns out that dolerite can store
water quite well 1o ity many joints und

ure a few springs and many souk areas with u

och growth of samp  and  scented
paperbark (Mebadu eriifiiie & M, Mn)
und Swamp Gum (Ewclopins esti),
w-mnhlemthnemhhghmqhm
provade habutat for populstions of 2
burrowang coayfish Exgaews dijestion and E
wallgparing, Even i our recent dey summers,
our spring has not stoppod trickling. (But
with global warming upon us who knowy if
this will continue?)

Magnens properics

Botanist Robert Brown found dolente to be
magnetic m 1804, und Chades Darwin
commented on it dusng  his  visit o
Taemams i 1836, A compass needle will
offen fluctuate wildly i ity presence us we
found to our dismay. Leaman explams (page
101} how through & complicated process in
the cooling of the rock from magma,
secthons of dolente become a permanent
magnet, and retain @ magoctic memory. The
explanation of these complex processes in
Leaman's book sre well worth the read. One
thing the magnetic propemties of dolesite
makes veally clear o that a1 the tme of
trstrusion Tasmania was very chose the south
pole.

Dolerise a5 habi
meuukam(pl.ﬂ)thn)nk
jamper aom & sCOTpOns ¢ like
dolente, They cerminly aren’t the only
beneficianes of wich landscape! Our
dolente provides perfect habetat for many
teptides (Al 3 Tasmanian snakes, skinks,
blotched bluctongues and  mountam
dragons), frogs, ants, millipedes, snails, and
of course beetles etc. Dolente dug from the
garden or cheared from tracks w piled sroand
the place ready for vatious building projects.
Such piles of rock are shaded and reram
quite 3 lot of motsture through the summer,
50 it 15 often difficult 1o bang oneself 1o use
it because of the cesulting  habita
destruction!



Bulldog ant (Myoweais sp.), endenic land saasl 1 itgvbawty Lowper and Mountam
Dragon (below) on dolente at Black Sugatloaf

Dolerite s hard, inscrutable,
unpredicable i its structure. You never
konow where 1t maght rum up - especially if
you are mining coal. Tt o difficalr to dall,
shape or quany. To goote s government
report from 1937;

and

. in the central plateau and the higher
porbons of the State ol the ovedying
sodimentanes have been denuded sway and
the diabase [te dolente] furms the surface. It
destroyed the coal measures and uself »
barren of all muneral wealth and use, excepe
as roud metal It s so dense and hard tha
the soil washes sway as mapadly as the rock
decays. It 1s Tasmana's cunse.”

Well, T can confirm that it i 2 good building
matenal und easy o form walls from without
beng cut or split. And the sod in our garden
has produced o great deal of food « especally
brasmcax. It may have been hared by minens
and bureaucrirs, but broccoli seems 1o like
it! Potter Nal Hoffmann (@ CNEN
member ) has melted o mto has recent work.
It has its pood postars

In short, dolegite s & fascinanng sspect of
Tuamanta which s a2 place of generlly
comples geology and has produced some
highly regarded peological scholars. This
article has mercly sceatched 1t's surface - and
at Leaman pomnts out there 14 a great deal
more 10 know about this enigmane part of
our landscape.

Refi: Leaman, D). (3002 The rock which
makes Tasmanta. Leaman Geophysics,
Hobart




Leftt Leichhardt’s  grasshoppes  was
descabed by Ludwig Leschhards

Wbt on thy oxpedition, we ebrerned o
greas smer of graciboppery of @ bright bovk
b datted with blae: the pocenior part of
the correles and the wangs were e, it wis tow
iwcbes keng, amd s antranae thee quarters of
an imch, "

(Photo by Helen Jones)

Right: This moth appeared on the roof of the
bowse duning & windy day at Black Sugarloaf
recently, The patterming and colour of the
moth matched almost perfectly the lichen
encrusted grey pusnted roof. (S Lloyd)

Left Pavibds (famaly Heespiera) are mapsucking
maccts that are abundant on s number of plant
species, especially  cocalypes. The insecs exude 3
sweet sugary substance that hardens 1o provide them »
protective covenng known as lerp, Because lerp are
nch m catbohydrte they provide high enemgy food
for & range of forest bards, particulardy pardalotes, but
also thombills and honeyoarers (5. Lloyd)

Helow lefr: Ar Black Sugarloaf an ant Pedrisi bevacentha adopts 4 cunous defensive posture
while 9 nest mate (below egh) laps up spidt marmalade (not on dolente) (S Llowd)




Notes from a roadside naturalist
By Paul Hyda

sightings of fauna and flos. Rather than
regurgitate & list of species/ locations/ dates
the notes below focus on what can be seen
from u velucle and 2 selechon of some of the
more unumal observations, parmculady a

overaght stops.

The dry winter throughour South Australiv/
Western Awtralia and parts of the Northem
Territory haghlighted the importance of
water for bards and although we managed o
fined 290 species, they were generally few and
far between. Fost cycloae Momca, which it
Ambem land in Apnl 2006, many waterbirds
wm.ppumdymtm:dmxhofthc
Gulf region, denudmg Kakadu wetlands,
while the cyclones in the notth west of WA
resulted i fooding of the Ord River

dams sourh east of Darwine A localised
‘shower’ of 10cm of ran n late Apad around
Gem Tree NE of Abce had flooded the local
creek and sumulated fowess and  shtubs
which attrscted bards.  This was the only
spot where we found groves of the pasicl
blue emu bush Erspbide cheitopderr
sddion 10 Pred Honeyeaters and Crmson
Chats.

In and areas, seasonal or otherwise, the edsct

paddocks around overmight stops at Spear
Creek, 25km east, and Nuthush Seation,
40k west of Port August respectively, An
eatly moming smll at Spear Creek netted

White-browed Babbler plus  the only
sightmgs on the whole wmp of Redihrosts.
This uncommon scrubwren fits the Pirecy
Field Guide descnption o o "T7, “shy,
dissppears hopping mowe hke om0 cover”
and & most ponceshble i fight for the
fanned white npped tail as it nips belund yet
another bush. Semulardy ar Nutbush searching
the trecless roadside before dusk revealed 20
wpecies including one of the few Banded
hywug-fonbcmpmdndn«mgpmo(
Chirruping Wedgelalls,. The dawn/dusk
ponciple held throughout the top but dunng
the heat of the day there was 2 notable
excepnon at the Douglas Daly Caravan Park
west of Pine Creek.  Hete, a mixmre of
pasture, bumt grassy woodlind and the
npanan zoue along the Duly River resulted
n 50 species of bands being found in a few
hours. One field of view from binoculan
Aest revealed s Rambow Prtta followed by
Axure Kingfisher and then a Black Birtern as
the focus was adjusted deepet into the reed
While Broome is acknowledped as the wader
capital of the country, it & quier dunng the
carly winter months before the mflux of
spring migrants  from the northern
hemispbere. Certanly the overwmtenag
flocks of waders represent only about 1% of
the summer pesk number and the range of
species 1 reduced. However, excellear views
were had m lare June of over 20 species m
ncely concentrated flocks cose 10 the
observatory, ncloding pood numbers of
Terek Sandpipers and 2 few  Asian
Dowitchers — the latter impossible for me 1o
distinguish i @ sea of godwits The ares s
aso home' © some classic mangrove
species such as Red-beaded Homeyearer,
Broad billed Flycatcher, Dusky Genygone
and White beeasted Whistler.
Many bird species had obviously sdapted 1o
man-made strucrares/ facilines, using them
s convement pesches, nest sites or eelatively



‘safe’ weas with u good food supply.
Woodswallows and raptors were using fence
posts, wires and power bnes for peeches
aloag the Seuart Highway, the species of
Woodmallow changing from Dusky in the
south 10 White-breasted i the north with
the Black-faced geoenlly evident north of
Cooper Pedy.

Caravan Parks peovided bower wres for
several Great Bowerbinds, notably one near
our tent st Fitzray Crossing, They ure & pest
at bars st Daly Waters and Mataranks Hot
Springs, takmg anything white 1o adom their
bower in contrast 10 the blue prefeered by
their East Coast Satin relative.  Sevenl
casvan parks abo  had mndcnl Stone
Curlews — vowbly ar [abiru where they
mﬁmmmmmw
whoty) for wake up calle wt 2am.  Zebm
Finches and Fairy Martinge wsed picnic
shelters 3 pest stes and the Marins were
often the most frequently seen speces m the
unid north west.  Every couple of kilometres
a group of 6-10 could be seen flpng low on
each wmde of the road, mvanably pear 2
culvert.  Closer inspection confirmed  that
even shallow culverss with roof secbons
S0cm hugh were lined with nests descabed as
‘uptide down mud ball wgloos’ where the
bieds seem w0 be vulnerable to predation by
sakes and goannas.  In three and a half
months we found oaly two natural nest
locatons ~ rock overhangs i gorges -
suggesting this species was non-resadent i
und sreas before the roads were hardened.
However, when it comes to adaptation, the
use of old technology sewage farma as food
sources and roost stes takes some beanng.
Seversl mumcipalines make life difficulr for
berd watchees bur Abce Spongs has 2
refreshingly posinve approach. A key
wlowing access to the Poo Poods (thew
name, not mine) can be obtamed for a
refundable deposit for the dumtion of your
stay. A bracing cary momng walk around
the ponds gives distant views of up w 30

wader species i spring/summer, although n
cardy |une, only Red secked Avocets were
preseat in significant numbers.

Another example of 4 safe haven concemed
White-browed Robes st Kunusurzs. 1 had
wulked through # small pasch of minforest at
Ivanhoe Crossng s the robins  were
reportedly found there. No luck at the ume
but in mid-afremoon after 3 spot of fishing 1
struck lucky (with the tobin, not the fish)
and wusched a beautifully marked bard for 10
munutes of so. Feeling chulffed, | retumed 10
base and suggested we hat a local tounst trap,
Barra Barma, o celebmte,  Subsequently,
utting besde 2 pond, mango smoothie in
hand, 10 my chagnn o pair of these robins
hopped around my chais legs - they regularly
breed o this wmall commercal orchard
spparently foregoing  the  delights  and
attendant risks of the neasby minforest.

To be cantinued. ..
W 3

The CNFN AGM was beld on November
Sth ar Weegena. It followed a leisurely walk
throngh  beautiful bush where we saw,
umongst other things, several fowenng
oechids*®, a leaf coverod i peyllid insects and
b:p(wcccnmfnu)ndlpclk! full of
haght blue feather bats indicating that 2
Supeeh Fuiry-Wren had fallen prey to a bird,
possibly a Grey Curtswong

Office holders  temain mostly the same
ddnghjm\ldmwbohudu&npur
pob a5 secretary smce the gxoupn
mauguration, i now president and Ron
Nagorcka i now secretary,

Maoy thaoks to Lynn and Jobn for thew
hospitality,

*STOP PRESS: a flving duck orchid (Cidhan
war 10 bud was identified by Wade and
Lisa Clatkson who have only ever scen the
specses on the coast and m full fower.

A grear Bnd!



Winter at Moulting Lagoon
By Sarah Lloyd

Condmons st \lonlmg Lagoon were
exceptionsl this winter, very different 1o
those 1I'd experienced previously, This ume
there was no murror-sluny sheet of watet
covenng 3000 acres, the exwent of the
lagoon. Inatend the water was the lowest it's
been in the X0 years since monitoriog began
. Water plaots that are usually submetged
were colouting the surface with fecks of
green and vast areas of sandbaoks that had
hutherto  been  hidden  were  exposed,
becoming more 3o as the tide receded during
the momng,
Twace yeardy wssessments of the waterfowl
and ather birds are undertaken wt Moulting
The bte sununet count occurs fust
pooe 1o the duck.shooting season and the
winter survey s timed to evibite the impact
of the hunt. The ongoing monitoting is
requirement under the Ramsar convention
to which the government 11 a signatory.
Despate this, fonding 15 decressing annually
and the assistunce of volunteers i becoming
ever more coucial,

Though summer counts are usually well
arrended and have, n recent years, sttracted
partcipants from New South Wales eager 1o
wpend 3 few days i this spectacular part of
the ndand, the winter surveys are o different
matter. Many bardwatchers leave Tasmania
dunng the coldest months und this year
some of the rogular and most expenenced
countess were absent, Last year’s novices
were prematurely promoted 10 team leader
status (8 team conststed, in this case, of one
volunteer (usually the “expent™) and one
member of the staff from the local Natianal
Puatk office (who often knows just 22 muoch
a the expert)) After the bnefing session
followmng the trachitonal Monday night pub
meal, all fiedd gades were our for 2 fase
minute check of the diugnostic feamnres of
some of the birds likely to be seen. Bur
slthough we encounter thousands of bards

(the lagoon supparts up to 10, 000 black
swana) the vadety of species, especully
where the novices are seat, is not that great,
I love the liannual visits 1o the East Coant,
especually when the weather's fine. This was
the firt wanter count where | dida't have 10
chip sce off the windscreen before drving to
the endy morung rendezvous posnt. Instead,
low cloud persisted for mont of the moming
and the Hazands, the granite mountains that
provide & spectacular scensc backdrop to the
lagoon, were shrouded in clouds. And there
was not & hreath of wand! It was quiet and
scrone and  the binds seemed  unusually
settled, not spooked by our presence as they
sometimes can be

I was sent to the southem panr of the
lagoon, an arca 've not seen before. Beoause
of its proximity to the ses and s more
marine environment 3t supports  hagher
invercbrate loads and has a comresponding
greater number of bind species, including
some migratory waders that overwinter here.
While the people st the northern pant of the
lagoon were counting the thousands of Black
Swans that feed on the various water plants
that grow m s shallow waters, | was walking
the cdge of Pebican Bay and Pomt Meredith,
starting st Pelscans Rocks and fndshing at
Swanick, where the lagoon deams mto Great
Oystes Bay.

In the section T was assagned 10 survey the
opposite share s well within sight and
systematc counting i easy. In contrast, in
the northern sections, whete the distant
shores are hardly vagble, only mmaginary knes
across the water dsvide one search ares from
the next, We bstensed in 1o the wual two-way
copunting all those swans that had just moved
from bay 1o shore. (The buoys that had been
mmdmepm)urwﬁdumthc
count had not survived the plundenng of
sumumer visitors.)

With spottng scope mounted on stasdy
tipod, 1 counted methodically: Pied



Comorants, Silver Gulls, Pelicans, Pacific
Gulls, Grear Egrets, White-faced Hegons,
and GODWITS! 1 counted the singhe file of
37 Godwits many times, an excuse 1o watch
these wondeefid birds oy they foraged in the
shallow water adjacent to 4 sand spit. There
were sho Red-Necked Sonts and Double-
banded Plovers, s small Sonlls of Hoary
Headed Grebes and one Great  Crested
Grebe. T caught a glimpse, then it dived and
disappeared as grebes are wount to do.
Moulting Lagoon » one of ten sies in
Tasmansa listed under the Ramsar agreement
as a wetlind of mremabonal agnificance. [t
is the most imporrant beeeding and foragng
habitat for Black Swans in Taseania with
numbers reaching over 14000 in dry years,
Many species of watetfowl, including
Austrulasian  Shelducks and Chestnut Teal,
congregite  in late  summer;  flocks  of
migratory waders, including Greenshank snd
Sharp-taled Sandpiper vt the lagoon; it
also has several rare und theeatened plant
species and unusual geologscal formations.
Secing large numbers of birds m such 2
besutiful locanon 18 an amazing expenence.
For me, it's an opportumiry to observe
wpecies,  pammculardy  grebes, [T oscldom
encounter but for which 1 have s parncular
fondoess.

Grebes are ancient birds that superficially
resemble looos. This smilanty 19 bebeved to
be the resule of evolutionary convesgence for
grebes ate neither telated 10 Joons not to any
other group of bards.

Grebes are superbly adapted for an squanc
hife. Their legs are sinuated well back on their
body und therr partially webbed feet and
lobed toes propel them dunng thear
underwater pursurts of prey. But sttributes
for an aquatc examtence sre unsutable for
terresimal activities; they wre ungainly on land
and some ure unable o walk. Consequently
their nests, floatng platforme of plant
material, are caually hidden in reed beds at
the water’s edge. When they perceive danges

they tend o dive mather than fly and when
then do resort w flyiog they fimt skatter
scross the water, their wes acting Bke man
hvdrofoils, before thetr fast fapping wings
lify thetr bodies just above the surface.
Though reluctaat to fly most doa’t lack the
necessaty skills or equipment to do s In
fact some grebes are migratory and fly long
distances, usually at might, In Australia with
in uopredictable cimate and ephemeral
wethands grebes and other waterfowl must
travel fur snd wide in seurch of suitable
wates bodies. In contrast, some species that
live on remote lakes have lost the abshiry 10
fly and several specics have either become ot
are already extiner.

The Antlin Grebe, now cxtinct, was 2
flightless bird that a» recently as 1990
mhabited just one (130 square kidometse)
lake, the mile high remote Lake Adthin in
Guatemala. Its path to extinction » a sorry
tale of destruction of ity breedmy haberat,
mappropriate  development,  introduced
specses and genetic dilunon. Sadly, it's a ule
that's bemyg repeated throughout the world,
though on a different scale and with almost
imperceptible  rather  than  fmmediately
disastrous consequences,

I 1965 a survey of the Autlin Grebes found
that their numbers had from 1
stabile population of 200-300 ro just 80 burds,
The decline was artnbuted 1o the pacnal
destrucnon of their breehing habitay; the
roed beds that fringed the lake provided the
perfect raw materssl for mat making

Then the lake war developed as o wanst
fuhing tesort. But there were no suitable
fish! Large mouth bass that hked the food
that grebes bked and snacked on Ouffy
grebelets were brought to the lake 1o provide
sport for the wealthy.

The threats continued: people from nearby
aties wanting a holiday expenence kke no
ather npped out the lakesde vegetanon to
create thesr own small beaches.



A namaral disaster followed i1 1976 when un
carthquake cunsed the water level i the
volcunic lake to fall by 6 metres, drving ot
the reed beds, Then i 1982, 4 nanonal park
game warden, one of a small ream of people
passtonste about sayeng the bard, was shot by
unknown assasszns. la the polincally volanle
chmate of Guaremala, no one was eager 10
replace him
With s populution aleeady concally low a
* senes of incidents wlumately sealed the bieds’
fute. Some were deowned o gill nets, others
were distuthed by inceeasing boat traffic and
then #y cousin, the Pied-halled Grebe, an
able flver, srnved on the lake. Though just
half the weight of the Authin Grebe, the
more vigotous Pied billed Grebe (some
believe the Antlin Grebe to be a subspecies
of the Med-hilled) was sble 10 compese for
food. It abo hybndised with the larger
fhghtless burd, diluting the gene pool out of
cxHIence
My recent vinit 10 the south.camemn edge of
Moulang Lagoon guve me came for great
concern. At the edge of the laigoon land »
being subdivided and  “developed™ and
clearing of native vegemtion continues, often
legaliy. Weeds are already 2 senous problem
mn some steas and are ganing o foothold in
others. Whereas twenty years ago the haxd
bottomed sand at the northem end of the
lagoon supported flounder und shomp, now
the area » covered n 10 em of boggy sand
and these specaes have all but gone, The haph
levels of sedunentunion mosdy result from
sctivities not necessanly in the mmmediate
vicaaty of the water. One wonders about the
mpact of the recent extenmve plintings of
grapevines neir the northern share, believed
10 be one of the lagest vineyards in the

southermn bemusphere.

Moulting Lagoon will never agun be the
prstine productive waterway it was before
white sertdement when mammals, bieds and
partsculacly swams’ e were an important
food for the aboriginal people of the Oyster

Bay Tobe But pesther should it have
deteniorate  further. Only 2 srong
comymitment {rom the government und the
community will ensure that  Moulting
Lagoon snd s wildlife survive
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Right: Psed Ovystercutchers forage in
the shallow waters near the southem
end of Moulting Lagoon

Below: The Hazards at the Frevanet
Natonal Purk form 4 spectacular
backdrop to Moulting Lagoon
cspecially on & cear summer’s
moming, (5 Lloyd)

Lefr: Great Blue Hetons are
common throughout the
Umted Swmtes. They are
usually solitary snd noctumal
und humt for fsh  whike
wading m shallow waters

Theones abound as to win
this bird decsded to spend
the morming on the ol of
CNFEN member Larry
Polansky's car. The most
practical s that the bied wan
disturbed by  bradge
reconstrcton and prefersed
this quiet spot, thus causing
much excitement m  the
otherwise peaceful
neighbourhood = Hanover,
New Hampeshire

(Photo by Jody Daxmond)




