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Program and Events

Note change to November walk to 20d woekend
to allow people 10 attend » fabudous Federstion
weckend ar dencribed opposite!

November 13, Meet s 10am ot Migna T junction
o travel on together to Ins Farm, Feter and John
have invited ua flar & returs vt 1o this mountsin
paradise Wo will prodably walk %0 the water race
and the pacrie walarfill. Dot miss thix one!
November 27 BBOQ snd AGM ot Weegens Hall,
Meeting at 4:30 followed by & BBO and social
eveming, Ment providad, bt salads ¢ welkcome.
Degtuber 4, Mt Rolund Meet ut 10 ans o the
Gowrie Park Mt Roland waling track (O'Nok
Rd ) Asdow meander up the mountain looking at
foen and fausa slong the way. The heathissd on
Jop should be in its glory. A walk over 1o the head
of the Minnow Falls fiw thoss wheo wish

dnnmry 8, Alook ot 3 new private forest
reserve newr Westhury Moot ot 10 2 #i the
Meander River bridge (572 off the Bass Highway)
on e road from the pub st Westbury to Bimales/
Frankfoed Famtor We'll drive on and then park
along the wide verge of the rosd sbout 7 kam from
Westbury in case you are running late

Federation Weekend - Koonya

Friday 4*-Sunday 6™ November 2005, Koenya
Fiekd Station Tasmusn Peminaula

Hosted by Tasmaman Field Naturalists Odwb, Inc

Note: The Field Stution will be open for three nights
(Fouday, Saturday, Sunday ) so that menibers wishing
%0 attend the Sundey outing snd stay Swnday mght
befure driving home can do so. This is to take
advantage of Monday Nov 7 being & public hotiday in
e nocth of the waie

Program of Evsoo
Vriday 4% Arrtve from Spon onwards. Spotlighting s

mght

Saturlay $* 9 mm Two outings will be held,
mesubers will have choioe of Lime Hay (orchads,
coustal woodlsad or Clark CHIEs (wet forest)
Afer hanch Pund life and lab scasions with Jobn
Gooderbam

5 pmn Business mesting for delegates

630 pom Dimner « BBO Two comrses phin drinks
$14head Vegetarian options available

§ pm Joba Gooderham {co-suthor of prosewinning
“Witsrtug Book™) on pond and stream life,
Sumday 6 9 am Nemarkable Cave/Mt Brown'
Cresoms Bay cireuit near Fort Arthur. Excellent for
orchads, heath Bowers, and spectacular coastal

oenery
g own pillow, sheets, Nankees, temtowels and

towels Cooking utensily, stoves etu provided.

Adults S16mught, children SKanight thwide, $5/ight/

tent (f comping Plessse book aarly as there in & henil o

bed mpace inude

Boaklags Genevieve Gates, 9 Winmarlesgh Ave,
Taroona. Phome 6227 8638

Freail ggtes Gpostoflice utas edu au



More fun with Victorian millipedes
by Bob Mesibov
hu-—.‘-wmuuum

in southern Viclonan forests. My wife and | were afier
fresh spocimens of tlatback milispedes in the genus

Anserutopein s
Alot’s happenied since then. For oo thing, | made ooe
of those exevutive decizions that are the despair of moo-

«  tasonomusts, and put the 10 Vicsorsan species in the

wevws Lissodesmus instead The paper describing those
species, plus the |8 known Lissodesmus from Tesmania,
will be publishad m kate 2005

Another tut of nastural news i & rediscovery. One of
the Victorsan Léssodesmus wim previcusly ksown from
only a single male specimen w Museum Victoris. It had
been colected In August | 890 “near Trafilgnr™, which s
& bitle farming town i the |atrode Valley betwesn
Warragul snd Moe.

¥ couldn’s resat Jooking Sor more specinens. During
the week leading up 10 Anzac Day | humed very bard for
the Trafulgar beast in small teah remnants o private
property, wiich s pretty much sl the bush that ‘s keft m
St pant of Victoria. To mry delight, | found » population
of the 1890 spocies im the Uiralls Natire Reserve st
Trafslgar This snall Reserve is owned by Tros for
Nuture zad s in suprisingly good condition. | found o
second population sbout 5 kan away in & small bush
remnan ownod by conservatios-minded retirees.

Now the plot thickens. | kad peeviousty (2004) found
Mlh‘uﬁ‘hn——duw
miBlipede near M1 Worth, west of Trafigar | found both
Lizsodeswus forma living sogother in that tiery private
reminast Dfforent species, for sure.

Asecand 6-day fieid wip in August confirmed the
Apeil results. | found a fow moee locaiities fior the Mt
Worth species, but none fior the Tralalgar millipeds

Motting the 1wo spocios on & map, the Mt Warth
wpecien secti 1o have & remaining range of about 28 sg
km, of which maybe half is reasomahle habitat The
Trafalgar species sesemm 10 be down 1o i last 100 ha or
lons. The two rasges abut like tiles in & mosaic, which is
@x typical biogeographical pattern for flathack
millipodes.

The Trafalgar rediscovery made the local Gippeland
weocklics and | got interviewsd twics by ABC Radio in
Cippslaad | was gratefiil foe the publiony because it
helpod when | knocked on doces and ssked, “1o you
mind If 1 look foe millipedes in that bt of baadh you've
ROt there™ “AN", says the landowner, “you're that bloke
T heard on the radio. Yeu, go ahead *

irerastingly, many of the rerssmts | sampled
wercn 't remnants & all in oher words, they
werens 't Litthe bits of the oniginal Grest Forest of
Glgppalund That forest had boe almont cutirely
cloared in my study aren befioee 1900, Loced
Bstorians showed me pholod froen the 1930 with
virtually trechoms lndscepes Py the 19408 some
farmers had become conservationminded and
were sllowing nateral tree regenerstion. By the
1970s landowners were planting native trecs in
gullsce

This explains why some steening forest patches
| vstod had very few litter (nveriebrates. The
patches were actiaally “new” and hadn 't beon
recolonised, because the nearest native
invenichrate populations were & koog distsnce
awey, across paddocks. Ou the other hand, some

In Gippsland s elsewhers m Vicioeia, you cant

peck good millipede hubitat by fooking at the veg
You need to know e umman history first!

Bumblebees now firmly
established in northern
Tasmanian native vegetation.

A survey of the distribution of feral bumbishos
Hombus ferresiris in native vegetation up 1o carly
2001} found that ey were common in southe
wnd central western Tesmania, but found littls
evidence of them i northern Tammania
Otmervatons of soce tan ten bumbleboss it one
day were rostricied 10 arons 3outh of Zeshan oa the
west coast and south of Orfoed on the east connt,
ahough single bamblebecs wers sen in the
Upper Mensey, at Wisterbouse and Four-mile
Creck,

m northern Tusmanian mative vegetation. Mote
an ten bambleboes wers seen in oo day at
numerous locations on the Contral Plstesy, in The
Walls of Jerusalem Navionad Fark, in Cradle
Mountzin - Laks St Clair Nationad Park, and in
the central north between Peoguin and Ouidfont
i the west und Nunamara in e cust. They are
also present in lower demsitses in other party of the
narth, with cbservatsons of maore than ten
bumblebees in the far northwest being restricted 1o
Circular Hoad and Trowutu und those in the far



northeast restricted to Mt Willum Natiosal Park,

Pyengans,and south of St Merys
If anyoee would fike 1o add any cther focataons
10 this list, plesse comact me,

Andrew Hingsion
Fh 6223 1223

Email hengstonfutam eda au

Vanessa on the nettles
by Sarah Lioyd

Like mom Lund for Wildiife propertics, our 130
acres of tnh @t Birralee has & vanety of vegetation
types that changs cver gune short distances. Within
watking distance of the house & slow movimg

larye old paperbarks, mostty Melaleuca ericifolic,
but sleo some of the bargest A4 sguarross I've ever
scen. Junt uphill from the howse, Slack poppermuant
Encalypns awyydating with a diverse
undentorey &ammates, the gully downs ope s
dommmated by Mackwood (Acacia selamaxyvlon)
with & tanyled undermorey of reeferns and various
other ferns smd, in another gully 10 cor southenst
all Biackwood mod eucalypty Lower over & mad
layer of dogwodst (Pomaderrts apesala;, which
excludes hight end preverms the growth cf
understorey vegetaton

We christened this gally “the cathodral”,
because the dogwood forme an archway. creating »
dark, quict and nrystical place | go there ofon amd
wimost every tomme | visit soms new seeprise swalts
me. Last November | found mamy Fairy Lanterms
{Thismia rosfwayy) extending the knowe
distritution of this rarsty sceo plant. After the
tremendoss stormm hat lashed northern Tasmamis
in February, | fond hundreds of ladybeds massing
on a fhllen dead tree blown over by (he pale force
winds |ast sevener, | mude ancther woaderful
Esoovery

Over the years, the light excluding dogwood
archway has collagsad and o lush growt!s of native
stimging nettles (Urncy incisa) has sprend acrom
the ground. Last month | noticed an almont
compicss defitiation of the netties, and afier close
inspectica, evestually spotied the coldpeiia
A couple of black, hairy caterpillars moved showty
slong the naked oettle branches Their hairs were
long and befurcating snd lovked 23 mean w e
urticating kairs oo the nettien | tried,
unwaccessfizlly, 10 avoid touching both. Fot 1 few

3

haary caterpillars could hardly bave ssten that moch
foliage, 30 | had a choner look. There, to muy defight,
wers neenercs pupal ceses hanging from the bracctes
by a deceptively fimay teead. But they were sot
“brown” as the book describes, but jeweldikz,
inidescent and sudded with gold.

As | carefully picked & path home through the
painfully stinging plants 1o consult e natwral history
bocks and ascertain the specien, 8 shakung branch
cansed by & vigorusly swinging chrysalis aacted
my atsention. In eager anticipation to witness an
omergence | st and watched with wonder at the dancs.
But my gaze was soon deverted by a dark thing
movieg A busterfly had jast emerged from snother
chrysalls sod! its fodded wingy were imricately
patiemed 10 30 resertible & suspended leaf St it was
almost invisiblo as it sat wpon the brasch. As |
watched, the butterfly inhaled some air, puenped fs
wings and then it voided the wasts of metamorptonis,
depositing mecantum oo the nettle branch delow.
Gradunily it dried sed spresd ity wings %0 absrd the
sumemer warnmth and for the first time ever the
sliinning beauty of this indrvideal was revesled With
velutmous rusty hrown on its lowsr wings and biack
blosched with yellow oo the wpper sat Janessa o O
netties. And sittang on 2 nestle branch, wasching the
excioment was & small brown tree frog (Litonia
ewingl), apparentty oblivious 10 the urticating hairs
| returned 10 the gully the mexs day The cheysalis was
motyondon and sl intact and the small brown troe
frog was still wasching, This timw, bowover, it showad
# litthe more e than me and was sitting on 4 leaf



sipended in the nettien, while | again st on the doy,
1y shoe still tinging from the previons day's
encournter

The Australian Adosesd (Hanesny itnz) is one of our
larpest and ooost emssly roongrrmabile usterflies. [ ike
many imsects, @ = 2 pecialist feader, the larva foed
onlly on members of the nette (URTICACEAE)
family, which in Taemanta includes [rmicg inciag md
the mtmduced (/roioe urems,

The native and introdiuced mottle are miporficially
samilar, but thers are severa| difforences: 1/ incias is 2
pervewuad horh and is glabrows (without hars) betwoen
the stnging bair Ja male and fermade flowers are in
separmie chasters. According to Curtis (1967) it is
“widopread and frequent in fern gullees and other
moest shady places™ although | should say it is » plast
Bt | marely encounter. Ad in most plases, the leaves
viry groatly i Sorm and are 0ot & good festare for
sdomtrficamon.

The introduced stinging netthe is 2 weed of
cultivated ground. The yoeng steans and G Jower
surface of yousg lesves have both simple and
stopny hairs. Made seuf fomade floral parts are in the
same inflorsscence.

The lme Miriam Rofhachid called butierflics
“fiying flowers™ and ey are truly amuring insocts.
The chrysalls encapslatos ome of the marvels of
nasure, the transformation froen o ngry hairy
caterpiilar %0 2 sculy utieefly, the blue print for the
colours and the patierms of the tutierfty bie wottin the
larval grub preceding the transition

One of the things that has always fescinated me
sbout butterflies & that the markings on the
underwing have ovedved mdopendently and for
differont parposes thas those on the upperwings
When they land, butterfises usually have their
underwings exposed and this surface i oflen finely
patternod m earthy colours that ronder the iesect well
camoeflaged when it settles on the grousd or
amongs leaf limer: The upper surfaces, by contrat,
are often beghtly coloured for sexusl sigralling the
regutation of body sempersture and for deterring
possihie predators Eyespots, which often adom
butrerflics’ wings, tmay have evolved 10 deter barde
and roptales that foed during the day when bamerfles
are sctive. They arc usually located on the adgos of
the wings to aliract predators awary from the most
Vulnerzhie part of the imvect.

Dwneng the first wam, sunny days of earty spring |
noticed Australsan Admirals fiitting around the
vopstable garden. | visitod e gully and was plessed
to sec that bas now shoots have resprouted fom the
defoliated hranches, no doubt provading the newly

arrived butiarflys with o safe place to bay their egg

Refaances:

Braty Mistael (JO04) The Cormpinty ity Gusse &
Russarfies of Ausirata CHIRD Pubiishing, Meltourne

Carte, WM. [1047) The Stucknt’'s Flors of Teamens, Part 3
ANDSUSPE fpAs

Wisibed M Curtis, Mot
Ntz 1P (1001) The mevainpe s avl svassion of
SLeEty wng paTane G eanes wettuton Frees,

Teamanias Fuig Naturalive Ciub ire | 1904) DuttarVes of
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Vale Dennis Morris 1924-2005

Our Patrony, Dermis Moerss, dicd 27 Juby m Hobart
Dennis agread 0 be our Patron when we first decided
10 form ovrseives indo something resembiling an
organised group acound 19590 We didn't eves quite
know whiat the role of 2 Patron was other than 10 set &
standand of excellence. Dennts certainly set such a
standand, and over the yean hi kand encoses gement
and generous sssance o1 mattery bolancal wers
grestly apgwocisted. We coalda 't have chosen better as
» momice, % inethodical soermia o & human bong.

Dennin was boen near Tunbridge Wedls, England,
and educated there at The Worshipful Conpany of
Skinoers School. He tmmigemiad 10 Australia in 1950.
I 1961 he became the Wood Offficer fox the
Tasmanian Depe. of Agriculture whers he produced
excellent, |Ibatruted information co weeds.

In 1960 be met Dr Winifred Curtis, and their
sharzd meerests in plants developed mio both a close
friendsbap and a productive collsbocation. Together
they prodoced The Student’s Flors of Tasmsania which
bocame the cefintive refermoe for our floweriag
plants and conifers. Through bes passicn for the fora
of Tessanis, Dinnis became a heghly skilled
tasonoemst. His eye for detsil and sccunacy can be
secn in bus splendid (Hustrations

[n 1985 he was sppointed Honorary Botanist at the
Tasrsnien Herbarium. In 1994 he completed Part 48
of The Student's Flora of Tasmania with Winifted
Carme. His work wp wetsl ke dewth was comoentrated
on the huge task of epdating Se Stodem Flors

Exmmpies of Deents” illustrations are on diapley at
e Tasmasien Herbarium. His skill st an illustratee,
g with bes fove of plants, and the heart of am amis
all combined 10 Sring his drawings s e

| remember qnce sitting in the Herbarkem lisening
1o Diermis and Wimifred caery on » Bively convenation
about how they had perhage lived through the best of
times. That many wed] be, but it s cortainly true that
they ennched thew times and many bives.

As Andrew Himgston comenented, “The world s
now & poorer place™ (withoat Dennis Morra ).



