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March 4.6 Field Naturalist Federation
Weekend, bonted by Burnie Club. Thame
Discovering Wysyard Vemss: Kaloma Scout
Camp 4 lom off Bass Hwy - turn Jeft  ken pent
Somerset comung from the enst. Arrive on At from
Spm corwards. Sas St 9. 30am laglis River loop
valk near Wymwrd 12:30 pon Fossigl Bhuafl
poological features. dpem Federston mecting égem
Federation dizoer $15 hend Booking: 6425 3372
Sundwy momeag March 6, Federntion moming
walk around Table Cage area
March 6, 11:38 ONFN Penguin Tideposls (sce
susnmer issoe for detads )

Aprdl 3, Rirrsiee 9:30 Meet Ron & Sarsh of the
bottom of their tack ot the end of Demmans Road
for » look at their covenssted Mock of land, snd o
socul lunch in their gandes

May 8, Liffey Busk Heritage Biock 9:38 Most
ut the Liffey Falls botiom esrpark.

June &, Latrobe 9:30 Mot ot Bell's Parade ut the
west end of lrwn near the Mersey River We will
truvel to expore & forest ares south of the lows
July 3, 9:30 Narawatape NP Mect in carpark
All cary must have Netioral Park passes

Central North Fiald Naturalists Inc

AUTUMN ISSUE 2005

“Heavenly Birds"
by Sarah Lioyd

While Ron and [ are not often challesgod ca our
abiliry 1o idenaify bush sad forest bande, we aro not
reowned fiit oar shurobied identification skills Thus,
with the anmsal Hirds Tosmania wader bind count in
G sorthwent sppeoaching and a request fior another
CNFN rip to Oeorgetown, several enthusiasts st off
for the eradflats 1o practice idontifying this tricky
proup of birds

Usfursunately our focal expert was unstde 10 joe
m, 80 the firet hird we saw prompted much dmcussion.
And it took » grest deal of persusskn % ssure
everyone fhal the hind"s bill was long encugh,
docurved (or was it recurved?) enough, and i1 dad &
white enoagh wedorhedly for it to be positively
Identifiod as o curfew saxdpiper Doubrers among us
still weren't comvinced, and nobedy brought the
necessary instruments for measuring the curvuture of
beaks

The next chalienge was to determine whether those
disant blobs of greyish brows were rocks or birds
Fortumately the spotting scope, an indigpensalie piece
of squipment R wader watching, was mucoessfislly
focussed (despite e roaring gale) on the Mobe, which
tursed out to be Godwits

An abundance of arioe invertcbenies mhabit the
estusriene modflats s Georgetown These attenct large
wembers of Palesrctic waders which, in turn, altzact
winder watchers. Over the past few years [ huve visned
the mres om several occariom and although | have been
delighted 10 see henutifiel, kong-legged clognnt
CGreenhanks, Golden Plovers in crypeic
rotund Tamatnnes with hright rod legs aod unsll




beach nesmens of various descripnons, i was dificall 1o
hide my dusppointmens tat Godwats ke thus (a chuded
me. The experenced waschors were comvinced | was
Jusned, they never see Godwits when 1'm there. Even &
trip 10 Hobart, ocnsibly to asist with the southern
wader count (actually & ploy 10 see Godwits) was
unsarisfactony, s
my gwide ssesrod
me that | would
Just have o take
on faith s claim
that the distant
dapes were
Clodwity, | began
0 saspoct they >
were wrythacal
binds - after all, why would you call a bird a Godwit?

Perseoce paid off and in dee course & 09 to
Georgetown was frundul. Seeking protection from
extremely stong wisds behind a foebie bush wes a bunch
of hanched Godwits, barely a movesent, hills under
Wngs

Things got even better. A ate sammmer vislt, just before
the birds retemad to the sorthern hemisphere, | aw
Godwits aghow in thew specaacular brick red broading
plumage, Shelr omng spwwept bicoboured bills fully

Flat the best was yot to come. Although sow sunefied
that Codwits were real, they haad hthorso always sdoptod
(at heast in my prowency) o Satuesque appearnnce. Durieg
this latesi excursion ooe Of TWo were moving shot,
several were plusying thesr 8 om bilds deep imo sand and
same wore flying overdead | oow believe in Godwits

I every facet of their Sives migratory waders ure &
remmrkable group of ards Some wergh harely 30 grams
yet they transit the glote twice cvery yeur Al 350 grams,
Crsdwits are modmm sinod waders and for yoars o wes
believed that the 100,000 o w birds Bal spend swmmes
o Austrulin and New Zesland were from Asia. 11 b sow
known Sat oor summer vishon sre Ameriom hinds that
broed i the comstal wet mesdows of Be Yokon Dilta o
the gendy rolfing mestine wress of N'W Alaska (Munter
2001)

Araund mad May when S s starts molting and
there is 0 drammiic wonese = msect activity, Godwits
wTive At their hreading grossds, They complote ety
laying and incubstion in about three weeky and wathin
duys of henching the chicks and adults raverse severa)
hundred meters of temdra © comgrogale K0P Mowstain
ridges with other broods. Croches of diucks s guanbed
by the few ndults wheo are yet 10 depart fof the const By
early August they sll move constwand o Teod on the
comaocopa of marsse inverichraies, mosdly weall cams,

which mbabit the itertidal mudBats of the Yukon
Dicita wnd Alaskan Peninwsls. Foe the two months
priow fo migratson Godwits double their hody
weight while mernal organs sich s pat, kideey
and lrver gradually agroptry to allow for the
sorage of Bt Allor undergoing these

physclogical cangos, e barts are
capabde of flymng noa stop the 11,000 km fiom
Alaaka $0 Now Zenland. Mose often, however,
they do it in sages and taks about five days o
e The journey, sesissod, ot leest for @ fent
3,000 kmy, by the winds of the Aloutisn sorm front
which forms i the Gulf of Alasks at the time of
their departure and provide & southerly tadl wind
af 6050 kph, (Humer 2001)

Migramocy waders have legs s bills of vanious
lemagthis which alluw them w0 expiont Gifferent areas
of the shore and 10 formge for invertchraies m
different depdis. Tiny Ned-neched Stints, for
cxumghe, which artive = Tusmania in their tens of
thoasands, kave shoet stubby bills that probe e
wound repessedly. The long decurved by of
Eastern Curlews retrieve woens, crastscouns snd
molluscs beyond the reach of mmaller buds. Bl
11ps are equipped with extremedy swensitrve norve
endings which ensbie birds 10 detect food when
probing Sadly meo wet mud.

For us forest dwellers who don't sce waders
regularty, their idontification is o challenge kv &
number of suasons. For 8 start, delr names we

mw&-m-h

one ~ | 4 of you're locky, Red-eecked Stints don't
bave red necks, not are Red Kiots 1ed. Secondly,
et belong 10 the sandpiper fumily
(Scolopacadas) and sometimes only mimete
Sifferences in physical chamctenstics separsse the
wpocion. They congregate and fead in lsrge nuxed
wpecios Bocks and don't have the decency 10 stand
still fior & munute o in 8 e i onder of
dumesndung siae. Adthough renowned for Qe
dramatic aemal displays, percussive sossds sadd
Soudd vocatizations dsrmg the breeding season, in
non-breeding mods they seidom call. When
daturhed they emee a starthed cry, and by the time
you have checkod the hooks for all the solevant
agnestic fiatures, they have Sown away

To be = good wader watcher - 10 be good af
anything - tahes countles houry of pracoce | well
recall one wip 10 Geotgesown when, afier spending
half s bour tryimg  deckde whethes the shask
00 5 bt were $he right shadie for a Grecoshank



up druve cae of the londng shorehard wanchers in
the country, Mark Nerter He immeduidy
confirmal iergification of the Greeostunk., spotied
Sharptailed Sesdpipers on n detant die (which |
could barely desoct | sovnnesd the sron lir other binds
(varicty is B spice of lils for wader waichers ) then
left. When pondering the resson for his faacination
with these dind he s been eadying for over SO
yeurs, he wrines:

.. they ave sach froe spivies loving b some of
the mast Meaunfd ploces om earth. movang
enatlessty #r feed and rovat as the moon dictaies
i obb awd flow of the tife, i migrasing from
ane side of the earth p S other 1o hreed n
Barmony with she sun Heavendy hirdy i heavenly
plocer!”

Ower § malbon widon travel sorth and south via
the Bast Asan-Awstralasian Flyway The 12000 km
route encomrpeses (vey 20 countnes sl extonds
froun tho high arctic regoms of Chine. Moegolia,
Sieria and Alsdn, Seoegh cxt and wefh-cat Asia
40 Ity ot sesstherly tip in Tasmenda. Along with 2
malbion resstont shorebnds, the § multon grasts
whaco the sewm with 45% of the world's hunma
popalation in some of the fastest developing
coustrios oo arth, Pollution, reclamation sad other
factons Seewten over 0% of the wetlsads.

The wp left comer of the isend state 4 ke
nowhere ce n [nsmnia. Apgronamanely 100
squuare km of medflam exposed s low Bl antract
tems of thowsands of bieds. When the incoming tale
mahos Soodimg imposaliie the Sindy asenibic 0o
higher gound 1o rest and digest thes food

Merders of Binds Tastnana's Shorcbind Suady
Ciup have bom monioring meagrudory waders in
the Rale r over Sty yours However, sfough
reposted 0 be as important site i 1955, & wan't
until 1983 that @ significance of the far torthwest
weas comfiroed. Since hen, there have boon anmial
and pow beammua! counts 10 mondior summes
bocause of the snconvenent tmng of e oxtroee
Tigh tide - ontly 2005 (it Sulls on & working day),
o sumimer counts have boen arvesgad for tes
senson. The first count, in exely Decetber, saw
twemty volumeens ssagned © armms depending on
Cherr cxpertae and expenence. Some would see
sy thowsands of birds, Mo ad | nught e
handreds.

We both condoaed 10 Socling nervous as we
crossed the svadiiaty t0 Motsague liland, low-dyng
Tand awash at high tide Focnmmatcly the tide was
neap, (e swroeg casterly wands tat had been

biowang i dayy abeted and morsaty drirsde clexred
« sunmry sflernoos. We beaded for the southeast shooe,
the omly mres (0 50 we were J0Md) that stays above e
water. But five policans had got thero first md, afier o
et discumion sboat cthical birdwanding, we decided
that ey ahwoushin 't b ditiurbed

With rming sopid waters gently lpping af e foet,
wned 2 bomr o mooee 0wt before the “official™ coum
bogan, wo stansd exploring this eoologionl wondoriacd
The three-aote plaimeive calls of Litle Cirass Binds
cnmnated from low shrublny busties Sl ierspersed the
twmsock praes of lundm vegotation. small Boroom
(Puwenis many ) carpeeed ihe grousul. thew connties
ey Gowers dislodged by flowing sea. Crab holes
pockrarked smady wds

We marvelind st @ plants’ ability 10 adsge 1o
mmistion, docaded (with vedief) that the tdad acsiviry
would render the ares wnsitabie for wwikes and
comfidenty wanderesd thrvugh e urk Jo docp water
the cpposite shore, sometinmes takoag lomgthy desoars 1
evoid the channels that cnscrossed the isdend.

On the noethern shore sunlighs casght the vaderhelly
wiste of flymy Rod-nockad Stints, which, 98 if s coe,
wwooped, circled and rmnceuveed in formation.
Sometione, s by magsc, they dissppeared Som view,
ey reapgenring whes light reflocsed off thesr whesitag
hodies Eventually they setthed on the heach

Alhough our contnbation was refatively munor (we

countod 304 of the 14, 684 shorvhinds scon durmg the
wrvey) we'd had 2 woodorfil dey watching betiful
brds m this remote and heavenly place.
Footmoe. The name Godwa comes from the Amghy
Saxow god pood ' and witha amamal ' the plump
Diredy were highde regarded for shele colinary uses
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oesting, at sources of 0od and when prodetors are
presant. “Bold”, “aggressive” and “pubnecious” are
torms usedd in this contest and ofher wattichinds 25
well as smmller nnd langer species are quosed 10 b oo
the recetving end In soene repoes, o distinctivs =
made betwoon relatively enengy efficien rus ases
lasting u few seconds and energy intesseve flyght
chasey o booger duration Whie ither honeyeaters
and & range of patennal avisn predstors sav adentifed
In these observations, thore are few references 10 non-
bind species.

Lithe Wanchinds have boes recorded 10 “vicinusly
attack cots” (1,2), and & Ked Watticbind was
obneryod attack g u Iingtail possem as well &5 bards
witich were not patentisl coenpetiton or pradanors
(3). The behavioe of oer incal Little Wurthehinds

therefore seetrm 1 be unusual in Bat blue tongue
ltzards and u brown handicoot bave 2k heen wrpsts.
The bandicoot was tear 8 prostrate Samkrke
Becimifolia, used a2 Sood source by the | inde
Wintthebind and was seipect 1o o Bying stinck s & o
arvund the plant, which seess 10 be comgmtble with
daplacement of a food competitor. The belaviour
with the tzunds however was totally diffesert In ome
casg, ant sdalt bind bopped afier the lizard, peckieg ot
it tadl us the Hrand moved ot pace across & stresch of
lawn, Seadmg for the shebter of 2 shrsd bed I two
other cases, e lisards moved normally while the
wattiehivd pave “clack”™ alarm calls in between
periods where the bird perched low % the pound,
withan 20-30cmm of the loard and sufficiently
disracted 10 allow dose wpproach by hamans [a one

wase it perchod on the doce sill of the shed while the
lzard moved slong e sade of e shod below il & |
worked on a bench & mete of % away.

The bebaviour with the leanks s sot unigue 1o the
Little Wattiobsrd termtones m our garden &y two
noghbowts severs] bamdred metres swsy have
observed samslar attecks on blee tongee |izards
expused while croasing drivewsyy. The wartthe beds in
these cases didn's have it sl thesr ow way s the
lirardy were seem 10 rear up on Seir forclegs and arch
thew nocks sround towands the nBending bird (4).
Goven that ut leant two generstions of blue toaguos ive
in ont gaeden s hask ing bluo wongues xre a dadhy
ovent m summer. 1 is perhaps surprising that more
ks do not eocur I may be » cawe of “out of sght,
out of mind™ whach could akso explain the immunity
date of a basking copperhead, but our highly visible
ot has never boon molenind erther (by 2 wartiehind
that 4. but basking oo the lewn recently, #s gpo was
brensed when & pair of deagonfbies collided with its
head!) 1f anyome else has soen similag behaviour by
wultictrinds of yermtions on thes thome | would be
tnierested 10 hoar from them.
lieferences
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REVIEW: Rhythms of the Tarkine,
u nutural history adveature

Riytham of the Tarkine w s uniges production by
Ron Nagoecka wnd Sarah Lloyd It reconds in hath
words and sounds (98 page book and accomgmmying
CD) their experionces visiting diverse satural areas
wishdn what hes become knoem as the Tarkine. The
obvious purpose 10 Comnumicaty Beir prsion foc
this arza which & thresened with encemous change
from industyin] forestry, sad fo hring 10 the listeser and
reader & gromter senwe of whal tmight Secome greatly
diminished oe lost,

The Tarkine ares Jocated i Tasmasia s northwest
contuims e Mrgest remaiming e of cool teempenine
ruinforest in Austrabi, The camguign % resiin tho arce
In ity naturs] state Sas focused on grand visas gant
epephyte-encrusted myrties, beauriful birds, cuddly
aevimialy, stunming rivers and inevitatdy the comeran of
the fiue-blackenod chenrfell uras. These aro the images
that impact on urban comscioushes, B hoping o
win votes W the ciee



Hoa snt Sarsh, however, heve pasd & searder of
visits % varoes arvas of the Tarkine observing not
cmly the obvioue, but facusing on the diversity of
he intimete, the discroen, the fenthered, the scaled.
the carapaced, the ghimy eic. - 3f thase largely
ignoeed spocses that are the roal driving foroex of
vaturad syslcoms, and therefore cagtuer the aneition
and imagenation of fiedd saturalngs. The rosult w s
saring of heir natuml history sdventure with
enthusissm, senzitivity wnd smeght. Their passion
for what ey expenienced is miectious, sad is
translated imo a feshed produce af the highest
qaaly

The book begins with 2 neap of the secn
marking the 11 st=y Bat were exphored, and the
text felhs the sory of each with Sarah's keen ey2
for detad, and hey senwe of 1he mmportance and
imterrelatednes of species There 13 wade mngpey
drcussion, from sl orgsasies 1o Oosdwanan
connectons, ficen snkholem to cobweb sest lining
Aocate observations are made S the purpose of
SXPAnion, of sometimes just guict reflection amd
cootermplation. )t is e mfectous journey (hat
Upacy us to llow m Seir fnoeseps.

Rhyfhms of the Tarkine

3l hictery adventy

The CD contains B soumls of the arcas visied,
with superh recordings of band sosgs, frog cally,
dovil grows and even mvertebmie sounds. The
tracks are all numbered and highlighaed in the 1ex
for easy reference whoa & bind or a sound s
mentioned 1t serves as & wooderful learnimg
reference for o mamber of brd calls including
manty of the vocs! variatoms of specass

imerspersed with the recorded sounds of the
Tarkine are sume of Ron's music compositions that
relase well 10 places vissted oo m a unique
compeoer who writes music hesed on recorded
natursl wounds mnging from bird songs to devid

prowls, from mvertebenic gratssgs o wiel ughings. He
eanipulutes thoee sounds through a keyboard sampler
und wscs them m his compositions, often socompassasd
y his didjeridu plaving and by verow ofher
msiciant. His music o challenging 10 some, given
St it 3 hike no other, but with a letle spplicatios by
@ listemer, It can reveald an unforgentable and
ovecative experiesce fom the gesson of ong of
Tasmania’s living tressaros. Discovermg his mussc 1
like dicovenng » sew species

Rivytheos of the Tarking was mude possible by (he
Commmorwealth Regional Arts Fund, and by linancial
asststance Bom Hao-dutribatons (e and Jo Eason)
The peoductson run is not large, aad | predict it will
bocome a gollecton's ilem of soose merit. Avuilable
from Petracin, Fullers, Buchalls and Artifakt Gallery
for aroussd S$40 May & inspire voo as miusch as it does
me (in)

Rhythms w we Tarkine
v aatwrdd Nortaey ey

The Environmental Defenders
Office

I you we stcremad in defending the natural
smvoonmeost, then yoa nuy wish 10 became a enember
of the Environimontal Diefenders Office (Tas) inc. »
ann-profis kegald cerre advisitg on exvironmental law
The sisnw of e EDO ary “10 protect. conserve and
erhumce the matural environmen? thregh Vo wed
and active wir of the kaw amd lepal ryatewes *
Membendvip of @ FDO heips support this work, and
Aoeps you informed through the EDO Bulletin The
DO akwo pablsbes The Envircamenal Law
Handoook, wioch is svailabic from the £DO office,
Fullers Bookshop, Hobert Bookshop and Petrarchn
Bookshop Contacts

EDO (Tax) Inc, 13} Macguarie St Hobart 7000
ph 6323 2770, emmil edetaviftrump net sy



TOWARD A PULPWOOD
WILDERNESS

by John Hayward

Many people have long beos aware thet plantation
cucnly ey are o soeve remone (hoen Setr satuml
forchoury. Fven the dimmest of us are heginnog ©
nutice that the lha-growing domesticalnd troos bave
an ancommon Surd for water and low valee 25
tamber. The stine poople may be ut least uneasy
about thew proxemity 10, and interaction with, zative
forests. The plantation Sreine do excage, and also
croes polimate with their wild bretheen. Few people.
Bowepver, soem wware of whast s in the focestry
pipxcline.

There have bees some leaks s recemt yeses uf the
L of Tasmani Rescarch Centre for
Sustainable Prodecton Forestry s (CRO) work on
finding what native hrowsers can 't tolerate in
cucalypt feaf chenscals. The CRC b a commmescial
Joint venture mvolving the university sl chements of
the lnggmg indesry. Eucalypts are already full of
eterronts lo potontal comsumern, bomg heavily laced
with secondary leaf metsholaes in e form of ton
phenols and terpenes. Native browsers tave adaptod
maghtaly o cope with them foremry is now wockiag
o raiec the patatabilty bar bovom! reach.

Hack in October 2004, the CRC aanounced & had
developed & seain of the blue gum (£ plobuiw) &
Taamman nutive, which is four 1mes mors heowses
resamant than ooemsd boe gurms de 40 high leveds of
saderonylonal. But the war sgninst browsers, msects,
and other impediments 1 industrial efficiency & due
for @ magor escalainon

| s your it was ssnounced that (he fntornation|
Focalyptan Gemome Comortium had boen formed 10
sequence the penome of e Mue gum. Among =
menbery are the Swise ased apn<homcal gant
Syngenta, known %0 some as & manufacterer of
Atrxzine, and Tassie's own forestry CRC

A soquenced bise gam gencene would open the
way to plantation troos with all sorts of conunervaaldy
devirabic trams. reped growth, high resestance w0
taseces and browsery, perhaps cven mivbaons 1o
competisg plant growth. Those on the meide have
hinted tat such & tree could lead 10 2 scabimg-down
of 1080 me

These henefits coold all be true, but there kas hoon
wn conspecuons relucsance o acknowdodge any
potextially calamstons dowesdes. A prodatos
resitant native troe Wil imevitably escape from i

plantations wio native focests. 18 resistances would
wenngly give it weed-bice repenductive qualities, the
capacity 1o pollmate wild cucalypty, and the potoetial
10 eventuslly dormsmatc netive forests with & ruin
lamgely outside the ocosvstem. The anpect oo
subsrdiary teneficiancs of eucalype foress s probahly
beyond accarate prodicton

A high metabolite Sevel would ake the loaves
more flammable. and possibly affect e
decomnposition of its leaf hittes: §t should slw be
remesborad that there s no bockemical reatonshin
hetweon feaf palutabelity and 1080 use; that s an
napoct of o primstive political vyssem and its subwadion

Before the Genome Commortium ceme to sy
sttompion, | hed contacted & sumber of massdand and
Tasmaman scacntists in relevant disophees w see 1f
wry concerns hout @ high mesabolite planmanos
cultiver were vabid AN comfirmed that it was an aue
meriting serous risk analysts- except one. This
indrvatual biubely suggestod that browsers coukd
= fed something clse to cat.” | while adeuiting ey
be wat imvolved i (he Soretry rescarch,

Will the risks be ngoroesly aesessod? On exining
cvidence, not bloody Nkely. An escaped super-woed
plantation tree wosdd, e introduced fes, be ttally
n the woodchp industry s seif-storest, thair top amd
pertups oudy prionty. Letters | wrone to the Tasmanae
Times last Ociober and the Sunday Tasmanian s 20§
elicaed cunows respormes from CRC spokesman Prof
Rod Graffin. While exsolling the commencial potontial
of such & punject, be Senied sy involvement with
Syngents , gene sequencang, of any effirty bo prodece
 higher memabolite gum He cooed Ausinalia’s
regulatony sysicen as a barrier 0 the deployment of GE
cucalypes heve, and cleimed the e of gene drift was
being taken “very sexiously”, as well as the
omaipresent but imefable concept of “sesmainable”

Ushappily, ssother CRC spobenmen, Dy Rere
Willancourt had cheorfislty admittod the obvioes to
the ABC in 225504, it the CRC win dsvalved in the
soqeencag, sating “People are \oading 10 sogqeence
plasst species. . and putest O genex, and we'd bike 1n
&0 & beforg somecoe else patents 1°

Hoeh Grritfie and Vaillancoun concarred in eir
mastenco St thowr resowrch bad oo commensal
ofyective. It i lef! 1o the resder 10 posder when
Consorte partness s Syngents and big woodcheg
compames came 10 fevere the parsut of pure
thtud‘Aﬁﬂnmtﬂm
was given in ABC reports for the gene sequencing
budget, with $27 million beung grasted by the Feds for
the sext seven yeurn



It hax been rumosred that & peetion of this
robust war chest hay boen earmarked 10 educste
the public o their nobie endeavours A
foretuste 0f thas campaign may perhaps be seen
In the smpeading name change for the CRC
from “Sustainable Production Forestry ™ to
“Sustainsble Forust Landscapes™ “Foeestry™,
Hie commercial gain, is no langer in the
picture.

Unless they nctually enjoy it, one wunders
why the industry world waste » cent on soch &
trameparent smoke scroem. Most of Tasmeines's
peblic furests have been simply handed o the
logging industry with mo requirement for amy
retun 30 the public. Over 100,000 hectares of
mainly pablic plastations, worth over $200
millon, bes been handed 1) the private sector
a3 frechold foe no retwrs in a scemingly sham
land exchange We nwso 4% we swait the
massive hill for the public’s mvelustary ex
wrutia contribution %0 the Gumas pulp mill, with
Ms parpetunl extension of the REA logging
fremzy

The respoase of the Tasmanian peblic to all
this blatant saff could be likened 10 that of
your typical tree stump. The prospect of the
Tusmanian enyieonment being slowly tunsed
o & wartual palpwood plastation is the lay
thing bikely to bother » stamp.

W] Wast! Listen 1o me... 'We den't HAVE
10 be just sheep!

CNFN Frog Disease Project Update

Excemis from a report fo Australion Wik
Health Network by Dr David Obendorf

Chrynd femgus, Barroc hochytriom dendrodatidis

detectod at cme ternote alpioe location with a high
nltaude {>900m) and cool climate alpine i e
endenmic frog, Criew samanans

To dme the aadpale stupes of sox species of frog heve
shown visbie lesions of chytridiomysoss confirmed
by PCH andior hisology (Birown Tree Frogs (Lo
ewimgily, Fastern Bango Froge | Limmoymastes
dwverdiy; Spotted Marsk Frog ( Lammodymesies
aaswaniensiy), Tesmanan Froghet |Craig
Masimensiy), Common Froglet (Crimia signgfens),
Grees und Gold Frog ( Litursa rantfirmt) We we
wlso investigating mass mortality cveals snvolving
imctamorph frogs
We hope 1) asscss the carrier statn of chyted m
verwous hie sages of some Tasnanien frogs using
wwabs for POR sesting.

Based on prelimmary survey results thero are nene
wethands i stwral, rursl and periarban aress that
appear 10 he free of chytrid infection @n tadpeles
With only one vissal servey and set of PCR
sammplings o1 several of these sites and the close
provanity to sites whore BD has boca confirmed in
todpoles, the negative resulty nead 1 bo considered
with care

Saveral sites with high Bog biodeversity have been
aasesacd as chytrid-froe. Bavod on prelisinary swurvey
results theee are mise wetlands in natuml, rural and
peri-urban ureas that appess 10 be froe of chytrid

1o chywadiamyvoss @ Bogs Some of these Jocations
wo habvtats with large popalations of Green & Gold

eccdagies and small sreas of sccupancy require
carefil evnluation A1 leist one of these epocies, 1he
Moss Proglee ( Bryodarachxs nimbws) is of
particulur comeern



Henry's Broom
by John Wison

Some mooths aga, 80 year old Henry Sasers from
Nook presented me with 3 new beoom, in part, |
sanpect, bocause the plastic | 960s ote that | was
uning (o sweep the dust out of our new moutLE
cabia uf [ris Farm looked & bit out of place with =
18908 archaecture and cotiage farnishings.

In nny case, Henry ‘s new toom touchod may heart
enmedisscly, becanse he'd emde & evne!l essirely
froes cither recycled o native Tasmansan fibees in &
style that his grandmother taught him when he was &
b0y Ax she lived i the outskinn of the Kentish
diatmict & fair way from sown, she made ber ows
Brooms whenever she needed ome, and hept themn m a
Sucket of water w0 Sat they would last longer asd
damp-dust as she swapt

As Henry's broom not caly looked good, dut
warked efficiencly, | have made seversd attempts 1o
rophicate it using whatever raterials ['ve had co haod
at i Farm, with varyisg levels of suocess.

For u stich, Hewry has used Fomaderris apetaio
(dogwood) showt 3am thick, and a lisle aver & meve
n length In a doose canopy, this wood grows 1l and
struight It's an sncommonty tough wood with a
wmooth hark, and it suffers nails without splinteriog.
Thes is » farsunate charasctarintic, because to start
with, you need 10 hamemer 2 two inch sails o the
bese af the brocenatick & right sngles, which will

(called “cutting grass” by boshrwalkers ss weil us the
locals fior 8 very good reason). Lomemwdre longflalies
(say) ts & pesentiai o ibatituse, although in drymg, this
may Inck somo of the 1 hust wifthess of e Gabmia
stalks. To make the brush, aives 20 strands of
Ciahnio sre carcfully tied 10gether faceg upwards
wound the hase of the brooestick, loaying 20om fee
"va done this using scene of the moee maliure
Mistleace: albough Henry wsed recycled bailer

Twine)
m&-.mmuamum
ol the brush s bowt over back wards, and flemly tiod
The brosh 1 then tessed out sideways bedoee bewng
T with scissarns of knife, sod beld inthis
by moans of two dried sticks tied very tghtly
Sogether on cither side, and foopod arund the base of
the broom. Once again Heary has wsed bitx of bailer
twine for this. However having wo twine, I've found
that grees Murhirnhecisg gunni (Macgearie vine)

or Nllardiera longfora will scrve the purpose pest
o el

Somchow | suspect that Hesry's grandmother
wold have spproved

Costributions to CNFN Balletin are welcome Wo
will publish practcaily sy thang that relates to
natural history or the environment - pocms, photon,
srvwork, wories, sticles, diaribes of science. Views
exprossed do ot necessarily represee the views of Be
organisaton or e editor, Electronic copy prefrmed.




