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Ot 4 & 5 Weckend ut Shemps - Mt llarrow
focal excursons on Shempn property on Saturday
angd ovormtighl 2y o Fiedd Contre finng hedding
and food Take A East from Lwe, and ook for
s i the fef just besond Nunsemars - follow
g
On Suncay oot 11 s a1 the turn-off o AL
Harrow from A ento C304. Vegatation and {ama.

Ot 18, AGM ot Woegena Hinll 4pen. The
AGM will he folfowed by a feast and erserizm-
mert. Sou ALCOMPANYING Imesane opgoLie

Ot 19, Leven Camyen Open Day Ham o
Spem The vanin sie will Be ot the Leven Canyn
cor park, with 2 second s ot the Leven River, st
the start of the Hrookes Track (Nese the Doberty's
place)

Now 2, Orchid Sewrch Mozt o Herey Somerset
Owilid Heserve parking kot at %230 am, 1o travel tn
Colim Morse s land at Caroline Crock. Hopefilly,
we Wil moet up wih the Nationsd Orchid Sosiety
people with Peter Tonedd guiding them, and
cheuking out Colin's and

Nov 22, Firds Tavmanis Owting ot Bk
Sagarkal (Ron & Sarah's) Meet at Beraloc Y am
o1 e o of Deramans Rd at hetterboxes

Dee 11, Birds Tusmania Outing &
Cleorgetown mudilas. Meet 10 ame ol waders sige
on the raad 10 Low Hesd

Dee 7, Phillip Milner"s property [fham. A
spectaculer range of natural velaes with Putfip 58

Central North Field Naturalists

03-01 Spring-Summer

you

are unfinancial for 2003

our puide. Traved e H14 road barween Speeyton sad
Neflicld ! k on the Sheflield sade of Lower
Tartington, tum castward onto Allwons R Follow |
12k tothe end Tum up drive with Land For Wildhie
signs andd drive 200m 80 the house

Jan & Arborvtem am, Travel 10 Eugenana
from Speeyton conung from Esst or Forth coming
from West. Lot of mteresting arces. Firing a pniic,

CNFN AGM & Social Night Oct 18

Owr AUM mectmg will commence ar 4 p. All
positions ar open, and anyone wishing 1o nosmate
themawlves or vihers should do so i weiting defore the
start of the mecting Nominatsoos will b taken of the
mesting only & wriflen nominstions foe an office are
not received Offices open Freadent, Vice Preadent,

An AGM Feast

UNFN member, Mamams Hurtter will be
displuying hey lependary aalinary talents sead will trest
s once agam 1o o fartastic Indisn mesl

Cost will be & very ressonable $10 00 per head « s
resrainder gencrousdy subsidized by B field saty. We
sed 10 know mumbers, 30 plese let Sarah know i
you wish 80 atiend (Soe phaone & ol this page)

AGM Goest Speaker

Sapphire McMultan-Fisher, the Tasmanian regyonal
coordumatorn fox Fumgimap, will be the guest spealier 3t
the AGM  Sapphirs has surveyed macro furg = soow
Alpine arems of Tamanis ecluding Mt Wellington,
Mt Fiald and @ Contrad Platean. She will give a shide
presertation, talk aheut her recent work and spenk
whout the ecology of fingi




Blight of the Bumble Bee
by Jim Huntor

Tanbie bees were introdoced 10 Tammania abost 10

enchonures They are o Exsropean variety sl were
brought from N Z. where they arc already estabiished

The fiest reports knows Uy me of iheir amval in the
Shefficld aren were 4 yoars ago. We first noticed an
ocuanional indnidatl on cur property 3 year ago and 1
year ags there were umsally | or 2 in sght around the
yurd Bt by the spring of 200253, the numbers had
exploded We live completely within netive Sest on Mt
Roland, bat dave quite & few non-native plants around
the bouse Rbododendrons were the fir 20 flower i late
winiez/spring and large numbers of bumble boes could
always be seen (and heand) comng asd going In fact,
Oy soon became a hazard to navagation, and my wife
saw about 70 of them out of e wotld by gratbing then
Troen bebund with & gloved hand while they were inside
the floveer She Tinally gt stiang, sed it didn't nsde moch
difference 10 the aumbers anyway The Bowering fimshed
and the bumble bocy became less concentrated and
compicuous for & whils.

By nnd Janusry our fochuies were really htting their
wride - we have s large bushes, (ome about 9 1L tall and
7 1t acrom) of & very small sod flowerad variety which
wre partcularly gtractive to Eastern Spenchells, and the
bumble bees socn discovered thet. Soon the fuchsiag
were coversd wath bees, hoeh honey and boemide, and the
spinchills, of winch these would normally be §-9 prosent.
were nox feeding. Om nare occasions & Spinehill wosld
Tand oo the plant inspect a few Mowers, thon leave. The
bumble bocs showed no aggressicn, bul reduced the
avatlable noctar. They cowldn't foed normmally 0o weh n
tamry fower, and close inspection revealod punctres neat
the base of the flower - bees could aften be seen fooding
rvugh thess holes

Walking aressd our yard was now bocoming
hazandoas with bomibls boce (ying in our face every few
steps. There was a constam roar in the air. | decided 1o try
2o remove thom and see 11 coulid get the spunctiills back -
alao [ wited %0 et some aden of the numbers of bumble
boes involved. Al shis point there were often 20-30 in
view but they were comung and going so there obviously
Buid 0 be many more. 1 wasnt going 10 be cany to get o
sgaificant number of ther st these large bushes - besides
ey could canily see me comimg a8 even when foeding
ey woro outiside these ey floweny. | kadied 220 by
vanous meams over 3 7 werk ponod (et the occasional

miss resuited in 8 very sngry bow and | wasn')
maahing any der in the population, vo | gave the
up They are quite cany 1o approach and | found »
vacuum cheaser was the most efficxent and safe
method to catch them With tha 1 100k 100 off |
plant 00 March K, then 33 the next day. Spendiog
oaly ' hr. or 50 each dav. | svernged abowt 25 &
day for the mext 3 wecks: Al this point they
bocame much loss visible, although these were still
shwinys & few about. The plants recoverad (uickly
ol spinehills were soon feeding sgam Honsy
heew were preset in good nuambers throsghout but
i ot aeem 1o e having the effect of ther bagger
cousina This sitwation prevasied throughout Aped
and except for knocking off = coople of bees » day
1 didiny much bother with them In early May we
hasd several haed froses Sollowed by several days of
o, but a few could il be seon every day,
sometimes hefure the sun was up with frost still on
i pound Through these late perosts they wen:
feodeg mainly on a second flowenng of
riopbamies s some broad bean flowers The last
mghting mded was om May 14 Ahogether 1 hiled
over 700 boes in a tiny ares and certainly didn'y
sliminate them 'm wondermg what teat year ha
in sore?

Asy insect that can build up ity semodon so ke,
and with s ssoc anud srmoury, will peobably have
an effect o other necuar feeders lhe the spinetiil
They can virtually mesopolise o favouad food
source. They peeferrod introduced plants, but they
must have boen living on saemetiung else whule
these were not flowenag, asd in fact 1 ofton
encountered axdnvidusls handreds of meares into
the putive bush,

Just 5 word of warneg for anyuns inclwed to
try eny method of catcheng bumble bees with »
vacuum cleancr - they contain & bot of lgueid and
you will wart & vacuum with a cloth ansd paper
bag wmde, preferably half full of st And they
will still moed 30 be piven & dose of msect spray of
your vacuus with still be buzzing 2 dayy laser

Dharing the course of this summes | contacsed
¥ Andrew Hingsor, = member of CNFN, who
s been doing rescanch on bumble bees for some
tme, st he passed on the followang infonmation
that might be of interemt W snyene clse wish a
Bunble bee problem

* » nest contams up 1o 400 individuads (This
indcates | had 7 nosty ncartry and e usial fight
paths abso indicatod this)

® nests ATG 30 CAVIEIS om Of Dear the ground,
st rocks snd such, amd are very hand w find (1



ooudda 't find fhem in spwie of the Might patha being
Carly chear)

* thoy have been recondod feeding om 127
species of namive plamts in the farmities
MYRTACEAE, EPACRIDACEAE, FABACEAE,
a5 well s w0 Faokria, Sutarie and Encryplia (|
wis particularty coacerned that they might be
foodimg on Epacris speetan (vommnon beath)
which b 1 mrach (avoured plant of the spsectslle,.
bt | v e yet sen them dolag o, and the
(relatively fow ) plares | mapectod showed ma sigis
of punctures

Ax a postacripn, om June 34 | saw aml heand »
very largs tumnible boe out sed sbout im apite of e
cohd weather

Bumblebees: their invasion and
impact

by Andrew Hingston

(hngstonitutas edu.au)

The Futimesn bumhlcbee (Fambws Acrewrmin)
became establishid in Hobart m early 19921t
spread rapidly imo seroesdng natre vepatation,
and noross the weddorn half of the state. They
appear 10 have sproad from fHobert it the central
north of the Sate v the Woeld Heritage Area.
Thew spread castwards has boen sower. but they
are now established oe the Tasman Peninsola. the
southern pant of the east comst. m Campbell Town
and the Tamar Valley

Hecouw tumbichees (ormge on M cRonmous
variety of itrodoced s native planty, they have
the peeermial 1 alter poliination services sl sced
producten (1 many species. OF particular concemm
i the poaential for bumblobecs (o ethance seed set
in exinting weeds, and other unroduced plants that
are specialived for bumblebos pollinateom My
specaes of bunitieher - pollinatod planty are serious
weods in tomperme regiom of the world where
bumbleboes occur, but have not heoome serioms
probiems in Asstralia in the absence of hermde-
Booy These inchude Impatiens plandfulifira
(Himalayan bahum), Rhododendm panticns,
Dvgasates parperen {fonghove), Cedranells
comarsennis (halm of Gilead), Acomeioy modls
{Boars Peoochion ), and ssnerous speces of
Sodumwm (raghtshades) | Bave slso notived
Agapanshes spreadng vin soods 000 mative
vegetation sround |Hobart, whsch # hadn t done
previousty. Dy commmon gwrden plarg produces
large numbers of seeds and is very atieactivg to

ramihlebecs. which make regular contact with the
sethors and stigmas. The other major vinitor to the
et s flowers, the honey boe, i1 40 wesll 1o
contact arthers and stagnas on 2 regelar basis
This raises the poasibility that bumbichoon are
eohancing seod set In Apapunihng, causing 4w
beccene invasive In costras, other mtroduced
plants that are sdapeed 30 pollamation by large bees.
such as the Fabacese {(gorse, beooms, trog lupim,
wee lucerne otc | may not moreas sced production
hevause of bumblebee pollimation because they are
already polteated cffcctively by honcybess.

The propensaty for bumblebeos o visit s many
specien of plants abo mises the possibibity that they
2y compening with other animals s sectar and
pollen. Bumbrlcdees sre particalarty antracted 10
Iirdpotlinated plants because of Ihe large
quastitivs of nectar they produce and, in resporme
10 Jim Humer 's eoapiry (thin issuck. bumbichess
Bate e 1 the ubalar corollas of fpsacris
svmpwanr i well ae thome of Fichea spocies to
obtain sectar Jim Hunter s ohservations suggest
that they displaced spnchills from fuchsas. We
have ale found thst when the weather 1 too codd
for honcvheos W foeage. bumbleboes we capable of
priventing nectar accumsalatiog i the flowess of
Excadypons ovats, reducing food availability for
nectar-feeding beds including the endangered rwift
parret. In sdilitsn, the capacity for bumblchees to
forage carbver m the moming than honeyboes,
renttlts s tectar of £ owine bemg deplicted earfier
o the day Im anciber study. we slso found
wvadencs of bumbleboes dupéacing native bees
from the Nlowers of the native pea Clompiclafinm

I would be very intermed o heav of peoplc’s
vbagry atiomn of bumbicboes m she north of the
mate, in relatson (o their imanion and impact.

Further reading v

Himgaton AB and Mallick 8A (2001) Are
imrodoced social boox & thrual 1o the endangered
wwift parrot” Proceedings of the Bieds Aastralia
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Hobart Tasmanta Australia, 31 Mey 2003
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Corbett §, Foston 1, Anderson R, Plowman
Mamling P, Jerkin M, Matssi K, Bonham K1,
Tkl M, Mt usllses PI, Yaxbey 8 Red T,
Storey D, Pocle 1, Malick SA, Fitegerahd N,
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M, Murgan J, Broon S, Gstes 8. Bamich M and
Diesmuarchelier IM (2002) Extont of mnvamion of
Tasmaman native vegetahon by the exots bamibichoe
Bombws torrevivls (Apoades Aputa) Austzal Ecology
17 is72

Hingston AB sad McOuitlan FE (1995) Docs the
recently stroduced bumbichoe Sombur levreamras
{ Apidas) Wesaten Australian ecorystems ? Australion
Joursal of Ecudogy 21 539.549

Himgston AB sed MoOQuatian P9 (19998 ) Nectar
robing in Epacrts impresne ( Epacridacono) by the
recently intraduced bamitdebee Sombuy ternesris
TApedat) in Tamemtis The Victorian Naturabot 115
Lin-11%

Fangston AR snd MoCOQusllan P CH9) Displaces

(Linnaews, 1758) (Hymenmptera’ Apidaes Australian
Mournal of Zoology 47 59-6%

Cllsson M, Shine R and Ba'K-Clison E (3000)
Leeards an o plant’s Tored belp'. enting podiinaton in
and yeeds ont. Biologicnl Jourmal of the Linnean
Seclery 71191202

Stout JC, Kelle AR and Goulson D (2002}
Pollinasion of the invasive guotic sheub Lagines
@rhorens | Fabacoss) by introdeced bees in Tasmama.
Inologesl Comervation 100 423434

Predators and Prey - who do you
barrack for?

By Sarah Lioyd

I the Matest edition of (he Estuary News (2003) »
sory entitied “ The maghty Quoll” canght iy eye
AL thewr Tris farm property near Cradle Mowngan,
Johe (Wilsow) and Peter (Simy) recently wimessed a
yowng bl gronem piger-guoll dackie @ fuily grows
pademelon atour 5 teses 10s se2e. The podemelon
excuped bl wins immiediatedy browghr down 10 the
prownd apa by 1he frarless huie predaror wha
clumg fant an they tumbled adout on the ground.
Suddenly the vcwm seruppled fee once move amd
Aed aff into the 1orub watk the maghty inttle guall in
hot purmwie”

The langsage wod o the report strongly sagzess
that the author s syoputhy wis with the quoll. Was
this because of its underdog (underguoll ) status - at
Sesest an berer of wiee” Was 11115 sheer persbstience” I
was, after all, doing what & prodatory carnivoee »
preprogrmnmed 10 do. Or wis it snply that tere i 2
sarplus of padetncions aml & declining guoll

poplation’ Whatever the resaon, it prompled me &
thank about my own eenotaonal responscs when
ooolromed wath peodaton peey Wilezactions

Tk shinka, for exampiy. Lika many people in
suburtan or country Twsrania we sthare oue home
with many Tasmanian droc skinks N weasowcus
prefioaus ) As spong approachis munerius shiks
vebure out Brom the cracks and orevices in the rook
walls %o resume Shair position on the window ull m
readiness 10 Cagrere B Mow s which ure s
stamulatod by (he warmmng Kmperasnoos and
repextodly collide wah the glass Some shaoks adopt &
“Toe h vl stewtegy and caly Jump when a fly cones
close enough 10 strike, oihers sdopt the “rum fast and
leap™ spproach racing dack and futh helow the
window 1o hot peesuit of ther pray. | an yet to
dcterming whech 1 the more suceesalbl tactss, homever
| wvarably harrach for the skink aed oud chewrs are
heard whescver here w a successful capture! | pever
harmachk for the blowdly

In 0t sermply o desire Lo hack @ wasnes that elicits this
response’! Well, oot always

Thore was the time when | witnessed o shink of the
aboromantionad species going headfirt down the
throat of & white-lipped ssake (Orysdalia
covimndes ). On that occasiom my imimediate
nctination wiss bo gu asd rescue the helploss shik.
But s was a completedy unrcaonatle reaction given
hat white-lipped snakes ate spectalist prodaties Sat
food exclusively on & det uf shinka Fortunaiety good
Judgernont ot the better of me, and | lon msture take
ity course and just thought about bow privebeged [ an
10 Hive I o place whirs | can witness mach sartursl
cvents from the condont of my kncken

And when & Dushy Robin devossrcd o shank | had
no desare o iterfere, bt initesd watched with
dotached indoroat ws this enestly msectivorous bird
demummtrmied that ot (Nhe many other anasals ) has
apportunistic bendencien when it comes to fading &
meal

| will sdimat 50 a sofl apot Sor skinka, amd confeom W
betng (i more tolormet of these eodearng reptifes than
| am of blowflies For sstance. when freshly made
bread i placed on the bench 80 cood and the rendent
skink clambery atop the loaf 10 absarb its warmth, |
wimiply deush it of with wberast amuscmont. Blow(lies
e weated with neithes solerance noc somsement. OF
course, | bave probably beon sdlucoced 1o sume ewent
by e propagands of the houschold mecticide
compantes, and regand blowilies as daty snd discase
carrying - but 2% very unideely that the shask wiped
its fost heforo macanding the loef.

| have witnessed other prodatocy acts, some of



which chicit an emnotenal fesponse, while uthery
pust evoke quict mienest |weo incadenes
uwrpndiasely speing o mind

1 omox watched & Cirey Shohosthnesh fy off with
a bt full of Sugerh Faarysaren. It had btle chance
of socuom an | s with arms wevesg shouting “ g
avway, you nasty bind” {ow words to St effist - nint
printabis here ) wonil the fairy-ween was released.
Thw tthor momorsdre occation wim when & very
Large ey mooke (Vovechus arer) was hoading
towards the sory cxposed oot of 2 Dusdy ltobm
[he anske wes about as perturbed by my shouting
woul throwing stones e was by the paahictse
atsernpt 40 divert Ba atteraion hy 2 parest bl with
1ts “tvoken wing” st and datresmed calling The
stuhe suocooded n wnallleg the cpp.

A slar incident occured shortly after, bat thi
time Sersted Pardalotes were the tagee athes
than a futsle atsempn 10 drvent the snake, | humed
iy atsermion W the sound the agaated pardalote
was omatting s the laege reptile approsched its
Brroonl. The soumd was 2 loud alenont shectmc
notse, ot wedid that eoittod by the spratd
Dushy Robes o fow weeks earber and Clearty 4
thstress call o and 1 were both mitracsed 1n
nvestigaie, s was the reident dog, Lusg.

1% st amly pradinon peey relatiombsps that s
gresting to ponder. There are sime smvals with
which Fm happy t0 share the bouse, Al othen
tha are quickly evicted

| have & pertacudir lhing Sor sets — but not wll
wres! Semall black smeify ones are not tolersted in
A kitchen, bul laege black ones of the getan
Polvracks ave. Shghthy smaller tan jack jumpers
(Ayrmwcsa 1 ) bt without the pessfil sting,
these Podirachis probebly nest s our ossling and
during Sheir poctmal wandermg ey e
unfortunasely drowned wn he dregs of hume-emde
toetsatn pichle, orange marealnde or olher swest
Baaidds For which they bave & panicular findoess,
1 they are lanly m retarning o their et befirs
Munirsse, they sdopt s mteresting postire, curling
their gascr under thew body 0 that even without 8
gl ing ghans their hesstifully spiny petioke - a
hey feature oof this genus - can he soen

Frogs are abs Wlerstal Brown e fog
(Ledoriq ewengat) are ollen Soued i our bathroom,
and o one occasion recently [wm accomganiod in
the shower by both a treo frog smd & casary winn
(Croaplang sugess ) | was mtigued b soc (f the
trog woukd cat the wonm, of ¥ivy verss - nefher
happened Thes was probaily bocause mont frop
Bocate their pewy by wght with movergnd beieg o

Lactor m detormmemng whether an fos i indoed food
The yelhonw Matwinse's mvensest was so show as 4 be
almast impercoptie, st 11y brght cokamng, like w
meanry beyghit colours m the animal workl, peobably
Sorves &S 4 warming W potential prodaton that ms body
15 possibly covered i a foul tasting sed or fuvss
sabmbance The diet of yellow flatworms, on the other
Band, does oot inchude frog, bt comsts mamby of
carthwora, shugs and cocasaonally camon

Rats wod mice are anwokome sintons, it s
wideas @y ‘re nadive swamp eats (R detreodns )
Fllack rats (Rots rames ) aec shnost indetingsishable
in i fichd - e mest usefal identifyang Seature being
the length o thesr tml, which ts considerably shorter i
the ywamg rat Bt deapite thes similar appearance.
W 1 are mnoely oderated (dependimg. of coure,
oo whal percontage uf ihe carrod crop they have
consemed 0 She CurTom growang sodson, i which cas
their habital s dostroyed) whele introduced rats ane
diponod of ma guach iy a8 possible

A & naisstaling it m perhiage dessabic 1 by s
ofyective da poseile when obscrving natire Hul even
Ihe pre-comment sod segnably most (amows ratiralis
il all times. Charkes Diarwin, wis sof intemme from
emotional reponses when observing peedator prey
mternctions, although it showkd be moted Bt he soon
shifts hin intesest Stom obwervation 1 soentsfic

experinent

He tecalls watching 3 lange wasp cuughe i a web ol
2 wmall spider, which “1sest perscveringly continucd Ly
ertangle the body, aed especially the wings, of iy
prey” M contiousy

“Puping the wasp, @ler aleing it (o rrugple for
more than an Mo, [ kailed it and pod 8 Dack it the
wed The spuler soun remarmed. and an hour
safherwaavile | wars msck mrpvriaesd to find ot with dy
Jorwd duried in the onfice, trough which the sing i
pronrisled By the Jwng wirp, | drave the yuider
wwdy D oF theee ey, bal Jor thee next twenty-four
Moz s | udwaayy frmd o agann suvkiag @ Ihe s
mace ~

Retorawo.

Darwes, C(1957) The Vovags of the Beagle
Marshall Cavendish Lid London. ( Facsnule
reprodection of the 1903 odeion publubed by Joho
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Blue Gum Survey - Dr Stephen Mallick

| m curemly working oo Ow swil parrot with the
Nature Comervation Branch in Hobart We we
merestend in the ok plased by Blue gums in
sortheant Tasmmania ae 2 food sorce for swift parmots
Crver the Jast e yeans we have hoon Yollowing the
(Sowring paticrn of Whae gums in southeast Tas but
have mo trifisrmnation on fomerieg patseras i the
noriwest.

To gather this inifistsnation, | am sesting v 3
dntabese of ctuervers wha spersd tame in the torth.
wast s mry ely o notsce Mue gams fowerng
The Mdea is 10 got obmarvers 1 spgdy § Cnalie scalie s
Soscrie NW Bluc-guim Mowermg The scale that ks
heen used for K plodwlvs m he ST oner the years s
2 5 soore seale hasod anound & comparsen of
Tlpwering with the “mavimem’ lowering osbie
Qmestinn

Was fhowering of bue g i the nocth west this

spong’

) very Hght - 1 *val mackmum

1 lighet 1105008 maximem

2 wodermie 112590l masinsum

4 very heavy SO0l masinman

The sden w it the idserver kheepm s mind the
blue-gum flowermg as Sey drive of walk around the
NW arces where Mac-gums occur (mainly 5 km
From oaet. | aunceston 1 Smithion | Obw by the
Nuoworing mas vaey from place 1o place. but what we
are iferestod i s a gomeral index i the whole NW
area I the observer can keep somw notes abosd
where they sce Mowerimg, evon hetter Hut in the ond
1t s the singde fignre index wo are afler

Tor bo on obeerver, it help o have a good idex of
what & Moe-gum looks like This can be hardor thas
sounds, a0 Eacalpus miterns looks very similar o o
Tise o, but has mewscnle lowers and alimost
ooctar To provide » eseaningtil scoee foe the blne waun
lowering for = yoar. whiat is idest are people who have
sperdt sewmee vears an the NW ares. hanve motosd (e
Wlue gum {lowetmg uver thess yeare, and an pive 2
relative vahee fir flowening in & partculae yeat

| woader any of the Field Naturabedx may be ablo to
wwsat e with this endoavour | wonkd very wach
apgreciate anyooe who iy be interested i taking
part to ploase contact me. My ides i o compile o st
ol wilfg obnervery, then in late Ousber ring
everyone and qutz them om towening for the Speng |
Mave s infoemation sheot which details all e above
which | cam send tm W aryone storesed.

In the hope thart you may be abie W aseesd

Phone (2) 62 11 670)
Newhaven, a place for Dreams

by Jim Nelson

I Augnst this vear, CNPN memibon Tomy. Allison,
ek and | vissed Nowhaven Heserve in the NT The
reseree i A Tormer 630 000 ha cattle station. and Hinds
Austrabia hosght the beasc S0 coenerse this sensitive
srea with ity mas significant netural vabaes For
inmance, thon: are frve species of tirds wisch are
natvorally threatesed. and 19 bird specion which e
threatened in one or mire i inlasd Stees

Ouir visit wans estremcly fascinating, bul st
disturbing | will hightight somne of the wonderful
sidues before comumentmg on Sw buge Mansgoement
problem facing Newhaven o the flare

Flewt, it 1 mocossary (o undersgand why this famer
cattle station has msany enguortaet natural vadues
retained o spite of 2 history' of 40 years grazeg
cantle, the land was serwitively managed by the
Copeesck Bmiky, with fow stocking rafes wnd  low wse
of fire e o manmgernent 1001, Atout 25 por comt of B
riperty b mever boen graend by cattle, st the other
7% per cent has only been ligely stockad, with a ress
that mch of the lahitat has rocorved relatively low
impact compared 10 miruunde (aod

he Night Parrot (Pezuporus oceidentulre) was
thought extinct until o road-killed spocimen wan found
i Qocersland in 1990 Mt proferred habitat o
probahly chemopeod strublands and soeding runifis
coowminiteen In 1996 a pair of Night Panots lendod 3
mactres froms Irsmed chscrvers at Newhaven The maun




threans 80 e spocion are prohably prodution by
hglunl‘cuo.mldﬂnulmmﬁn

Newhaves adjoms Aborigonl Frectold land on
ol mdes 1t contaums wx recoeded o registered
sacred sites The Rand 0 the Nerth, South and West
has never heen stocked while the property (o the
East was, until recontly, abio a caitle station The
Newhaven Siation w a grazing loass now held by
Frds Australia, and the property ownersdup
remains with the NT. As such. the Ahariginal
comvmastics have Bee access 1o the land W arry
out tredaional pursents

Toen major vegetmtion conurunities bave beem
sdortified on Newhaven Mot wre erther e
prosend o ooy pocerdy represetdod in reserves in
the Nocthorn Tomaory

There are 12 hores, two of which have o yeae-
round sspply of water sutahic for faman
commempeion The others provide water for birds
and various wilkdidfe. Several relios of the paston!
wra, nchading the galvamsed iron bomestead arv %0
be conserved Tinds Anstrabia s cuerently Jooking
10 raine the funds to provide 2 house far the
Masager The curment Work Manager foemerty ran
u cattle siation i WA,

There s & shortderm volustocr Ranger who
hadhs froe Bridpon, Tasmassa (% Codahan) aod
flacts like she has hoen thrown wto the desp end of
the poal with iatle s the way of guidelines We
tried 1o give her soene sepport 1n wirksng out what
she could actieve, and bow the drafl managomen
plan applied to her role. Most of the daily
managorment docisions are made by the Work
Mansger In phooe cooltation with Pinds
Australa.

We were diturbod by iamerous matagsmrent
peubilerns st Newhaven that are damaging to the
ratursd values, are oot appeopriale b a
comenatiun resenve, are poorly theaght out, are
ot upported by scsence or do nat follow e
irenfions of the nesarve 2 st out i the Draft
Manggement Plan. Apparsily there it now 2 now
Management Plan, and perdups some arcm have

Soen akirossed | ook forward 10 sceing

e mout disturbing thang 10 Our eyes Wi the
recont high freguency of fire on the resenve Soos of
this has come about by dedsbermte burming by people
ot assoctated with the statem, whibe some of it i the
result of reduction burss try (ng 8 reeet the statod
“Nutsher Ume Management Prionity”™ 1 protect the
human and efrastiuctine sssess

Fire ts & vary vaxed peoblens in Austrabis. However,
i the NT there scemm 10 be no angumsent sboul it H s
simply used shmost everywhere and as often as
possihie. [t w toused 3x part of the matural wology, sad
i Jong himory of use i poimed (o = the peoper way
10 Inmrage the country As everywhere, # (nvouns the
survival of someo specics # the expense of others. For
Puter gasherers, and grazers, # peomotes & greon pick
i the species they flavour, and keeps plants sach aa
the varima spociex of spinttiex wader coateal

Unfortesatety. & number of sumsals nood mature
spendies of 20 years or more to theive. Newbaven i 2
place where you cin find soch mature commuesdics
hecuuse af the bow fire frequency. But spinifies & also
very fire prone, and the fire suthorition were adviseg
the mamager whele wo were thers that buming was
long everdue on the property, and control buming
neoded to take place We entered et the dncumsions
potmting oot that the property was niw bomg maseged

foe & completely different purpose than anywhere che,
and (hat burming shoudd only ke place where propet
scicmilic chwervations could bo cartied (it s 10 what
ocours there before and after fire Oherwise et 1 8
damger of datroying e values Sir which the propoty
was purchased The day we left they were haming
some of U cdder spinites commmnities along the rid
which the fire authority had iemtified as hugh rsk.
When the guestion 1 asked as to wiry Newhaven
Pas wach 1 range of drverso values, part of the answer
will aimost cortalnly he decause of fow fire frequescy,
Since e place bs now 3 Nataral History Station rather
than & Catle Station, sne wiosld expoct the Saghot
priceity be given 10 sciantedic sudies and careful fire



reanagessernt 1atber thas “wradnosal sbine” nereng

There i » great deal of lip service paid b the
Ahorginad commmumihes 3 Saning # preal deal of
haowladys of thre Flowever, huster gathening seems %
have progressed 40 puns and foer whed drive vehicles
these days, va | wonder if e mamapeoent w w0l samed
ot focaly mm # caefil. radthomal imemna” | confins
Ipaonance, sl wonld love the epportumsty o find ow
mars sl view Be rewdt

COmee il the earty purchoses by Hinds Australia wan 2
" pol grader 0 e aMe o make fire hreaka and fight fires
The tnamager han boen quite ey wilh the prader, creasng
= uply, growing netwonk of fire bevabo radumag o from
e hoawstend sroa | dom 't bebieve trers s smny pla for
whers Bese fircheeaks shoudd ocor, nor amy s & W
whers Sore may be seritive vegetstim where
“deprading” Shodidn 1 take place The hidoows scan from
o grader an mesch muve diturbing and losger lishing fhan
Sarned wens, sod distract comsdershly froms thes natursl
s

(e of M priowities o the draft management plan
vhentifiod & sedar power vyt b be stalled i 2001
Inwhasd, 8 devel pororaton was mwialled W re the
dectncal spplissces m e “Emgan” (housiny fiv e
ramager and the rangor ). The pemereor starsed ot 3 every
toming, snd &d an aflcmeon sl which lasted st 10
of mght It wor Joud and obnovions, sl dda T ine any
wiorage vyviese. 11 win cleaely heard an the designated
canpgrmmd snd was hatisd by sveryeme The wdar e
wisiom i sagerdy swaied bt no oo knows when # will

ppear

The "drmpas” are tlesmponaey hisesing whech are Stally
ot of place st Nrwhavew We o sy s & the ranpes
thst the (A homestesd would have been more
comnfoetable | lmever, S Masaper is swaiting loe house
fo e bl 00 Nis wifle cm comee oet bo be with Bim |
sugpested that an ccologizally stable houss (vuch o
rarsniad oarth) wosdd be 10 onder fix 2 comenvation
peserve, but be had sormetnrg more cooventionsl in sund
T wuggoniead that & viniom fior Newhaven might be 3o crome
and ecclogicatly sestainable stabon that cosld serve @ an
exatple of hving o hannomy with the emviromment [hs
oo (1 falt) noen ax x bench of comuarvatumsl nomsesne,
wnul what was seeded wan the quichest profah povnbie.
presumably regeinng s conditiming rafer fuan pene
couling. The mansger confidod that he didn 't kaow
anything sbout comseryation

The stason ohniownly sceds o Manages whe can hesp
B boges working, the fractor emd grades s onder, the
bovmnddacy fimoes repairal, sod S fisr beadhs martaned
Himvaver, ineeseeing (e work shoddd be 8 Comservation
Manager who o g that all works are in heepung
wilh e stacd purpene of & ssnservation mserve. 1t

evhabily salibah that thedh Awstrsfia can fnd siemeone
who combises Sheve shills, and ot iv Wiee umdiboly Thae
They o affind hwo Managees eves though @ appesrs 0
b mecded.

Thent there 4 fhe losue of pest spocies. There e a few
fonen and Sate of feral cate wm the slatim. The Masager
wan fodd he wow sud allowad o Save # rifle ot Newhaven
hocaine it was et i heopitg Wil 3 Commenmtion
reserve. I pest apocion are mol 10 b vhot. thew other
anagttnd fools need o be sought

There aee o8l 2 fow e rumming Wi, bt 3 mach
hagger peobiem is o lape camel population which
produbly in Sw Mindrols sl Sabdles cvery X yean The
Manager has 5 scheme for sounding Sere up and rcking
hemn bo mahet. Camel mest s highly prized in the N1
Whether Ml Austraba will sancton thal autirgeiss
yof br be dotwrmined, The comcle do 4 lot of dsnage 1
vegetativn, and thar nombors will sardy Seve b be
controfied stehow. Pevhaps they can provide wow
roverss 18 e prose

I fact, what (s lacking of Newhwven is o Dusiness
PMan spelling out just how the place i gotng 8 make & go
of i1 With the 130 Kk dint track . plus abowt 4 hosns
down the Tartami trach Gom Alce, @ i usdibcly 1
teverve droves of campens enger b carop w the rod Al
and showeor ot the hers, whsle betng serenaded by the
dulcet s of » groeraior Asd ot $7 0 might they weuld
nood uden il vshurs b make 3 go of &

Newhaven is suncunded by Aboagnal land, sl
spparently rcdaftom with e theee diffirom loced
langusge groups are not o that good. Exactly why
wan ! apelled out, bt | ooticed little memmon of the
Abomgmal seighboury in the Deaft Managossent Plan
olter than conaulling B 1o sesidl with danurg A
Tussness Plan for Newhaven maght comide how (he
Comervason lleserve and the sommurnites could work
togedier 1o bring needed mones e fe area Wik
Tilmeuth Well 130 & away, the neasest petrnl and
wupplies are o the nsarby Aboriginal comsmanity store
whout ) K further aling the track. [t socma likely s
conmmunty would be imerestsd in tharing s buutee.
and maght alvo he able o provale ecndounnm opporaas-
ses for Newhaven vessers. Thetw sy miany ssicoestng
places on Newhuven which are special % B¢ Aboripmal
poupde. and they could privwde misrestg inlerpretation.
A long tangs plan nght be how to ogasise Newhneo
Heservee tn evemtually S owoed In Se origind ownees -
Ul wealy sets the crample. Bot Binds Auexalis mn't
g 0 be able 10 ongaiee v dhisgs S a aity Sl
macogereent of s Noactve

The socient landacape af Newhaves estorn ome
imagingson a4 4 place of grest beaisty with 3 prossise of
ecologhenl wamtamabulite | woder if It con he



Members’

Earth stars creamy softnese nest in
dogwood mulch,

Neaarby, Wolf's farts gather at myrtle
bolee,

Jelly fungl tremble narnvously as we
otroll past,
While Dead Mane fingers stolidly sit
branch-faet,

Witchee butter elides down

towarde the
Chocolate-brown Earth's tonguas whose
delicate fingare lick upwards

Close by Horsehaire etretch to light...

by Alison Moore

(These wondrous living organisms were
under close inspection and a sericas
photographic onslaught by twelve or o
FLAG ers first outing to see fungi in the
hwer reaches of Meander Falls Reserve
on the last Saturdry in June, Coloury,
shapes and textures 50 vured that cach
fresh foctstep brought calls of “Have s
Took at this!™ *Wow, what's this™,
Sarah’s explanations were digested and
memorised untl the next specimen of
these fascinsting onganisms was
dscovered o minute Iater. We VERY
SLOWLY perumbulated sround a soft
ferny streamside track crowded with
Dianella trmmanica clumps, numerous
Libertia puichella, (Pretty Cirass Flag Irly)
and wet, drippung lichen-encrusted
Pomaderris apetala and Nothofagus
cunminghami

A teerific introduction 1o some of the
fungi family, Thank you Sarah and soc
YOu next time. )

Alison and Angus.

Poetic

Collecting Fungi
old loge-
th froge and beetles,
m of tima on your hands and knaes
Wading in bogs untl your toes freezs,

Trip on a root and wmblc right down
To the bottom of the hill

And there it le - What a theilll

At last it i found - Secotium
fragariosum|

Then a voice from above call out loud
and clear -

'lothlomtyounmbokwm
There's one up here-*

by Healen Joneo
Lord Howe lsland
7/6/2003




Observations

Fossil Bluff

Ona after whom nobody whistles, at
Fossll Bluff | stood quite glum,

Who'll “aaah”™ and hammaear ma with
chisele out of the rocks in daye to
come?

Who'll stroka my rellef with tender
fing 7 |dentify

my family, my species, gender? and
who | was in times gone by?

Fluh( Earth, @ §ft, then fold,
There's apill and fill and great
com

Revared weathered rocks - so
old...reminders of my own erosion..,

| travellad asone for a minute — the
brachiopodian, clamish zone.

Tha world of fosslis with us In 15, and
found

The heartbeats In the stona,

by Carla

Flat-Rock Rock

Foursome on a fiat, hot rock

our slow Blaod stirs,

~Therg's warmth in numbars-
Falisaded with lowers and thorne,
A hieroglyph of skinke,

by Peter Bamford

Witness

A sudden rustis shocks us
To a stop.

St

Keep still.

Denying us entry to our safe place,
A tigar snake.
Blackar than a crow's foot,

Unhurried,

Serenely poised.

Strikal

S0 rapt with speed and certainty
Nor skink

Nor us can guoﬁ.
The enormity of

Ona life another.
Soundlessly,

We t-hr:arc left, soberad,
Dowered, in opite of ourselves,
with a sense of

The rightnese of things.

by Peter Bamford



