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Murch 2080 Federution Meeting Friday 14,
Saturday 15, & Sunday 16, in Dridport sl the
Bayview Centre, Francis St Comact Ji for info

April 6, Neil Hoffmann's af Reody Mansh
Meet a1 9:30 mm at the Delorssse trainpaek st the
hottom of town near the river to traved sogether A
wander themgh same intersting forwst. and
perhaps an apportunity 1o Mentity an elusive
harrowing crsyfidh. As always, bring & lunch and
carry wet woalher gesr

May 4 10 mm Ast inapection of Joan Filion's
property at Raillom Hopefully, & will be fungi
Time wn the Radgers Ramge Josn will show us her
coverianted areas, and by agreed 10 talk about her
interest s bird's nests. Travel from Railten
1owirds Shellleld on B4 Tums rigt oo Newhed
Rd aod et at 281 We'll choose on S day
where b0 walk, depersling on weather elv

June 1, A inspection of Celin Moese's propermy
3109 Raitton R sear Latobe Moct at 10 am 2t
Samezset Orchid Reserve purking Jot on road 513
{Spreston/Raibon Rd) just & few kilometres south
of Latrobe, We'll raved logether from (here, and
will be Jooking ot rare buahland vilues, marking
any foliow up sites for anchads, and hopefuily
findag Ning 1 add Lo the list of spocies feconded
fiw this svpunarm, covensatad privade fore

Central North Figld Naturalists

Autumn 2003
Munbmhlgg Now Due for 2003
Adults $18 Ns::.ﬁ,':
Families $20 ~cTmtos
Independent Sudents $4 Bierale. 73500
Fossils from December Excursion

Jim Nelson

O cur December excursion to Bogan Oap, we
were amazed by many fosslls lying on top of the
groemd i some areas. | undersook the task of trying te
find cut more about them, and thes wan painfosly
accomphnied by droppag one off at the Queen
Victoria Museum along with the relevam details
regardiog where they were found. The museum
geolopst, Dougles Ewvingion, kindly suppled the
following information:

“The rock type is 8 calareons shstons of lower
Permism age (about 280 mallion yesrs ago) This reck
cuterops widely around the edge of the Wosters Ticrs
botweent Poatinia atid Oreateby BAIT Perbaps the best
ontcrop o ula fond culven on the road from CGolden
Valley to Lifiey, about 4 km SE of the Godden Valley
road idersection on the way W Liffey *

The foasils in the rock looked mt by Dougles wern
ol spenaferid fype brachiopods. Brachiopods are
marine molbed ko animais of the phylum
Brachuopoda, which have s dorsal and ventral seil
hinged like a cham or mussel Some of the fomily were
internad cants where the original shell was slowly
removed by solution = groundwader Two fosalls were
abic 10 be identifiod 10 wpecses level: Marinopsis
oot sed Cirundansa hodartensis

| extend the groups apprecintion 10 Dougles



Quoll takes a fall for & white elephant
by John Hayward

Some peopie 1ok the Resoarce Masagstrent aml
Plassing Appeal Tribunal’s recont phug-pullsg uf the
Meander Dam as evidence that the goversment commained
oo vestipe of integray. B would be nice 1o think so

Through the alchemy of Hydro, Dy dam's
development proposal dascribes something ke
Laseter v Reed. However, the ausessmiont reports m the
mwﬁhhm“w»h

y
xpenvve, makiog @ lkely that only balf the 24K
negalitre (ML) of imgation wirter provided by the dam
would be subwcribed, aknost wholly by the riverade
farms alrwady imgating for mare of less pothing Mot of
thes land, Tike 83% of Il MV agricultural land, is under
pasture, which rasks just shove bitsmen As 4 cont
effective tanget uf irmpation. Soch & use can support &
water price of shout $55 per ML, whach I about a third
of the cost recuvery price neesled even if all the water was
subscribed. Some 7% of the potential imsgation sres
was class 4 medium or woess and mot suitabizs fir
Intzmsive cropping or imigation. Teken Jopether, the
reports partray & bocndoggle.

The docinon which ek the S32 milben propect ( dam
constracton here has experionced cost overnues
sveraging S6%) is & mre nine pages, and worthy of batk
& read and “Yex, Minister”

The ecnbupal gravely comudared the gulf Botween the
$39 milfion bemefit bovanzs promised by the proposs|
and the bem Shan nothing prodictod by am actaary for the
TCT Beth sudes weve very well qualified, they sid, and
hoth did overything right

The wuth, they concluded, mus e somewhors m the
middle, sugpesting thet hoth experts weee sericusly
wrong Though reportodly questioned by one member of
the tribunal, the decmon does not mentson the proposal s
extraordinary paoeity of detail or hard culculations an
Bow these bemefits would be achicved hast how mch
addivonal productivity will result from throwmng
additional water on am area already srrigating in
unknown volumes om ol already getting 2 metre or w
m ren” What enormounly Tucrstive sctivities will be
exablod caly by flooding the area?

Simibarty fuint in both the proposal and decivion are
e mryrind dimastrous impects of river damining cusrenty
besng lamentedd by (he CSTRO and vther scienific hodies
Totally absent s sy coomidenntion of s activity which
will both it up your dem and deprive the catchment of

qu:uxpmdw’qwn
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the quall and Epacriy aff exerna | incroddly, the
povernmatd s SC, Siephen Estcourt, fummally
dechned to aross-examine on sy enviroemsental or
econtmmic ovidence)  The Tribomal declared itself
confounded by the lack of any legistative
guvdelines ax to how 1o wrigh envircamental
ETgacts aganst Uncertamn eoonomic benefle

Why didn't the Tribunal turn its mend to the
fines leviod agains envirommental weeckers o
Tusemttia ( N = 0), Or consider what happened 10
e developed world's most peolific destrover of
habitet and threatened species, Tasmaman forestry,
when it lost its fest and coly RMPAT case on
thryataned specics grounds (it was swittly
exetipasd from threatened spocion legislation) The
Tribunal Galls back on the fact that the
Envirenmental Mansgoment and Polluton
Contrnl Act does, theoretically, provids foe
substamtial fines for sgnifican evirosamental
b That will do, said the dociaion, e dam (s
olf

The docimon leaves the greomes caerying the
can for Mocking Meander Valley's resoning as F)
Darada, while providing the government with the
Lasoeton role of defivering overniding legmslation,
which can onty be slain by the federal Liberal
govermmont s compet:tion policy ruling, whick »
supposed to prevent pork barrel rons.

S0 how &d this scemingly hotly contesed 1wsus
seom 10 go against & government which kas
herstofises shown letle ilerance K¢ separation of
powers.? Maybe it didn"t Nearly all river dama
220 ill-advisd, bt this coc s so exceptionally bad
that ¢ven the Bacon government may have realised
the scandal maght emerge before they wese safely
rotired

The RMPAY Chairman, K AM. Pt (OC) (Tas)
Is cbviousty & man of cerain prsciples. Amongst
those principles are those which forestry comiden
Juat dandy fixr #s Forest Practices Tribesal, to
which they appoared im chasman

My own mensare of Pitt (QC) came Last year,

Beir objection 10 & Privale Timber Reserve in s



rural ressderiad 2ome ot Woegona, where the 20ning
prohibits focestry. The Land Use Planning and
Approvals Act (LUPAA)Y malkes if s offence flr &
councid 50 fadl 10 uphold iy own planning schemw,
penalty $50,000 00

Pitt (QC) refised my spplication with 2 letter
clairmung that the MV had mads ity decision under
the Forest Prisctices Act (FPA), over whach the
RMTAT has no jurisdiction.

1 repliod that councils had no decsnonmekang
power under the FPA, and that, in any case, they had
00 legal methority 10 Sevach LUPAA pursusnt to that
act | added that | was entithed 10 writien reasoms for
i docinion as per the Judicial Review Act

Pt (QC) stuck 1o his gasme: no appeal, no
reasons Ao appeal 10 the Ombudeman saw that
office mimic the response of 8 sartied wombat,
lmaving above ground cely one of the more comical
buresucratic evasions | have come acrom

Many peopie close 10 the case are also coavinced
the govermmen warts the project quietly srangled -
by someane lse — and that recent moves 1o overtide
e RMPAT dectsion are simply & panic response 10
the lowroad but sucoesflal populism esmployed by
the Libw 1t I clear that respect for the motional
imegrity of the plaening system won't play in
Tasmania, given e guality of our media and the
collecuve ntelligenoe of the population. The
noticeable coolsess of Tiasmania's fiederal Liberal
perbamentarians saggests the nowac 18 o that would
be both awkward for thesns 1o kil and embarrassing
1o sanetion Srough any praence of 4 competition

pohicy

Messrwhile the Meander Valley Council tus
decided to do momething they would ragher mot talk
about, allocating » $10,000 slush fund 5o be
dinpensod at the discretson of the Genernl Manajyer
and Mayor. Uniknown to 81 least some of the
councillors, & “communications consuitant”™ has
wiroady boen engagod for purposes to be discloned
only at a closed sessiom of e March meeting, so m
not 40 Jet the details fall into ceftical hands

The Mayor let it drop that e has campaigned for
some years for the dam as & memiber of the Meander
River Resource Management Group. This worthy-
sounding cutfit is sctuslly & sbeidiary of Timber
Comemmties Australia. They have special reson o
appreciate dams. These structares trag e silt from
their activities for decades, while dmcrectly hiding
the otten massive drop in river Sow cruses by

uptake.
Another councillor's flemily stands 10 gain directly
from the dass, whiile she s berself part of the dam

lobby group caed s prospective focpsents of fund
mency. She erthusiastically voted “aye”

As with the locemng war in frag, sobody | know
o work out bow sach an illconoeived ides stays
afioat | mispect sorsie powerful synergy hotween
venality and stupidity

Christmas day at Brushy Lagoon

by Sarash Libyd

Heasty lagoon & & popalar fabing spot 4K west of
our home st Birraloe, but being Christmas we rightly
ussumed that the place would be desertedd Despee iy
clise provimty %0 home e bird fawa is quite
differere. Black Currawongs, foe example, are anly
recorded at home onwe or twice 3 year but are always
heard seen durmg our mfreguest Vst to Brasky
Lagoon.

We were grested by the sound of Swifl Parroes §4
6 haye boent near home since late Augnst bt havo

and & Dusky Woodswallow was vislteg what looke:
like & possible nest site.

A large raft of several hundred water birds, mostty
Extrasian Coots and Fardhesds, was in the midde of
the lagoon. They were gradually approaching bus aft
being stirred up by # passing Swamp Harrier started
congregating on the far side of the waler with & growy
of Black Swans

The harssumem of 8 Forest Raven on the water's
odge by four o five Dusky Woodsmallows scemed 1
indicate that there was soesething worth protecting, b
2 wasn't until we noticed constant activity by the
adults that » mest was detected. 1t was well hidden
betwern a vertical limb and the trusk of 3 umall
cucalypt and flirther concealed by & vertiel dead i
and some shedding hark. At only one poit om the
ground waz some tiesting material visible, and from
there. with the aid of a spatting scope, | was abls (o
observe the dowmy back uf & nestling when an adult
came 8o remove faecal matter.

Menmmahile, we were trying 0 establish jun what
the Swift Parroes were eating Despite the prosence o
many White Gum £, vomnaiis i flower the Swill
Prerots wers spending iners thene in & neartry 5
rosfiwiyd that wis oot fowering, the birds were cleard
1aking sooething - probably Serp - off tee follage.
(Lerp ts prodaced hy Psyllid insccts, Hemiptena) 1t |



& sagary socretion that formes & protective cover over
these sap-sucking usects that sy found m abundancy
on the leaves of sune sucatypes, ) Wastle | et Hon at
the scope %0 deteriming thas | watched & Dushy
Woodiwalli depouil somettung on & rock near the
water's edge. Lpon ohone inspoction | saw that &
doaen or 0 Mhecal wacs had been depouted an thas
noe small rock.

For several bours we waiched the nest as theee or

T mere adults kept v a food supply of various imects -

mostly deagonfTies. Divertod by the sight of Satin
Flycatchers, winch we had been henning o
armiving, i€ was ondy when the sdults changed shists
that | naticed their well-camouflaged net Satin
Flycatshen usually positico thesr nest oo & borizontal
dend fimb 525m above the ground under live
foliags. However, thas 0ne was i 3 vertical dead foek
of n tall, spemdly sapling. very expossd but
beawutifully hidden, its hark strips tighly dossat with
spuders’ web 10 exactly match the colour of the lemd

On n short walk along the sdgs of the water, | wan
startiedd by @ Bustter of wingy and only ceught a hnel’
wirmpse of what | thought was » Latham's supe. |
was hoping Ron head get a better view, tnt 5 Spotted.
tatled Quoll had diveried his gase

We a0 hesrd waw many other specses of hirds m
well as wpnders, arts, [ichors and soene interestng
ground cover plants.

Hy amy standard this was o spectacular fvest
Were # om peivase land, any self-respecting (but
igoorant ) lendowner might replace this *degraded’
Dushy with straight rows of healthy young cucalypts
(As 1 happening in 80 many part of the sate) i
what & wealth of hubitats these “degraded’ trees
provide!

Laughable misconceptions
by Sarsh Lioyd

Vancus Swedish naturaist Carulus Linnacss
(1707-1778), best known for s comritsation s
plarg clasification and b maroduction of e
hinumial system af nomenclataee, believed to his
dying day “that in wimer swallows shept tpon the
bottom of lakes™ Thix belicf (as old ax Arisiotic) was
sipported by some of lus comempararies, but i not
quite 35 hizarre a8 the view of another | 8th cemury
naturalist who was comvinced et swallows wintered
on the moon. (Bla 1971)

Mnconcoptaoos can be abward, mmiming oc
downright dangerous, snd most of us ane probably
guilty of Taving a fow!

[ an Artiese Utied “Wheve are the robes?" by
Journaliet Don Kaowler (Morcury 30/1102) § am
quoted as describing the reasons for the declines =
rohin pepalations in Tesmanis as:

“Probahly many sd varied, the major coo
undoubtedty being habitat Gestruction. The landscage
of Tasmania has changed consderably, especially &
the past 10 years Forestry operatsons have
acockerated, pow reachueg areas that fr many years
have boen insccessible. Housing development on the
perimetar of Jowim and cities alwo leads 1o rmuch land
chearing and s well, e converson of msture forests
10 pluntations (s having aa advene effect”

I & response 10 this article, [ received a Jetter from
RC Ela, a seif-proclaimed “dostor of foresu”,
stating that he oo had witnessed & deciine io small
Dush hirds on hes property on the Tasman Peninsala,
espeoally pardalotes, robins, spunetulls and vaniou
honeyeaterns.

However, he disagreed with my assertion lmking
doclimes to foreatry operations, invlend doclanng tha
“the docling can be mnribaned in large part 1o the
wnwise strodoction of an aggrossive prodatir. 4
predatne as deadlly as the fox, snd which we weudd do
well 10 attempt 10 eradicate ™ Viz the Laughing
Kooksburra
(Decelo

)

For mumy

yanma
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Kookaburm had & rostricsed dianiution at the
time of first settlemnent, being confined 10 the enstern
part of the mamlssd They wore succemfllly
troduced W the soutinaest of Western Australia ;
1897, Taemania in sbout 1905, Kangaroo Istand in
1926 send Flinders Islexd an 1990 10 soethern
Tasmama ansd the soathwent of Western Australia there

were multiple stroductions and now the birds are

widespeead (Hlakers 1984) ¥ was also introduced
into New Zealand and unseccensially 10 Fiji

The reasons flr e introductions are unciear, but



fishes, requiles, inseces and vegetables” were
extremely active m the mineteenth sed twertieth
contury, and some truly bizarmve mtroductions were
undertakon Monkeys, for gxample, wers refcased
neer Hobart in 1920, and the African Secretary
Bhirdd (Sagattaring sevpenturnis) was introduced 1o
South Austrabes snd New South Wales 1o kill
snzkes. (Fox & Adanoon 1979) )t failed to
etablish

Simifarty, it may have boen the Kookaburra's
overstated reputation & a snake kaller that was
partly respometls for iy introduction to Tasmesa
and Westem Australsa. (Legge 2002)

The Athas of Australuan Birds, (Blakers 1984)
states that “about half w diet is inverszhrate,
including inwects, carthrworms and crayfish and the
remainder is reptiles, frogs and cther small
venshrates, Mere exterwive studies of ita kfestyle
have boen undertaken by Bob Green (1988)
Veronica Parry {1570) sod more recently, by Saersh
Legge (2002)

1n & study tithed “Food and feeding of the
Laughing Kookaburra sed Tawny Frogmosth m
Tasmaesa” (Green ot al 1985) the suthon
exanuned the gut contents of | 5 Kookaburras and
15 Tawny Frogmouthe (Podargns strigoddes). In
the Kookahurras they found no bird retmains
whatsoever, tnstead finding mostly invenshrates,
mainly boetiot, two small mammals, o Litlle
Pygny Possum (Cervarteses lepvaiur) and 2 house
mouse (\ws muzcuincy, theoe roptiles and & flug.

The gut contents of the 15 Tawany Frogmouths
wxamined during the shudy consisted of medium 1o
large invertehentzs mad one frog. However, o
another cocason & study of the gut conients of 8
mngle road ksfled Frogmouth revealed that it had
gorged melf oo Brown Tree frogs (Litoria ewingli)
which on a wet night were active in large numbers
croming the highwey

Gireen draws mseresting cumparisoms berwoen
the two Brde. They are & vimilar wze, waight aed
colour, und have & similar method of bunting, Hoth
will waich frum a perch hefiore swooping o the
ground 10 captye therr prey, with te besis their
main wol of offence and defense rather than ther
relatively shoet fogs and weeh feet Floth binly
cxploit & silar loeding siche, bt the Kookaburra
Operates m the Saytime whele the Frogmoth 15
nocturnal

Hix conchusion i that “the handsome

hangfisher” is besng wrongly persccuted and therg 1
Titthe evidenoe 10 sapport the view that the Kookaburra
in responsible for declines i vmall hird populations.
Parry's observations and liesature reviews support
Geeen's findings, as does Lagge"s research. Logge was
Toun 80 “patt things im0 perapscaive’ by sating that her
studies near Canberrs hava reveuled that the
Kookaburra's diet is tmadé up of just 0.3% of

hesthengy.

Cireen and Parry both make the point (het
Kookaburms are large and not adept s manocuTing
theough the forest sftor small binds. Given this fact, it
W Guity absurd 10 attribute dechmes in small cancpy
dwelling species like Pardalvtes to Kookaburras
Kookahurras don't operate in the canopy, nar would
they have the sligsest chance of kang eggs o chicks
from the sesting hollows of these tiny hinds.

King lsland s an interoding case i pownt. 1 recently
conductod anguably the most comprebensive sunveys
of forest hirds em bath private and public land on the
nland sinoe Eurcpean ssttiement. Adhough the
endenc Disicy Koo @ in good nuambers, the same
couldnt be said of the oeher two oxtant rotim. The
Pink Robin was'Y soert st all durieg my surveys and
the Flame Robin was seen on ooy sts of the 20 sitey
surveved. Other birds such s Strated and Spotied
Pardalotes, Black-boaded Honeyeaters, s Satin
Fheatchens wers also in very Jow numbess and the
Emtern Spincbill & now conmidered extinct. While
fovestry lan't  big lssue there - neither are
Kookaburras - there are NO KOOKABURRAS on
King Inand!

My concimson is thart the most Wely explanstion
for the Socline in birdy 0n the ivland ~ as In the rest of
the world - is because of the destruction of their
Babitmt. Habttat destruction for fovesery, sgricuiture o
bousing developanent it continuing af & ragod rme and
S i Bving an cnocmou IMpact on our unique bl
.

Clearing and baming of the understorey flarther
degrades the bush that temattm, or It i becoming
fragmenned, leaving isolated patches that are too small
10 suppoet vishle bird I

There have only been Svoe occannns when | have
watched a feeding Kockaburra. The first left me i no
doubx that thae bird ix indead 8 manber of S
kingflaher family, as | watched & dive repeatadly weo »
smail dam, presumabdy to take tadpoles.

Onm the second occasion | vess surveying birds ot the
York Stroet Reserve in Wymyard | missed the actusl
Gyrure, but wasched & B¢ Noukatunra swalliwed a
large frog (probably a Baryn frog Lymmodywasier
ahwmorsir) affer badharg it agnimt o hranch il i1 was



dead

he other occanion was st Lake Mournpadl in
the Hartah Kufiing National Park in northem
Victoria. This tiree the prey was 2 large rubber
band (Mrefchyy coeulaniug), When from a pictic
table at which | was sitting. This was also bashed
with merciless ferocity against s beanch, and s
with the frog, swaliowed whole ~ aibeit with &
litthe moee Sifficalty 1 was left 1o wonder at the
damage such an object might do 10 the gut of the
bird, but presumably the rubber band came out
unscathed!

| have asked follow bird watchers for ther
ubservations of the cullnary preferences of
kookaborras Most haven't cbeervad them taking
birds, although one person Wid me that Shey have
taken the odd gnldiinch nesting it 2 hodgerow. The
st armaning anecdote was of 4 Keokahurrs
taking a sparrow at Tarongs Park Zoo = Sydney
Scmtierod cruseitn were miracting severnl binds
including Sacred i (Mhreskiornls aethiopica)
and sparrows (Passer domesticus ). One Sacred Ihia
decided that a pesky sparmow wouldd be 2 more
satufactory eaeal than the besadcrutribe, bt afler n
tried severnl tises 1o swallow it whole, 8
Kockaburm ywooped from & nearhy perch o
snuatchod the i froms ot of it 81! (Ashby pers
coem)

The “doctor” is not entarely ssinformed,
however, s he reises the important imsue of tree
boliows. While the Kookaburea is having very
litthe ittpract on sl bird popudations, there are
some senous concerms sbout it and other
introduced species with regards 5o the availabiliy
of nestieg bollows

Heldow bearing troes ane an impoctant feture of
the eucalypt forests and woodlends that occur
{hroughout fhe state and are crucial for the survival
of mwach of our native wildlife. Both vertcbeates
and imvershrates use hollows for shelter, feeding,
pesting, rearing of young, and regulation of
sempersmure. They can also provide a valuabie
source of free water for mammals The des sites
used by Sugar gliders (Petsurns breviceps ), for
exnnpds, are ofien sssccisted with water
(Clibbons)

loging dansage ur hoes barod by insects. The
hearrwood Is flarther excavated by the acties of
fung: and invertchentes, typically termites and
Deethen, asintodd in somme cases by the action o firg,

wind, s other animaly such & cockatoos and

partoes

Tucalypts take Fom 120+150 years 1o form hollows
muitahie for small species such ae Straled Pardalotes,
Eastors Pygmy Possuma (Cervartens nanur), Little
Pypmy Possams and hats, asd & further 100 or maore
years for larger animals bke Sulphurcrested
Cochatoos {Cocatva galeritn), Yeliow-ailed Black-
Cockatoos {Calyptorhynchun funera ), Groen Rosella
(Planveereur caledonicas), Eastern Roselles

Frim the time of firs settlemen, tree harvesting
aw e seloctive removal of lange ofd troes for tamber,
femos ponts and flrewood leaving just the young trees
i grow for Sature crope. And curres furesny
operations leave very few matare and over mature
trees. Therefore, hollow-benring troes are becoming
scnrce in foeextod and agriculteral regions and their
loes will memn that the conservation of hollow-
dependon {vana will be an incressingly important
land management issue (Cibbons etc)

The probem of & shortage of wee hutlows 18
exacertatod by & mumber of factors. The Commeo
Frrasbstail Posaum in favoured by cwrent land
management practices and its population has reached
pest Jevels a8 & comequencs. Srongly territorial, thiy
possuts will sperd the day sloeping & a tree cavity of
hallow leg, feeding by night an pasture crogs,
orchards and young plantation trees It has even boen
observed taking both hinde oggs anl chicka (Low)

A further compounding fcior is the increase of both
native and mwoduced hollow nesting specien, nutably
Comumon Starlings (Sturnws wigorts), European bees
(Apis melliers), Limle Corellas (Cacatve
sangumen), Calabs (Covania roseicapyila) and
Austratian Wood Duck (Chenonests subata) that, fike
the Brustiadl Possam have been favoured by carren
{anming practices and have extended their range in

Kangsroo ldand, Tasmaris and other Bas Soait



Isfands are oll depanpermic n irds compared with
the siuthern mainland of Australia with
Taamassa s bird population just 40% of the species
ocowring o the mainlaad (Groen) In some casos,
this is claarly because suitahle habizat doss pot
ocowr, in other cases, theve Arg 50 obwious reasons
(Ford)

T\anmmyﬁml.m«\to

wooded (sland” (Ridpath and Moresu). However,
the feeding miche lefl vacant in Tasmania by the
absence of treecroppers 1 amply filled by some of
our endomic species such as Scrublits ( Acaathoris
magnus), Serong-billed Hooeyraters (AMelitirepins
velidiromis ) and Yellow-throated Honeycaters
(Lichemariomns flavicoilis)

The Kmgftshes (hmily { Alcodedar), 10 which
the kookaburra belongs, does have & representalive
in the stete namely the crtically endamgered Azure
Kingfisher (Alredo azure diemenensis) This
heatiful bird is sadliring from the activities of
preserd day sechimatisation socetios (& k a. the
Injand Fivharies Service) an the most likely reason
for g3 declisse w competition for mnall fish, its
peincipal prey, from the Brown Trout (Mg
trutr). {Camend Crowley) That vorscious fooder
wit firt mtroduced to Tasmanaa in 1864 with
repeated imtroductions contuming senually despric
the knonwlodge that they re baving an eounmoos
rpact on our natlve aquats fruna. Other possble
roasars for the Kingfahens' decioe are the
daterinmtion of (s habital through cleanng along
stream hanks, where i nesta, and ackdic ranodl
from mining tailings derma and loggng, both of
which affoct streams health. (Garmeti& Crowdey)

As well as being depauperste (n specics, islands
are charnctensod by thar high levels of endemc
species and subspecios, and Taarmania s no
excoption. For example, 75 of the 89 land ynadls,
(Bonham pers com ), |14 of the 163 specien of
Caddis flies (Nebolas 1981, 7 of cur |8 reptifes
(Hutchinsom 2001), sad 13 of the 15 species of
Engacss burrowing crayfish in Tesmania are
endemmic ( Nedeon pers com) - that'y what makes

n-yummmwmm
tuorw & “doctor of foresty™ views frestry
opetations.

(Neediess 10 sy, | oroughly dsagreo with his
asertion! Whenever | have visied a clearfelied coupe
there has been very [ietle vegetation Seft standing. The
trees that are still Sere have been Mitzed by fire aloeg
with the remaining loge. branches and rther onganic
pradasoen, inverichrate food and neding materials,
auch as spider webs, hask wirips, grass, mowses and
lchens ¢tc, And 1o add mueh 10 injury, large
aggrowive hinds, notably Ravems, Currawungs and,
yeou, Kookaburras vit sround the edges of the coupes
chezning up the homeleon fauna that mwy have
survived this catestrophe )

Here's what he had 1o sy

“}t s a1 acoepted fact in scologrcal science thas
such (forestry ) operstions, particudarly in natsrnl
forests, increase the variety of habitan avallahis 1o
binde and, S mcresse the vanaty snd numbers of
hirds presesz™,

A scene pecple still belagve thet the earth i flat’
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Ceology Fxcursion a Ripper!
by Jim Nelson

Ofay, | acdmit that | have abweys been & bt
refactan about the study of geology. Woeking in
cermmmicy hus necessitatod that | gain & working
koo lndge of mmecals and some understanding of
clay beddog HBut a0 un sutodiadact mostly through
ety the geology tests have alwayy seemed dry

© o enough to use fir overcoming msomnin. However,

when | reflect back 1o my boring school biology
clanses and lexta, o conciusion can be reached that the
ensenitial ingrediomt csing was & deimemang cap of
Teality — being out in the feld’

Our field wrap m March with Bob Richardson

centainly provided all the ingrodhents 1o make geology

tascinating. Not caly were we out in the field where
we could see the action, we had & very taleniod
Interpreter 1o load us it rending the clues and
explaining the concepty of scule, time and forses

Most of ws were surprised to Jeam that nonthern
Taunania s st a nich source of geolopcal ftures.
Muny of those festures, Hob explained, such as the
beslt columme behind the Burnie Shate Park are
classic examgyies that are little apprecisted by focal
sutharsties, and have almast no peotection from
develapment. Sounds like B Tamie we know

Owr exvarmon led w first 10 Chasm Croek road
cutting, where fulding and faulting of young Pre-
cambrian material was i evidence, and we lsarmed w
read anticlinal amd syncimal folds Then on fo the
Shate Board Park where columu of Tertiary hasalt
formed daring slow cooling There was alwo svidencs
of & later ow of busalt that pushod columms to cno
wde. |bs amazing how easy it is 10 read this kind of
activity afler someutie paints It out

Next we vinited the shore st Cooe where we saw
the rare remaing of igneous intrusiom of Pre-
cambran doleriie squectod detwees Pro-cambouan
sedimenes Thes after hunch ser Fossit Bluff at
Wynyard we viewed fossiliferous sedemants, glacis!
Tilltz sd some amaing and prozling weathering
paserms an rocks. We coudd ook over st Teble Cape
whach 1 the remaing of & volcanic centre.

Al this point | bad to leave, but several enthusians
sontinued on to Ulversione | believe.

On behalf of the group, | would sincerely like 1o
thank Bob for sbowing ws how interesting goology
can be, and what o fantaszic recont of time and
activaly we bave 10 look &t in serthern Tasse | vots
that we shoald et inte more of this geology stuff

Haiku Variations: Frogs Gulore

by Peter Hamford
Softly, at moth-ti
Fmgsulllngfmmumed-bed.
Natures's sentinels,

Black wriggiers struggle;
Tadpoles in aspic. \
A frog in the hand :
9 donladars

An ecologist in the bush.

Sesnsaabaans

Give me (un)common names.

'hxmo::s not with Latin!

G:unm g Golden Bell Frogs..
TORs...

...........




