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Program and Events

Decetober 1, Bogan Gap Meet at 1284 Bogan
Chap Ril. 10 ams. Theee coming from L%e way can
meet 2t Exton at 930 st the Exton Hell Rod will
load fhom there. Turm towards Onenaston aixd
Quanby Hrook at Exzon. Follow the road past the
turn-off 0 Golden Valicy. Once the road tams to
diry, 1t 1s another 4 K further on the right. Witlands,
Alpine veg., wet foeost, frogs, Meardy, etc This is 2
very imeresting area with something for everyone

Jan 12, Black Blaff. Travel B1S saming right
f Nictta tn Leven Canyon. About 5k beyond
Leven Canyon, take 8 left fork past Mountain
\ialley Cabine and oom the bridge. Just bevood the
Bridge will be & Lasd For Wilditfe sign where you
tum into Tony and Alison's drive sod go past some
poplars 1o the house This & an amazing aren with
saven, mprings, o The Mowstain Valley Cabin
proprietor ks willing 10 comne over and tell s aboot
this spocial sren. s werth the drive! Arrive ot 10
um Yony and Aliscm are keon bard waschers

Jam 25, Lasmoeston Field Nats st Shemps
Oxar memnbery are invitod to A Combaned Clubs
Dy at thew Skermpe feld Centre for » social
patherng and viewing of works. BBQ and
factiities available on the day There sre & number
or trnile throtigh varioes hahitass Take AY femonrds

Scottedale, and tirn Yeft gt Skeogs sgn & ways past
Mytle Bank. Follow signs 1o the propenty.

February 23 Pemguin, Tide Pools. Arrvve at 1 0am,
and Sllow tde v, Low tide is 12 noosn, and it the
Towvest for the month at .26 m. Bring lunch which we
will have efter we fisush. This 1 2 spevtacular spot fir
socing all manner of creatures inchuding Muscingad
octopeses, aucdsheancha and sea hares.

March 2 Burnie sres geology A guded walk
with Bob Richardecon Bob has agreed 10 show us
possible smeresting sites are found in e geperal
lhurme arva, inchading trilobite-bearing fonmaticns.
Meet at the rest area near the totlets on e narth aide
of the divided highway along the straight oo the cam
side of Bustie at 10,00 am. This 4 3 great opportunity
10 learm more shout goology Fom an enthusise

From lichens to London
by Sarsh Liond

In May 2000 lichers were starting bo accumulsie
on every available surface i the botse! Roo was
begnning o investigats thexe intrigamg crganams,
aidad by the recesely aoguired Lichens of ranfieest in
Tasmania and sootheaten Australia (Raoevilas &
Jarman 1959). But despate my fascination, [ vas
redactant 10 get 100 involved ax | had a flew projects 1o
camgiete befoee leaving for London i omd-June

1'd had Bittle time to think about my imassser trip,
having just completed sarveysmg birds m remmam
padches of bush from Novthdown near Port Saredl to
Nohageena in the far norwest | tad abho just
sarveved ancther scveral stes along the Dasher River
and had promised vo write an artichs sbout that projee

The oaain reasce Kr my visit was 10 see my son
who has been Iving = the UK for two years He and




his partner feve in Hollowsy, & notsy, dirty, predominasthy
hlack subur in aee of the poorest arees in Landoss. This
s in stark comrast to one of the richest aress just 4 shon
distance away, Hampstoad Heath, to which we walked on
my first day in the aty, Hanpstead Heath s an
undulating, extenive park, surroundod by mamsons
displaying incredible wealth. From its highest point you
can get & good view of soone fumous Loadon landimarks,
such as St Paud's Cathedral and Westninser Abbey

Oz of my (st cutings in London was 1 the Nutural
History Minscum. This vast impressive building s
decorated tmuide and out with terracoma tles featiering
retief carviog of phots and anbsals. On e west wing
are living species, while an the cast wing, fossifmed
spocies are depicted Just observing some very faded and
sow rare mammmain In cech Sapfay case in the mammalks’
collection was » note spologising for the aging
spocimem, expiameng that It s no lomger acoeptable 1o go
plandermg dstant cooatries for rare speciimens of
Sumstran Tigers or Tasmandan Devils

Impressive though it may be, the old budlding & not
airfess and fiull of tourists and noity schood childrea |
wooe ougit reflage In the deserted bookshop wheee |
could indulge mry weaknom for natvrsl history books.

Severnl books on lichern caagh my eye The Naturs!
History Lifie Serses fottures ono by William Marvis that s
well (ostrated and gives an overview of the subjoct.
Anctier was a reslly vongwehensive field guide 10 the
specses of Britain and treland. A phooe call w Ron was
necossary 1 ascertain whether this expermive book would
be of wse 10 un hers in Austradia As it terms oo, it has
proved very worthwhile Although there are many species
that are endermic bo Tassmania, most of the familics occur
waridwide The book 13 well illestrated, contains by,
Dtdef descriptions of each family with the mesnings of
farmily mamen, & colour photo and description of ench
specics wd an extermive ghssary,

Lichers srv tomarkable onganisme; they arv a
symblotic assocution hetween & fangus and cither &
green alga or & cysmobactena. t's the alga or
cyanohacienis that provides the food (sugam) by
photosysthesis and the fungal componese tat aliows
thane organisri, normally ooty Sound im wel
environmenty, Lo survive in an amezing ey of hatitas
and sabarmes. Thu they sre found in arid desens, they
dominas the arctis tundra, are found o alpine peaka
which arg 10 extreme semipersture fluctuations
and hugh UV evels, 10 the squallly inhospitable rocky
coasts where they are constantly subyected 1o salt-laden
wpray

Their soologcal role 18 as many and varied 25 the
atess ey inhabit. In scene areas they cover the ground,

proventang soil from dryng out, they rolese
eutrienes requared by trees, seud are an important
energy source for many snenals. Both tiny
invertehrates and karge venchrutes, inchadmg
ceadoer, musk doer and wild turkeys, consame
them. Mamy birds use tham in the comtruction of
thelr nesty; some moths wse them flr camouflage
and bumerflien sore lichen substasces in thelr
tissuen for chemecal defence

Lichesw nre indacriminate in Seir absorption of
moistare snd insdvertantly take i pollutants soch
- toxic enetaly and radioactive clemnents. Thus
they are an smportant indcator ypecien. Some
lichens are so senamive 10 pollutants that they have
become locally gaine i many places, somw are
bﬂnﬁmum

London Wetland Centre.

O my flest weekend (n e UK, sy son and iy
parines, both of whom have an inerest in the
natursl world, sccompanied me to the Loodoo
Weethand Contre. Sitmated just 2 25 minute drive
from the caty contre, it is the first oruted wetland
s sy capital ety b the world sed was bullt on
the wite of the old Bames Elm reservoer where 43
heotares of comerets have boen tranafhnmed into a
wetland rowrvg 10 different habstats have been
crouted with the plasing of 300,000 aguatio
plars and 30,000 trees.

The contre has attemgeed W enttste environ-
ments ax diverse as those of the Arctic Tundra,
northern arbocesl forssty, Middie Eastem
Reedbods, African and South American
Floodplaing, sropical swamgp foresty, eset Asian
Rice flefds, Austrafian Hillabongs snd oceanic
wlande. Dospete being open far only two yeans,
these tabitats, along wish the wildfow! indigenous
0 st Aress, &re manting 10 ke shape, giving
vistoes the opportunity 10 see eds that woald
otherwise require & round the world joemey. And
# was perhaps the best opportunity I'll ever have
%0 802 s0m of Austradia’s rarest apecies ~
including the bemutifiel Freckled Duck and the
Wandering Whisthing Duck whose pecudiar <all
would sound more 5 home e show alley tan
m o wetland

This centre & 0ne of ning nun by the Wildfowl
and Weelaods Trust (WWT) in Britain. Their aim
1 80 comserve wethands and their eodivernty and
they haye had comuderable sucoess in some of
their captive broeding programmes. Cambined
with conservation projects in the spocies” country
of aniggn, the captive breeding programines have



head 10 20 Incroese in nembers of & vasiety of
wpecies mcluding the New Zealand Blue Dock and
the Ne-nse, Hawnli's national bird Thix Goose-like
bird declined from an essimated 25,000 berds to
Just 20 oc 30 berds by 1949 as & result 'of peedation
from the introdeced mongoass:

1t 'wonld be interestiog $o retuem to Oils
Imepeossive wie when the plasts have bevone maoee
established However, already there has boon
S0Ccess in Creating sustable hahitat 10 a1ract some
of Britain'y rarest binds. Imagine the exciterment of
the eenployecs when anriving a1 work one mormsing
o be grootod by the sight of theee Bitterns <he first
sghtings of Bitserns i contrnl London m over &
cemtury. With much of thesr roadbod habitat besng
destroved for *development”, mate Bitserns have
declined in Byitaan and now tiusnber just 25-30
firgds ~ b+ of the population that sxisted in the
1950

Kew Gardens

Antther must for any keen sataralet om 2 trip 10
Loadon i & visit 10 the Royal Botanic Gardens af
Kow. The glanshouses are sechitoctara) wonders in
themsalves, ospocially the tropscal Paim house, a
Victorman masiorpéece that festurss raidorest plant
comnimnities from akl over the world.

A new comstraction since ey lust visit 1o Kew
over 13 yean ago b the Evobetion House, whach
tracos e development of plants. Al the catrasce
the enclosare is » pool contamming stromatolates,
rock Iike strectures that wers formod by
cyanobactoria during e Procambrian. (570 Milbon
Years Ago) The Siluruan poriod saw the
developmont of groen alpa and the fiest wpright
plants such as Cooksonin, many of which sre mow
extmet. I the Carboniforons pociod sxosses, ‘
Siverworts, chabenowses and forma evolved and
fisally the cycads, comifers and exrly flowering
plants, which appearcd i the Cretaccons.

T wins & bis dappoiated that lschem and fung)
weeen'tincludod in this impronsive Gaplay, Perbaps
this b because it i difficult 10 detcrmine exactly
when they first sppeared, as they gencrally lack
hard parts and are rarcly found &s fossils. However,
i is thought that lichom or lichen-like macciations
wote sarongt the finst Jiving theags that emorged
from the primeval soep and enablod hughor

10 tobomize the land And possiblc (heead
like fungh have beea found m Precassbrian rocks,
they probably left the sea 400 millson yesry ago
when the first plasts became extabinhed on carth.

Wildiife ot Kew

Alhoogh Kew Ciardens are most famous for their
botanscal collections, which now numbers 6 millon
specimees of dricd plants and fiagp, it s evident since
my Jast viset Gt there is & growing emphasis oo
wildlfe. Signs with thesr motio, “all lde depends on
are & rofisge for wildlife ta cos of the most populous
cities cn the planct.

During nsy first visit, 1 vividly remember the ouny
coleurfid butterfliot in the gardens. Unfortunately
these boautifiul weects have declined im the sterveming
years with soeee spocies hocoming extinct 3t Kew This
reflects national (and msernationnl) dockines
pemcipally bocause of habitat destroction and changes
= Land mansgemnent peastices.

Al feast 23 species of busserfly belonging to five
Bumibics bave bean reccedod at Kew unce 1980, an
indication of the wide vancty of habitats. 1n 1992
intormive mudiex of the Gardens wore underiaken by
the charity Batterfly Conservation ieading 1o & chasge
in he mansgerment regime for mach of the gardeoa
The importance of nectar producing plases and larvae
food plants - particulacly granes « is botter andersiood
2nd lange srexs are now Iefl namnown 10 allow thes
plants to compéets their cycle

Birds were oot in great numbers when 1 was there,
especially i the more manicared section of the
gardesn ‘The large lake arvas had x good population
of waterfow! inchuding swana, coots snd dacka and |
&d venture to the conservation drcs that iy managed M
& mative woodland where, afier sting quictly for a
while, | saw & robun, 2 woodpocker, and a Kestrel

Back home 10 the peace of Black Sugarionf sod the
lichen collection!

The coliection had grown somewhat duning the
month 1'd boen away, a0d sottie crganisation of the
specemens vas despenately neoded. Fortunately licheas
dry quackly with dricd specimens retaining most of the
features nooessary fov idcotification.

1 placed muny specics in plastic zip-lock bags
complete with name - if known.

The sewly purchased books from Loodon have
proven invaluable. Several books froom the Flors of
Austratia Serics have also been helpflul. Book $4 gives
20 overview of the subject and 3 key 10 goncea, sed
book $3 covers the Parmelisccae, one of the largest
famifics in Awstralia

Ax with most natural hustory ssbiccts, you can
novee have boo many refercoce books. We ate starting
1o make frustratingly show progress, and we still have
a groat Soal W heam!
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HYFERLINK http“www wetlhindoentre ogg uh
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When will we ever learn?
Book Review: by Ron Nagorcks

THE COLONIAL EARTH , Tim Bonyhady
( Melbourne Usaversity Press 2000 )

T Helt o it like this book was widien
wposially for me it deals with o
vombematinn of oy favoursie subjects
= history, scology, the sets and the lew,
and m centred sroond places | love end
know well —Taunands, Western
Victora and far west NSW

In this scrwe, Bomyhady »
somewhat of & “Revamimance™ writer,
dealing with many different subjoces
el drawing them togeder meo o
cuherant atpumsert about the Nimory of
coviroesvenialism in Ausiraiia since
1788, As he notes o the ackanrm ledg-
menty, this was primanly the resalt of
the opportusatics provaded by (he
multe-discipismary “Urban Research
Progeam™ ses up in 1966 by the ANU

and unfurtunately closed (like so many other good
things were in the 90w In 1999

For those wallowing i dospair about the European
lcgacy in this courkry, (as represented in the work of
Froade, Boyd, Bl Lines, Tios Flannery ¢5c) that the
nvaders of this continent hasically haed it, hated it
troes, its landwcape, its people, s unusual snumals oc,
s book 18 both an excellcnt tonic and & gram
waming.

Honyludy sply demenmtrales that from the firm
fle=t on ihere have been passionate evironmentalivis
o our culture Eves the firet governons i Syiney
attempesd 10 pwovert the pothution of the task stream.
Some of the first laws in Hobart were about walcr
poliution, the felling of troes and the Lilliog of swat
When the Darling was tn be dammed (drougint-
proofing the outhack ), wamings wers meds sbout
salinisation. Every step of the way, it seem, the
envaunmental cotmequendes of development have
been foreseen, and e as regularly ignored or
sidetepped

The chagiers cover many (matng exampies of
envieommental batties, the decloe of specics, (he
boving of places W desth, the attitude of artsts o thee
subject ( and their penchast for chopping dowe rees w0
et & better view ). It ends with a close examination of
the bastory of Tower Hill in Westem Victons where »
painting provided the besin for enviromnomsal
recomatruction which flourished under e sponsondup
of sporting shooters a8 o “game reserve”, but has boen
sadly neglected sance buresscratic changes under the
Cain governmesnt in 1984 1t ls wn approprsste It
chapter « there = swapirstion, 8 list of unfortunate
mistakon (Tihe the introduction of koalm), & history of

confboting istcresty and the fina)

mve index Sech acadonic rigour
bowever doow not mean a dry
L mtslicctunl book — it's prose 1
=tng and cscTlaning
[ recommmend it highly, s fact
WITing S review has made me
desermined to read it again



Frog Groups
by Jim Nelson

The Frogman (scenetimes known as Pasl
Swisthowshi) and | sttended the 2% National
Conference Of Australian Frog Groups in Adelaide
om Ocx 2527 {photo befow) The conforcnce was
convened by Stan Orchand, the National Co-
ondinstor wath B¢ WWF/Rio Tinto FROGS!
Program The Conference had » varied three day
pwogram starting with the keymote address by Mike
Fyter and ending with the sfection of & commities
10 =t up an eastling for the formation of a national
frog gosps organisation

Testnania s the only eate St doesn't have »
dedicmed frog group, but the CNFN frog
enthusiasts pixy a simnilar role of education,
awareness sod study of frogs Almost from the
deganning of our activities, there has boon a srong
iterest (n herpasology (study of frogs and reptiles)
and an inflsemal growp going by the roune of the
Van Dismern Hirpetological Study Groap was
formed i the carly 90'%

The study groap has boen a very loose
structure, without fbrmal imcebenhip, operating
nder the umbrella of e CNFN. One aspect of
thes growp is that it has stiracsed young people o
the group decswn they el 10 by imtorested = tha
fauna, and ary often bored by plams, fungi and
other stuff that docsa 't move. Most of the adults m
the group bave beon unable 10 ever accept bewyg
EPOwT ups, %0 you conld say # was 2 group for

S

Kids of all ages

Severnl of the youny people who have partcipated
In the Broyg sed replile activities of the study group
have gooe oo to university, where plasts have
wenstimes boen discoversd 1o be imeresting afber all

The imeresting thing about ecology Is that you can
undertand sramals unless you understand their
habitat, inchading the role plants play. Unfortunmely,
the teachng of butany wwsally takos place in the
claswoom, where o it ofien about 22 exciting a5
learmng to dence from disgrams o 8 book - it lacks 4
certain real vlement

Last your | was stvvited 10 grve & talk on frogs 1o the
Creepy Ceawly Club in Launcenion s the Oucen
Victoris Muscum. | was & bt overwhelmod when |
armived o find & packed auditorium il of young
children and their parenta Can you imagsne how niam
would have tumed up 1o & talk on planis”? So, froge
certainly dave legs (sorry ) when it comes o attracting
young people to natural history

A we wonder how 1o siiract mare youmg people to
natura) hstory, perhags we are ignoving the cbvious?
Wiitle not completely ignormg our herpetofauna, i has
boen 2 loag tme snce we had & dedicated sctrvity S
frogs snd'or reptiles. Therefive, | suguest we try %o
reevigorate the VD Study Group. Any conuments

With the possibic setting up of & satonal frog
group, perhaps we can start addressing some of the
national and international stics commectod with frug
docline Wa nosd to have young people educated and
enthamed t0 caery on the work. Frogs are disappearing
from our lives s our planet (so¢ following news
wrtiches), and thus the workd s decorning & much
changed and lonclier place.




What About Pesticides And Frogs?
\nﬂhdpndhnm’b

oll around e plaset According to New Scientist
Sopt. 1997, pesticades broak down 10 form poasces
that cesse deformitses. Kecent studies have shown the
Temson — pesticides damage theif immmats sysema
. Frop are comidered hi-andicators, bat sco we
listening”

Scientists Find Herbicide Causes
Frog Sex Change (media report)

One of the workd™s most popelar herbicides,
Atrazing, s now comemon in wader and could be
having # sex-chunge effect on amphibians. Amencan
scientists have discovered & srong link between
Atrsaine and hermaphrodite tendencies obwerved in
wild leopard frogs scross the U S, Midwest

A tseam from the University of Califormia st
Berkekey pabiished the rescarch m the soience
Jourmal NATURE. The team took waler ssergiey al
vancus locations and found that coly ooe site kad
Astnzine Jevels bedow theie detection limit This site
was the only locality where testicular oocytes were
et observed in the Jocal population of Teopwnd Frogs.
Orixyies are egg mother cefle

The sciontits said Atrazine was probahly the mon
comumonly used herbioade 1 the world and was found
I high concestration even in nonderning secas
“The hermaghroditism was not evident in the absence
of ntrazine exposure. We conclude Sat Atrazine is
rosponsible for these effects in wilil populations even
though other comtasunants may be present that could
prodoce sumslar effects,”

The repart also warned that the sex change offects
gt oot be lenited (o leopand frugs but might be 4
theeat to all senphabean spocees. ~As s effiects are not
rostrictod 1) & wnghe spocion, it is possibie that this
terbecide may pose a threat 1o amphibisss in
peneral ™ 1L anid. “Most water sourcss (n the Unied
States, inchuding raw,. contaln more Atrazine than the
effective dones dotermined in laberastory studies ™ the
roport sl 1t cooctuded with a call for further
Ivestigation o the link betwoen mrazme and sex
crgan shoormalities i amplubiass.

Atrazing has been commandy used n Tasmania,
particulnrty by Recstry a4 & re-crnergent herhicide in
o warter caschimenta. Agamin frogs may be considered
bio-indeatony, but e we even lockseg? (jn)

Land For Wildlife

You see the sigrs usually mear the gate of a nice
srea of native vegetation, but what exactly is Land for
Wikdlife? It m o volumtary peopsrty registration for
landholders who provide fioe natrve animads, primarily
by cotserving habitat oo their property,

Since close 10 40% of the Jand in Tassie b privately
twned, a sigssficant part of our biodiversity is in the
hamds of the people. Involving ciizess in cmservation
progects i not the casiest Lok in the world, but Lasd
for Wildlife can cluim 10 be & success wory Off
reserve conservabion is an extromely importan
comcept, expecially given that Taamanis is one of the
world leaders in land clearance.

The scheme is open 1o all landholders $o partiipetc
in comparving habitat, whesher the ares of land & as
sl o 100, or i3 2 large property. Trupertics see
amcssed for suntability, and once regatered they can
diuplay the Landd for Wikilife sign whach shows theyr
commitment to nature conservartion om therr land

An extension officer for Bashoare/Land for Wildlife
walks over the property with the landolder and
discusses the value of the Bahitat and any managemen
Issuin. Problems such as esion, weed Infestatvoms,
fencing clo are obeerved amd mamagaiment goeds are
st 1o addrom them. Species of partcular conservation
vignificance arv notod, and requirements for their
contimued crisence are discussed sod targeted s

manageroent priortios

The scheme bas heen 3 terrific exsrple of Tow
wdormation can be gathered and sbared in the
coenenemicy for better nature conservation. It has abw
bonefitod many specics theough ofl reserve comserys-
tion. The idea hehind the schame has peoven 40 be both
econommeally and socially sustainadle and it sets a
modd for how we mught deal with conservation om
privase land into the Sature.

I o aree of private land is nssesed a8 having
wgficam hahitat, then a simple Managsinest
Agreemcet = vigned that is volustary and can be
roveked by ether party. If the lasd does net have
sigmaficant habitat, the landbolder cam receive sdvice
T mvgeoving the area for futiure sssesmens

This approach $0 comservation is simplo, accesible
wnd cremes w socially acceptable and responsibic way

of conserving ncreasingly vital aress of private land.
Owr public foreets are disappearing dadly and being
converied 10 troe farm monocultere. Prive land &
foldowing Sus mmane tend of wililife shenatios.

No one knows the future of Lamnd For Wisdisfe, bt
we need 10 hold cnto 1tx concepta. I you waet furdher
information, contact your el DFTWE office. (jn)



Sperm whales (Physeter
macrocephalus)

by Debbie Hill

Sperm Whalen sre the langest of the 100thed
whales with males averuging 15 m o longth and
weaghing sbout 45 tonnes. Fomales average | Im
in Jengsh and 20 somocs. 1t has & Sody shape unliks
that of any other whale The massive rectanguiar
Sead can, in adults, maks up %0 173 the totad body
Jength. They have a small, undorslung jaw sod
bage, vone shaped teeth m the Jower jaw only. This
wpocien aoquired ity name from
the spermaceti oil in fa head,
witich whaiery likoses! 80 the
{huad produced by (he testes 10

They can stay submenged for
over an hoar e squid can
exoeed ¥ m and whales oflen
swallow them mtact. How
sperm whales sobduc and
wwallow sch large peey s
urystery The white pegmen
around their mouths may act o
hure They also cat fisk, octopus
und skme.

The spermaceti organ occapees man of the
upper part af the head and many people have
specalated on its possible functon |t may serve as
an accustic Jen, fosusing echolocation sigmals and
hedp to locate squid. Powerfial acoustic clacks may
heldp to stun prey. Another suggestion is that € may
help buoyancy conurol. The spermaceti ongan
comprises & network of simmes and nasal paseges,
and B2 suggsstion s that s the sperm whale dives
10 cooler, decpor water, the flow of water = the
hoad passages controls the tempornture of the wax
which solitifies (It has & comstant melting point of
290 C whereas the sormal body temperstare i
33 5 C), shrinks sedd increases the deswity of the
bead, auding the descont. When the whale starts 1o
asconsd the wax I warnmed by increasing body fow
= the capillaries of the head, thes increases
buoyancy. This may help to explain how these
whales mamage to make such fant doscents

{hetwezn 100 and 170 m per itz ) and how ey
can make dewp dives at relatively shor imervals

This specaes oocurs in all cceund of the weeld and
rarely emory semi-enctoscd arcas of sess, expecially if
they are shadlow, Why they would coter Bass Strait is
aleo & nrystery. A distinguishing charactersic of
sperms whales o Gut only the large sules venture o
Latstudes higher San 450 ln both hemispheres.
Fanales remain in a groap Swoughout ther hves and
catve onlly every 4 - 6 years. Whaling has reducod the
population of sdali makes particularty and e
extimated cerrent poprilation 5 moee than 570,000
Life expoctatey is over TO yean,

Sperm Whales At Waterhouse
by Jim Netson

The recent strunding of & growp of Sperm Whales
wt Waterhouse was both unusual in its ocourrence,
and upsefting n i ConseUEnON

The whales were first spotiod by & light plane, by
which time they were unfortunately already desd
Hazs Sirait m not an area these encemous creatures
usualily stray into, s they prefer foeding m doeper
water off the continestal shedf. Sperm Whales are
considered an endangered species. sod are not all dat
cormmon i Australian waten

Why they were in Bass Seratt and ended ap
stranded is & nystery, Ome possibies clue wies all e
cuttlefish washed up on the beaches aloogside them
Sperm whales are aquid ewtery, aad they may have
boen attractod to knge mummbers of squsd = the arca,
and perhage in 8 foeding freney they may have
chsed thesr prey im0 shaliow water. Once 4 whale i
stramded, othery often came 10 ther distress signals,
and thum a tragedy can presamably unfold



The Nature Comservatioe Agescy biologats sprang
mio action with Srequant roports in the medis concersing
Bair sasatific onquines They managed 10 comvey the
measage that fhe teeth from sperss whales =e “very
\adushle” Part of thetr sorsmdic eaqunen tmed ow 1n
imvudve removing 0w bottom jaws winck ccatain the
toeth Nem mont of the astmale. 0 well » taking ks
of Boxk and orgatm for sescsech. The bottom jaws
contain O lupe conical teeth which were srmeunced
mowr the radio as hetng very valuable. Perhape

* reasoned that the teoth had to be sowmvineerad by
Inclogism for mumentn collectioen) in onder
thal the public dida't &0 90, bet f= fict someene later did
remove the Jower jaw from ome of the temmning
mimals (Se wae everaally rcovered)

Tt Jam 8 b mbnd if Suia perfagie hecemes part of &
seif-fulfiling prophesy by emphasizmg their vaden,
sommwons will fhen iry 10 obess fhe testh. Auatralia s &
ugnatoey 1o the CITES Comvention which prohitety e
saby of parts of mdangered specien, 10 whete is this
value derived? Iy theee 8 thnving black market?

1 paced off wht | peswsane was & bege female of 2
e muwe Ban |l Semling sloageids these coeatuns
o & Seack, they somehow don't seem ax big m you
espoctod, but Dhen m 1 Jook acraes the length of this 9%
roces whese | sm writing this, you begin 1o resine the
seale

On the Sundxy thero was & wieady stream of people
comeng 10 ser S Soad whales. It was pretty wolesn
viewing of Sve magruficent, dead grants all hacked up
with thetr onpam spilling cat aad thayr dstinctive jaws
missing. Thery wan & dintmct feeding (hat these animals
were deprved of the kind of dgrty they deserved »
desth. Certaimky_ smversl whe {ell priviloged W eves
stand neer such incredible fellow creaturm, ako folt
sickenod by (s sndigmliod trestment, OF cousse 4
cam all be defended in the name of science - can't i

I fiexd the Natues Comcrvation Heanch miseed an
opportursty lo cany oul some memingful and sefll
snterpestation. On the Sundary, | saw the heed ranger nd
onr of the e ranger losding Swdr $-wSesind metor
ke on the oad into the beaches where moat of e
whales wars stranded, It wosld have esn very wmeftd
for S tn have boen down on Se beack heipag perple
imderatand whal Bad oczumed domh with the sirmdag
nd the swoerifis enquines.

1 nover expect 1o stand meat 30 auch an awe inpiring
srosters agen m vy Sife. My Semay ot Gwir musdeson
was voised by everyone sha | talked to. There wae
sartainly 3 case for the agency W defend it action
whils alro assivtng the public % learn about these
wnanng ceeatires and thay enformnste deathe

Leech: No More Free Trinsfusions
by Peter Banford

Sient

Intent on your biood-kust
On my left bum,

Mindless.

but purposeful.
Computing your way siong promontones
Of shin and thigh.

Scissor and suck,

Scissor and suck,

Who-dut.youdro:

A blood-bag with a head,
Enjoy the moment, sucker,
Fn more B toacy, you pastard.
I'm more ready, you

To crush you, and my bicod,

Under my foot! v

Ny, thare wirh good memovies will resember shax
wy previosrly published Pawee ¥ leoch poem. Hewever.
Pater har since modfied the posm commnderably ami
By now wrsion cernandy srack @ chard with me, amf
sivoe I'm the wiive... ..

Fell maade you doserve o fuller explonanion. /
recantly wan hedping with crayfieh survey wovk m
scme very rwampy areas aewr Scottsdile trtg
axternd the rangy of i érmvally esdavgered Enzarns
spimicrashrtus. The Joaches had been a puin all ey,
snd we wery comtmtly pheting them off either defory
ar afer they el parssdes of owr blvod. Thewe
pavticadarly large ones mumaped o pevatroate throagh
my thick socks o driwk their il bl (rie &9 my codk
of wikvca, | placked them off and resvrmad them

whare they beiong. | war iw thar amaronsent.

By the o | reached Losscesion wire | seeded ©
arop ut the Knviromeent Contre i moef Sueswnsh &
gv over onir mugppeng. [ was aiveady rfermg from
Niood filled shoer awd iching hows. Wivle 1n the
Comire, | maddenly reachad down and paiind yot
ancther Nood-filled feach from my ontie Susssnub
arrived st i tme Ao ted me piop Ihe offender down
ot e Claries St sidewalt aod splater 2 with an
wmgh sowep. (1 o) it ohe war smpresred )

Upow resding Paser s poam, 1 fult 1t perfectly
matched my fockmgs, | plead mepory insaty. ().0)



