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Program and Events

Meoet at the Hooboo it a1 930 We will be
fooking ot svmil manmmal hahat (and othey things
of course) in (he Travellyn Reserve We are
currently awaiting permitts 10 survey the small
mammals there for the Theestened Spocion Lint
Be carly w0 we can set off from the bt st 9 30
Sept. 20:22 Federation Weghand Maydena See
Jum for desaile. Camping or accomdation svailahle.
Oct. 5 & 6, Winfred Cuntis Reserve Arrive
anytime after 12 nooa on Saturday to sy in
Archers Cabin overmght. Being bedding and food
Or arrive enrly 00 Sunday for & walk @ the
resenve. The cabin i wedlf squiped, et some
seeping om the floor or in s tent outside will
prohably be necessary of many people atieed
Pleass inform tim op 0368 1313 of you want o
May Szt night The Reserve should be in its fall
glory, snd masy rare plasts should be in flower

Ot LLAGM mecting sod meal ot Weegena
Hall, Mecting at Spm followed by amazing indian
cumine prepared by Marriama Humter Plewse hook
with Jun or Sarah 80 we know numbers

Nov, 3410 Waterbuouse St flesgrve Arive
en Saturday  cansp overnight, or arrive Sunday
andd et ot South Croppies Powt w1 1030 am

Central North Field Naturalists

Spring 2002

Memberships were due March 1, 2003,
Owce apain we buyve hedd thie tates ot §15

for indbviduals, $20 for fandlics and 5% fur
Indepemdent young adults under 18 yre
Send to Serah Lioyd, 999 Desmman's Rd
Rirrades, Y303, 1f this box (s checked, then |
yurMphutknpﬂhrimi

Autumn on King Island,
By Savah Lioyd

oo and | made & second viat 1o King lsland in
April this year 8o survey bush birds at the same stes
shat e visited in speing As B traosects had been set
wp charing the provious visit, we had mor time Lo visit
ceher bard hint apots arand the island

Islands by thew very naties ars bivlogically
Tascinating, so we were anticipating sene interssting
whacryations durisg our auteenn v, Owr fing
moenent of great excitement came with the sighting of
two Brown Thomidil in the Pogarrah State foress The
Brown Thormbill on Kisg Sslusd s an éndense
whwpecion and considered 10 be extromnely rare, the
last definite sightmg being m the 0%, Unlike
Tramania, whore the Tmemanian and Seown
Thornhills are equally commaon, the Tusmanimn
Toominll dominases &ll vegetaton types on King
Island The two birds can be extremely difficsht to 1oh)
apart in the fiehd, with the white snderparty of the
Tesmanian Thoenbille being the key wentification
femture

A walk along the Yarra Creek Oorge also turned wp
sme emaresting Opitings ey s conditiome
throughoest Tismants sed on Keg Idand bave meam
that the fungt seacon has boen delayed and so far




tisappointing Howsver. we envountered the
eatvemllar (el o g ) iber the tall 1rows mrar
Yoors Crock

Carafyoeps are a group of fungl it parasites imects
Aflar the fang remifies the body of the insect (In this
cese & catsrpuller) the Buiting body sppears above the
ground thm:m“--lfw)
w0 careflly [flod, the whobs orgsmumem can be cofloctod
mmmtmm-umlbn
un amazing o'

Alter the excitement of the Condiceps, we continued
ekog the creck A naisy flappeng of wings auggesod that
we bl disturhed & langs hind, and we soun saw a
magnificont adult Namheen Night Herm Thess are rare
th-mr-.MmlmtoMam
Island

SU-hﬂy.hmkud-um-rmmm
in Tasmania but ofien seem on King Iiland (The name
Narhoen comes from a hard-weanng, buff coloured
oottom fabeic eriginating @ Nanking, China and refers to
the colowr of these birds )

The rocky shures noeth of Currie and the expused
redflats 22 the mouth of the Sea Elephant River are &
hmbdmlmhtmum'mm
are only seent in the Southern Heminphere during our
suimaner when they spend their tine feeding W repienish
mm@unmhmmmm
1o thesr hrendimg wrownds in the Arctic Clrcle

The sames of these birds refer 10 the colosrful
Plumage they displey during ther hreeding scasen, so
M_Mmmmummn
ity coptically coloursd. Thus the Rudidy Tusnstone
o oot usually ruddy. the Pacdfic Golden Plover s uot
guliden nor does she Red-Neched Stint have & rad neck!
et we werw in uck! As it win neaning the end of the
nue-breading season, thess hirds wero starting to sogeire
wwmmmmwm
scason.

The fact that we aflen heard the Hlack Cumawong (an
endemic sabwpecion) when in Curriy belies the fact that
mmmmu»ummmm
mwmnﬁ‘mmnmwym
oo the sdand. We encountered oely & doem birds dering
ur 1wo week sy

But was the rarest 21t of ali e stationary
dme-whn&nmmimwy"-k'l
certaundy not something we've experionced befbee|

Yellow-niled Black-Cockaten (Cabiporkynchus

(Calypiorymchur - Greek. calyptos » hiddon,
rhynchos = beak. Fumerous - Latin = funcreel hlack.

The Yellow saled Black-Cockatoo is one of the largest
ravidont fand hirds on King Iihand The Cockatoo tikes 1o

nest m holfows high in the sucalypns grving it &
relatively mmall rangs of optiom on King bilasd
due 1o the current lack of sesting hallows
{Fucalypts can the severad bundred vears 40 funs
suitahie largr hollows. )

Althougs they usumlly lay two eges & year, only
ooo offipring Unially servives. Om Kl it o knows
80 nest in Hegaranh Sate Fores

Like maery birds of @ cockmoo famaly they
frve oo lrvex of up to fifty years, the presumed
longevity af the species may be masking
insufficient rocrusment of young birds

Yellow Watthebird (4nthochaera paradozs)

(Anshockaers - Citeck word, anthos * flrwer,
chainan « to reoice. pargilina - Latm, meaning

The Yellow Watthehind i Austrabia's lnngest
boncyoater and i foutsd anly on King Ixlard and
@ Tasmanian mamband Like all other
haneyeaters (a group of berds found only in
w;iu-mumﬂmmm
it takes nectur from flowers  supglements ity die
with frunt, invects, spriders, honeydew and masssa,
forsging s every level of the vogetation

The King Isiand subspecies wan thought (o be
dechming in the 70" but it seerm 10 have mads &
recovery amd can now be regarded ae fiirdy
common thriughout e slamd. The call of the bind
o & Yursh papling, dscordant poise, sometsmes
descnbed as like the sound of & penon vomlting

Ruferences:
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An Odyssey to Nature and Polities
by Jim Naison

Having mow lived aver half my life in Asstralia.
1 decaded it v tame | revasited my country of
birth, e U, 10 see soune places | had missed or
I some cases avolded scong. Ehll Hryson s
masdy respormible — ever sinco | read his book A
Wik in the Weoeds aboul the Appalachisn trsil, |
Buave haet (his unensy Seching that the Appadachsan
Muuntaim were 8 nstural woesder | seeded 1 see

[ also have n warm apprecastion fior cortain jazz
syfex tradtional blues musie, und even some
blucgrass i is thas difficudt 10 reconcile never
having bean 10 the desp Scuth, of %o places like
New Orleam whers these extraontinary musical
Mnmmuda-uhhﬂql-:

S0 wws | wentt 10 the swamps, the hayous,
the cotin snd peama fiedds, the mesddy mouth of
the Minumssipps River, the cities =5 wedl us the
pocpic who gave this place & unigus voice Brough
mumc | nreded 10 wew those provicusly avesded
roLorios places of the civil righty movemen that
had wo changed my life and foelings for ey mative
country. And of coune | tried 10 se¢ 48 many
reptilen. amngdibians, beds, crayfish, plares sic 2e
passible, w0 T cam bare people with all the photos

Bt landing in San Francisco where the
Natione! Guunds were i battle Gatigues, slationed
imade the airpon with loaded msomatic wespons,
1 the soene of a country mffiring parsscia with
as much hlufl as possible. Once relesaed from the
secursty obsessed mirports, Be popubace evidenced
their own feses with » petiful patrictic frosery of
Mying Mags in every conceivable place, aflen
sccompanied by shogam and lots of grm faces
Thankfielly, & Sew of S grim fiaces turmed out o
be 2 minorty of the dubious, who wondersd how
Yog thear country could cortinue to bully the
workd withowt any kind of self examinstion

Shades of the civil rights movement are oviden,
but whore are the lesders 10 move the country
forwanrd freon ity racet, amudar and seifish world
view? | immediatety thougtt of the thugs now
runsing Australm (the country | escaped 101, who
mippert thiv evil nothon of the “haves' againe the
‘have toex’, plediing again 80 go uil the wary vk
the LS4 and wage wir against chaseve 'enemies’

Wakt Whitman ance wiste a poctr addressad to
ehat democratic fallure oF & peonident, Sames
Hechanan, (so0e o be redecened by Whitman's

beloved Abralam Linclon) — reading o 142 yean
Iwer, what have we leamed?

To a President by Wt Whitman
All yeu are dokeg and saying & 1o Amanca dangled
mirnges,

You hawe not leam'd of Nature — of the politics of
Natyre

You have not leam'd he greal ampitiude, roctitude.
impartiasty,

hm&mummnmubm

And that what is less than they must sooner or aler I8
of from these Sates

I vyt could ocmdfont the greedy religion of the
“latter day comsurmens” {hruce Roberts), it tight well
be comterniplation of the Appalachisn Mountaine Once
&1 mighey as the Himalayae, these wom down, swicty
land o have much 10 e8] of change, and the
wisdom of enbracing diverity and rnchaess fie
survival. They have enderad both the catactysmic
events of shifting land masser. and the foolish
vandelism groed of the human specses Today thev are
beautifil, but uerecapiisablo from what they were yu
# short cerury or 1wo ago, when millions of the
Insghty Amencan Chestnt naded ax ooe tree 1 flaur,
with its huge canopry of shade and it bowsty of fran
shapweyg the order of Sungs. Now they are extinct,
hrought 1o the edge of being by haman stupidty m
Introducing diseese. S0 400, the enormous scars of past
clearfelling have headed mio spectaculr focests of
immense dversity. Once, not too kog ago people even
fefled gianst pocams just bo pack the nuts, tha serving to
remand us the wgly truth of greed.

Today the Appalachians sre treasured and largely
protected. The Shensssdoah National Park ghows with
w nchness and wonder that 15 marred only by the
vﬁ-nht‘.hﬂ-hw%d
Washinglon DX, wallowing in filthy sky snd & grey,
soncrete stigma of empire. Further South, the Cirsat
Smuokey National Fark contains an imemense smourn
of the total biodiversity of the sntire country, vet sits
within view of poverty and degradied countryyide

The Appalachians are a place of joy and ters They
dermooatrate the possitnlitses of healing and endurncy,
but mt the wams time give a view of advancimg sicknems
mnd despatr. 17 we winshy, we could lesm Whitwan's
politics of Nature from this place, but |42 yean
oewand it doen 't Jook very ikely

Rack home in Tesmania, | see bow fucky wo are.
andd how necesaary It Is 10 continue 10 oppose e
forces involved in destroyang what & s6 beautiful and
vibennt in the name of groed. A significam Jourmey,



The Robins and Swift Parrots
Project.

by Sarah Lioyd

Gone sre the days when you could traved along
abmost any country roed m the stase and cocoumer &
red-breestad Robin sitting on & Snce post. Anecdasal
evidence from Lesdowners and hirdwaschers saggeas
(hat these codearing irds have sullores substantial
declings m the past ten years. Over the past three
years of the New Atlas progect, comfucted by Birds
Austratia, Flame Robim have been seen with Jess
(han half the frequency (hat they were during the first
Atles. (Wingspan Dec 2001 ) Aad alihough not
sonsidersy s under nmsswdisse threat, they are mow
listed i the Action Plan for Ausreban Rirds (Gamest
and Crowley 2000)

Land clesnmg and logging, the msenailication of
fatrang with incroased chezmical use, the
extablishment of plantation on rough pasture, snd
wuburban spewad of the outsorts of gities and lowns
may be jest somse of the reasos for the dechms in
murmbery

Taamanis w home 80 four specion of Robin Three
species, the Flame, Scarlet and Pk Robes have
hoghtly codoured male berds (hat sro roasomably cary
to identify, The plaim Dusky Roban w & Tasmaman
endenuc snd with & batle practice amd oar Waining can
be distinguished frum the famales of the other spevios

Hobins, it soems, have comples requiremests when
1t conmes 10 Seeeding and powt beeading bahitas
Flame and Scarlet Robins occaninnally ocour
togethey, but the Flamsg gonerally prefers wetter
forests than B Scarlet ik Robim brood o wet
e, but Jike the other two spoceet, move o drier
avons after hreeding. There |s litle formation sboul
1he moverments of Dusky Robing. (Bakers ot al 1984)

The Swit Parrot, now Nesed s endangeral,

{ Actson Man J000) also has complex seasonal

muveinents. A gty speciabmed bl 1 breeds ooty
Tawmuma where Tasmanian Blue Gume Sxcodpius
giobwlus occur, i broeding maccons being highly
depondont oo a sertancousty good flowersng of tis
tree. 1t s the therd rarest parrot in Australia and has
the kongest known cagratory movement of any parrot
species in the woeld, travelling 400 kam o spend
wirtimn ansd witter on the cminland (Wingspan
2002 ) This season there o widsspresd Bowering of
White gum Excabipes wairnals, and Swiff Prrrots
tnay Be moving into sreas where they are not usualty
focders md %0 gre olien scen in the parks mnd gardem
of our cities and towrs.

1t s ervisaped that by imvolving both oxperionced
and oocaconal hirdwatchers, thas project will gather
vahusdie inflrmation aboot the teeeding necds,
hahitat roquerements aod movements of & group of
canlly recogrused bush birds Az well, #f is intended
(hart the projoct will inform snd cdticate membery of
the gemeral public aboul our wesgue berd life through
organisations such s Landesry, Fiekd Nataralints aod
School fue Seniors.

There is abready & wnall oetwork of teressed
partcipsods covering arces such us Maris hiland, the
dry cucalypt woodiands near Hobart, Table Cape,
Purralee and the foothills of Mount Roland 11 you Hive
s n rural aren, regalarly visit places foqueneal by
thewe binds of are interested in comnbuting ong-off
sighttings 10 this peoject,

please comat:

Sarah Lioyd (03) 6390 1380
Email. sarahifoydi@iprimmus com s
maskto

999 Denuman’s Road,

Birralee 7301
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