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Program and Events

Janury 12 & 13 M Arthur Weekend Armive
wl the Mt Arthur Centre any tame 2fizr noon on
Saturday the 1200 Tuen off Lilydale Rd. osto
Whites Jid_about 3 Kilometres bescae Lilydale.
The Carmre i ibe fint drive on the right and is wedl
marked The lmge Centre bets & flly equipped
kughen, and plesty of foam for sheeping inside or
pitciung & temt. Bring your owa bedding s fuod
A Sunday nwomeag exoanion 1 1he 1op of the
inourtaa will robably leave early Various oder
watlks can bo crganised 10 view e threstensd M1
Arthur crayfish habitat, 1 book at Lilydale Falls,
NE snail bahitag, kcal florn a1g. Spend a relnving
weekend with us in thes great setting

February 3, High country wall scar the Irks
River Mest st 1030 A near the “Post Office
wee” pear Daisy Dell on the Cradie Moumain Lk
R Peter Sims aond Jobn Wilson will be our guides

Marehs J, Hudwell Gorge walle Moot at [0
aan ot the top of Botwedl Gorgs track. Turn off the
Fravkford Howy om 10 the road 10 Hotwedl NW of
Framksted. The Gorge sar park is NW of Holwell,
erud shoudd be ugn posted

April 7, Liffy fangl walk Mect &2 (0am o
Ihe upper Ly Falls carpark for this great wailk

In Search of the Culprit
by Erika Cox

The discases of wamals = goowral take secood
place 50 dissases of our awn species, unless of coune
thewr dinesses thiesten out f0od wipply. Orwise it
requIres mn apetus from soeng uther Quarter, be it
from the tourist industry of epvirummental concens (o
Pt efon wto irvertigatig the |linesses of other
specien. We cam't afird 50 srvestigace things flom
Plain curionity any mare

There are however many (nstances whers diseascs
overlap, affesting some smmmal specios and ws as well,
cither madvertently, or sumetames as part of the
normal life cyole of the mfecting orgamess These
disemses are tochnically knows ar 200008es, and there
are soime wedl Known coes sact e ieplospirosis, rabies
and plegon

(And occasionally discases jump species ahogether,
soometimes with devasatimg resubte. wuch as happened
with the HIV virue, and simom centainly sl
originally with wfliersa)

Racketinial Siseases are roonimes that have been
knows for some tane. The ongmal archetypal
richettala) iscans is typhus, witich I inerentingly the
only cee of the group 1o be & purely humun Sscase
saad not ectually # roooosis, atthough that meght not be
entirely true either

Thes was the disease thal W thought o have sfecesd
soove of our hetory as mucks a8 o perbapm gven maore



than palincisns snd armies, deciding the cutcome of
military campaigns mmospective of the beavery of solders
ot the brilliance of thar commanders

Typlus had  magor role in seveenl campaigns in the
Firt World Wer, particulardy m the Balkans and o
Russis, and was a major mode of dying smong
concentration camp wrmates = Wirld War I Aane Frank
was one of the named victims.

That typhus shiuld play such 2 role in human affair
= undorstancable when we connider ity hass Miology and
life cyele

Like all rickettsing, Richetrata prowazeks/, the
bactorial organism that ceuses typhesy, leads un
obligatory exstance inside colly, being a delicme
organism noe able 1o survive in the envirenmens. 1t han o
marmnalion (us) and acthapod (body Soose) Fife cycle,
easily explaining its corxastamce wath poor living
conditions and general mesery. Bocause the solution 1o
the ennditions that allow it 10 be tansmitted « so
obvioas, at keast in well off countnes, and because it
respands well to antidwotacs, typéuss m not much m
ovadence i the world today. Only small pocists of
mfection romaint it parts of Aliice, Risssia and in Perne

Other rickettusal discases have ot bad this intimls
msociation with human aflsiey s they are truly zoonotic
Human sdection 1a sn occaxional accident and not at &l
w0 essential part of $heir normal cycle of life For many of
tham i s probably sot cocrect to call them disexses &
they do it seem o gffect theis novmal mammalisn hosts
much at all. {The body Jouse however usually dies of its
infecteon. There is some pustice afler all |

Neoverthelows they all share the common rickemsial
way of life, nasmely an obligaiony intraceliular custence,
with 4 life cyele ahermating between & manumal xad an
arthroped vectur, bn yome of these arthmpod vectons
ongansers may be trasmnsted transovarially, Bt is
transmitted 10 the next gesstation of artheopod trough
the oxp

There 1 now 2 growing number of tickenyinl specion
kot 10 enist. Somme ocour in oty specific parts of the
workd, while cthers Bave 4 more widerpread dotnbution,
soemetimes with difzrent mammabian hosts in differese
parts ol the globe When human infoction accidemally
cccurs they form the Spotted Fever groap of diseasss, s
ealled becauss o rash is 8 common symptom. Prohably
the best knows from the world Ineratare s Rocky
Moamtain Spotted Fever, caused by ficketnsio rickeressi,
having s itx definitive host wild rodents, and
transmission being by their tickx. The good news about
all these diseases is that they are treatable with antsbuotics
of correcly

Australin is adso part of the global rickertsal habast
We bave here o uttique Awstealion species, Mickentaig

amatraite, the agent of Queensdand tick typhan,
and we also have nckesisias i comman with other
ports of She world, sach as Richettaia Hphi, e
agent of murine typhus and Oviestis (Tommally
Rickensia tutrgamushy), the agont of scrob
typhue The maminalian hosts are small
onarsepetls, snd the vecton are thelr ticks or e
It the 1970x the peneral practitioner on
Flinders Talsess, Dr Rob Stowart realised that he
wa seing patients with a new dnease Much
wvestigation resulind i 1991 m the identificaton
of 8 new nckatimal species by Dr Seephion Tranves,
ol that fime werking at the oow defunct Fairfield
Infestious Dideascs Hospital. Dr Johs Sancs, at
that tirtse workomg in the USA, named it Rickettsin
honel in honoe of Dr Fravk Heoe, the Austealisn
discoverse of murine typhum. Jobn has

first discovery Genenically it is quite unrelated 1o
Rickertsia austraiiz, bemg more ciosely refuted 10
rickettsias found m S E Asia, and the qaestion
onediately arises a0 30 how it got this fist south.

Eatlier this year an astonishing discovery was
made Rickeanio Aonel war grows i 4 bick
taken from a blue tongue lsard oo Flinders Idand
This I the st time it 4 tcketinis has boon
identafiod in an ecto parsses of & repole.

AL the same time ) s now clear St n hursan
dissase having all the clmical features of 3
rickomind |Itness, and offon associeted with tick
hites & cocurrng on the “mamlend” of Tesenania
Is o the sans, or is it different from Flinders Island
Spottod Fever? Could it be true Sat its vericheme
host b truly o repiile unidke every other ricketisial
speces knoven wntll now? The hunt (s on o
entify the organten, 10 Md (s deffinitive host and
ite vecsor and 10 learn more about 85 place i e
grand scheme of the matural warkd Much work
1o 10 e dane 1 amewer tese ttrigaing
question




A Crayfishing Tail
by Jim Nelson

For the past couple of moths | have carried out
survey work pear Scotudale for the Endangered
Sootidale Burrowing crayfish, Engovws
ipvmbcavdatus. Thas orayfish has recently had its
status changed thom Valnerable to
because of &a very limited dutribution. The latest
rownd of NHT gramts has very modsstly funded
sone recovery work for the 4 thesatened Engoens
pecaes oocurnmg in Tasmania and Flimders [sland.
A prefemmary mesting 50 Sscus recovery actions
decaded that £ apinivauidanis should be the
poxrity, and that more survey work was needed 1
hedp conflrm it distribution

Lave the other 14 known spocios of Engoeur in
Tasmama, £ spunicasdanis is & erypue imle
burrower Bl 5 rarcly seen on the sirfhee
Therefore, the method of obtaiming an animal for
nentdfication deperds on digging Sor tam This s
not & perticulardy cary, enjoyable or cavirnnmen.
tally frienidly way 1o capture s animal—he
process can damags or kill the creature ot worst,
s Dest i destranys ite bumow system with
unknown comsespences. Oranted, thess active little
diggers can have a new burrow i pluce the next
day, but & 1 quane pomsible it the oid burtow
system provided important elements for survival
For ustance, it bas been noted Wt plam routs like
10 panetrate into the burrows presumably seeking
Tugher oxygen levels in e of very wet soils
These actively growing oot Ups could represent an
impantant food source Sor the crayfish o they
prune them back 10 hoap Beir burroves clear. Also,
tamerous limle soll lnvericbrates may blunder into
the barrows providusy mes Bmtle proccin snacka

Dr Niall Doran peovided me with & bax of trups
several months ago which he had found successtial
& yunreasdums. These wers sa improvament
o & deadfall trap m that they provided & bait
attzat the animal alung with & umple but
resistible sspommion of the bait just out of resch
for the crayfish which ceuses % 50 drop weo e
sp. The trap s cheap and sunple, using & plastic
coetainer, & piecs of ware and 4 hast The preferred
bait acconding to Niall was peppereai 4 rasher
exoes cra)fied food, bot one that suiks the trap
seticr woll bocause it doesn't casily spoil, and it
can provide n sesck when hoegry.

The trap wses 2 standardd ke away foed

vomtamet | 20 mm acrons by 100 mm deep, with &
prace of be wire pot theough Bokes Srillled i the rim
e boes Sovn at the endde alter the bt o Busaded on.

Small Hole

A sl hole drilled & the botom of e container
allows water Jo and keeps it from flosing Where
there ma 't water, the trap can be placed m another
containey (without the bode) contaitting waler o (hat
water ersers the trap and keeps the gilied craytivy
wlive Adecket placed over the rup will help keep
anumals away from the bait snd sey craytiehs in the
trep. The top of the trap shoubd be Sevel with the
opening of the burrow. The creyfish tries 1o aawd oot
on the wire %o reach the bait and drope imto the trap
My mitiel atempts with the trap didn'y work, plus
Devily wosdd talis my dait. Then one full tnoon aght
| sancd catchmg cmyfish, and for the mest couple of
weeks | hud success rangiog from 251 00% on grven
nights | learned 10 set traps with discrimination at
burrows that showed recent activity, and | seereed w
huve greater succom with buchets ovir the traps,
protecting the bait and the crayfish The Scottsdule
crayfindy appaan 10 be quite sttracted 10 pepperomn,
providing It s & good night Sbr fishing! 1 did slso catch
3 E sayoten in the vraps, but 0o fir 0 sppears that £
et i by far the best candidale for trappng.
£ spivdecudenus i fhirly cusily wdentifiad by the
wpres on sl farw
(s0¢ photo). My sarvey
revendod that we are




The air is (scientifically?) alive with
the sounds of music

by Ron Nagorcka

My firvt thoughe when reading Rens van Peer's
artiche (“Sunging in (rin se"—see bast issue) was of
Lutgi—cur resident dog (well known for his
affection and mtelligence)—who will sing along with
my didyennda playimg. but caly on loag high notes
which clicit 2 smgularly mosmfisl and woldlike Sowl
%0 primeval it sends shivers down your spme! What
I gotmg on in Luigls mind as he does this? ['d
suggent 1y most likely 80 be & form of
Asecial use of sound. And that s whal music s—or
nin?

Ins nnother artiche tithed “Missings of a musical
nature”, flene poses the following to diferentiato
itiic from animal vocslisations “[Masic]_. s an
activity aimed at debiberately bringing about & certam
effect om an sudsence that knows of that intertion and
of the means through which the effect is realised *

Whike 1 can agree that this son of activity—winch
stipulates a separation hetweon porfiormer amd
mudience—may be uniquedy buman, serely there 1
moee 1o muss; (haanan or ot) Tham it snphies, What
about when everyome joima in? Does a baby deing
sung to bry its mother know of the mtentivn and the
mezana? This latior m oot a triviad exception. The
bopnnings of music i beenanity may wedl have
begun in just such comforting vecalisations. [t's abo
seems likely that language emergod from the shlity
of the buman tongue 1o 3ing.

Woe frve in » sitaation ®t Birraies whore we are
convantly awars of sound intersction in the Sreest.
Lusig) 400 has learme about this—maybe by watmct or
maybe after his observaticms of Sarsh with her
bnooulars. When the wmall birth give their warning
cakls whick plainly mesn “raptor around™ he wil)
lock up sed scan the sky. If be could talk I'd be
whing a few interesting questions’

I & séemilar way. the hinds will 16l you of the
presence of & wnake There are the times of roal
dietrems 300 when we've heard pereee beds vamdy
anempting 10 defend their nost againgt & ssako ahost
Vo deveur their young. And £'s interesting how
“tistressed™ they sound %o v s well 2 to
Bemscives. There's someshing about seme sounds
that definitedy cross the specics barrier in offest
There are others (Jke the sony of the Dusky Robin--
30 “plaintive and moarsdil” 40 wus) where meaning
differs acconding to the species of the listmer Ome

g fior sure in thiat there s & great desl of intrs- and
whor- ecics commumcatzon going on arcund us Amsd
wa are inevitabdy part of it

apeak with uncommon streegth’ They “can congare up
magex, can suggest & wider environment and
sumosphere. ~ (Rerw van Peer—Musings of & Munical
Nature) They can also frighten, coomdort or amuse.
They involve doep emations. Which brings w back to
mursso - awhich i something above all which we FEEL
D0 hirds aleo cxpress foelings? | am quite sore Lusp
doee—u0 why et birdy?

Many writers have boen convinced that berds sing
Just because they ke to do so. For instance in b
wonderfid classic “Bird Weaders of Australa (19581,
AL Chisolm ts convineed that *  Tinds mimic
masly besause they are sound-lovern, and because
wonng s their chiel meams of expeessing their vitality,
their high spiriie, teir joy in life, What right have we
% presume tat man = the only crestirs om carth that
foves to play with “soand and sweet airy'T"

What right sdoed? Bt thin s sot 8 very sstisfying
comchimion fior the scientist or phéicsopher who witl
poit out that for all our tendencies,
the £t is that when we find & bird 10 be “musical” all
we mnean w that it & famibar 0 es i a melodic sad'or
rhrythimic serme in & way that cominds us of what we
aall “mess”— 1¢. wo are canght  a ciroular
docuzmion with nothing s make us tho wiser. The hird
slment cortanly does not know whiat we mean by
“music”. bn fact we don Y seemn (o know ourselves.
Aller 30 years of musing o the subject, | have yet to
come across & satisfactory defimstion

Do birds over sing “jost for fun™?

In many species of mvimal there is & proclnity m the
young o “play” as part of the lesming process
Playing i indoed 2 serious mamer (not least for the
omn musican') There aro roports of vanoos hinds
whose behaviour seems o be purely for the mjoyment
of dovmg it Cialabs for instance have been cbserved
flying again and again weo o whirlwied just to get
flung ot of 0

This in 0ot soscansrity an anti-Darwinian sotion
Enjoying yourself i the company of others of your
kirud could be perfectly nevessary 3o sevival Iy
certainly necessary for human social cobesivenses

Why do some birds sund o ssusical to us?
Fing of all—remember thal musy of them don v!
It & tistter of opamion of comme. 1 think wo'd all



agres sbout the Orey Shrike-Gwrush or the Bassian
thrush Bt what abowt Yellow Watichirtds o
Salphur-crestnd Cockatoos? (1 you listen careflally
though, you will besr hudden within the pencrally
despised raucous sheiek of the Sulphur-cresed
Cockaton are soeme glonous trumpet-like tisnbess |
Burds use all sorts of sounds W comymunicate ol
sorts of tungs. In et effective communication
dependds precacly on oreating difference, 50 the
dovelopenent of sach an esormons runge of sound
by creanires whe need it 1 communicate i bandly

surpnming.
8o i it just some »ort of randem colncidence
that somne of it sounds “musical™?

[ don't think so—not entarely anyway. And this
Is whers the strung commections hetweett actmistics,
the physscal sature of sound 2s 2 waveloms,
mathemancy and mmassz all come imo play

Pythagors s credaed with the duscovery that
matheralical laws ooud be applied 10 musical
banmody. The story goes that he was passing &
Blacksimuh shop and moted that the hammers
wounded very numical together Has struks of
geness was 10 wergh e hammery - revesling shat
0ne wan twice the waight of sncer, two-thirds the
size of amother, and fout-fifthn the sizo of another
et Hee concluded that Sarmcny | relsed direcily
10 the relatiomidgs of small mimbers to each othes

These days we can show by using graphs of the
wavefooms how this “Just ntonation” actually
works. There i still comjectere (and some fisrce
arganen ) about how it masedests (Detf in our cary
and bratns, but for cemuries In Europe it was seen
A& grewt mysteriows truth, and was the basts fir
all sorm of corpecture and ducuwion—ike the
notioo of the “Music of the Sphons™,

You can often hear this phenoenenon in
insmimate rature s well. Treo branches soaping
against each ather will emit a set of paches knows
s the “overtone serses™ which is spother foem of
this snall mumbers rube. Windmilly and whistiing
wires are also fascinating examples. Our e of
various vowels in speech can be ssalysed in the
same wiy Like any cther vibrating object, our
Rarymuss Cand Lariigin”) and the syrmues of birds are
mnhu-mywmmm

“octaven™" fifthe™ and
“think" .mht‘hob..(qom

What 1 conjocture ia that the saturs of soumnd
Haelf means that there's nusic m the vary ether!
There are acoustic phenomens which diceate that

we prefer cortsm sounds snd sound combinations for
music and effective conummscation and it i hardly

surpessimg that other antmaly choose to s than as

well.

Is natural sound the yvoloe of Gala?

For nse the sounds of nature provide & sowrce of
fcmating soend maderial |, munical inepiration and
endless oonjocture. There are some however who see
doeper things acoaing here, like my oid friend and
colleague David Doen r Samta Fe The fallowsng are
Quotes taken from an interview he did with Rese, and
Bogm with 3 stecy:

“Evon as o child | was very mteresied in nutural
history and in the behavior of living Sungs. Crowang
up in sopthern Californiz | spert & great deal of tine
being in the wildemess esvironment there Thal was
corainly an immate inserest, but pact of o had 10 do
with an intustive fasceation for soound as it eximed in
an outiboor gnvirosunent. One of the first projects that |
sctually sucooeded a doing when 1 was 19 yoars uld,
wins Nexwr /. *

“I sook thros trumpet playens o the Gramd
Camyun. My inteesst wam in the roverberntions of the
camyont liself. The trumpets were set up 50 he sound
activatoes of that scoutic envieonment, Over the
voane of betng Intde that canyon for three or four
dayx, an event occurred that vas quise unespecied-—at
fesat oo my part. The trumpet players were perchod
very far apaet from each other, playing and hearing
these roverbarant structares within thes snmense open
space, Three ravess flew over. We haddnt seems any
ravens during the provious days They spposrse as
soon @ the trampets staned pixymg They began 1o fiy
In froem of the trumpet players, doing barrel rolls and
all sorts of nerial gerobatios, cawing i and out of the
tnarpen, and matching piiches with the truspety. It
Wi very unespected and very dramatic [t hasically
set i my mind B question of what wis goesg on
hore.™

His conclumsens afler years of thinking s working
around the wbject are as follows

“These sounds are the evidence of parposciul
mimnded systems of comemunication. These things have
an integrity that i part of 3 huge fabric of 1ife. While
they may be emeflul in sermm of expanding our concepty
of musicality and the maserials of music, ! think there
o sowvsething moes profound that needs 1 e
examimed "

... The charsctenistics of thoee things that we call
mumic a4 human activty Sroughout the trajoctory of
vur apecim, have been closer (than langusgz| 1o how
other forms of ife may commnunicne I some sanse |
bedseve that music hax been & way of conserving juw



that way Wl meeracting with our woekd When you

specien for which e is troe (The followeg was

Sook af wiat vee call the maic of nwny indigenoos supphied by Ron for further contemplation)

poophes in the workd, they often exhibit & 1ot of those
clurscteristes. Cartainly it i sboor social

mteraction, bt it is slso about social intersction i an

envirotunental consext,”

“Wie s b thes suup of langaege that b o
heritage of our species, and we sliare Bt with
everything Sat makes sound That soup is =iso i us
and we g voke to = Bt it's it somsthing et is
objoctive i a simple seee. | think iherg bs mo such
thing e3¢ fived meanmg. We're slways in 2 process
of dalogue that gives rise 1o mesning That's 3
dynamsical procest In that seuse, when | talk sbowa
esvuunmental language | am really taling abow
somethng 1l st %0 artse from s mteractive
cocumstance. 1t's an smergent propeny. Ove of the
most predound insights of scimtifle thinking in the
later 20th century is this concepe of emergent
propertics. There are these complexities which arise
from apparently wimpls modes of interacton. They
tramacend e spructures of whast we would espest 10
D present by these intoractions, and sumethung much
more complex artves. Just an 1l s probably an
et peoperty, W is languago ™

There's pleety to explore in these ideas, ot the
problem feally i how yom go about doing s
Scientefic reductioninm Iy not very wsefld in the
understaniog of such “emargent properties™ In facy
1t = Bloeky to reject the ides cutright Austradiss
adoriginel culiures e riual 10 put them i touch
with the powers of sature, snd i#t's intecesting how
prevalen iy the use of the imitation of animal
Seburvioar i their mmusic and dance, but for us
tmtruders m this Land, s bs & world of
undentanding we are oot borm o nor have much
oppurtunity 1o eoter

What indigenoes cultures polnt us W however =
“eonarfry”'—ihe secrad respammitality of one’s
Jocality, around which we develop our ouwn
mythology, sones, dance, art snd music
Untbonusately this s ot the best o slow process, and i
the sftermath of Romaticmm, Modermian, Post-

fundamental %0 our fisture, It m ondy e arts,
however, which cxqwess our true semse of place sl
v ws an oxperience of those things = nature which
will always remain myserioos if pot doworigie
mystical, bat nooethelom renl und necessany to ur
And mayhe — et mayhe—we are pot the ondy

Tot oddammsicdiy shoogroege. oom
Subject: [oddimunic) cheptunt orchestra

The Thas ESepham Orchestra sttamyns soenething
differeat lis members play surdisr vervons of
traditionsl Thal instrements—siil druos, & gong
Sammered from & awmsdl blade, o diddly-dow has
and xylophone-like renaty—and  thumdenston und
harmomicas. Mr. Subter said be and Mr L merely
shuwed the bonw 1o make the sy, cuad
them 10 start med stop, and let them play as they
wished After five pracuice sessions, they sansd
rocording M. Sulrer adinits he wai sceptical al fiest
“1 thoaght we would jut train cleptums 50 hir
soineshing, and 1 would tape that and have 10 pasis o
together with other things ™ Instoad, he recorded the
pertormances intact, without overdubhing, = & teak
Fuve, pausing ooly when owtsiide noises intruded
ines, and vary and repest them, The resula, m once
meditative sad delibernte, debicats and insiataty
Srununing, ok some Western listeners s hawting
others m monotonoess. Mr Sualeer wondersd whvethar
P'rathide, o T-vears okl orcheston member whom be
called “Yhe Fritz Kremler of elophanes,” woold
recognize dissomance. | put cos bod note i the
madlie of her xylophons. She svorded plaving hat
nutte—untsl one day she staried playing it and
woslia't sop Had she dacovered dasonance, aml
discoverod Ut she liked &7 She caturared the
researchers. [ —fhom “The New York Tunes articke
limkad 0n Ihe clephant orchestrs webwile) igtp
oy i ocg T lisss lephareoests hunl

Attention Members of CNFN Inc

The AGM in November installed new executive
officers. Micah Visoh has been chected s our new
lender, and Debbic 1l s now ia charge of vice
Ron Nugosrchu will be mmmwtes secrssary. Jim
Nelsom remmins Public Officer and
sosretary Jint 18 aleo currenily editor of the Natgen!
Nows by defimalt, and would gladly tum the job
VO 10 ey00¢ interesiel lo carrying on this vital
Tiok of informatson, ideas and (gt lon

The Nataral News has svolved 1o rflect e

joken, purzles or what Jave you, We nesd YO




Peregrine (The Wanderer)
by Peter Bamford

Eyes eight times sharper than mine
Chasel the landscape
Mapping long reaches of air,
Meticulously.

Unhurried:

But with intent.

On a sudden lash of wings
The falcon stoops.

(No wanderer now)
One-pointed,

A blur of speed.

The impact
Shocks all pulsing
To a stop.

Soft feather-burst
Sifts earthward.
Randomly.

Such majesty of stoop and speed!
Such mastery of co-ordinate and claw!
An autonomy

To be wished for.

Fiercely.



Book Review

The Last Tesmusian Tiger: The History,
Estimction, und Myth of the Thylacine Hob Paddle
Cambridgs Usuversity Prem

byJohn Hayward

Faddie"s book grew out of o dissertation, o foct too
apparen! w (s i e potces of deconatructive
Jurgun. Its obisgariory thenis is that the creless
destrucsion of this species wind the result of Europesn
sontemgd lor marsupisds i congarisan with more
familiar cuthersan

The thenis fnds etle s the way of Jegy, in & geowrs|
demrth of evidence that Tesmanian settiers thought
much shoet wildiife or had west reverance A feldow
placentale Faddle compensates through what has
beon descrsbed 3 ihe ot ¢xdausteve trawl through
ol references Ww the animal, and & gemeral sssault co
mont accepted wisdom

My ows reason fir teading the book was 3o refieve
that pagging curiosity une g2ty about Sung | will
never sec In this | was dsappointed. Nodung from
the nineteanth Century letiers, diaries or journsh
beought (he animal iy fooes. In the more thas 130
yeans that Furopesns shared the sdand with thetn
there wers iothing more han & few fleating and
peocrally meurious sightings of the thylacine im the
wild Much of the purportedly serontific observation
ud inferemoes ware wrong, oflen wildly sa

Paddiz has found evidence for & Sw santalising
supgustions, such es thst thylacines may have been
covperative hummees, and that, as pete, werg sometimes
described 43 engaging and responmive, bt the
vidence N unything is shmost 5 mengre as that of
B Tananian e, of which slmos nothing
mrvives.

Qe yrryth that Fadfiy convinsngly puts 10 rest is
that the thylacme was 4 serious thraat to sheep
Recoeds of 2arly pastoral coopatiies wuch a1 Vin
Diconan's, reveal that the vast bulk of produtioo was
From coavict and feral doge The mative “tger™ e
“tvena” provided & much beter sxplasition for poce
returms & detant sharcholders: When downturms m
the overseas wool market fasliod the uman
propemmity 1o seck acomsdible scapeygosts and demnom,
the tiger came 1 for persecution In nverse propoction
10 i dwindling numbers. 1t was i the lest quarser of
the nineteenth cemury that graziers formed & keague
for the sasmmation of the tiger and eaghe in & ares
where tigers were surtually extinet. They did 3o whsls
cladming an seessal predation rwte greater than he

Gstric's amtirs heep population

Pr fromn drwreptable grazien and their sgeesa
80 patfasmend Jad 10 the imposition of & bowty &
1888 The gencrous boundy resiliad in pathetically
fow being colleciod. but it was enongh Mt was finally
removed just befure she lam Mo spoviinen died of
woompetoncs and neglect 0 the Fobwnt Zoo in 1956,

What hept me gomg wigh this unlovely book after |
bad grven up hope of being able $0 omagine ihe living
ammal was 21 summingly accurste preview of the
Taamanian cultire we find soday. For anyone who has
observed the Tasmaman extabdisbancet bot on the 1wl
ol a white slophuant, it is all here: the perty greed, the
unfaliersng dishementy, the wastefulness, the porverse
spuhity

The woodchlp rameraid b 008 yot feacssd i
finmliry whers ovem our abysmal politsciams are
cumpetiod 10 start sssessg the dsasier The
econonug and atviroammenal kbovy of dairy peddock
rmgation has not yet appeased on our rates sboces for
tap water. Paddie’s book gives ws assaninge Bl e
things wilk comme 10 pass | whatevaer the puny pemesss
of fogc and common seme.

Ediror 'y Nose: at around $100, you mught want to
conuder barrowang this Sook from the Lhrary, s
are mill interested

New Bird CD

Dawvd Scewant s Roo Nagordka have combined
fecondngs o brang us the fong awested Teevanian
Hird Calls IF you want t0 extend your bird Lty for
bosh birds, you have 10 keow their calls

Avadlabde from Sook stores or from Kom $24

Duvain W "

Natuzre Noundd




