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_Pavon - Dervve More — -l . Beiar - An Wehvor
December 1, 2, Rocky Cape Meet ot the Burnie
Contacts Field Naturadists Shack in the Nationsl Park. Come
Sunday or stay overnight co Saturdey night csther i
e o sk ekl i Tl ity
. 2t afh water and a stove.
E-mail: Ron_Sarah@@vision. net.au is akeo n assorament of cutiery and dishes. Bring your
Jim Nelson Secretary wn bedding cr sleuping bag 0 uso oo the maftresses
Ph. 6368 1313 There wre wonderful walks in the Park o Abomiginal
E-mail: jenebson/@southcom. com au Caves, over the hoathinnd hillls or adomg the beach or
const. Everything will be & full Sower in December,
and the orchids sheuld be in sbundance. This Is one of
Pl ogl am .ﬂd Evem our favouriie spots that we try to get $0 omoe & yoar.
September 21, 21 23 Field Naturalists Jamusry 6, Mt. Arthur To be conflrmed in the
Federation Meeting Spomsored by ONFN. See next Bulletin: We would like 8o organise o stwy
hack page for mave mformanion. avernight i the Mt Arthar Centre near L ilydale
October 7, 9:30 am Narswatspn NP et U T T 57 %3
(formerty Asbestos). Maet af the cmry boceh car AGM & Social Evening
f'::-':u v ‘:um . < Bpmd
our attemnpt this yess
mined put in Angust. Lot to Jook ¢, from at the Weegean Hall
Foresier Kangaroos, 10 bird hides, 10 Sowering Nominations for all posttions
planty. Bring lunch and the usus! geer. Let's hope we sow being accepted
for good westher and & grent walk i the Park,
November 11, 9:30 am Launceston Gorge Flease come and bring a plate fur
Meet 3t Duck Reach Power Station upper carpark o potinck mest sherwarde
- take the Wostbury Rd. %o the IMospoct roumds-
bout Turn left on Stanley St {If going srwmds Dennis Wild
Launcesion), and follow 1 the T- janction where will present & slide sbow om
you bern right on Outram, sod thes mke e nect ART, Life, Nature
St on Corin and follow this 1o the carpark. after the meal
The trach follows the river dows i the Gorge ‘ BRI
and willl be » lovedy walk Shas time of year, with Friday Sept 7, Envirossnent Protection and
plants in flower, and bends, Hzards, fogs esc. slong Biodiversity Conservation Act Presentation by

the way Bring & hanch o cat in the Gorge before Eaviroamem Australis - Communay groups and ofher
walking beck up the trail. The Gorge has & number imderested parties 1230 ~ 2 00pm at the Tram Sheds,
of meer=sting and rare specics leveresh, Launceston. liportant Legisintion!!



Birds with Altitude
by Jim Hunter

Al over §,700 memes, Mt Everest i ull enoegh
poke into the jot stream, & high sltivode river of wind
Bat blows &t spoeds of more than 200km per e
Temperatures at this alitude can be Jow enough to
frecse exponed flesh instassly and there is caly one-
third the axygen avadlable st scs Jevel. Keronone can
not burn bere, helicopiers cannot fly here, yet every
spring focks of barsheaded goese, the world's highes
altwede migraom, fly from thewr winter fooding
wrounds i lowland Indis Sxough the Himalayan
mage 0 Belr nesting groumds in Tt (They wers
noted direcaly above Everest by Hilary and Norgay at
the culmination of the flre ascent ) Every Gl ey
retrace thowr rowte 1o India covering the 1500 km in &
ungle day.

These pocse weigh shout 2.27 kilos and stand 610
o tall with & | 8§ mewre wing span. Powerfll flappers
(0t sonreny) they are shie 1o take adhvantago of
powerfisl tadl winds rather than be tossed sbout by
thers—{hoy cun By over 75 km per he. on their own
power. Able 80 gauge and correct for draft they can
even fly s crosswinds wighout being blowa off course.
The ssme powerfil and uarersemting Nepping that
helps propel them over the mountaing also peocratod
body hest winck = retained by their dows feathers
Thiis Best, in tuen, belps kecp ice from badlding up on
their wings.

Bards, in genonl, sre budl for particularly efficient
oxygen uptake. Among the special features of the
avien breathing systom are several sacs tha

store imhaled wir that has passed through
S lumgs and then sond i back through the fungs
bofore it is exhaled. Thus birds circulate inbaled air
Srough Belr bangs twice, incroasing thetr
oppormaities for capesring oxygen Bards can also
pant for prodoagad periods without constricting the
Blood vessels in their beaina. So even when physicadly
taxed they keep thetr wits about them By contrest,
prolosged pasting m people reduces biood Bow o the
brawn, which peimes tham for bad decision naking.

As well, bar-heedod goese have 3 special type of
Tacmogiobun that absarbs oxygen very quickly when
the burds are af bagh altitudes-—es a result they can
extract mere oxygen Bom each tyeath of rarefied ax
than other binds can. Once their hlood &5 stoked with
axygen it nushes throagh capillares tat penetrate
particularty decp imo the muscies and tn energmed

migrsiory burds without the supenor Nlappeng,
rowpustory sed Circulatory power of the barhesded
goose, By close 10 the ground. Most songhirds Sy
between 150 - 610 metren, and most witerfowl sy
botwoen 60 « 1200 mietres.

But barhesdod gosse we a0t alone—bere we
some other kigh flyory and high livers

*  jumping speders, at 6,708 metres on Mt
Makul—he bighest knows full time land
dwellers—remarkahbly zo diflerent thae thew sea
level cousm

o  whooper swans, obsorved by s pdot at
8,230 meties over the Atlantic Ocess between
Feetand and Lurope

o mallard duck collided with an surplane
6,400 metres over Elko Nevada

o bardailed godwits uf almwost K096 metres
(we will rotwrm 10 this ose)

and the gramd champion, Rapells griffon, & vultese
with 8 3 metre wing span socked wio 8 jot esgine ot
11,552 metses over the Ivory Coest in West Africa
(the dasmmped plase landed safcfy—ihe vulture was
prodably less fortunate)

The high Oysr of this elite group relevant 10 us in
Northern Tasmania is the bas-tailed godwat which has
added lengmh 1o heaght and migrated from Alaska
NZ (11,000 km) = o single Sight (Gill, 2000). This
has only boest discovered in the last few years but
stready a petiern of extrecedinary fests is omerging
among the undra breadimg shorcbeeds that winles
(our suminer ) hore.

Flight of the Godwits

Until recently, it was thought that virtually all the

probica, thers wan always lsad or fands whder
them where they could stop and refued or take refuge
froen unfavourable weather Whether o not they
actually used, or even could use, the Jand under them
wi i conaiderad. Most of the staging arces ( where
the birds come together 10 Socks before mugrating)
and the transit arcas sre on the muddy cxtuaries of
barge vivers, the only places that cas provide
suflicient och fooding. Eforts sre being made 10 find
&nd grotect these aress tuoughout the flyway oot
an cavy task in places like Indosesis due to poverty
or Japen due to hostillity |

Howover, aot all the nugrants follow this route. 1t
has been known for abowt 10 years that bar-tailed
podwits of which over 100,000 yeack N7 each year,
wese American hends from Alaska. Simple banding
revended this much, but whes Sey sanzd putting



Bar-tailed Godwit

coloured Bagx on the upper legs ot decame possibile
10 follow the moverments of storebirds withost
capturing hem Aad m | 998 godunes flagged in
Amerulia tumed up on the hwoeding grounds in
Alacka They wre soen in Kamchotha and Japun
poing Nordy, but no Almskan bind has boen recorded
I Asia going South. Careful checking of weights

Alagkan The samw pantern has turned up with
goidon plover amd tumsooe bards that have idents-
cal dooking populatices both sides of Bering Stras,
suggestang that those in SE Ausralis may alwo be
American. (Those in NW Australin are Asian)
The Eastern Bartadled Godwit { Linose
lapypomica hauerd) is now thought o sest exclu-
sively i W. Alaska where over the coee part of ms
range, mevivad is correlated with peroent sncw melt
Godwits pest both in constul wet mesdows, sech as
ocour throughout the Yukon Delta and in gently
rofling moatane arcas 0of NW Alsska, East to the
ceotral Brooks Range. On e cove Yukon Delta
nesting area the bulk of e bards arrive the secosd
week of May, and chutches see usually completed
between the 3" weck of May 1o the 2% week of
June. Thervughout its mnge the Godwit sehdom nests
in densities 0f more thas & fow paies per g km The
4 egu clutch s incohated by both adults snd within
» couple of days of hatching the chicks are able %o
follow the adult aver severad busdrod metres of

tundra 10 ares, wmally on mosntain ridges, where
other adulty have moved their broods. Here they
form loose apgrogations guarded by a few adult, the
other adulty having departed for the coastal aging
groonds. By aurly Asgest the juveniles will have
oioed the adules these.

On the maging grounds the diet of both adults and
pevenllex shift frum mostly insects during nesting wo
marine inverichrates, espectally small clasm. The
extensive intertidal mead flats of the Yukon Delts and
Alsshn Penmsula esturnies become the Godwin
home for the next 2 months while they begin body
moult and fatten for migration. During this period it
is commaon fiwr birds 1y double telr body weaght with
over 50% of this gais being fat. R Gill (1999)
reports “Before megration starts a birds intemal
organs strophy—< g gut, kidacy and fiver—-to make
mwom for the stomge of fil.” Just ane mone resson
come strasght South non-stop. These i loads aro the
highest reconded for sy migmtory bird end are
adogquuie for an unssssted flight fom Alsska wNZ
150t the birds do bettor that that —hey use the winds
of the Aleutian Storm Front which forn in e Gulf
of Adeskn at this time of your, which rotating clock -
wise providos & sowtherty il wind of 60-590 km per
he for up to the first 3000 km,

The best information we have on bow shocebinds
use the wind 1o thewr advantage comes from studies
of the Westorn Sandpeper, the ebuadant bet tiny (30
) stist that nests om the sune ares of tunden as the
Godwit, but migries down the West coast to winter
0 Pamama. Theoy have several sutmbly spaced
estuaries for refuciling nlong the wary, but when
some were grven smadl mdio transminess 10 cerry it
was dscovered they were aften overflving them.
Gioing Nerth, with the storm fromt reversed & spring.
bards were flying son siop foes San Francico Bay
% S Alaskan tundra, over 3200 koy, in less thes 40
boars. This is = average spead of 30 kph for 2 bird
at cam only fly 40 kph. With the detaiiad wind and
weather records available for this ares, i was possi-
ble %0 Bactor these in and oaly then did their imposes.
ble feat bocome possible. And #t wis revealod By
were varying eir deight s 1o 6,096
motres —wherever the most fivourabic wimds
wers—in do R

Goddwits occur in small numbers Swoughont the
Pucefic lalands, particatarly Fiji, whach is directly on
the Right path to N.Z., but nowhere are they seen In
Inrge mumbers, and il appears most come seraight
through. At & wesght of 350 gms, they carry encough
fued 10 do just that, and just like in an airplace, #t
would be 2 great dimdvassage w carry unneoded
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el In the bast year, severnl depurtires Bom Alaska
were correlatod with arrivals ia N.Z_ and # appearn to
tuke sbout § days. Many N.Z. banded birds turn up
in Austras, but It i not cortain (f our birds ave
tramsiting N 7. or have & separnic route.

Of 4 Godwat spocies, 3 have tursed up i Tasma-
nin, but the Bar-tailod Godwit is by far the most
comgon. The Black-@sed Godwit comes from Asia
1o Australia s considarshic nember, but only recly
renches Tasmands. The Hudsonian Godwit & 8 perely
American bird that has & small brceding outpost ju
e same area of Alaska as the Bardailed. Most years
a few of these binds mansage %0 get in @e wrong Bock
and wind up in N.Z. isstead of Tierm del Faggo. One
spent & pummer in Taamanis n 1994, and » few
others have roached SE Australia

The caslest place o see Godwits i on the mud
flats af the mou of e Tasmar 8t Gourgetown, from
about the ead of Seplember o e first week of
March
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Singing in thin air
by Rene van Pewr

Rarw vt Poar s @ Duleth wetier On sy st sound et
who Hon met on e recsnt concert tour oversass. Rene
has & parSosder lrswreat in B sounde of satae. The
falvrwing srihche la prirmt with hie pearngssion

1t was on & cold Sunday moming that a Duich
reed player 100k & camen: arew o the Amatesdasn
200. in & live television progmmene ho was going 0
demoastrate 8 pheaomenoa he had conse aceoss
pitbons responded 10 his masec, in sach & way that
e imzraction wes remuniscent of doctteg [0 frons
of n cape he played all smaner of medodies, riffs and
sounds. While the apes were lews than foethcoming
the preseter wondered whether he spotied the
response he had come here S “AN yex, | beliove

somethag &5 happeming now ™ Laster be could be heatd
conforrmg with the tuscaan - 1f whal ihcy witnesscd
now, was commgarabbe 10 e cwrber expenences of the
hatter; whether the mpes perhaps aoedad time o get
esod 1o the camen crew, or 10 warm up 1o what wes
expectod flom them

This deo ternad what they had sdended 40 be an
eye-opener 010 & classical comedy of confusion. We
sy sfely assume St some Mort of o Ieracnon
had taken place (why clse woeld the musiciun bave
been 00 cosfident that he wanted 10 demonstrwic it hive
oo tefevision?), bt sppsrostly sot much Bought had
boen given about what had sctually hagponed when he
Sad Nt comned responscs fhom these antmals with his
instrument They had not stopped 10 wonder what
makes gibbons vocalixe in the flest place, how their
calls and soogs are structured, bt had 1eden for
praated that gsbbon songs can somehow be equated
with music, Bl gibbons wosld ke any opportunity
0 respond to sounds that are in fict slien fo them,
Possibily the Shought had aot crossed thew mind that sy
wind andevm) motivetions for censtiing strectursd soonds.

A frilure %0 understand, thon, on s doep bevel, with
hilanious consequences. A basic misumdersaanding,
undoubto®y rsuliting from bemy rooted i wrban life,
which has its effiects on the perception and waderstand-
ing of phevomona that have not ensorged in Tesponse o
wrtan, man-made, cnviroements - end resulting from
not boing sware of this. The envirosssced bumans have
crested arvund themsetves & mbended 1o functon e a
life support system, # somipermeable memibwane thal
whould ward off potential agents of destruction (or
docomfon) and et in what is seen &2 bensvolend - an
extemsion of the skm, 30 10 speak. For our protection
and survival we rely om our imventivences and
craftananship, and on Se resources that we have at
our disposal.

1n this cultuses from all aver the world don't diffi
20 much. The difforonoe lies primasily m the resources,
which s tern detormune the living condtoes. In
industrial and post-isdustrial scictics there Is los of
a2 scule sevse of how powess from nature sxflucnce
our lives 0o a day 10 day baste. O the other hand,
when all chue (hils we are more Shan ready 10 resont
powers outside the realm of wist our ksowledgr can
accomplish. Bursing candles, visitng fhith heslers,
invoking the power of nembers - 1 spite of all
sciennific progress and the poutivia matenalste
oatlook it has spewnod we bave ovidontly re@ined the
belief in seperbusan forces

In socicties where people live off the land contacts
with natural surroundings are Sir more snenediste and



e m Lok rdtandey of the daily gomgs-on there
el ogaetane ey eg stienios 10 the
sightedt detail can mesn ihe defforence botween |ile
and death To prosect themaetves fom such
overwhelming powess sl 10 get these 1o wirk fiw
them, peopie have had 1o develop ways 5o addross
them Arguastdy stensifiod and concertzd modes of
sctivities (rituals Sl would eetail snging, reciimg,
dance, docomticn of the body ) coald summon and
chatncd e encrgy necessary 1o establish contact
with those powers.

An example of this w the rimual for fendizng
miilet soed, conductod by the Bunun tribe of
Taiwan, They plant & grain of mulller, then form &
carcie around # and start 10 sing 8t pHiches Bat rise
with every round The overall effict is of a chord
(hat is lifted ever a0 gently - but if you lusen closely,
you cam hear Setecodyning occur. Some of the
partcipants push ey toee epwasd in 2 loag dawe
out movement, spproacking the othor until they are
fust nucrotones spart afler which they move away
sgain. Thes oy create an uncatury throbbeeg
sound that rises and subsides in waves

The amadogy betwoen the rmng of (he choed and
the growing of the plant & of a poetic clary. Mille
besng the staple food of these people, thas ritual i of
vital importance. The heserodyning @evb must be
miendod © add exara posency 1o the song The
sound » of & Aaggerey micssily W thoss who
prodhce i1 Bt has the effect of binding the singers
together-and i s the resell of a concertod effort.
Ancther mapect of the rieal is that according to the
Busue millet has cars. The scod (and, more
mporuntty, the spust that inhabats 2) sctually hears
what & sung %o il. The men are directly addressing
(his 00 kevned, and Syough i all the others they wre
wbowt 1o sow. What Is more, this song s part of &
larges rituel cycle that takes place oo various
occasons throughoot the year

Evidently these people ave on spesking terms
with the naseral world. The et (hat nature lives
mdopendendly from them and bas 10 be negatisted
weith, is ingrained in their thoughts and thew calture.
1 16 am integrnl part of thes lives. It is an expression
of how they view their world. It binds the people
Wgesher us 8 community 1t idestifies hem, they
deneify thermoedves theough it. It springs from an
swanenesy of their posstion e the web of Mie. This is
an exquisitely sophisticated, imegrased complex of

nature in & more intimase way as well Particslarty
twaching i & Hitle chast mcnod by Tevan berders

10 re-establish the te botween & newly bom animal and
1ty meriher, o socare ity seevival. Even though theee arc
wedl-definad pich costours the Tavans themseives vie
this as separate from their music. T bind of moocd
MAgIC song Cxisty i & category of i own.

Emitation Soes accur as well. O & recording of
Centeal African masic i the Unesco serios of
Biresrehce Musicaphos one can besr how poople
mimic the sosmd of drops in & rain dance. There are
mumeroes caamples of very convincmg mamations of
saamal calls 1o hure hem im o hest. For o recordeng
released by Folkways an Indian from the Beaziban
Jungle gives out an entire series of lifelde cally, hoota
wnd cries. Only the last, the jaguar, is nowhers aear the
real thing No explasation is grven, but without sy
doute the hunter must have thought 1 wise not J0 enter
on & coune that might twing bam face 1o faoe wirh the
most powerfed being m s woeld,

Moagolian mssc sbounds with galloping chythum,
mnedutely yeminiscent of the horse - tho animal that
has of old hoen most Erportant to the Moagols. S0 mun
50 That & hoy was only named (snd thus became a man
when ba wis given & hotse. Without (he animsal be is &
nobody 1t appesrs in the maor Mongol e mstrumest,
the morin-Aimwr, of borschead fiddle. A sory tells how
the borse of & hero was tasformed mio the firt more
bhwwr afler it death, when the man stroked the animal
out of griel. The souad of the fiddie can indood be 8
close approximution of the voice af & hoese.

Another level of cooversing with natwre can be foen
i Afghan nousic, if e Talibaan government haw 't
rooted it out, that is. Rubdb players often take & caged
bird with h=m om stage, pecferably a mightingale, but 3
canary will do as weli, Som time o time during the
concert the bird will sieg with the music - a pinnacle of
acsthetic and spitual beauty, according to the audionc
The bird is scen uy & medintor between humass and S
suprome being. Consoguently, whenever 1l starts (0 wny
peampes! by fhe music, & direct line w establshad with
the powers on bagh.

Something siosdar happenad in rehearsals of the
Macwunas Ensemble, the music group of the Dutch
sound artid Passl Pashuysen who has an aviary in has
wudio, a large space 0o the second Boor of Het
Apoliohuis, the building where be lives, works, and
(untdl January 1957) presented exhabations and conceort
A recording made of this evenst was tefessed 0a CD. In
the liner notes to this altwm Panhuysen describes the
circumstances of s 500/ comving togesher, The stud
whese the reconbing is made i the sume room whery &
birds live in their aviaty. The bleds wese s0 mspired by
the wound of the slaminiun strps, that they ommoadate
Jjoined the muwc as improvising musicises sed



comtinoed to play with us in an often very loud st
compertive way for moee than an hosy. The birds
stopped caly sftor we had stopped. The event was not
planned, it jest happened. .~

However close this comes w the Afghan setup, #t
doen mot have its spiritusl dimonsions. But, =
comrast with the weaderful son-cvent in the
Amsterdam 200, # was based on some kaowledge of
what was gomg on, derived flum chose obweryation -
although, admeasedly, chance did play & stparficant
role @ it In fact, we have mirived ot 2 place whero
sk from orsl tradimions wnd costesnporary Western
wund works overfap. Here the expressions are also
imdscative of humas views oo thesr relstionship with
mature. Sometimes there iy evidence of an stiempt to
fathom what is going ca out there, but just as often
the product can be the result of igeorance sed
ndifierence. Of oot wantiog fo reakize that there s
something to know there: This fiedd is another mater
shogether, waiting 1o be explored. Befbre it is 100 late
Aniscthineemamewobecspiond

Masked Lapwings, Winged
Watchdogs!

by Savah Lioyd

Love them or hate them, Masked Lapwings
Hanellus miles, with thes distinctive appearance and

penctruting coll muist be smony our best-known hirds.
Foe me, thear call s the most evocative of all our
native species. It i remiiniscent of ey childiood in
Hobart where lurge numbers used 10 congregale on the
playmg feld opposite amy home - just one of e birds
that froguemied the city and sparked my interest in
cmithology

On taliback radio recently | heard these birds being
deseribed as “possums of the air ™ Puzzried by this
description, | thought Shat pechaps it referred to the
mumber of commplalints sbout the brds 10 Parks end

Wildlsle - sexond only to those secetved about
possume, spparently. Or i # bocause they, like
posaunm, have benefited by the actrvities of people and
have spread 1o the exaent that Shey are now »
conspecuon composem of oar wildlife?

Ay resson for the complaints excapes me, 45 these
are harmios birds, and their presemce o close quarners
should be regardod as an oppoctunity rather than a
troatl. [mdved, inkabitan of lerger mainiand cities
welcome the presence of this bird and thewr delaghtfully
camoufiaged chacks 23 n reminder that nasere does wiil
exist, even in aress dominsted by concrote, glass,
metal and waflic

The Masked Lapwing wis uncammaon al the tame
of European sendement, being restricted 1o the
relstively small arvas of naseral grassland that
occsrred throughout the state Bt 2 the hand wis
Chesred for \owns and cition, and pessorn] developiment
rapidly increased arsas of seitabie habitat, there was o
comesponding increase in the number of Lapwegs.
The bird soon found aress sech as paddocks, pleying
fedda, school growads, sirficids, roadside verges and
tackyards 1o its Iiking and these dayy Taemama
considered the stronghadd for the Masked Lagwing

Known for many years as the Sper-winged Plover,
its mame was changed 10 confbnm o mermations)
standards of clasdfication and nomenclature and to
botter reflect iz relationshp 00 Nordern Hemmphere
Lapwings. Certain clements of the plurmage pattern e
conramon 10 most lspwings, the td i always whae
busaily ond wsually has o hroad Nack band dstally.
The wing alwsys has biack primaries and usually &
broad whate strpe. Characiers frequent among
lapwings bt not found m plovers are a crest, facal
watthes snd wing-gurs.

Lapwings belong 10 a famaly thet includes Dottereds
end Floven. |n Australie there are seves resident and
twelve migratory specie, most of whach beoed m the
Northern Hemiphere sand undertake romarksbie
Joarneys o spend the summer monthe heeo Bt the
resident Lapwing, with its pecference for the babitats
we bave omated, gives us the privilege of observing s
brveding und complex social system at chose gearters

The sest, n slight depression sometames lined with
s twig, pobiles or dried deag. is usually situsted
on slightly elevaled groand near temporary water. Fge
Mying can bogm as onrly m June and after =
moubanon period of about four weeks, the well-
camouBagad young are lead 1o fhe water edgs where
they find an abundance of inverichrate fhod in the
Soem of carshworems and imsects, s weil s soeds sod
other vegetable matier With their exposire 10 extreme
weather comditaons st this time, along with the



addibonal teeats of livestock, people, prodatory
bards, dogs and traffic we showld marvel that this
adaptable burd das amy broading seccess st all!
incubation and guandmg the nest and young is
shared by both sexes. 1 an intreder & spotied the
Daomiliae strident call is wtierod making hem one of
the most reliable ‘watchdogs’ you can hope foe. If
S 't enough 1o keep intruders ot bay I resorts
50 deve-hombeng passers-dy. Thin s no doubt
desconcerting %o those being ywooped, but | wm yet
0 bear of anyons being wounded by e spus
Actwal pliysical comtact is more likely o be the
result of people waving their urms mround ks soose
sort of defionce agamet the bird which is, afler all,
conmderahly smalier thas & person.

Leatead the spur 15 probably used 10 prestest
effect on Mghflying prodason Hike Swamp Harmiens
or Brown Falcons and spectacular aerial combats
can be witnessed whes such conficts occur,

Masked Lapwings live m [ndonesia and New
Giuines 53 well s Australin. Two subspecies occur,
mtles in arvms nocth of Tewsaville, and

i 19352 where the population has now reachod
over & thoussad hirds. Vagrant birds of the
southern ssbapocies have als roach the sosthwot
of Western Australia sad are seen 25 an occasional
visitor 8o New Guines indcating that individuals
can move great distasces. More recently there has
boen & report of broeding i New Caledonia. It
remmins 1o be seen (f the population, now
numbering shost 11, will be viahle

Its stwility to expund its range in association with
peopie s Birly unsal @ the bird world. One may
wonder at the corresponding decrease s the bind
specaes whose habitst was cleared 10 provide those
conditions so favoured by the Lagwing. The abilsy
of the Lapwing % spread also raises other
@eextions about the potestil for speciation, sed
the passable competitios with local endemic
oIS

Madkzd Lapwings seom 10 prefer flying loog
destances at night. Thes may be bocause its
characioristic ermtic jerky Sight, 1o which its name
Lapwing allodes, is not strong encugh for it 10 out
fly pesdatory birds. And now that | live = a place
that 15 devoid of any seitsble lapwing habitat, if s
only whes they undertake thew night-time sojourms
over our house that | hoar e benutifully
evocatve call
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Cordyceps gunnii with caterpiller

Cordyceps fungi are msect parasites, and commonty
indest the larval stages of mothe and bestion When the
avadable food rums




Spring Field Nats Federation Events

The Central North Field Nassralists are bosting the next Federntion moeting to be held af The Arm River
Owidoor Edecation Centre On Fraday, Septermnber 21* until Sundey September 2%

How to get there: Fallow the Liess Rosd from Mole Croek flae approximaicly | Tkm peasing (he Marakoops
wnd King Soloenon Caves tummoffs. Continue past the Cradie Mountain turm-off for another 1 5km om the Mersey
Forest Road At this point you will pass over the Arm River Bridge and the road becomen graved. Tur right omo
Maggs Road, about S00m from e Bridge. The center is located on the right approximately 1km along this road.
The drive from Mole Croek 1o the conter willl take aboat 30 minutes.

Facilities: Domtory myle socommodation is available for 40-50 peopie. Bunks and maltresses are seppiied.
Poaple will nend to bring their own slocpwmg. b, blaskets cic. Theve s plesty of rom cutdoon to pick a tent
Male and fermale toilees and showers are locsted on the ground floor of one 0f the scoocmmodation uses

The Kitchan has » large gas stove with an ovem and fdge. Adjacent i the kitchen is » dining room with tables,
chairs and 3 wood hester. Ouidocr Barbecues aye locased within the grossds of the centes

Cooking utensily, iscloding pots s pass, cutiery, plates and cups are NOT provided.

240 V. porwer is availsble. There is plenty of fresh water and firewood snd there i & phone for emergency use.

Accomemodation fees:

Adults $11.00 per night
Smdeots $3.30  per night
Saturdny evening menl $18.00 for & sumptuous foast (see befow)

To give us an idea of numbers for catoring purposes plowse coatst
Jim Nelww ph: 6368 1315 cmail joselsondipouthooes comau |
Seenh Lioyd  phe 6196 1350 emadl mnablloyd@iprimes coman
Activithes: The Arm River sres offers a range of possidilities for field natuesiizing. This boug the case, we have
feft much of fhe weekend froe Sor poople to explore the evea snd pursee thesr own infeseats w1 their own pace As
wsual, peaple with expertise n fungl, sails, orchids, bieds, mvericheates and bosany willl be atending and we will
CGroofl Shanmon, wha has becn bandiag birds in the sres o the past severtl years, will show us his methods
either om Saturday or Sunday depending on the weather.
Many walking tracks we located within (he geseral ares.
From the centre itsell there in the Arm Falls Track which i  short (20 mimute retarn) walk
There is & raindorest loop (45 misuses returs ) which cromses the Arm River st the beidpe.
The Maggs Mountain Scenic Lookout wallk (1.5 hours return) provides smgnificent views
A shart drive will take you 10 the start of other walks that access the Woeld Heritage area:
Loes Paddock Track
Walls of Jorusslem Track
Anm River Track

Friday 21" September.
At 1200 Memben of the Cemral North Fiehd Namralists are planseng 1 serive to light
fires cte. (Poopie should ko (hew own Mrangements for the Friday evening meal )
738 Dunmy Soccol will show e his collection of slides maunly of fungi
Saturday 12% Sepeember: Walks
. $.09 Federation mesting
§30 ONFN momber snd renowoed cook, Mariama Hunter, ably assistod by her daughier
Citangali and huband. fam will present the Satsrday evensng meal Marinma specishioes in badian cook ing and
has agroed 10 provide & sumptuous et s tis remote location for an extremely rexsomsble $18 per person. The
CNFN will provide both alcobolic and moa-alcobolsc drinks
Afer dlsner Geoff Shannce will give us 8 brief cutiine of his dind handing sctivities
Sunday 239 Scptember.  Bird banding with Geoll Shasnon (weather permetting)



