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Walks

SATURDAY 930 um November 11, Sieve
Croain's property 234 Frankford Rd. Excter. Stove
s an Envirosssental Consultan and he has
propared a managemant plan for his bash block.
Part of the block m wet and mary require gum
boots. Rare plants scluding Srvnoma Steve n
londly providing » BBO. Bring a plase to shars.

Sumday 10 wm November 12, Plast Identifica-
tion field day Outlook Mt Rolend angd the
Understory Netwiark fnvile you o slicodd. Mesting
Point: 105 O'Neills R4 (off Claude Rd. st Gownie
Park. Guest Speakon Hichard Dosaghey (Land
for Wildlife) and Richard Barses (Botanist).

Sumday November 19, 5 pm Our AGM &
BBHQ and Entertuinment ut the Weegena Hall,
A shors AGM wall be followed by a mesd BBQ
plate avaslable Fleese being somethung to pass, and
whateves you want 10 st or BBO) and drsk,
Afterwards, Kon & Sersh will make an sural
prosertation on “The Language of Birds”
Progosed fusare cxsursces—your mggestions are
welcome  December 3, M1, Roland

Jarary 7, Cradie Mountain
Fetwuary Pengum shell
March Kelsey Ther

Central North Field Naturalists
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Environmental Weed or
Habitac?

By Martyn Evwings

Rubus frusticasus is the conumon blackberry
found Broughout many parts of southern Australa
and the beswe of many Tasmanan farmen’ lives
My observatioow are that blackborries are a very
wvasive and adaptable plant that may lve in a
wide variety of habutass, such as wetlands, riparan
006, lemporary wirler courses, well dramed
slopes and even the suburhan back feoce (although
sesrngly sbeent fhom alpine arem sed deop within
ol growth: forest)

Along with its original sponsor, Homo saprens,
Slackherries have invaded native forests An
“innocent™ nct of maes dishurbance by & bulldoser
withsn a native forest (chear fedling), followed by
the sbuodance of 1ight creates & perfect seed bed.
All @t s now required sre complimentary berd

sodl by imechanscal mogass or fire only seeems 1
encoursge thase thorny clumps 10 sackar more
With plartatsons aplenty throoghout this state,
expect blackberries 50 be ono of the many weods
coming o & tree frm near you

Sa, for farmens and the tdy-minded, graying of
Berbicides are ofien used o rid areas of
backharries, although %o acksieve | 007, sucoons
erndication, follow up speaymng may be required for
yeoars aller For ondly one sucker need survive and
re-catablabooont 1 under way.

I"ve lived anongst these o caliod degraded
pastuced aress often refirred (0 oy unmanaged
wastclands for several years now This land |



belseve to have heen dlonrod cartfier thes century, whsie
loaving a fow remnant pockets of native vegetation an the
ploces of ground uwsustable for (emung, .o 1o wet or
wecp Pastare must have originally been sowm to bo umed
for grazing, but over the years for whatever resson the
Sand was left t0 its own devices and the stocking rme
reduced 0 & fow cantle and sheep.

This is when we amived and proceeded 10 waich the
Blackberry chumps expand so that they almont link up
hose aresn of remnant rative vegetation. Over the years |
have walked amongst these thicksts and have noted the
Hhm-“wuhwhdv#nuud

Feral Cate, Black Diacks nesting, nesting Calamanthus,
Scarlet Robim, Suporb Fairy Weens maspeciad 1 be
mesting, Tasmanian Native Hem, Creen Rosellas, House
Sparreas, European Goldfinches, Copperheads and Tiger
-t-AhhonW-mOm

seversd ofher spocies of animals 10 use these Mlackbemes
1.2 Silvereyes, Water Rats and plarypus near the water
courses, Brown Rats, Long-nosed Posoroos, Southern
Brown Bandicoots, Spotted-tailed Quolls (koat chicherm
one night 1n 2 Bloody mesa) and posbly more

Comaadering our house i not in the bush and is of least
SO0 metres from the nearest large tract of bush this
number of species in chose proxtmity 1o our Swelling
aownds me | can only assume that blackberry Suckets
wre somewhart like the tight understorey that was once
fourd on this now cleaced but “dersliet” farm land. The
wildlife has quickly carved a niche within this humaa
mistake (blagkberry imtroduction) showsng the true
rosolve and perhaps gowing necessity of Taxmanian
wildlife 10 adapt 10 & changing coviromment, This
survival ngasst man’s gallent effocts 10 keop them at bay
inddens me so!

Now if theses woeds (habitat) were 1o be removed and
only pasture re-sstablished, |
fesr our link 10 the distant
bush would disappear along
with this diverss list of -
wildlife. Then we wouldbe (4 joi
surroueded by what 1 consider
to be & true wastzland!

I n perfioct world things
would be different, | & mative
re-vegetatson, but untsl then
1"1l treamure this habaat.
What's more the fruit can be
delicous

Fungl 2000

oy Savak Lioyd

I starsed seriounly collecting fungs st Black Sugarinef
m May this year 1 was S day sfler our sutimn field
wip 1o the Mount Careless srsn where we soom filled a
Tunchbox with fiungl which Rom brought hoess 10 identidy
Fornssately an extension %0 cur howse had just been
completod and soon all aveilable surfaces w the room
wesy covered with fung laid out oo sheets of paper %0 the
coltnr of e spore prist could be obasyveld. More by
accident than desagn, this light sad sunny room wes
parfect for air<drying specumers (Which once dry, were
placed on a card in a plastic zip-lock hag to swait flarfher
SxamEmation)

1 e, a8 & fabrio artast, 1l was S COOMBOUS VaneTy
of shapes, texsares and colours that inttially sparked my
interest. Bt ot was ondy when reading more shout these
“mwuumuwuu
eavironeent that | 2arted 10 appreciate their
Did you know that “without [the activities of fung:] kife
on the carth would be seriously run down i 20425 yeans
o wosld sbowly coase”™? (Pulier and Robimson 1992)

Another imtnguing sspect of fumgi & the epbwmaral
and unpredictable nature of their fruiting time. Fung are
ever present in the ewvirnnment but are nwostly made op
of mrvisible by phae—smicroscopec thread-tike strucosres.
The frusting bodies sppear unly pesiodically (o give us »
hint of this vast subterrancan Iz

Bt It was the clemont of surprse that really got me
hooked? Nearly every moming, and often wathin metery
of the house mew fiang would appear; The colours of the
stipe, cap and gl poces ware in some species beautifully
coordinated, in others starkly contrrsting, such as in
Diermocybe pmatro-venets with 1tx beight green cap and
femon yellow gills.

Newt came the overnight walt for the colowr of the
spore print which separutes specumem into famslies. [n
oo apecies the spores are refessed quickdy and will
Seave & patiern that i & sharp representation of the tiers of
lamellulas (i) Some species releass thewr spores
dowdy leuving 2 bonntifally shaded print.

Together with the becteria, fungi are the decomposors
in the envirommest Nesther plamt noe animal, fung
(which were wti] recemtly regaeded as part of the
betanical kingdom ) are mow placed m a Kingdom of their

w oo Unfike planty, Rangt Inck chdoropin®l so must obtam

energy from other sowrces. They have & vanety of life
modes Some are maprotrophic-—extractsg nuriats
from decaving organic matics Scme erc parasitic on
plants or animals. The rest are myecorhizal—in which
case modified roots known as mycorrhiza provide the
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means for carbodvidrates and sugars so move fram plam
1o famgus whele soil netneets and water move from
fangus 10 plant. 7% of plast specics have this symbiotic
or ematually beseficial redationship with fung and the
ntyeoochizal fangi thus play an imporuon wie
maintaning the health of plam cotrununities

Considering thew importance, # s sarprising that s
histle is known about gt i Australia. FUNGIMAP
anms 30 addross this lack of buseline duta

FUNGEIMAP iy £ schemme 10 mup the distribution of
100 species of Australian tmishvoorsa, toadsiools and
other fungi using the sformation sent in by & natwork of
volumieer recorders scroms Austealls. The prosect
comunenced in 1995 with aght target species, soon
cxpasdod W 50 with a further 50 sdded in 1599

1 didn't hear sbout FUNGIMAP until March 2000 and
when | recesved the list of the 100 tangst specics & fow
woeks later realised very quickly thet | knww slmost
nodhung stout the subjoct. However, & few of s had
decidod that 2000 would be the year 10 seriosmly
investigss mycology sed the FUNOIMAP project gave
me sddod ncettive o leam. | wis wresily eocourngoed
when the very flest musteoom | found was & tanget
specion, the “rocting shank" Yernds custralls, right under
the clothes ! Between May Bth snd when we lefl for
the massdand on 20th June | found 16 target specics on
Black Sugarioef, acd » fursher two st several different
locatirns m the sens-and zone on our travels

We experienced & fairly wet autumn ot Black
Sugarioaf this year—ideal weather for the fruiting of
many species. A daily walk to » different habetat ywlded 2
bucket Sl of specimens snd the cullection scon
numbered over 150 spocimens. As » fung novics the
whale experiency became sameowhat overwhelnung' To
add o my sense of frustrasion, | wes without the
necessary microscope (100X} which i needed 10 ¢xamene
nusTuscup festures such e spoces etc,—the only mare
way of determeming gerin and spocica in many cases. And
there m o comproboneve guide 1o fungi (n Australia so |
had to rely on photogrupts and drawings o the various
books we have accumulated 10 assist in identification.
The books from Great Britain (sec refircnces) were very
hefpfal—fungi 1 2 universal son of subject, maybe
because of the exsent 10 which & nvolves people’s
stamacts'

Some of the books had a key, but &s approaimately
0% of fang in Australia e yet 1o be Gusd, et alone
named, many of the species Sulin't quite fit and it soce
became clear that the best | could hope for wan 10 sssign
maost spocinsens 10 & Smily or gesses Taste and smell, e
well s msacro and mecroscopic festures, can play an
Important role in fungl Mentification One fungimap
target, Cortinariuy albids, has & distinet carry-like

odour sed the fmedistely poppery flavour of the
coral fungt Clavicorona puperata is characeristio
of that specien. Retemtion of colour on dryng &
another unportant featurs 10 observe. | thought | hed
found the beaurtifiel blue cortinar Corfrmariuy
romndiaporss several tmes, b It was ouly
caco—ihe uther ones tumed trown on drying

Sinilarty, | thoughe | had found the /)ygrocpbe
covvica utll 1 really dhd find it—it started turning
Black snmediately on being handled

My dsappotntment sl having 10 loave Bk
Sogarioad in what wes & fantastic year for fungs fix
our trip o south-west Quectisland was short lived,
&4 the semi-and mooe had also experienced much
raan over the peeceding months stimwlating the
prodaction of masy frusing bodios, two of which
were fungumap targsts.

Spring 5 not & great e for fungl, ot several
speaca (ruther than several buckets flall) appesr
wach woek which 15 about the pace | con cope wigh. |
have %0 O catulogoed 171 apecien from Black

tcrestingly, not ane messber of the bolete Genily
has appessed, and | sesm 10 remanber sn
shumdance of bolete species last year

We recently found the stramge ook ing fuise
Marel Gyromitra esculessa. This species & widety
cuten in Eurcpe, sormuadly without Jf efisce.
Oceasianally, however, they cause sovers potsoning
and mey even be ftal This & peobably duc to the
sctive ingredient, mooometity (hydrazioe ( an
wamuxmmm
cvaporated by cookang Like some cogher fungi
Soxims, this insidious poisos can have & delayed
effect, sympioms cely appearing bours, sometimes
Gays afler ingestion by which time severe and
reversible damage has occured 10 vital ongans
suck an kidneys or hver.

Mesowhile, while | sticipuic the fleney of next
autumn, | bave tracked down & microscope and lock
forward o0 exploniag the microscopic world of
sporea, basidia, trama and clamp connections of
those species 1've collected thus far—the pink
prometncally-shaped spores of the famsly
Ensolomatacese sound especially fascinating What
» wonderful world!
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Lake Bindegolly (20-26/7/2000)

by Ron Nagorcha

Wio are camped about 20 metres from the curros
shorehme of Lake Bindegolly in SW Qoeersland. Every
tenih vear or so there is no shoreline bere st all, the leke
s dry-<but this year 8 s sknoat fill. We walked past old
fences mretching way out in the water one merming, and
s teeming with birde. “Bied hyaven™ to quote Sersh.
Orvcasnnlly, the soft whirring of mamy wings will alent
you to 8 flock of Conmonems (Pied sadior Black andior
Cireat) diractly overhead. They are here in the
thousands to judge by the musbers that go back and
fonh cach day. Crested Termm pans hry—beads down
evamining the water for fish. Ocesssooally 8 Brolgs
slowdy fies past smtting am honk. Lange flocky of dacks
fezd betweon the shoreline and the droweed Ligaun
Muweklendecksa wp. which hides the Little Grasshinds
crmtting Gir plaintsve muical ory

Where the road (a tager sealod highway 1o
Thargonsadah and heyond) croases theough the middle
of the lake thers s & causewny and bridge causing o
bottleneck in the already narrow lake The ares & well
vegetated and there ace bird liternlly everywhere Ducka
and Girobos bonk and carry om Girest-crested Grobes and
Hosry-boaded Orcbes Bave both been seen with cheicka,
und allow obwervation # close quaners. A Clamoross
Reed Warhler entertains us all a5 it goes sbout
mum«mmm
congectured as the others of its species nearry were ot
nenrdy as loud) Whisthing Kitex snd Swamp Harrers
patrol the siies. It wa 6 days befoen we sighted o
Wedpe-tailed Eagle—pretty urmsual in Sese parts,
where they ahwny seem to be around. ¥t looked
magnificent—closo and low over some nearby trees

Other notable sightings have bosn & Peregrine Falcon,
2 Sacred Kingfisher, Pelicam and the wonderfully
urrsual Pink-cared Duck | which 10 quote Pizaey is 2
“pourty named small duck with huge, square-tipped grey

forohoad and face with clown-like dark brown paich
over eye e tuly amazing sight

Pink-eared Duck

Lok Bmdegolly s on an ancssrst Sault line and o
the central lake of ¢ mall independent catchemen
{Omly S0k 10 the cast and you're I the Murray-
Datfmg basin ) ¥ /s vp Som both ends and = very
Jong sod narrow Hemce hirds foed close 1o the
adges, muking it heaven foc bard-waschers and tund-
recoriists as well as for bands. Swam for metance
make s series of lovely little social honks but are
usually very difficalt for the recordist 1o get close
nough 10 as they are very shy—in Tasmania
seyway. But here, whsle they are wary, we've been
within a few metres of fooding swans

At might, the place can de quite nooy—especally
whem the moon comes up. Deon'| waterbinds ever
sleep? And # v difficult, if mot mmpossibile to put &
mame to all the sounds in the timeo we have There
will be many question macks in my notes when |
listen 10 the recordings I've mads. One mght
sotnething landed and vocalised in the tres above
our femt it sounded & Mt ke a Hrown (aloon but
acconding to Pizeey. Owdet Nightars —which may
be quite plentiful over the wholr contiment, but are
schdons seen—soand similar

Australian Owilat-nightjar




Just over a small nise from the lake here iy &
small swamp Thes & usally dry but is now covered
n & few inches of muddy water—Heron heaven!
There are also lots of Magpie-larks and Common
Bromewings Ote mormng | was recanfing nest to
this swamp when 4 amus plodded slowly through
the swamp 10 withes about 3 metres of me 1o check
me out—they wre justly fined for their curioasity
Unfortunately, the oaly vocalisstion ey managed
Quring this whole exercise (winch | was recording)
was coe thort grumt!

According to the teformation provided st the
prenie spot on the road, there are Fatotailed
dmnarts, Stripe-faced dunnans am! & spocie of
PManagaie (all very small carmivorous marsupialy in
Be same family as Quolls and Teumanian Devils
Dagyuridie) i the mmphire which grows sil
through e moddy 1o dry edges of the lake. We
didn't see them of course ( wax 10 years on Black
Sugarioaf befurs wo saw 3 White-footod Dunnart —
they are that cryptic| ), but we did see some
suspicous ktzle burrows The evidence of pest
masmmals such s rabde 1 plomtifisl and there are

masry feral pigs which dig ruthlessty sll over the
place.

We are occanonally emertamed by a pair of
Southern White-faces nestang in the lrge Acecia
next 10 owr camp. Ome of themn will bring & bit of
nesting material —usually grass—4o the tiny cavary
fisrmed betweet) two branches, wiiile the other keeps
waich on & nearby hranch, These tiny birds, shoat
the size of thoenhills, could hardly be competsting
for anything, but they wers ocoasionally chased by
Yellow-throatnd Miners

dorninant troe is Acacka amesiaophyile which Is in fact
wery rare and occurs just here and ooe other locality.
[sterestingly, wo have seen or heard no frogs bere
wivich secens strange. There s also oo sign of tadpoles
nround (he edges of the lake. On the other hand thers
are multitedinous wmall spidery—in the cer, in the
water of on onc's colles cup Sarsh b reports some
hig spader-like lega it a spider-dike bola. Other
inverterhrates include moths with exroordimarily long
wdennag, enormous dragon Tses and Bag moths. When
he temperature o right thore are huge clouds of
mhhmmu’d‘h

nm.mummm-m—
fiingum on our sixth moming —ihis time not on dung,
but at the base of a dead Dodones bush, Again there are
various Tulostoma (paiTballs with stalks) species, but
we have not come across Podaxts pestrllans

Postengs: 3

I sy “Posteard from Quoeenstand™ m the lant
nowsistier [ mentioned » mystery scroech which 1
managed to recond at Gunderhooka. This has now boen
positevely sdentified as & fox by members of the
Launceston Field Naturalists.

1t i als) worth relatiog our bast night at (he Menarco
shearsrs quarters when we stayed up late 1o see &
wonderfully clear total eclipee of the moom and heard
what we always refer to a the “woods-wooda™ bird, or
Spatied Nightjar Wooda-wooda—which dencribes the
call perfoctly—a (e name we jearnt from an Aruma
man near Alice Springs soms yoars apo

In geocral there are nod as masry birds m the
surroundng countryside here as thers wire at
Penaroo (see weticle o the last Newalattor) despite
O amount of waber. This seems due 10 » lack of

Fucalypts and fAowering Erimophillas. The
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On the same eventfial evening we observed &
Unfirtunatety we had no ineane of identifying forgs -
ust how hig a fibwary can & Subar cope with”



Launceston Environment Centre

The LEC has hadved it memborship rates this yesr?
You can now becomo & member fir oaly $3. So, given
this fine encouragement, wiry else should you jou?

If you haven't vissad the LEC lately, it has moved (o
226 Charies St These prommises offer as ideal space, with
4 frunt room for desplays, disribestion info s activities,
o midddle room for the cffice/library and a thind rooen fler
encetings or & quist place to study With CNFN member
Peter Simas OAM st the helen as prosident, the LEC is
firmly estublishing itsedf s the Northern Regoon
Commmunity Enveronmental Resource Centre

Uefureanately, the LEC has boen the subject of several
cuthackys in its fundmg base. In spite of this hardship, the
LEC hay continuod 1o function &5 2 oommunity base and
#4 3 Volcs on envirotmental sses. But it nceds the hefp
of those who CARE? The 55 memnbership is the best
Bargain around. Even if you don't use the Centre, it can
usg your suppart. S0, mop in and seo the promases
(limesed volumcer cpemimg hours at the mament), and
either join theve or seod $9 single or $10 family 1o

The Tressarer, Launceston Environment Centre bnc |
226 Charles ST, L%an 7250 slong with your details
Deooations ace also most welcoms

Jim's seraps

Biological Control - Substituting One Problem
for Another?

Everyone hails biologcal msect controls as the
envirooeeually frisadly way 1o deal with posts. Right?
Well, New Scicntivt (15 Jan. 2000) teports bow
“Blocontrol” can sometimes submatute one plague Ke
ancther In the past few yoars there have boen & susnber
of repocts of good bugs tuming bed. Some of the relensed
environmental warrior insects bave gone AWOL, and
have catablnhod Semselves in new nickey where they
cam mumnch mative plants o muscle in oo insoct species.
Hurdreds of guotic organisms have been released intiy
REW CAVIFONMENES i the name of Beological comrol, and
Mhyhuhwmhm“e.ut"

mm-ncmlohh reckien

would consider bringing in foreign vensbrate spocie 0
fight pests these days, but the attitudes towards
weroducing mvertehrates cam be “positively cavalier™ ssy
some eritics, The U5, has imade it a natiomal goed 10 e
biologically based forms of pest comrol under Clisson,

and this podicy has spparenly produced some pretty
Mawe! attitsedos based on prufies radher than biokogy

To relcass 2 hiocontrol agent in the UL Y | you are
supposed 10 do all of the relovat tetting which can
ke w10 caght years. Eacopt, the USDA can gram
permats “if any potential ruk (o0 8 moo-tangs plant s
cutweighed by the oot posed by the post plant™1?
Wane than that sop 1o agricuttural profits, inseces
relcased to fight other mwsccts need ok b Westod ot
all, since if they go astray they ‘re unlikely to
damage anything of “comenercial mnportance” Amd
it even gets wone. Ofles many imsoct specien are
refcasod agasst (he xaume pest, hopeng that at leset
vne will do the job, Nor & sy kong-term eacking of
ecologicnl impact required o be carmed cut.

As you might expact, there are now many
documersed cases of the biolngical control agents
peing out of comtrol A usnber have enoved cn
from pest planes o natlve plasts, some of whsch are
threstenad species that suddondy have a new and
niddod throat that could send them 10 the brwk.

The demands for biocontrol messures to be moch
muore regalated and rigorously tested foe coltmeral
dumags mests the usual rationalist argamonts of
high costs 1t also preseses the difernma that & grester
use of chemical pesticides will acoommpany any show
down al biological control methods

However, ihere I o rivk and an irooy here that
biocomroks could end up becorming as emvironmen-
tally unacooptalvie ms pesticides If they bogn o lose
the public's trust by crasting damage in fragile
systoms, and if thoy end up heing serious mew pests.

Beoconerols seem 40 reprosent such grest promise
that & would indeed be a prry of we wers t looe them
25 & ool theough short-aighied grabe for peofits. Is
thers nothang besedes profits that motivates the world
any mare?

The World's Most Sucoessful Mamunal?

Roquirements: Non-affeneve, sustanatie,
sdaptable, exercises paputation contrdl, and is
able 10 survive uncer adverse condions

Well, obviously we have chaminated the firs
specias thas probably came to your msmd on just
ahout every point. An anicle in the EXAMINER
(13 Sept) have scientists in London nomating the
cchuding 2x the workd's most successful el

The echidna has been on earth for about 120
entllion yeaes. It was hese with the dinossurs, and
munaged 10 survive the aseroid or the bad karmma
that wiped them out. Nothing could be less offensive,
It pever overpopsistes, # cultivates the soil, it can
survive clumate Nucastons sad hopellilly — human




Draft Recovery Plan Made Into » Farce
by Bl Thomay

The lnst mecteng of the Astacopsts Recovery Team
s ott the 26t May 2000. This meeting was called by
e Chair of the Recovery Team Warwick Nash
(Deputy Director Inland Fisherizs) i response 1o
chypections by Penny Wells (Forestry Tasnsanis) to
wordeg of the Mlan produced by the fonmer clhair Jean
Jackson (Indand Fisheries) When 1 quetionsd
Warwick Nagh as 10 the need to have this mecting
rather than continue with the Plan a8 it mood, which
wei cloarly an option (lnfand Fisheries being the lead
sgoey i e eocovery off this species), | was told shat of
we didn 't voluntarily have a meeting to resolve this
teenie the “Minister™ would derest s 10 have § mesting

The mecting of the 26¢h was long and Isboured, 1o
do with specific wonding in the “Strategses™ and
"Recovery Actions™ sections of'the Plan. Essenstially #
wits rescived that in the Steategion soction of the Pan
the partscular wording would be- “This indicutes to
the Recovery Toams that buffer strips of of least
30w may be roquired om coch side of clase 2,3 & 4
stremms where 4. goveldl Is knemn to scour bocally
or tmmedistely downstrram to mimimise the
bmpacts om A4 pould! during and sfter logging
eperations™ The wonding “muy be roguired™ was
acospied by o presert for this section of the plan
There 3 mo definitive scientific work specifically
doaling with a combination of belfer strgm on smadl
stroams{class 3 & 4) and Astacopeis, however there v
cloar evidence i the Tasrmunian situstion that budfees
icws than 30m on larger strems (clam2 ) do = fact
mpact on instresen beota, ened rescarvhens have found
yavenile Astacopsis in class 4 streans.

The wording of e Recovery Actions section of the
Plan dealt with on the 26th May was *As discussed
the Recovery Team considers that bufVer strips of
» least 30en should be dmplesented on cach shde of
chass 2, 3 & 4 streams where A. gowldi is know to
occur locally ac within 2k dowestream, to
mimimise impocts on 4. gowld] during and afler
logglng operations”. This was endorsed by all
members of the Recovery Team exoept for the Forestry
Tasmania representative who objected to the wordmg
“should be implemeonted™, the obgection was on the
Basts that thers wats no spporting evidence and the
wording was prescriptive The angument suppocting the
ajority view was that ihe Recovery Team had a duty
0 recommensd mesurm of protection fof the species.

| believe the Recovery Tenm wantod to make ot clear

that until scientific evidonws peoved ntherwuse, this is
what the Teasn thouglt was necessary, or likely to be
necessary, 10 protect this specica in forewad arces.
[nforming this decision were the following facton laid
out 1o the Recovery Teams mesnhers over the last four
yran

© the species is listed as thremiened,

* the specion I8 & pricvity Rorest dwedling species under
the RFA,

o there i a clear peroegtion the specses i In decline
und has heen for 2 long time,

© habiat distarbance # clearly one of the causal ngents
of thes decline, and production forests within the range of
the Jobater contam some of the hest remaining habitat,

© atiompes to peotoct the species trough reservation to
e have bees umucosstiul,

© avaslsble evidenoe suggests (hat sddtiona)
protection o that currerely prescribed in the Foroat
Practices Code is required,

» there 15 & reguirement to be precautionary when
there is & lack of scientific undentanding of exacly the
«lfocts of the causal Thctors us is the case with this

pocien.

The Recovery Tesm was respectful of the dusenting
vaew of the Formtry Tasmasss represcrtative sl
sccordmgly agreed 10 append the statemnent that not all
Revovery Team memben agreed 1o speafic wordng =
the Actions Section of the Plan,

The Director of The Department of Primary Industry,
Water and Esvaronment has now put the Recovery Plan
out foe public comment (closing on the 2T Oce 2000)
To e witer conatermatinn of some teans members the
Director has both removed the footnoee and overiemed
tho Team's recommendation in the Recovery Actions
section of the Plan. The wording in the Recovery Actions
soction 1 now “As discssed the Recovery Tesm
comsdders that buffer strips of st least J0m may be
required on coch side of somse claes 3 & 4 stresms
where A. pouldi ks known to occur locally or within
2km downstream, to mimimise lmpacts on A, goaldl
during and after logging operations” The Darector
hes misropresemed the magority view of the Toam and
coincidanally worded the Plan much us sooght by
Forestry Tasmania.

The change of wording from “should be implomemed”
o “may be reguired” i the Actions Scction may seem
shight bt in cee stroke of the pen the Plan becomes
ke much of the pressure off land managent to pustify
their destructson of riparian hatviat oo headwater stresmm
where Astacopsis is known to occur. 1 s now arguable
that The Guani Freshwater Lobster Recovery Flan s
moes of & Research Plan than a Recovery Plan. As part of
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¥ Rogonal Formt Agreement, the Giam Prestwater
Lobater Recovery Plan s sbvo requared to be adopmed st
a Commonweahh level, For Commoomaalin sdoptacs »
Recovery Plan noads %0 “apecdy the actions needed 10
actions seeded 1o prosect the habituts that srs critical o
he survival of the speies or comumunity ™ (Recovery
Plan Gruidelines AN C A 1995 ).

As if 10 give extra cradibality 1o the Dirafi Mlan beiny
put ot for pablic comement, the DIWE sistes that this
Plan " & yevised snd updated version of the 1997 Flan
peopared sad submitsed 10 the Commonveealth” under
the Regronal Focest Agreement. Wisla acknowlodging
recesvimg copees of the original 1997 Flan, Environ-
enent Australia, and the Minister for Eaviroosment snd
Hermage, Sesanor Hill, both dony that the Plan was
ever formally submiticd. The faet is thas the Flan
Languished for almost two years in the offices of U
Parks and Wildlife Service, supposedly because it wey
thought the budget estimates were 100 hugh and coe of
the sctions (comation of recrratconal fadung) needed
TOWTINng,

A» & comermanily member involved with the
Recovery Tesm since Febraary 1997 | must sey that it
has boes o most fustrsting experience. Woess s that
the government agencies nvedved don't seem 1o know
o understand e various Aty and Agroements that
deal with thes species, the process for developing
recovery plans seutnn unclear 10 all, and the Regovery
PMan Gusdelines appear mot t be followed. Comcern
about s species has boen expressed fr yuite a
mamber of years now; the forestry industry has always
bean quickly defansive, but never quick 10 obsectavely
ASAESS (INACTY OF [WOLSCUVG meaiures 10 do with this
species. New rescarch projects will yigld mory
Sefinative amswers. | would only hoge that other
recovery plans in this State are ot deslt with in &
simnilar manner

Kim Evaem, Dirscsor Nabional Parks and Wikllife
GO Box 444
Hobart Tas 7001
Re: Druft Recovery Plan for Astacopals gouldi
Dear Sir

According %0 our commespondence with the
Threstencd Species Lmt Manager, the Drafl Recovery
Plan for A socopsis gosldt had the key meawire of
habstat protection using stresm buflers changed by you.
Stream buffers were o long and protracied imess with
the Recovery Tean, but in the end the Recovery Plan
el imey Stated tal actions be recommended that
would ahate the threstesing processes and ensure

Babitst protection foe the species. The stezam bulller
recomnmenidations wery the mast important action in the
Draft. This action hax now been rendered meaningless
by you.

Ciiven that our crganisstion s one of the
contribators of the Recovery Flan and mentioned &y
sach in the Pian, we would like & pubthic amscuncement
by you that we are nota peety 1 the changes of
wording on stressm buffers | and that these
recommendation are purely your's and Forestry
Tammansa's snd do not reflect the decision made by any
of the rost of the Recovery Teams We fesl the good
name of our onganination is o staka, and If you catet
taky proper ineasures that satisfy us o comect this, then
we will be fhrced 10 take whatever action tecessary W
& w0

Jim Nedson, Public Officer, CNFN Inc
oo Hon David Llewellyn, MHA, Musster DPIWE

(Gidbsor ¥ note)

The RFA process cisany indicated that protection of
s eiority apecien 0 production forest woutd be by
management sresciplion—no feserves ware sef aside
Forestty imesests hive successhdly delayod P
Recovery Plan for years by using it subssrvant
ngencien, thw IFC and he PAWS. The oWl ampire rols
on with no coe but ItSe conumunily groups » it way.
The Tamm membors ropiesentng he agencies are
wlert in shameful compioty.  Am Mefeson

NO MORE FREE TRANSFUSIONS

VU Came Glently, J0TINI-CATY <ne,
190t N pent eodlamt

D0 07 WA bunost

Thay Bey you hve & mouih ot bath sasty;
Whstsver yuu progressed, 5o siendy

By misi-etma of ove

Computing your way slong promanimries of shin g thgh
To seivect end wech. Suth INE BOWIOT

Mo

Satiefied you ! drup 8 beooed tag =t @ heed

Live wall 06 my wine-darn Se-fuid, wails you sen.

Nast Sme, If Share s 8 nest tma, yOu Bastars,

1'% arueh you, sad my Slood, my foct!

Peter Bamford



