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Walks

August 1), A walk and Barbegue on the
Hayward's new property at Woegena. This
property has numerows wonderful niches,
and several mre species. There is a cabin with
barbeque facilities, 50 BYO and join other
field nats in a relaxing day in o spectacular
spot, Meet in front of Jim's ot 68 Dynan's
Bridge Rd. at 10 am,
September 3, A walk tlong the Hawfey
Reserve track along the coast, Drive through
Hawley until you come 1o the parking area,
Mect these at 10 am.
October |, The Winifred Curtls Reserve just
before Scamander via St Marys to Scamander
route, Mest ot entrance at 11 am. If yos wish
10 stay overnight the night before in the
Archer Cotsage for field naturalists, talk to
Jim on 6369 1313,

This 1 an incredibly rich heathland area,
with a number of rare plants, and usually Jots
of orchids, October is THE month 1o see it,

Posteard from Queensland

by Rom Nagorcka

1 write from the shade of n Queensiand
verandah where we have became almost biase
about the Wedge-tailed Eagles that soar
overhead. Except when they are very chose - as
four of them are 4t the moment. We have
camped for o week in the shearers quariers st
Penaroo - part of sn amalgamated property
totalling about 800 square kilametres (phew!)
Just west of Eulo in SW Queensiand and not far
from the banks of the Paroo.

We finally found & place far encagh north to
be dry, I still peetty cold on occasion. We
shower with water straight from an anesian bore
where it emerges at 80 degrees at considerable
pressure,

Even here we have had some min. It has
chased us all the way. Wo left Black Sugarfoaf
with a room full of partly identified local fungs
collected and sorted by Sarah in 1he weeks
before we lefl. Every day we'd find several new
species - the variety was amazing. S0 we have
been particularly interested in the fungi
encountered on our journey so far. At Tower Hill
in Western Victoria afler moming rain we
pioked some fresh Macrodepiona kparadii
which my relatives all ageeed was # fine tasting
mushroom when fried. At each lunch stop or
camping spot inferesting new fungal species
were encountered.



It was inferesting fo sce Portland again where
we visited my sister whose house is in some
beautifisl coastal bush and has & healthy popalation
of birdy, orchids and ringtail possums amongst
other things. My nepbew proudly shoswed us an
arca of his land that he has fenced off 10 protoct the
habitat of our okl friened Rawnwy lutreoius (the
native “swamp rat” or “bush mt”™ which mvades
our gardon on Black Sugarloaf). He said he had

" never actually seen ooc — and | can belleve it, as
they are very shy and quick. They are hence
probably much more common than most peopie
realise. The tell-tale runways through the grass
were very familiar, but soemed to Sarah and [ 10 be
larger than those in our garden - who knows how
mach carrot they cosld eat?! The ares also had
burrows with small chimncys that probably
indicate the presence of an Engaens spocics. There
were also wallabies in the arca.

We shedtered froen a hail stonm on our first
nights camping in some fascinating mallee country
on our way to Lake Mungo. We stopped for lunch
somewhere and there were birds everywhere, %0
we camped for 3 nights. Here we first sighted the
fascinating Podaxts pisilioris - a fungl of anid
sreas which only appears afier deep penetrating
rain, This fangi Is nelated 10 pufT balls and
Seanirn species of which wo also saw many.
They rely on wind, min or the chance encounter
with an amimal for the dspersul of thelr spores.
The highlight of car stay was the vislit by three
Chestrut Quail-thirush - one sat perched on top of
the tent for some time! The owner of the property
dropped by for a chat, and informed us that we
wese camped in the Willandr lnkes system (a
massive arca of wetlands that dried up 15,000
years ago) and that the main drainage line - ooly a
few hundred metres from our campslte - was part
of the Willandm World Heritage area.

Mungo National Park i in the centre of this
fascinating area, (We drove through the remisinder
on our way from Lake Mungo o Ivanhoe - dry
lakes galore!), Most visitors go 10 view the ““Wails
of China®™, the massively eroded lunetie which
forms the east hank of the Inke and where the
famous archacological discoveries have been made

(first evidence of haman cremation in the woreld
for instance at 33,000 years BP if' ] remember
rightiy!) We had a ook and somehow it reminded
s o bit of Queenstown - & dramatic landscape
resulting from totel mismanagement und disregard
for the environment, In this case the damage was
due to the the introduction of sheep in an all 1oo
fragile eco-system,

We drove on further into the park 1o camp for 3
nights at a remoto camping area where no fires
were allowed. Hence wo had the place pretty much
0 ourselves - n wonderful chance %o explore
maliee country dominated by Belah (Caswarira
cristasr). The camping area s very well sheltered
s anestod by the nearby Wedge-tailod Eagle's nest.
Here we bad vuar first glimpse of & Whise-singed
Fairy-wren, and were regularty hamssed by a gang
of Apostiebixds (so named because they usoally get
sround in groups of twelve), who managed to steal
= fiir chunk of bread which then got squabblod
over for some time. One night 1 had & microphone
set up outside the sent in the bope of carching the
sounds of & passing emu in the very wee hours,
and by defiult was able to record a Boohook that
callod from the tree above in the middle of the
night. The deep booens emisted by the emu
however still elude the tape recorder, although we
have seon them everywhere we have been. We
have twice come acrons emu nests with eggs bere
at Peniaroo,

Our next camp was at Gundabooka Netional
Park just south of Bourke. Gundabooka I a recent
aoquisition by the NSW govemment - largely
because of its significance 1o the Ngemba peoplo
und management of the park is being carrled out in
nssoclation with them, We campod within view of
the Gundsbooka Range in “mulgn” {(Acocia
amewry ) country. This was n wonderfidl spot %0 do
pome birding, a8 the recent ring have meant an
explosion of wildlife in these parts. On the first
evening we heard all sorts of unexplained
vocalisations, most of whtich were identified after o
day with binoculars, but & mysierions set of sounds
kept us intrigued for some time. We finalfy figured
that they were sl the emisgions of the local Spotted
Howerbird, I have & recording of a bioodthirsty



acreech on a still evening which we can only
attribute to this bird, which does have &
remarkable range of sounds in its repertoire,

We left Gundabooka for a night af the Bourke

Caravan park. it was & timely move as there

followed a day and night of rain and a morning
of thick fog, It wiis tme to go yet further north
10 escape the influence of the Southern ocean!
We had a contact in the Eulo ares - near Lake

Bindegolly National Park - who offered us the
use of these quarters. So we drove straight here

via Cunnamulla.

We've recorded 71 bird species here, The
highlight has to have boen the two occasions
when Peregrine Falcons have flown by very
close 1o warn us away from the top of their
mesas (of which there are a few scatiered

through the area). It really is something 1o see
these birds from only a few metres away, and on

the second occasion I got a good recording.

Other noteworthy bird pheervations include the

cryptic and beautifully coloured Bourke's
Parrol, contrasting with the almost iridescent

Red winged Parrot and the mre Hall’s Babblet,
which like other Babblers iy usually scen with

severnl others of ita specics. We've seen 3

teptile species and 2 frogs — one species of frog

discovered underneath corrugated iron on a
sunny aflernoon!

On one of our moming walks we fotlowed
what seemns 10 be the fast operating drainage

chanoel. (The borehead is situated on a hill, and

until the advent of PVC pipe, simply
belched vast volumes of water into long
channels cut into the landscape - these
have now been replaced with a system of
pipes and dama. ) The attraction of this mini
“creek™ 10 the wildlife in such an arid
lendscape can be imagined, and plenty was
happening - there is enormous plant
diversity here and all sorts of plants are
flowering. Amongst them the various
Acaclay and the Eremophila spp. (6
different species, all flowering) of the
Myaporacese family are particularly
attractive. There are multitudes of Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeaters around; also 3 types
of Wren. But the nicest surprise one
morming along n swampy section of the
drain was & Red-backed Kingfisher -
curious enough to perch close to have a
fook at us while Sarah ooed and abhed.

The fungl discoveries also continue.
Sarsh has found a “birds-nest fungus”
(probably Cyathus sp.) on & piece of
kangaroo dung, After o fow days Padaxis
plstillaris turned up, Again, there are
scveral species of bracket fungi on both
live and dead trees and Twloxsoma specics
(puffbalis on stalks).

What has largely disappeared from these
remote and arid places is of course the
native mummalian life that Tasmaniany
take so much for granted. We have soen
plenty of kangaroos - there are both reds
and greys bere — and we've heard bats in
the evening. But all other mammals are
introduced rabbits, foxes, cats, goats, plgk,
cowns, nnd sheep.

Tomorrow we pack up and move 1o Lake
Bindegolly, whose omithological reputation
beckons, then an to the Patoo River for 2
while, Then maybe we will stay nt
Currawinys National Park — which was our
original intent - but the roads have been
chosed due to (you guessed 1) rain!



Unuatural Justice m Tesmanis

By John Hayward

Two yorrs ago o notioe appessed in the Examiner
announcing that the Planning Commission had
directed the Meander Valley Council %o amersd their
planning scheme, changing the fovestry use on two
properties from “probibited™ to “discretionan™, It

" looked preety [nmocuous, as it bore no location or
lundowner names. However, a romurk by 2 Coondil
emphoyee 10 8 Weegena resident revealed that boch
properties were in the rusl resdential zo0e at
Weegenn. Residents scrambied and bombarded the
Coancil with objections. The Council objected 100,
despie the conspicuous reluctance of its then town
planner, who tumed out to own both 2 plantation
and a larpe parcel of shases in Noeth Lid

The Commission's explanation was that these two
tundowners hud hoen dended the naturl justice dght
10 be hesrd on the altemtion of the dmfi planning
scheme’s “discretianary” wse to the proclaimed
scheme’s “prohibised™, and that ths procedural fault
could be the basls of logal action that would
invalicase the scheme. This was true, but they
neglected to add that this denlal extended to
everyone in the municipaiity. In breach of the
Planning Act, the Commission had failed to offer its
alicrutions foe public comment. There was no legal
dissinction between these two and everyone dse;
they wese simply the ondy landowners in the zone
who had been talked into plantations,

Having recetved objections, the Commission was
obliged 80 conduct a hearing, which it deegated to
1o noa-members, with the chair being a frmer
planning officer from Wymyesd-Waratah well known
for forestry enthusiasms, The hearing delegates were
curiously uniniteresied In questioning witnesses. The
man from Private Forests enthused on how the rest
of the rone would “go fike dominoes™ if the
smendment wis approved. The read jaw-droppers,
though, were citations by the Forest Protoction
Scciety and the Private Forests” man of the state’s
“Dinaft Planaing Strategy™ to the effiect that everyone
not primanly dependent on primtary industry would
be expected (o live in urban areas. None of us had
beard of this Great Leap Forwand.

The decision was not announced for several
maonths, Residents were sollencd up however,
when the Commission twice posted o ull
partics 2 thirteon-page copy of the Forest
Protection Soclety”s inane shide show and
comunentary complete with Basry Chipean's
cover letter referring to the Commission's
reqquest for the studf, In breach of their own act,
the Commission did not dstribute sny other
submission. At the heasing It was rovealed that
the delegaies had not even read mine.

The amendmest’s approval kn February 99
was reatly in debt 0o Chipenan, sccepting as
flact biis arguments tht all small bush properties

parficipusion in the planning system, despite the
fact that it completely removes the subsect land
from planning jurisdiction, Inconvenient
evidence, such as forestrys effect on property
valucs, did not axie & menon.

Because the Commission's procedum|
breach applied  everyone, the decision serves
a5 & kegal Trojan Haorse, crouting in any present
or fluture landowners in the zone the right 1o
demand a plantation, Retrospective leglslation
passed by the ingumbent Laborals stripped
councils of their dscretionary planaing powers,
keuving them with only the power o say only
“yes™ with such condiions that do not
materiafy hinder the discretionary use.
“Discretionary™ now means “penmitied™. It is
0o accident that the entire rural residentinl zone
has been opened up to forestry, Before and afler
the heanng | repestedly pointed out 10 the
Coenmission what was a mstier of recoed, that
everyane had been deried natural justice and
that thelr clalmed protection of the planning
scheme was a nonsense. Thoy sitrply refused to
responsl,

The one consolation from all this was that the

Commission, having donc everything wrang,



wits a legel sitting duck. | ook it to the
Supreme Court supremely confident, being
supremely unfamiliar with the Tassic legal
culture,

In his decnsion the judge refied on the
assertions of the Commission, repeatedly citing
their own carespoadence as evidence of fict
while simply ignoring the contradiciory matiers
af record. Despite the Commisshon s ropeated
express stuterments that they had ordered the
amendment 10 aveid court action, & legally
improper purpose, he niled that they had nat
acted for this purpase. He ruled that no
reasoaatie person woulkd pereeive hiss in the
Comméssion's decision (despite the fact that all
objectors did) becasse natural justice, hence the
theeat (o the planning scheme had been satisfied
by the hearing. The Commission was given the
benefit of its own breach of the Archives Act in
falling 10 preserve an adequate record of the
hearing. He reversed s own ruling on the
Commission's delegations power made the vear
before to find that they could not have achieved
an sppearance of impartiuity by appointing
noe-mensher delegates, unaware that both
hearing delegstes were non-members. This
theroby invalidatod (he Commission s decision
in this and numercas carfier cases, prompeing
Bacon and Co, to again save forestry's hacon
through retrospective legislation.

The matter is now in its final and possibly
most absurd plmse, with residents appesling to
the Forest Practices Tribanal agsinst approval
of Private Timber Reserves on the two
properties. The Tribunal consists of two retired
forestees, inchuding one from the prospective
plantation mansgery for the two properties, plus
& barrister who repliedt “not if' T can belp it 1o
my question a3 1 whether transcripty of the
procecdings would be svailable 10 the parties.
Two hours apicce had been aflowed for the FPT
hearings on the survival of our neghbourhood,
but unexpecied resstance has caused them

Coancil’s denial of approval foe the Timber

Harvesting Plan to go shead. Initially, both
tribunals wore to be chaired by the same person
WMMMMWM

Mhﬂlaﬂmﬁdﬁmhhmﬂmﬂ
locker in that the Comenission has a sl bigger
procedusal skeletom in the choset in that all rural
land in the drafl plaeming scheme was exhibited
with a forestry use of “discretionary™ before it was
changed 10 “permitted™, agsin without the required
public consultation. This should be sulliclent o
invalidste the planning scheme, allowing ¥ new
scheme to be drwn up with planming power
restored o councils, But the gamble on striking a
netrsd judge, however, is compounded by the
kelihood that the chipper's government would
agnin bo hitched to the goal posts.

Why do the chippers so wanf this Rtle casis?
The references 1o the * Dmft Planaing Sttegy™
and increasingly frequent comments froen loggers
o non-firming ruml residents that “you shouldn't
be hore™ suggest they have serious and mdical
plans for huge areas of countryside free of those
who value it. They do have s great deal they would
prefer 1o go unohserved. Last year the less than
1% of Australins land mass that is Tasmania
contributed shout 60°% of the country s 6.5m

- tonnes of woodchip exports, with this massive

market share sure to rise afler s staggering 1.3
million tonnes keft the isle in the first quarter of this
year, It has recently been revealed that Tasenania
leads even the frenzied Queensind, and hence the
developod world, in the percentage rate of native
vegetation cleamnce, which even in real termns last
year exceeded the combined cleared areas in WA,
SA, and Victoria. They are apraying dangerous and
persistont herbicides fike Simazine from helicop-
tery, contrary 1o Iabe! specifications and withoot
syslomasic wister monitoring. Their olberwise
matherhoodish “Good Neighbour Agreement™
envisions that ‘vormin' will be deslt with on s
reglona! rther than a local level.

We may not be the first line of Tasmanians o be
wiped out, but we would have o be unique in
achieving this through a democratic vose. Our
memaorial may be s new entry in the thesaurus,
right beskde “dodo™.



ook Review privileged glimpse of how a sentitive man

by Jim Nelson coserves andd is informed by the intoresting and
the bewutiful in his journey through life. As

Peser Samfield’s book Running with the such, it has the capecity to speak powerdully to

Carfbou consists of a coliection of seemingly us about sppreciating and lasching onto the

casual obseryations made daring ’(“mc)" asa iiiﬂlﬂclﬂ“ moments while clﬂf’iﬂﬂ the

community physician in far northern Canada. patierns aod meanings of our own *mental

Sarsfield is able to capture these journeys with maps’.

hice sense of cconomy along with & musing, laid- Published by Tumstona Prees,

beck style. He rufers to the preces »y “mental 607 - 100 Arthur St Artsspace Building

maps™ b his preface, with the aim “1o observe the Winnipeg, Menitoba R38 1H3 Canada

) %
patterns, if any, of the ground drift”, This approach Can. Cat. No.0-88001278-2

sctx the stage foe certain spocial
moments % arrive with the crisp
clarity of arctic air that provides
the reader with a strong sense of
sharing his experiences
Sursfleld’s searching ynze probes
carcfully and ever sowards o
centre - nlways subllely
questioning and gathering
glimpses of what it is 5o be
Auman; always soeking out the
warm pulse within the vastness
of his frozen environment

['he first picce titled “Running
with the Caribou™ describes 2
wild herd of ihese animals us
they run in fear from the
unknown, in this cese an
airplune. Perhaps Sarsfield
ideritifies with these Caribou
through his own [lights into the
unknown of remote locations, Or
perhags the innate fear of the
Caribou berd Is meant 1o be &
larger metaphor for life's
Joumey. The “pasterns of the
ground deift"' will represent
something different for cach of
us

I"m sold that one mas-guided
reviewer decided this book
indulged in “fedious pacuck-
phifosophising™. It does nothing
of the kind, and is in fact n

R unning with
the Caribou

Pete Sarstield. M.D.




Coxumel Mexico, Istund of Intrigue

by Jim Nelson

[n June this year | visned Mexico's eastern
most territory, the island of Cazumel. The
island has become a major tourist destination,
and particularly a premier dive destination
(scuba has become o big yuppie activity) due
10 & reel Tull of spectacular manine life. The
entire reel’ has been made 0 Marine National
Park, and tho flat calm waters make for great
snorkelling (which is more sppropriste %o my
own social position than scuba),

Cozumed is Jocated In the Mexican
Caribbean, scparated from the Yocatan
Peninsala by 18 kilometres. It is 2 K long
from north 10 south an 14 K scross. It emesged
from the sea during the Tertiary pesiod and its
rocky foundation is made up of marine
sediment. It lics a listle over 20% latitude noeth

"
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in the heart of the tropicat zone.

The name Cogsimed is derfved from a
Mayan world meaning “land of the swallows™.
It was a religlows centre with the principle
temple for worship of the Maysn goddess of
ferrility, Women from all over the Mayan
world made pilgrimages to this femple at least
once in their lifetime, This 2one Is currently

known as the San Gervasio Ruing, a name taken
from the 19* century cattle mnch theee and
unfortunasely replacing the original Mayan name.

In the early 1950° the publicity generated by
Jacques Coustenn’s enthusigstic description of the
local recfs changed the economic focus of the
isfand, and indeed the whole Mexican Curibbean,
from agriculture to tourism. The reefs are part of
the cornl barrier known &« the Great Maya Reef-
the second longest in the world. The trunsparent
waters, the enormous and colourfiul army of
marine lfe and LIVE corals are startlingly
beautifisl.

San Miguel is the anly town on the istand, bat
with 4 piers it is host 1 over B0O cruise ships o
year, and is consequently very tousist orientated.
There is & narrow band of hotels spread along the
western side of the island near the water. There is
a good road that circles the southern end from San
Miguel, and then cuts across the middle pessing
neaz the rains of San Gervacio, (se¢ map)
Otherwise, most of the island is impenetrable
jungle of moderate height with considerable
shrubby species betwoen low trees and palms. The
jungle vegetation is classified as semi-deciduous,
and has specics with names such as zapote,
mmon, ceiba, chit, and jabin,

There are severs! coastal lagoons and
swamplands containing crocodiles, ay wedl as
many spocies of binds such as heroas, avocets,
spoanills, bisterns, ibis and numerous ducks.
Judging by the bird songs, the jungle hides s large
avien fauna which is slmost impossible to view. it
includes parrots, pheasants, doves, honcycreepers,
hummingbirds warblers and a host of colourful
sl birds | was unable 1o identify, Near the
hotels anly & fow birds are found such 25 grackles,
and large Melodious Biackberds. There are 3
species of vultures: the Black, the King, and the
Turkey. Al any moment it s difficult not to see o
vultere circling somewhere. Scveral mpsoes also
frequent the sky.

The castern coast is & nesting site for severl
species of marine turties: hawksbill, loggerhead
and green. There are igusnas everywhere, and
scverl species of other lizards. Tree frogs call
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from the safety of trees, especially when it rains,
Two small, brightly coloared snakes turmed up as
road kills, and despite menacing looking heads,
they did not seem 10 have fangs,

Aside from the abundant marine invertebeates,
I mw little of imterest wish the terrestrial
invertehrates. There were & couple of annoying
biting {¥ies, the odd mossic, a few fleeting
glimpses of butterflics, o few species of ants und
not much else. Not exactly what you might
expect in the tropics, and [ can only conclude that
ull those hirds, lizards and frogs must be cating a
Sot af insects,

In spite of frequent rain, there are no rivers or
superficial freshwater deposits, The calcareous
rock covered with a thin layer of soil creates an
exceedingly permeabile ground that means water
gathers in subtormnezn deposita. Numerous
wells supply the domestic water. Visstory are
advised not to deink it, and battled waser is
supplied everywhere.

None of the Central American felines are on
the island, other animals apparently include
bares, badgers, mecoons, armadillos and deer.

One of the most fascinating sights to me was
wiiching the Magnifscen! Frigate birds along the
coast. These birds possess the greatest wing-
spread In peopostion (o their body weight of any
bird, and have fantastic powers of flight. They
measure ahout & metre, and are black above and
bedow-the female Is white and dark beown-the
male has a nuked red throat which he can inflate
like a balloon during the breeding sesson. The
bill i Jong with & hooked tip, the wings are quite
thin looking, angled and pointed. The tal is long.
slim and deeply forked. The dramatic flight of
this bird is quite arresting. 1t can sail effortiessly,
or scem to hang motioness, and then suddenly
tuck It wings into a lightning dive, It snatches
fish from the waler, oc clse attacks other birds in
mid-air forcing them so drop thelr catch whicks it
snatches before it reaches the water, Henoe it is
often called ManO" War,

The Mexican people were friendly and foe-
giving of my poor Spanish. The biggest
disadvantage for Austrafians is having a currency
approaching third workd values.

DUNG BEETLE QUINTET

A hundred beetles
Cross-cut the evening calm.
Whirring scambesque,

Two-pack bliacks rocket.
Dung-seeking missiles. Unguided.
Impaled on barbed wire.

etnbintanbintins

Flat on your back, Jack?
Mates munching meadow-muflins?
"I turn you over,

.................

Whizzing past my car
You frighten shit out of me.
That your intention?

L -

Scismic mobs, in patches,
Attack the drought-hard paddocks.
Busy turd-turning,




